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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES J. BRADLEY, OF HARRISON, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THE EDISON 

LAMP COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE. 

INCANDESCENT-LAMP SOCKET. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 425,741, dated April 15, 1890, 
Application filed October 18, 1889, Serial No. 327,442, (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES J. BRADLEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Har 
rison, in the county of Hudson and State of 
New Jersey, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Sockets for Incandes 
cent Electric Lamps, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of sock 

Io etS or holders for incandescent electric lamps 
in Which the socket is provided with an in 
ternally-screw-threaded metal sleeve for re 
ceiving the base of the lamp, such base being 
provided, as is now well understood, with an 
externally-screw-threaded metal band engag 
ing with the sleeve of the socket and mak 
ing mechanical and electrical connection be 
tWeen the lamp and the socket. With de 
vices of this character difficulty has arisen in 

20 places where the lamps are exposed to vibra 
tion, because long-continued vibration some 
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times causes the lamp to work loose in the 
Socket and finally to fall out. 
The object of my invention is to remedy 

this difficulty in a simple and effective man 
ner, which shall not materially increase the 
cost of manufacture of the socket or lessen 
the simplicity of its construction. 
To this end my invention mainly consists 

in providing the interior of the screw-threaded 
sleeve of the socket with a slightly-depressed 
tongue, which produces a sufficient friction 
or pressure on the lamp-base to prevent the 
lamp from Working loose. I prefer to form 
the sleeve With such a tongue by making in 
it a three-sided cut, which may be done with 
a SaW, and slightly depressing the part cut, 
so that the same projects internally and 
forms a Spring-tongue, which is curved and 

4o screw-threaded like the rest of the sleeve, 
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and does not interfere with the screwing in 
or out of the lamp, but produces sufficient 
pressure or friction to hold the lamp from 
moving when in place. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is an elevation of the interior 

parts of the lamp-sockets, with the outer shell 
in section; Fig. 2, a top plan view of the 

56 same, and Fig. 3 a vertical section of the 
screw-threaded sleeve on the line ac of Fig. 2. 
The socket shown is of the ordinary char 

acter commonly used with the Edison lamp, 

An insulating-base C has on its upper side a 
metal contact-plate b and a screw-threaded 
metal sleeve c, secured to the base a by 
means of a flange d. The binding-posts for 
making connection with the Socket are shown 
at ee, and the whole is inclosed in a metal 
casing f, on whose lower end is secured a cap 
g, the parts being held together by the screw 
threaded ring h of insulating material. It 
will be understood that the lamp with which 
this socket is to be used is provided with a 
base, on whose lower end is a metal contact 
plate, and which is surroundled by a screw 
threaded metal band. Such base being 
screwed into the sleeve c, the bottom plate of 
the lamp comes in contact with the plateb, and 
the circuit is completed through such plates 
and through the screw-threaded sleeve and 
band. I make in the sleeve c a three-sided 
saw-cut at and slightly depress the cut por 
tion, as most clearly illustrated in Fig. 3, so 
that a curved and screw-threaded tongue c. 75 
is formed with its free end toward the top of 
the socket. 
plained, such tongue does not interfere with 
the screwing in of the lamp, but it exerts suf 
ficient pressure to retain the lamp securely 
in place, and at the same time to materially 
improve the electrical contact between the 
lamp and socket, 
What I claim is 
1. In an electric-lamp socket, a screws 

threaded lamp-holding sleeve constituting a 
circuit - terminal, and provided with an in 
wardly-projecting tongue, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In an electric-lamp Socket, a screw 
threaded lamp-supporting ring provided with 
an in Wardly-extending Spring-tongue, said 
ring forming one of the terminals of the elec 
tric circuit, substantially as described. 

3. A socket which consists in a metal ring 
screw - threaded and provided with an in 
wardly-extending tongue formed in the body 
of the ring, but not extending to the edge 
thereof, substantially as described. 
This specification signed and witnessed this 

15th day of October, 1889. 
JAMES J. BRADLEY. 

Witnesses: 
WM. H. MEADOWCROFT, 
CLARENCE. T. WAN DEREN. 
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