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This invention relates to improvements in
sheetholding devices for nseonplaten printing
presses. The object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide improved sheet holding devices or fingers
adapted to be mounted on a platen adjacent
its upper or forward edge for the purpose of
holding down the edges or corners of a sheet
after it has been printed, so as to prevent the
sheet from curling or buckling and thus facili-
tate mechanical or pnenmatic delivery.

The invention relates particularly to sheet
holding devices of the kind disclosed in the
T. S. patent No. 1,586,351, dated May 5, 1925.
In this patent the sheet holding device com-
prises a finger bar mounted to oscillate near
the upper edge of the platen. To the bar is
secured a plurality of holders adapted to be
adjusted parallel with the platen. The hold-
ers carry fingers adapted to reach In over
the platen and catch the corners of the sheet.

Tt is a specific object of this invention to
provide improved holders and fingers adapt-
ed to be mounted on the finger bar, the iatter
being operated in the manner shown in the
patent referved to.

To this end the invention is embedied in a
sheet holding device constructed and ar-
ranged as hereinatter set forth and as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing in which

Fig. 1is a plan view of a platen of the type
psed in a Chandler & Price platen press
equipped with sheet holding devices embody-
ing the invention, partsbeing broken away.

Tig. 2 is a view at right angles to Figure 1.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail view of the
device. :

Tig. 4 is a view at vight angles to Figure 3.

Referring to the drawing, the veference
numeral 5 denotes a platen which is operated
and constructed like a platen in a (Gordon
press, or a platen press of the well known
Chandler & Price type.

Underneath the Tear corners of the platen
there are secured two brackets 6 and 7 form-
ing bearings in which is journaled a holder
shaft 8, which at one end carries an srm 9 to
which is pivoted at 10 an operating lever 11.
The other end of the lever 11 is pivotally con-
nected to the press in any suitable manner not
shown, but disclosed in the said patent.

The other end of the shaft 8 carvies a stop
arm 12 having a stop 13 adapted to engage
the bracket to limit the movement of the
holder shaft in a divection away from the
platen.

On the holder shaft 8 there ave adjustably
monited fwo finger holders. Tach holder
comprises a base 15 mounted to slide on the
shaft and held thereon in adjustable frictional
relation by means of a spring 16 adapted to 60
engage a serrated or toothad portion 17 of the
shaft. The base carries an upstanding
threaded stem or post 18 and a spring pawl 19
having a tooth 20. :

A sleeve 21 is in threaded engagement with 65
the post 18 and is at its upperend formed with
2 head 22 which carries a curved finger chan-
nel guide 23. The sleeve 21 is lnarled as at
94. Through the channel 23 passes a finger
25 made of very thin spring steel.

The bail of the platen is marked 14 and the
sheet 26.

In operation the holder shaft 8 is oscillated
with respect to the platen in a well known
manner and whereby the fingers 25 are caused 75
to descend upon the sheet 26 to prevent its
delivery edge 27 from curling so it cannot
De gripped by the sheet removing means a fter
it has been printed. At other times the shatt
8 is oscillated to remove the fingers from the 80
platen as is obvious in order to permit the
sheet to be printed.

The finger holders are adjustable along the
holder shaft 8 by a meve pushing motion
which causes the holding spring 16 to slide 85
over the teeth 17. The fingers 25 are vertically
adjustable by screwing the sleeve 21 up or
down on the post 18 during which movements
the spring tooth 20 slides or slips over the
knnrls 24, When it has been acjusted ver- go
tically, the spring tooth 20 prevents acci-

18

dental votation. On the other hand, when
once the sleeve 21 has heen adjusted vertically,

it may be turned move or less on the post 18

to adjnst the fingers angularly or laterally on 95
the platen.

A further adjustment is provided in that
the finger 25 may be pulled or pushed through
the channel gnide to adjust the finger reach
in over the platen. A still further advantage 100
of the construction is that by a mere turning
movement the fingers may be moved away or
outside of the platen to permit the platen bail
to be lifted. '

Tt will be seen therefore that the sheet hold- 105
ing fingers according to this invention are ad-
justable vertically, horvizontally and longi-
tudinally, i. e. lengthwise of the fingers 25,
and that the holders are adjustable axially
on the shaft 8. This invention therefore pro- 110
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vides all the adjustments requived in order to
accomumodate all sizes of matter to be printed.
‘T'he entive absence of serews, clamps or bolts
1s a feature providing quick adjustment and
efiiciency.

I clain :—

L The combination with the platen of a
press, of sheet holding resilient fingers piv-
oted on said platen for momentarily holding
the delivery edge of the printed sheet against
the platen and means for adjusting said fin-
gers vertically with vespect to the platen.

2. The combination with the platen of a
press, of sheet holding resilient fingers piv-
oted on said platen for momentarily holding
the delivery edge of the printed sheet against
the platen and means for adjusting said fin-
gers vertically and hovizontally with respect
to the platen.

3. 'The combination with the platen of a
press, of sheet holding resilient fingers piv-
oted on said platen for momentarily holding
the delivery edge of the printed sheet against
the platen and means for adjusting said fin-
gers vertically, horizontally and laterally
with respect to the platen.

4. The combination with the platen of a
press, of sheet holding resilient fingers piv-
oted on said platen for momentarily holding

the delivery edge of the printed sheet against
the platen and means for adjusting said fin-
gers vertically, horizontally, laterally and
longitudinally with respect to the platen.

5. A sheet holding device of the character
set forth comprising a base having an u)-
right post, a member adjustably mounted on
&

Qe
sard post, o clwrved guide on said member and
a restlient sheet holding finger in said guide.

6. 24 sheet holding device of the character
set Torth comprising a hase, means for mount-
g sald base in adjustable parailel relation
to the platen of a press, said base having an
upright threaded post, o sleeve in threaded
engagenent with the post, u channel carried
by said sleeve and a vielding resilient sheet
holding finger in said channel.

7. A sheet holding device of the character
described comprising a base, a threaded post
extending upwards from the base, 2 member
1 threaded engagement with the post to ad-
just said member thereon. a pawl on the base
for maintauining said member in adjusted po-
sition on the post, & curved chammel guide on
said mentber and a resilient sheet holding
finger passing through and mounted in said
channel gaide,
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