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UNITED STATES

117,383

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES CHURCH, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

IMPROVEMENT IN CLAMPS FOR ENTERING BLIND-SLATS.

Specification forming part, of Letters Patent No. 117,383, dated July 25, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES CHURCH, of the
city and county of St. Louis and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a certain new and useful
Clamp for Entering the Slats of Blinds, of which
the following is a specification: -

My invention consists of a number of spring-
clamps, each of which is formed so as to firmly
grasp a blind-slat, the clamps being strung upon
a rod and held in place thereon by set-screws.
The clamp isused for placing and holding the
slats in the proper position for their pivots to en-
ter the holes in the stile. .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion of
a stile-bar and four slats, which latter are held
in position for entering by a clamp at each end.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the clamps
detached. :

A is a portion of a stile. B are ordinary blind-
. slats attached by staple-joints to a hand-bar, C.
D is a rod, and I collars adjustable on said rod,
and held in position thereon by set-screws F. G
is a lug extending from the side of the collar, and
to which are riveted the clamnping-springs H,
preferably in the manner shown—namely, with
one side of the spring firmly held against the rect-
angular shoulder ¢ of the collar, so that a single
rivetissufficient for the attachmentofthe springs;
but I do not confinemyself to this mode of attach-
ment, or to the form of springs shown. Tor in-
stance, the springs may be of wire and screwed
or riveted in the collar. The spring-fingers H

form the slat-holder, and are preferably bent, as

shown, so as to have two bearings upon the slat
—one at the upper edge and the other about the
thickest part—so as to operate equally well on
slats of different sizes, (which would not be the
case were the fingers so formed that the holders
would have a continued bearing from édge to
center upon any particular size or formation of
slat.) -a are holes in the stile for the reception
of the slat-pivots. ’

The slats being attached at their mid-lengths

to the hand-bar C, and the collars being arranged
-at the proper distances on the rod, the slats are

raised upontheir edges by means of the hand-bar -
and a clamp applied by pressing down the hold-
ersupon theslats close to thehand-bar ; the clamp
is then slid out to the ends of the slats, as shown,
and another clamp applied to the other ends of
the slats; the pivots are then in position to enter
their bearings &, and the stiles are readily applied.
‘Without the use of my clamp the entering of the
slats is a very uncertain operation, as while en-
tering one pivot several frequently drop out.

I c¢laim as my invention—

The clamp, composed of a number of holders,
E H, upon a rod D, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony of which invention I have here-
unto set my hand.

JAMES CHURCH.

Witnesses:
SAML. KNIGHT,
STEPH. BERNARD.




