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This invention relates to an improvement
in a tool box and more particularly to a tool
box of the valise type. .~ . = '

In order to facilitate a clearer understand-

5 ing of this invention, a brief comparison
~of the construction of tool boxes in present
use with applicant’s invention is deemed nec-
essary. 'The tool boxes now on the market,
while produced in accordance with various

10 clever .constructions, do not adequately. pro-

vide supporting means through the covers
of the usual load confined within the box.
It is true that some of the boxes are amply
strong to support their full weight in tools
18 but these boxes are-found to be of such a
heavy construction as to give them a cum-

bersome appearance and to decrease the num-

ber of uses to which a.box of this kind may
be put. Tool boxes have been provided with
covers supported by all manner of link mech-
anisms but it is believed that prior to appli-
cant’s invention no attempt has been made
to produce a tool box. which combined the
accessibility of the linked tray tool boxes
25 with the simple construction of the traveling
bag or valise. -It is a known fact that much
trouble has been encountered by manufac-
turers through supporting tool box covers
upon pivots or pivotal links because of the
30 fact that in the process of opening and clos-

ing the tool box, undesired pressure. 1is:

brought to bear upon the links which loosens
the rivets supporting them or bends the links

so that they jam and will not function prop- -

35 erly. In order to overcome these objections
it 1s applicant’s endeavor to produce a tool
box which makes use of neither links nor
pivot means to support the box by the han-
dles secured to the cover. ~ ‘ R

An object of this invention is to provide
a tool box~of the valige type with covers
which engage the full length of the box and
adequately support it when the box is in its
carrying position. ~ .. . B

Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a.tool box having pivoted covers which,
when closed; engage- the longitudinal walls
of the box and support said box by its en-
gagement therewith without relying on the
pivotal means which functions merely to
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guide the travel of the covers intb cither their

open or closed position. .
. Other objects and advantages-of this in--
vention will appear from'a consideration of
the following specification taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, in
which ; Ca ‘
© Fig. 1'is a perspective view of a tool box
produced in accordance with 'this invention;

Fig: 2is an end view of the tool box show-
ing the covers in their fully extended posi-
tion; Ao ' L

Fig. 8 is a transverse sectional view look-

&5

ing. into the end of the box and shows the

covers in the same position as shown in
Fig. 2; . . SRR :
Fig. 41s a transverse sectional view and

shows the covers in their closed position and

‘66

also the method of interlocking the covers

with the walls of the box; and :
Fig. b is a fragmentary top plan view with
parts broken away to clarify various details
of the construction. SR
Referring to the drawing and more par-
ticularly to Fig. 8, this invention is gener-
ally indicated by the reference numeral 10
comprising a body portion 12, and covers 13

-and 14. The body portion 12 is formed from

three separate elements. The side walls 15
and 16, are formed integral with the base
wall 17 and the end walls 18 and 19 are se-
cured in any suitable manner as by welding
to the flanges. 20 and 21 of the side and base
walls.  The upper ends of the side walls 15
and 16 .are provided with inwardly inclined
shoulders 24 which terminate in downwardly
extending flanges 25, said flanges being: par-
allel to the shoulders 24 and spaced there-

70,

80

from to provide pockets 26. The upper ends -

of each of the end walls 18 and 19 are cut

back a sufficient distance to permit said walls -

to enter the space within the ends of the box.
The feet 28 provided at each of the four
lower corners.of the body portion 12 are of
any standard pattern and, since they do not

form a part of this invention, further de-

scription thereof is unnecessary. ‘, ,
The covers 18 and 14 are constructed sub-
stantially identical one with the other with -
the exception that when the box has passed:
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a certain stage in assembling, the cover 13
is provided with a locking means and the
cover 14 is provided with a suitable support
to engage the locking means. The covers 18
and 14 are each u\mpusml of three elements,
namely, end walls 30 and top or longitudinal
walls 31. The end walls 30 are secur ed inany
stittable manner as by welding, to ﬂanges 32
of the longitudinal wall 31. Secured to the
upper ed% 34 of the cover 13 is a strip 36
which is adapted to receive the hardware used
to secure the covers 13 and 14 together. The
hardware located on the strip 36 consists of
catches 38 located one near each end and a
lock 39. The ends of the strips 36 are bent
to form right angle flanges 40 which over-
lap the flanges 32, provided at each end of
the wall 31, and 1is secured thereto in any
suitable manner as by welding. The end
walls 30 of the cover 13 terminate in acute

angles 41 remote from the gides thereof
which engage the wall portion 81. Extend-
ing from ‘beneath the flange 40 to the angle
portlon 41 and formed from the end wall 30
1s a raised portion 438, the purpose of which
will later be described. The wall 81 of the
cover is bent slightly at regular intervals to
provide faces 44 connected at angles 45.
Although only three faces 44 and two angles
45 are shown as constituting a cover, it is obvi-
ous that a greater or lesser number of faces
and angles might be provided without sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the cover as
shown.

The lower edge 47 of the lowermost face
44 is provided with an inwardly extending
flange 48 spaced from the wall 44 to DI‘OVlde
a pocket 49. When the cover 13 is plvot‘llly
mounted by pins 50 upon the end walls 18 and
19 of the body portion 12, said cover may
be swung from its position as shown in Fig.
3 to the position in Fig. 4 and it will be
found that when the cover is moved into its
raised position as shown in this last named
figure, the flange 48 thereof will enter the
pockct 26 of the wall 15 and the flange 25 of
the wall 15 will enter the pocket 49, Since
the flanges 25 and 48 are provided the full
length of the walls 15 and 31 respectively,
when the cover is brought into its clesed
position, it will engage the wall 15 through-
aut its length.

Inasmuch as the cover 14 is substantially
identical in construction to the cover 13, ref-
erence numerals designating the various parts
of the cover 13 are applied to the cover 14.
The cover 14, however, is provided along its
upper edge 34 with a stmp 52 which extends
the full ]en(rth of said cover and terminates
in right anﬂle flanges 53. The strip 52 is
similar to the strip 36 pr ovided in the cover
13 with the exception that in this instance
the strip is secured beneath the portion 34
and the flanges 53 thereof are within the end
walls 30 of the cover. This strip is secured
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in any suitable manner to the end walls 30
and edge 34 , pre: fer: ably by welding. The face
54 of the stup 36 is provided with appro-
priate slots whereby to receive the catches 38
and the engaging member of the lock 39.
he end walls 80 of the cover 14 terminate
in acute angles 41 by means of which said
cover is pivotally mounted by the pins 50
pon the end walls of the body portion 12.
Tne edge of the cover 14, which is adapted
to engage the portion 43 of the cover 18, is
promded with a slightly offset portion 56
which, when said covers are in engagement
w1th each other, rests between the portlon 43,
and the end wall of the body portion 12.
When the covers 18 and 14 have been se-
cured to the end walls 18 and 19 of the body
portion 12, they may be brought into engage-
ment with each other and there held bV the
catches 38. When this is done; the box may
be raised into its carrying position by means
of the bandles 58 secured to each cover. The
pl 18 50 will have ceased to function as a sup-
port for the covers, that is, all the weight or
load of the box will be taken by the flanges
48 of the covers which are in interlocking en-
gagement with the flanges 25 of the body por-
tion 12. It may be seen that by reason of this
construction the weight of the box is evenly

distributed upon -the covers 13 and 14 and

that, regardless of the amount of abuse to
which the box is subjected, the covers will
function properly since the supporting means
is almost incapable of becoming damaged to
the extent that it will not function. Atten-
tion is called to the fact that the pins-50 in no
way: aid in supporting the box but merely
function to guide the covers to-and from their
open and closed positions.

While only one modification of this inven-
tion has been shown and described, applicant
does not intend to be limited thereto, since
it is obvious that other modifications and
adaptations may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of this invention as
set forth in the following claims.

Having thus set forth my invention what

I claim as new and for which I desire pro-
tection by Letters Patent is:

1. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, said body portion having side and
end walls of equal height, said side walls
being provided with 1mv&rdly extending
shoulders, downwardly extending ﬂanores
vemn*lamno said shoulders, pins plvotally
mounting sald covers upon said body por-
tion, said covers comprising end and top
‘V‘Jl is, said top walls being formed to provide

Lightly flattened faces, the lowermost face
ol each cover fer mmafmo in-inwardly ex-
tending flanges adapted to engage the flanges
of said boﬂy portion whereby said body por-
tion may be supported by said covers.

2. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, said body portion having side
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and end walls of substantially equal height, closed and disengaged when said covers are

said side walls being provided with shoulders
which terminate in downwardly extending
flanges, pins pivotally mounting said covers
upon said body portion, said covers being
provided with shghtly flattened faces, the
lowermost face of each cover terminating in
full length flanges adapted to engage said
body portion. flanges when said covers are
in their closed position whereby said body
portion may be supported by said covers.

3. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, pins pivotally mounting said
covers upon said body portion, flanges
formed along the longitudinal walls of said
body portion, said covers being provided with
slightly flattened faces, the lowermost face of
each cover terminating in full length flanges
adapted to engage said body portion flanges
when said covers are in their closed position
whereby said covers may support the weight
of said body portion.

4. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, pins pivotally mounting said
covers upon said body portion, integral
flanges formed the full length of the longi-
tudinal walls of said body portion, each of
said covers being provided with slightly
flattened faces, a flange terminating the lower
face of each cover and adapted to interlock
with said body portion flange whereby said
covers, throughout their entire length, sup-
port the weight of said body portion.

5. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, means securing said covers in
operatable position upon said body portion,
flanges formed in the longitudinal walls of
said body portion, said covers being provided
with slightly flattened faces, flanges termi-
nating the edge of the lower face of each
cover, said last named flanges being adapted
to engage said first named flanges whereby
said covers engage and support the weight
of said body portion.

6. A tool box comprising a body portion
and covers, pins pivotally mounting said
covers upon said body portion, flanges formed
in the longitudinal walls of said body portion
and means forming part of said covers adapt-
ed to engage said flanges thereby support-
ing the weight of said body portion when said
box is in its carrying position.

7. A -tool box comprising a body portion,
covers pivotally supported on said body por-
tion, flanges terminating the lower edges of
said covers, and means forming a part of said

“body portion adapted to removably engage

said flanges whereby to support the weight
of said body portion through said covers
when said box is in carrying position.

8. A tool box comprising a body portion,

covers pivotally supported on said body por-
tion, mutually engageable and disengageable
means on said body portion and covers, said
means being engaged when said covers are

opened.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

JOHN E. COE.

signature.
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