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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES MARSHALL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Fall River, in the county of Bristol and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hat-Racks, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im- |

provements in hat-racks, such as are used in
the manufacture of hats. .

It is the object of my invention to simplify

and improve hat-racks of the above character,
and to provide a rack which will desirably
retain the hats thereon, and which is paxr-
ticularly adapted to stand the excessive heab
applied thereto while in their several stages
of formation.

Referring to the drvawing which forms a
part of the specification, the same letters of
reference denote like or corresponding parts
of the same, and of which the figure repre-
sents a perspective view of my novel rack
complete, the same being partly filled with
hat-bodies.

Aswill be observed from the drawing, the
capacity of my novel rack is just six dozen,
that number being particularly desirable and
more than is generally used, and thus greatly
expedites the transporting of hat-bodies from
one portion of a factory to another. It will
also be seen that the framework of my rack
is constructed entirely of hollow metallic
tubing, which is well adapted to stand the
heatsubjected thereto in the process of steam-
ing and drying hat-bodies, and which at the
same time is light and durable in every pat-
ticular.

Referring tothe letters of reference marked
upon the drawing, A A indicate suitable bases,
which are provided with legs bearing wheels
a @ to permit of the frame being radially
moved around on the floor. Said bases are
each provided in their tops with taps b to re-
ceive the vertical hollow post B B. Theyare
further provided upon their inner side with
similar taps ¢ to receive the outer ends of
the horizontal supporting-pieces C C. The
inner ends of said supporting-pieces are con-
nected by means of a 1, having an upright B’
secured therein. Said upright is provided

with a similar T connection e at its top, by
means of which the top horizental pieces D D

are connected, which pieces are of a length
corresponding to that of the bottomn pieces,
and are connected at their outer ends by
means of an elbow f f with the vertical posts
B B. Thus itwill be apparent thatthe above
constitutes the framework of the rack, and
forms a desirable construction.

The holders proper which support the hat-
bodies are formed in sections E, each being
adapted to accommodate a definite number
of hat-bodies, for instance, one dozen. Said
sections are preferably arranged vertically
within the frame, and so constructed as to
display the hat-bodies on either side thereof.
I form these several sections E of a single
piece of heavy twisted wire by bending the
same into substantially the shape shown in
the drawing, which is to bend the wire out-
ward and upwardly a desired distance, then
forming a suitable loop orhead ¢ and return-
ing the wire again to the main vertical line,
thus forming a complete holder I,-when the
wire is again carried out and upwardly on
the opposite side in substantially the same
manner as that of the side just described.
The free ends G of the wire of these sections
are secured to the frame in any desired or
preferred manner, for instance, as shown in
the drawing, which represents the wire ex-
tending through a bore of the frame and
headed on the opposite sides, or said ends
may be threaded to engage said frame or a
suitable nut, which construction would ad-
mit of said sections being removed.

In the matter of the detailed formation of
the sections E, just described, I do not limit
myself to the exact construction shown, as
the same may be varied to a considerable ex-
tent without departing from the gist of my
invention. This is also true of the location
of the holders upon the said sections. As
shown in the drawing, the holders of said
sections are formed in line with one another,
butin practice I find it equally as desirable

spect to each other, and therefore do in no
gsense limit my invention in either of the
above particulars.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A hat-rack of the class described, con-
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to have the position of these vary with re-
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sisting of a hollow metallic frame, a series of
sections of wire supports secured within said
frame, and bent to form holders ¥ to support
hat-bodies, substantially as described.

2. A hat-rack of the class described, con-
sisting of a hollow tubular frame formed in.
sections, as shown, a series of sectional sup--
ports constructed of wire, bent to form the
holders I upon which the hat-bodies are sup-
ported, substantially as described.

3. A hat-rack of the class described, con-
sisting of a frame having bases A A, vertical,
posts B, horizontal supporting-pieces C and
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D, couplings to unite the several sections,
wire sections secured between said suppor-
ing-pieces and bent o form holders F to -e-
tain hat-bodies thereon, substantially as ae-
scribed.

Signed at Bridgeport, in the county of Fair-
field and State of Connecticut, this 25th aav
of January, A. D. 1896,

JAMES MARSHATLIL.
TWitnesses:
JouxN C. CHAMBERLAIN,
C. M. NEWMAN,
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