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(57) Abstract

This invention is a surgical instrument and specifically is a device for delivering embolic coils to a selected site
within the vasculature of the human bady via use of a catheter. In particular, the device (100) involves an embolic coil
(102) having a radially enlarged member (104) attached to one end, which coil is released by forcing the radially enlarged
member axially through a distensible aperture (108) situated on the distal end of a pusher assembly (100). Alternatively,
the embolic coils (208) may be mounted on a guide wire (206) and a pusher sheath (210) within the catheter sheath (202)
used to push through the coils (208) through the end (204) of the catheter sheath (202). The catheter (202) has a
constricted distal tip (204) or other means of frictionally controlling the release of embolic coils (208). Additionally (or
alternatively), the guide wire tip (207) may engage the embolic coils (208) from their interior to allow precise placement
of the coils (208).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Group I, claims 1-13, drawn to the product of Figs. 1-8 and the method of using the product.

Group II, claims 14-23, drawn to the product of Figs. 10-12.

The claims of these two groups are directed to different products which are not so linked as to form a single inventive concept
The claims are drawn to mutually exclusive characteristics of each of the two groups. There are currently no claims drawn tq
the product of Fig. 9.
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