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(57) Abstract: A purging mechanism in which the effect for re-
moving dust, and the like, adhering to a sensor, and the like, can be
enhanced without increasing the size of the sensor while suppress-
ing running cost. The purging mechanism for removing substances
adhering to the surface of an article by means of gas comprises an
article containing section consisting of a space for containing the ar-
ticle and a through hole interconnecting the article containing space
and the outside, a section for holding the article such that a gap is
formed between the surface of the article and the inner end edge of
the through hole along the inner end edge of the through hole in the
article containing space of the articl containing section, and a gas
carrying section for supplying gas to the gap between the surface
of the article and the inner end edge of the through hole. Dust, and
the like, adhering to the surface of the article can be removed by
means of gas, structure of an apparatus can be made compact, and
deposition of dust, and the like, on the surface of the article can be
prevented.
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