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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MATHILDE SCHOTT, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

DIE AND DICE-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 435,635, dated Septembar 2, 1890.
Applcation filed July 30, 1890, Serial No, 360,384, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MATHILDE SCHOTT, &
citizen of the United States, and aresidentof
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Dice and
Dice-Boxes, of which the following is a de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

This invention relates to an improvement
in the game of dice-throwing, or in the ap-
paratus therefor, whether it be used as a
game or as a counter or indicator in connec-
tion with other games or trials of hazard or
chance.

Itiswell understood thatin the game of dice-
throwing several dice are generally thrown
from a box held in the hand of the player,
and after the sum of their value is computed
they are picked up and again put in the box
preparatory to again throwing them. These
are inconveniences that it is the object of my
invention to overcome—that is, it is the ob-
ject of my invention to dispense with all but
one die for use in a hand dice-box instead of
using three or four, as isusual, and yet, when
desired, to not materially lessen the range of
numbers or values in counting that appertain
to four ordinary dice.

The invention consists of a bottle-shaped
hand dice-box, which is preferably closed so
that the die cannotfall from it whatever be its
position, and is provided with a chamber in
which the die can freely turn in any direc-
tion, and.a contracted or neck portion of ap-
proximately the size, in cross-section, of the
die used, which contracted portion has an
opening permitting the observation of a num-
ber placed on the sides or faces of the die
when lying in that portion of the box; also of
a die having numbers or marks of value on
each of its sides or faces when used as a dice-
box, as above described.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is an
elevation view of a dice-box made in accord-
ance with my invention, with a die in posi-
tion therein. Fig.2 is a central longitudinal
section of the same. Fig. 3 isa plan view of
the box with the cover removed. Fig. 4is a
perspective view of my improved die, and
Fig. 5 is a modified constiuction of the box
and die.

In the views, A is the die. This is a block
of any suitable material having any desired
number of sides, though I prefer to usea cube.

In order to provide the usual range of num-
bers or values, I prefer to mark each side or
face of the die with four numbers near the
corners of such faces, as seen in Fig. 4, which
will give a range of numbers from 1 to 24, in-
clusive. For convenience in locating these
numbers the faces of the die may be divided
into four equal squares,and a number placed
in each square. It will therefore be seen, in
using such a die, if but a single number be
read from successively-exposed faces, that
the values of the single numbers, as well as
the range of their values, is substantially the
same asthough four dice of the common form
and numbering were employed and the sum
of the values of their exposed faces taken at
every throw. ’

B represents the dice-box, which may beof
any suitable material. Thisbox is closed by
a lid C, and is preferably corrugated upon its
inner surface at D to give the die a rolling
motion when it is being thrown. The body
or main portion E of the box is large enough
to permit the die to be turned over in any
direction and gradually curves to the con-
tracted socket-neck I, which is at its lower
end of a square form in cross-section and a
trifle larger than the die A, thus forming a
bottle-shaped chamber, in which the. die
moves. At the end of this neck is an open-
ing G, smaller than the die, through which a
number or mark of value on one face of the
die can be seen.

Any form of die may be used in this box,
provided it is of such shape that the number
or mark of value upon one of the faces will
be brought opposite the opening G, where it
can be readily observed.

If it is desired to give a greater range of
value than can be obtained from the num-
bers on the die when taken separately, one
or more additional openings G may be made
in the neck, each of which will register with
a number upon the faces of the die when in
position, and the sum of the numbers then
exposed may be taken.

In the modified construction shown in Fig.
5 the opening G is located centrally through
the wall of the neck F of the box, and the
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die A, instead of being marked with four
numbers upon each of its sides, is marked
with a single number or mark of value, which
may be a numeral or other mark, as a dot or
series of dots, located centrally upon each
face of the die, so that when the box has
been shaken and turned down to bring the
die into position on the bottom of the meck
¥ the number or mark upon one of the faces
will register with the opening G. This con-
struction employs the same prineiple herein-
before described—namely, a single die num-
bered upon each of its faces and capable of
being turned in the chamber X of the box to
bring any one of its faces opposite to the
opening G—and though the range of values
is quite limited it can be used for many pur-
poses. :

In practice, the box is tossed or shaken by
the hand of the player and then itis held up-
right, as in Figs. 1 and 5, with the opening G
toward the player. As the box is brought
to this position the die falls into the con-
tracted neck and one of the numbers upon
one of its faces appears through the opening
G and indicates the value of the player’s
throw. DBy these meansthegame may be car-
ried on with one die under conditions the
same as is common to the ordinary dice, and
withouttheinconvenience of continually add-
ing the separate values of the dice and pick-
ing them up and returning them to the box.
Furthermore, these improved implements of
the game are cheaper,and the die is both pro-
tected and preserved with the box against
being lost or misplaced. This box and die
may be used for most of the purposes to which
the common dice are applicable. They may
be used to determine a chance countin other
games, or to indicate the order of play, as in
thegameof billiardsknown as“pool.” There
are also various uses that this box is capable
of—as a toy, a game, or as a part of a game—
but it isnot essential to mention these here,
as the foregoing explains thie purpose and use

-of the invention.

I am aware that it has been proposed to
make a dice-box revolving in fixed supports
and containing five or more dice, each hav-
ing four numbers on one face only, the dice 50
being held in the box so that the common
plane of their numbered faces cannot change,
and there being openings in the box through
which one number on each face of three dice
could be seen. This I do not claim. My die 55
and box are constructed to obviate any addi-
tion of values and the use of more than one
die, which is capable of being turned in any
direction in the large chamber E of the box,
so that the numbers upon all of the sides or -6o
faces may be broughtopposite the opening G.

What is claimed as new is—

1. A dice-box consisting of a chamber in
which the die can turn freely in any direction,
and a neck or socket of substantially the 63
shape of the die, the neck being provided
with an opening of less area than the face of
the die, through which the numbers on the
faces of the die, when opposite the opening,
can be seen. 70

2. The combination of a die having each of
its sides or faces numbered or provided with
a mark or marks of value, and a dice-box con-

‘sisting of a chamber in which the die can

turn freely in any direction, and a neck or 75
socket of substantially the shape of the die,
the neck being provided with an opening
through which the numbers on the faces of
the die can be seen.

3.  The combination of a die having each of &o
its faces or sides marked with four numbers
or other marks of value, and a dice-box con-
sisting of a chamber in which the die can
turn freely in any direction, and a mneck or
socket of substantially the shape of the die, 85
the neck being provided with an opening
through which the numbers on-the faces of
the die can be seen.

MATHILDE SCHOTT.

Witnesses:
Fritz ROTHE,
GEORGE SPERRY.




