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This invention relates to a container formed of elastic
film and having means for conveniently dispensing the
contents thereof.

The container of the invention is preferably formed
of an elastic film which is heat sealable, such as thin
gauge polyethylene, While the inventive concept may be
utilized in the packaging of various and sundry products,
it will be found especially useful for packaging paper
towels, and napkins, or other paper products of the single
fold, or multifold type.

Briefly, the container of the invention comprises an
elastic film type wrapper, or bag, which dis heat sealed
to snugly enclose a product, e.g. folded towels, and which
has a tear strip defined by two rows of serrations, which
tear strip may be removed so that the contents thereof may
be dispensed in an orderly manger. In one embodiment,
the container includes a header type of label having
punched holes for hanging purposes, thus allowing the
towels to be dispensed from a hanging position. The con-
tainer may be transparent, or translucent, and in either
case, may have printed matter thereon, if desired. The
container may be made on one machine and packed in
another, or may be made and packed on automatic ma-
chinery.

The main object of this invention is to provide a plastic
film container having means for conveniently dispensing
the contents thereof.

An object of the invention is to provide a plastic con-
tainer of the elastic film type which is heat sealable.

A more specific object of the invention is to provide
an elastic film container which is heat sealable, and which
may be used for packaging a quantity of paper products
of the single, or multifold type, and which has means for
the orderly dispensing of said products.

Still another object is to provide an elastic film con-
tainer preferably made from thin gauge polyethylene.

Another object of the invention is to provide an elastic
film container for packaging paper products, and which
incorporates means whereby the container may be hung
for dispensing the products from a hanging position.

Still another object of the invention is to provide an
elastic film container which may be transparent, or trans-
lucent, and which may have printed matter thereon if
desired.

These and further objects and features of the inven-
tion will become more apparent from the following de-
scription and accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a container embodying
the principles of the invention, and having a hanger means
for dispensing the products therein from a hanging posi-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a vertical section view taken at the mid-
region of the container of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the container of FIG. 1 prior
to being filled with a product;
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FIG. 4 is a section view generally as seen from line
3—3 in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the container of FIG. 1.

A container 30, embodying the principles of the inven-
tion is shown in FIGS. 1 to 5, has a hanger means 32
affixed at the upper end of the container so that the prod-
ucts therein may be dispensed while the container is sus-
pended. The container 3¢ is formed of a flat sheet of
thermoplastic material, such as polyethylene, and is folded
upon itself to form sides 34 and 36, and an expandable
bottom portion provided by a reverse, or inwardly ex-
tending fold 38 (FIGS. 3 and 4). The sides of the con-
tainer are heat sealed as at 40, while an extension of one
of the sides provides a lip portion 41. A tear strip 42
is provided at the inner crease of the bottom portion fold
38, which tear strip is formed of two parallel rows of
serrations 44 extending substantially the full width of the
container, and a crosscut 46 toward each end of the
trows. The tear strip 42 is arranged so that when the
container 39 is filled with paper products, such as towels,
they may be successively dispensed from the opening pro-
vided by the tear strip 42. The distance between the
rows of serrations 44 may be such as to make dispensing
of towels one at a time feasible, such distance, for ex-
ample, being ¥4 inch to 3 dinch.

The hanger means 32 may be formed of a strong paper
and applied by adhesives after the bag is filled with
the product and the open end thereof is closed by means
such as heat sealing. Or, a strong paper may be coated
with polyethylene and applied over the open end of the
filled bag, then closed and bonded together by means
such as applying heat. Holes 48 may be punched through
the hanger assemblage so that the container may be sup-
poried in hanging position for easy dispensing of the
products contained therein.

The container above described is preferably made from
an elastic type of thermoplastic, that is, one which has
some “give,” so that the product will be tightly held,
and the container will automatically adjust to small ir-
regularities in the product, if necessary. The material,
as mentioned, is preferably heat sealable so that the con-
tainer may be made in a rapid and economical manner.
Materials which may be used are, for example, normally
solid polyolefins, particularly polyethylene, polypropyl-
ene, copolymers of ethylene and propylene and the like.
The material may be clear i.e., transparent, or may be
translucent, and have printing thereon if desired.

The foregoing description has been given in detail
without thought of limitation since the inventive principles
involved are capable of assuming other forms without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or the scope of
the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A container formed of a rectangular sheet of elastic
film folded wupon itself and heat sealed along two side
edges to provide a two sided bag having an opening at
one end, an integral lip portion provided at the open
end of the bag, a pleated boftom portion formed by
inwardly extending folded sections, and a tear strip ar-
ranged in the bottom portion, said tear strip being formed
of two rows of parallel extending serrations, said tear
strip being further defined by a crosscut extending between
the serrations at both ends of the tear strip.
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2. A contairer according to claim 1, wherein a header
is- secured to the integral lip portion, said header being
formed with openings whereby the container may be sus-
pended from the header during use.

3. A container according to claim 1, wherein the elastic
film is made from polyethylene.

4. A container according to claim 1, wherein the elastic
film is made from a transparent polyethylene.
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