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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN GATMBTE, OR' PHTTADETHPHTA, ANTo ETOWIN K. DAVIS, OF TMONT CTARE, PENINSYL-- 

`VANTA, ASSIGNOR.S TO GEORGE A. REACH, OF PHILLADELP|HTA, PENNSYLVANTA. 

TMLAS]K 1E'0]R, BASE-BATL PLAYERS. 

1,012,252. 

Be it knoWn that We, JoHN GAMBLE and 
FDWIN R. IDAWTS, residing, respectiWely, at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Phila.delphia, 
and State of Pennsylvania, and Mont Clare, 
in the county of Montgomery and State of 
Pennsylwania, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Masks for Base-Ball 
Players, of which the folloWing is a specifi 
cation. ~ 

Our invention relates to masks for base 
ball catchers. ^ 

The object of our in wention is to produce 
?u wire mask adapted to be · Worn ower the 
face of a, base ball catcher to protect him 
from · injury, the structure of Which is ar 
1'anged and braced to afford adequate re 
sistance to the force of the impact of a base 
ball Without obstructing the wision of the 
`W€).]*é]]', 

A further object thereof is to produce a, 
Wire mask in Which no vertical longitudinal 
Wire occurs in front of the eyes, thus per 
mitting an unobstructed eye opening With 
Out impairing the Structural strength there 
of, and a still further object thereof is to 
prOwide more simple and efficient details of 
COnstruction in an article of the claSS de 
Scribed than has heretOfore been produced. 
To these ends. Our invention includes the 

combinations and arrangement Of compo 
nent partS to be hereinafter described and 
more particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 

In the acCOmpanying draWings, in Which 
like reference characters indicate similar 
partS, H'igure 1 is a front wieW of our imwen 
tion, Fig. 2 is a side wieW of the Same: Fig. 
8 is a perspective wieW of a modified form 
thereof, and Fig. 4 is a detail wieW of a por 
tion thereof showing our preferred manner 
Of uniting the Wire members to each other 
at their interSections. • ^ 

Our inWention includes, generally, a sub 
Stantially OWal shaped main frame of rigid 
Wire adapted to fit around the face of the 
Wearer, a protruding upper and lower Wire 
Structure built upon said main frame hawing 
an Open and unobstructed space betWéen the 
Said upper and loWer frames in front of the 
eyes of the Wearer, said upper and lower 
frames being united to the main frame and 
to each other at the Sides of the eye opening 
to form truSSeS to Support Same upon the 
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main frame and against displacement from 
each Other at Said opening. 

Referring nOW to the draWings, 1 - indi-" 
cateS a, Substantially OWal-shaped main frame 
Of rigid Wire, the ends of which are suitably 
COupled together aS by the sleewe 2. The 
loWer portion of the frame is bent outWardly 
at 8 tO accOmmodate the chin of the wearer. 

Carried on the longitudinal sides of the 
main frame 1 We Secure the auxiliary longi 
tudinal Side frameS 4 and b, which are at 
tached at their ends to the main frame and 
are bent forWard adjacent to their ends to 
project beyond the main frame, to protect 
the sides of the face Of the wearer and as 
Sist in Supporting the upper and lower 
frames · 6 and 't hereinafter described. 
Mounted upon Said main frame 1 and side 
frames 4 and 5, We prOwide an upper frame 
6 and loWer frame 'ff of rigid Wire, hawing 
an unobstructed Opening betWeen Same, and 
united to Said main and side frames and to 
each other tO cower and protect the face of 
the Wearer. AS shOWn in the dra.Wings, said 
WOwen frames comprise the hOrizontal Wires " 
8 and 8^ Secured at their ends to the main 
OWal frame 1 adjacent to the upper and 
lower ends thereof, respectively, which pro 
ject forWardly and form Substantially semi 
circles tO bridge the Space between the longi 
tudinal wertical sides of the main frame. 
The lower edge of the upper frame 8 is 
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formed by the horizontal wire 9 and the ? 
upperedge of the loWer frame is formed by 
a similar Wire 9’, both of Which also form 
arches and bridge the Space betWeen the lon 
gitudinal Sides of the main frame. Said 
Wire members 9 and 9^ are spaced apart to 
prOwide the horizontal eye opening 10 be 
tWeera the Same at the front of the mask 
Without a wertical longitudinal connection 
at their medial point, which is usually pro 
wided to Support the upper and lower 
frames, and to adequately Support the upper 
and loWer frames, Said members are Secured 
upon the main frame and to each other in 
the manner hereinafter described. At 
points on each side of the line of wision of 
the Wearer, said Wire members 9 and 9^ are 
bent' at an angle , from" their horizontal 
planeS tOWard each other and inter'sect 
each other at 11 and . 11” and also inter 
Sect the Side frameS 4 and 5 intermediate 
of the intersections With each other and their 
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ends. At each of said intersections strong 
cOnnectiOnS are made betWeen the members, 
by SOldering 0r other means, our preferred 
form of jointure being more clearly shown 
in Fig. 4. Of the drawings, and hereinafter 
Imore particularly described. It will be ap 
parent that the said arrangement of the wire 
members 9 and 9^ form triangular trussed 
SupportS betWeen the upper and iOWer 
frameS 6 and 'f outside of the line of wision 
Of the Wearer, and rigidly and inseparably 
tinite Same on the main frame 1 Without am 
objectionable medial longitudinal support. 
The upper and lower fr':ames 6 and 7 are 

COImpleted for the protection of the face 
from a ball by the medial ridge members 12 
and 12” and intermediate wertical member's 
18 and 18” Which are sectured at their ends 
tO the arched hOriZOnt:al members 8 and 8” 
and 9 and 9^.., respectively, and to close the 
mesh and Support the frames, they are prO 
wided with inte1'mediate arched horizontal 
membeTS 14 and 14^ Secured at their ends to 
the Side frames 8 and 4, and intermediate of 
their ends are united to each of the said in 
termediate we]'tical members. 

In the naOdified form · Of. Our invention 
shOWn in I'ig. 8 | Of the drawings, the Wire 
Imembers 9 and 9^ at thei]' inter'sections with 
each other at 16 and 16”, are Secured by a 
h:alf tu1'r1 au1'Ound each other, and the ends 
thereof bent backWard tOWard the main 
frame 1 to which they are attached. The 
tmodified structure thus described reverses 
the points of attachment Of the ends of said 
Wires frOIm th:at shown in the first embodi 
ment described, but fully preser'Wes the 
trt|ISSed Structure for Supporting the frames 
upOn each other', 

IFor the purpose of providing reinforce 
ment for the uppeI' and loWer frames 6 and 
f, We p1'(}|wide stay Wires 16 and 17, which as 
shOWn. :are attached to the Corner's of the 
main frame1 and extend diagonally acrOSS 

' the faces of said upper and lower frames 
?und are sect|red inter'mediate Of their ends 
to the Wire member's 9 and 9° ?ut their point 
Of juncttt I'e With the medial ridge Wires 12 
and 12',:?1'Ound which they may be looped 
fol' attachment, and Said stay Wires are also 
attached to Such. Of the wel'tical and hOri 
ZOntal member'S Of the tupper' and lower 
frames at their juncture as may be deemed' 
expedient for st1'uctural strength. 
As mOre particularly shown in Fig. 4 O{ 

the dra Wings, the Wii'e members comprising 
a frame Of (Ot! }’ mask are attached to each 
Other' ?ut their several points of inter'section 
by interlocking Same by COinciding depres 
Sions 18 which form coóperating seats to 
preWeiat the displacement of the parts by the 
force of it bloW and may be held therein by 
SOldering Or braZing or other Suitable means. 

1,012,258 

The structure of our mask, as thus de 
Scribed, may be prOwided with suitable rear 
frames 19 Or 20, as shown in the draWings, 
and With conwenient face cushions and har 
IneSS for Securing Same on the head, and it 
Will be appreciated that the parts and com 
binations herein described may be varied 
Within a Wide range Without departing from 
the Spirit and Scope of Our imwention. 

Ha.wing thus described Our invention, what 
We claim aS neW and desire to be secured by 
luetters Patent, is– 

1. In a mask, the combination. With a main 
frame, of upper and lower frames mounted 
thereOn, haWing an unobstructed eye open 
ing between Same, and means for bracing 
Said uppet' and lower frames on each other, 
Substantially as described. 

2. In a mask, the combination. With a main 
frame, Of upper and lower prOtruding 
frames carried thereOn, hawing a transwerse 
Opening betWeen Same, and interlocking 
me:?.nS between Same at each side of the di 
rect line Of wision of the wearer, substan 
tially as described. 

8. In a mask, the combination. With a main 
frame, Of protruding upper ' and lower 
frameS Of WOwen Wire mounted thereon, 
haWing a tranSwerSe Opening betWeen Same, 
the adjacent memberS Of said upper and 
loWer frame structures being deflected to in 
ter'Sect each other at each side of said Open 
ing inteI'mediate of their' attachment on the 
main frame, Stubstantially as described. '' 

4. In a mask, the COmbination. With a main 
frame, Qf prOtruding WOVen Wire upper and 
lOWer frames, hawing a transwerse open 
ing betWeen Same, Said upper and lower 
frameS being interlocked and truSSed upon 
Said main frame, and diagOnally arranged 
stayS reinforcing Same, Substantially as de 
SCribed. 

?. In a mask, the combination with a sub 
Sta]ntially OWal-shaped main frame and lon 
gitudinal side frames, of arched transverse 
Wire frames carried thereOn hawing a trans 
werSe Opening between Same, the adjacent 
Imembers Of said transwerSe frames being in 
te1'lOcked and truSSed On Said main and side 
frameS, Substantially as described. 

6. In a mask, the combination. With a main 
frame, Of arched WOwen Wire frames mount 
ed thereOn h:a.wing an eye Opening therein, 
the members Of said frames having coincid 
ing depressionS at their interSections for 
uniting Same together, Substantially as de 
Scribed. 

JOHN (GAMBILE. 
IDWWIN K. ID AWIS. 

Witnesses : 
ROBERT H'. NTxON, Jr. 
BANDALL F). THOMIPSON. 

0?opies of this paterat may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ** CommiSSioner of Patents, 
Washington, T0, 0.?? ^ 
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