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1 Claim, (ClL 5—337)

This invention relates to pillows, cushions, pillow
cases or the like and has for its object to provide articles
of this character with means whereby a satisfactory air
flow and fouled air dispersion is immediate from any
point of contact of the user, the pillow or the like being
particularly for use for babies, young children, invalids
and so forth.

As is well know, many accidents by suffocation are
caused by reason of lack of airflow when using ordinary
pillows.

According to the present invention a pillow, cushion,
pillow case or the like, is provided with interconnected
holes or passages which pass through the pillow or the
like and are open at all the outer faces of the pillow or
the like.

The pillow or the like may be formed by resilient ma-
terial such as polythene, india-rubber, or resilient plastic
material.

The invention will now be described by way of ex-
ample with referemce to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a cushion.

FIG. 2 is an end view of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are respectively, a plan view and an end
view of a second form of construction.

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a third form of construction
and,

FiG. 6 is a section on the line VI—VI of FIG. 5.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, suitable material such as
a block 1 of india-rubber, polythene, or plastic of a suit-
able density and size, such as 14 inches x 14 inches x 2
to 3 inches for pillows, and 2 feet 6 inches x 1 foot 6
inches x 3 to 6 inches for cushions, is provided with holes
2, 3 which experiment has shown are preferably not less
than ¥ of an inch in diameter and not more than %4 of
an inch apart, depending on the resiliency and bearancy
of the material used. The holes 2, 3 are interconnected
with one another throughout the length, depth and breadth
of the material, as otherwise the purpose of the inven-
tion would not be achieved.

As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the cushion is formed by
elements 5, 6 of an impermeable material of suitable
structure, preferably polythene, rubber or other suit-
able plastic material. The elements 5, 6 are arranged
at right-angles to one another and are secured together
by stitching or the like at the points at which they cross
one another.

As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, suitable folded lengths
or layers 12 of an impermeable material of suitable tex-
ture, preferably of polythene, rubber or plastic material,
are arranged in a homogeneous openwork mass or criss-
cross manner to the desired thickness, so as to form a
honeycomb structure of interconnected tunnels, the
lengths or layers 10 being of a suitable size and thick-
ness. The structure thus formed is covered with a thin
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layer 11 of perforated, openwork construction, or- suf-
ficiently porous rubber, polythene or the like, enclosed
in a sufficiently porous covering 12.

A polythene mono-filament yarn of suitable resiliency
may be knitted or woven in a stocking or such-like open-
work stitch, into a bag or case of suitable size, such bag
to be filled to the desired thickness with a similar ma-
terial, not necessarily knitted but so arranged as to as-
sure a iree passage or disperion of air throughout. One
way of doing this would be by crimping the yarn to be
used as interior filling or stuffing, the whole to be cov-
ered in a sufficiently openwork ticking of material hav-
ing similar impermeable properties as suitably processed
polythene monofilament, the fibres sold under the Reg- -
istered Trade Marks “Courlene” and “Courlene X3,”
or the like, of openwork constructions: a “Courlene” or
“Courlene X3” curtain net has been found to be satis-
factory for this purpose.

A pillow so constructed and of such materlals, being
water-resistant, does not swell or shrink, can be washed
and dried quickly, it is rot-proof, mothproof, non-toxic
and unaffected by insects or bacteria. Further, such a
construction ' greatly assists in preventing discomfiture
in cases of perspiration of the user in contact with the
pillow, the immense volume of distributed air causing
quick evaporation of moisture by virtue of the slightest
movement of a child or user causing a gentle air flow or
displacement at the pillow surface and throughout the
pillow. A piillow or the like so constructed, constitutes
an excellent insulator acquiring body temperature almost
instantly, no artificial warming before use being neces-
sary.

In all cases the porosity of the pillow or the like is
such as to be sufficient to prevent a baby’s dribblings or
the like from blocking the pores and preventing the free
fiow and dispersion of air.

It will be understood that an ordinary closely woven
pillowslip would be entirely inadequate or unsatisfactory
in conjunction with the pillow as above described. Only
a pillowslip constructed of openwork design, polythene,
“Courlene,” or the like, curtain net or the like, is satis-
factory.

I claim:

A sanitary. pillow insuring free flow of air and pas-
sage of secretions of the nose and mouth, comprising, in
combination, a homogeneous openwork criss-cross mass
of impermeable, resilient, plastic material providing a
washable, unshrinkable honeycomb structure of inter-
connecting air tunnels connected throughout the length
and breadth of the pillow, a network of elongated loops
of plastic material for holding the said criss-cross mass
in shape, and a cover of porous material enclosing and
concealing said criss-cross mass and said loops.
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