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Present independent claim 5 relates to a resistance mechanism suitable
for a pull-cord driven exercise device. However, neither the definition
of the resistance mechanism as such nor its structural and functional
relation to the pull-cord driven exercise device allows the skilled
person to clearly determine the subject-matter for which protection is
sought. For example it is not clear if the pull-cord is part of the
resistance mechanism, of the pull-cord driven exercise device and/or of
both, and what might be the relation between the resistance element and
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mounted drive element in combination with a pivotally mounted resistance
element can be found. Moreover, even considering these examples and the
application as a whole, it is not possible to determine the structural
and functional relation between drive element, resistance element, grip
element and transmission means of the resistance mechanism intended by
the definitions of claim 5. This non-compliance with the substantive
provisions is to such an extent, that the search was performed taking
into consideration the non-compliance in determining the extent of the
search (PCT Guidelines 9.19). Consequently, independent claim 5 as well
as claims 6-13 dependent on claim 5 and claims
15,16,20-23,25-27,37-41,44-50,52,53 when depending of claim 5 have not
been searched.
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inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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