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a chamber in fluid communication with the hollow fluid 
passageway, and a plurality of fluid diversion conduits 
extending radially outward from the chamber. A plurality of 
watering lines, each carrying a valve to control fluid flow 
through the lines, extend radially outward from the fluid 
distribution hub. Each watering line has a Source end in fluid 
communication with one of the fluid diversion conduits, and 
a nozzle end disposed near a distal end of one of the arms 
for channeling fluid into the plant container. 
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SELF-WATERING PLANT CARRYING 
APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a Support for hanging 
plants, and more particularly, to a Self-watering plant car 
rying apparatus for Supporting plants in an elevated arrange 
ment while enabling the plants to be regularly watered with 
a Selective amount of water flow to prevent over-watering. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Hanging plants are often used as landscaping accents that 
add color and variety to the decor of a home. While hanging 
plants can be an attractive addition to any landscape, a 
wilted or dead plant hanging in an especially visible area is 
a significant detraction. Further, hanging plants are more 
likely to dry out and wither if not watered on a regular basis, 
thus requiring considerably more attention than potted plants 
or plants placed in the ground around the house. AS Such, the 
biggest problem with using hanging plants to decorate a 
house is the difficulty in regularly providing water to the 
plants, especially in dry and windy climates. 

The prior art is replete with various types of plant Stands 
and Self-watering mechanisms. Only a relative few of these 
inventions, however, are directed Specifically to hanging 
plants, as for example the elevated plant watering apparatus 
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,974,731. All of these inventions 
are either overly complex, costly to manufacture, wasteful of 
water, unsightly, or incapable of hanging more than one 
plant at a time. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an apparatus for carrying a plurality of plants in an 
elevated arrangement. 

It is another object of the present invention to deliver a 
Supply of water to the Suspended plants on a regular basis 
while avoiding over-watering and the wasteful use of water. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
Self-watering plant carrying apparatus that is manufactured 
in a plurality of parts for ease of Storage, transportation, and 
assembly. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
Self-watering plant carrying apparatus that is constructed 
and arranged in an attractive manner So as to function as a 
yard ornament, in addition to an apparatus for carrying 
plants. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above objectives are accomplished according to the 
present invention by providing an apparatus for carrying and 
watering plants that includes an elongated central Support 
conduit having a lower portion adapted for being placed 
generally vertically into the ground to Support the apparatus 
in an upright orientation, an upper portion extending 
upwardly from the lower portion to provide Support for 
carrying plants above the ground, and a hollow fluid pas 
Sageway for receiving and channeling fluid from the lower 
portion upward through the upper portion for distribution to 
plants being carried by the apparatus. A fluid Supply con 
nector is provided extending laterally from along the length 
of the central Support conduit in fluid communication with 
the fluid passageway for connecting to a fluid Supply and 
channeling fluid directly into the fluid passageway. A plu 
rality of downwardly arching arms are provided having a 
first distal end carried by the upper portion of the central 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
Support conduit, and a Second distal end extended radially 
outward from the central Support conduit above the ground 
being adapted for carrying a plant container housing a plant 
in an elevated arrangement. A fluid distribution hub is 
carried by the upper portion of the central Support conduit 
being constructed and arranged for receiving fluid from the 
fluid passageway and channeling the fluid for delivery to the 
plants carried by the arms. A watering line is carried by each 
one of the downwardly arching arms extending radially 
outward from the fluid distribution hub generally along the 
downward arch of the arm. Each of the watering lines has a 
Source end connected in fluid communication to the fluid 
distribution hub, and a nozzle end disposed near the Second 
distal end of the arm for channeling fluid into the plant 
container carried by the arm. 

Preferably, a valve is carried by each watering line for 
Separately controlling the flow rate of fluid through each of 
the watering lines. 

In a preferred embodiment, the fluid distribution hub 
includes a chamber in fluid communication with the fluid 
passageway, and a plurality of fluid diversion conduits 
extending radially outward from the chamber in fluid com 
munication with the chamber. The Source end of each 
watering line is connected in fluid communication to one of 
the fluid diversion conduits for channeling water from the 
fluid passageway through the watering line to the plant 
container. A valve interconnects each watering line to one of 
the fluid diversion conduits in fluid communication for 
separately controlling the flow rate of fluid out of the fluid 
passageway and through each watering line to the plants. 

Preferably, the downwardly arching arms include a hoop 
hanger carried by the Second distal end being constructed 
and arranged for carrying a plant container having a comple 
mentary hooking member for engaging the hoop hanger. 

In a particularly advantageous embodiment, a mounting 
sleeve is carried circumferentially on the central Support 
conduit having a plurality of arm brackets adapted for 
receiving and holding the first distal end of the plurality of 
downwardly arching arms to carry the arms on the central 
Support conduit. The mounting sleeve includes a releasable 
sleeve Securing member for engaging the central Support 
conduit to Secure the sleeve at a Selected position along the 
length of the central Support conduit, and disengaging to 
allow the sleeve to Slide along the length of the central 
Support conduit to adjust the height of the arms above the 
ground. Additionally, each of the arm brackets includes a 
releasable arm Securing member for engaging the first distal 
end of one of the downwardly arching arms to Secure the 
arm to the bracket, and disengaging to allow removal of the 
a. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The construction designed to carry out the invention will 
hereinafter be described, together with other features 
thereof. The invention will be more readily understood from 
a reading of the following specification and by reference to 
the accompanying drawings forming a part thereof, wherein 
an example of the invention is shown and wherein: 

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a Self-watering plant 
carrying apparatus according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 shows a cross-section view of the hollow fluid 
passageway and fluid distribution hub according to the 
invention; and, 
FIG.3 shows a detailed perspective view of the mounting 

sleeve and fluid distribution hub according to the invention. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT 

With reference to the drawings, the invention will now be 
described in more detail. Referring to FIG. 1, a self-watering 
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plant carrying apparatus, designated generally as A, is 
shown carrying a plurality of plants in an elevated 
arrangement, while also providing the ability to water the 
plants. 
AS best shown in FIG. 1, the apparatus includes an 

elongated central Support conduit 10 having a lower portion, 
designated generally as 12, adapted for being placed gen 
erally vertically into ground 14 to Support the apparatus in 
an upright orientation. Central Support conduit 10 further 
includes an upper portion, designated generally as 20, 
extending upwardly from Said lower portion to provide 
Support for carrying plants 22 above the ground. 

Lower portion 12 is adapted by providing a cap 16 carried 
by the lower distal end of central Support conduit 10. The 
cap is water tight and insures that water is directed upward 
through central support conduit 10. To help stabilize lower 
portion 12 in the ground, a Stabilizer bar 18 is carried by cap 
16 which extends laterally into the ground to provide further 
Support for anchoring central Support conduit 10 in the 
ground. In an alternative embodiment, a flat metal plate may 
be welded to the distal end of lower portion 12 in place of 
the cap and Stabilizer bar. The metal plate eliminates the 
need to thread the distal end of lower portion 12 and provide 
cap 16. 
As best shown in FIG. 2, central support conduit 10 

includes a hollow fluid passageway 24 for receiving and 
channeling fluid from lower portion 12 upward through 
upper portion 20 for distribution to plants 22 being carried 
by the apparatus. Referring again to FIG. 1, a fluid Supply 
connector 26 is included in lower portion 12 of central 
Support conduit 10 and extends laterally. Fluid Supply con 
nector 26 is in fluid communication with fluid passageway 
24. Fluid Supply connector 26 is adapted for connecting to 
a fluid supply represented in FIG. 1 by hose 28 imbedded in 
ground 14. Fluid Supply connector 26 channels the water 
from the fluid Supply directly into fluid passageway 24 So 
that the water or other fluid will fill fluid passageway 24. 
While fluid supply connector 26 is shown positioned on 
lower portion 12 underground, it could alternatively be 
positioned anywhere along the length of central Support 
conduit 10. 

A plurality of downwardly arching arms 30 are carried by 
central support conduit 10 to carry plants 22. Each of the 
downwardly arching arms has a first distal end 32 carried by 
upper portion 20 of central support conduit 10. Each of 
downwardly arching arms 30 extend radially outward from 
central support conduit 10 to position a second distal end 34 
above the ground. Second distal end 34 is further adapted for 
carrying a plant container housing plants 22. In a preferred 
embodiment, second distal end 34 of each of said down 
Wardly arching arms 30 includes a hoop hanger 36 con 
Structed and arranged for carrying a plant container having 
a complimentary hooking member 38 for engaging hoop 
hanger 36. As shown in FIG. 1, hooking member 38 sus 
pends the plants in a plant container above the ground and 
generally beneath second distal end 34 of each of down 
wardly arching arms 30. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a fluid distribution hub, designated 
generally as 40, is carried by upper portion 20 of central 
support conduit 10. The fluid distribution hub is constructed 
and arranged for receiving fluid from fluid passageway 24 
and channeling the fluid for delivery to plants 22 carried at 
second distal end 34 of each of the downwardly arching 
arms 30. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, fluid distribution hub 
40 includes a chamber 42 in fluid communication with 
passageway 24. Additionally, a plurality of fluid outlet 
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4 
control members extend radially outward from said fluid 
distribution hub. The control members are in fluid commu 
nication with chamber 42 and connect to waterlines 46 
carried by each of arms 30 for distributing water to the plants 
at a controlled flow. The fluid outlet control members 
include fluid diversion conduits 44 extending radially out 
ward from chamber 42 which are in fluid communication 
with the interior of chamber 42, and valves 52 that connect 
each of fluid diversion conduits 44 to one of watering lines 
46. In this manner, water which enters fluid passageway 24 
is directed up through central Support conduit 10 to chamber 
42 where it is diverted into fluid diversion conduits 44 for 
distribution to plants 22. Preferably, each of fluid diversion 
conduits 44 is aligned generally above one of downwardly 
arching arms 30. Additionally, it is preferred that fluid 
distribution hub 40 be removably carried by central Support 
conduit 10 to allow for cleaning of chamber 42 and fluid 
diversion conduits 44 from the inside. 

In order to distribute the water flowing into fluid diversion 
conduits 44, a watering line 46 is carried by each one of 
downwardly arching arms 30. The watering lines 46 extend 
radially outward from fluid distribution hub 40 generally 
along each of the downwardly arching arms 30. Referring to 
FIGS. 1 and 2, each of watering lines 46 include a source 
end, designated generally as 48 connected in fluid commu 
nication with fluid distribution hub 40. Additionally, each of 
watering lines 46 include a nozzle end, designated generally 
as 50, disposed near second distal end 34 of each of 
downwardly arching arms 30 for channeling fluid into the 
plant containers carried by the arms. Preferably, a valve 52 
is carried by each of watering lines 46 for Separately 
controlling the flow rate of fluid through each of the water 
ing lines for distribution to plants 22. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment as best shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, 
Source end 48 of each watering lines 46 is connected in fluid 
communication to one of fluid diversion conduits 44 for 
channeling water from fluid passageway 24 through the 
watering lines to plants 22. In this arrangement, it is pre 
ferred that valve 52 interconnects each of watering lines 46 
to one of fluid diversion conduits 44 in fluid communication 
for separately controlling the flow rate of fluid out of fluid 
passageway 24 and through each of watering lines 46 to the 
plants 22. As best shown in FIG. 2, Zip ties 54 or other 
Securing members may be used to attach watering lines 46 
to downwardly arching arms 30 so that the watering line 
runs along the arm to deliver the fluid directly above plants 
22, which are carried at Second distal end 34 of the arms. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3, the apparatus includes a 
mounting sleeve 56 carried circumferentially on central 
support conduit 10. Mounting sleeve 56 includes a plurality 
of arm brackets 58 adapted for receiving and holding first 
distal end 32 of each of said downwardly arching arms 30 to 
carry the arms on central Support conduit 10. AS best shown 
in FIG. 3, mounting sleeve 56 includes a releasable sleeve 
Securing member 60 for engaging central Support conduit 10 
to Secure the sleeve at a Selected position along the length of 
central Support conduit 10. Releasable sleeve Securing mem 
ber 60 can be disengaged to allow the sleeve to be reposi 
tioned by Sliding the sleeve along the length of central 
support conduit 10 to adjust the height of the arms above the 
ground. Additionally, in a preferred embodiment, each of 
arm brackets 58 include a releasable arm Securing member 
62 for engaging first distal end 32 of each of arms 30 to 
Secure the arms in the bracket. Releasable arm Securing 
member 62 can then be disengaged to allow removal of the 
arm. This allows for ease of Storage, transportation and 
assembly. 
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While a preferred embodiment of the invention has been 
described using Specific terms, Such description is for illus 
trative purposes only, and it is to be understood that changes 
and variations may be made without departing from the 
Spirit or Scope of the following claims. 5 
What is claimed is: 

6 
necting to waterlines carried by each of Said arms for 
Separately and Selectively controlling the distribution 
of Said water through each of Said waterlines to Said 
plants, 

whereby Said arms may be adjusted vertically relative to 
1. A plant carrying and watering apparatus comprising: 
an elongated central Support conduit having a central fluid 

passageway for receiving water from a ground water 
Supply and channeling Said water upward through Said 
central Support conduit; 

a plurality of arms adapted for carrying plants, 
a mounting sleeve arranged circumferentially around an 

exterior of Said central Support conduit carrying Said 
plurality of arms for vertical movement adjusting the 
height of Said arms along Said central Support conduit; 

a fluid distribution hub carried atop Said central Support 
conduit having a chamber in fluid communication with 
Said central fluid passageway for receiving and Storing 
Said water; and, 

a plurality of fluid outlet control members extending 
radially outward from said fluid distribution hub con 

15 

Said central Support conduit and Said water may be 
delivered to each of Said plants at an individually 
Selected rate of flow. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said plurality of fluid 
outlet control members includes a fluid diversion conduit in 
fluid communication with Said chamber, and a valve carried 
by Said fluid diversion conduit connecting Said fluid diver 
Sion conduit with one of Said waterlines. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein Said mounting sleeve 
includes a plurality of arm brackets having a releasable arm 
Securing member for engaging a first distal end of one of 
Said arms to Secure the arm in Said bracket, and Said Securing 
member disengaging to allow removal of Said arm. 


