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To all whom. it may concern :
Be it known that I, Froyp J. Prueecer, a

citizen of the United States, residing at

Niagara Falls, in the county of Niagara and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Pogt-Card-
Vending Machines, of which the following
is a specification. '

The present invention relates to certain
new and useful improvements in coin actu-
ated vending machines, and has for its ob-
ject to provide a device of this character
which embodies novel features of construc-
tion whereby it can be employed for selling
post cards, gum, and like-articles.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a vending machine which is com-
paratively simple and inexpensive in its
construction, which can be easily operated,
which is not liable to get out of repair, and
which can be advantageously used for sell-
ing post cards either singly or in sets.

With these and other objects in view, the

"~ invention consists in certain novel combina-
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tions and arrangements of the parts as will
more fully appear as the description pro-
ceeds, the novel features thereof being point-
ed out in the appended claim.

For a full understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following de-
seription and accompanying drawing, in
which :—

Figuare 1 is a vertical transverse sectional
view through a post card vending machine
constructed in accordance with the inven-
tion. TFig. 2 is a vertical sectional view on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a horizon-
tal sectional view on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.
Tig. 4 1s a vertical sectional view on the line
4—4 of Fig. 3.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawing by the same
reference characters.

Specifically describing the present em-
bodiment of the invention, the numeral 1
designates a casing within which the mecha-
nism is mounted, the top 2 of the casing be-
ing shown as hinged so that it can be opened
to admit of access being had to the interior
of the casing. :

Extending transversely across the interior
of the casing and journaled upon opposite
sides thereof is a horizontal shaft 3 upon
which a “drum’ 4 is mounted. A series of
longitudinally extending and radially dis-

posed partitions 5 project from the drum 4
and codperate with each other to provide a
peripheral series of article receiving pock-
ets 6 extending entirely around the drum.
The outer ends of the partitions 5 are pro-
vided with the laterally projecting wings 7
which assist in retaining post cards 8 or like
articles within the pockets 6 as they are
carried upwardly on one side of the drum.
It is contemplated to place a set of post
cards within each of the pockets 6, as indi-

cated upon the drawing, each set of post

cards to be sold for some fixed price such as
five cents. i

A concave wall 9 is arranged under the
lower half of the drum so as to close the
mouths or outer ends of all of the pockets 6,
with the exception of one pocket which may
be positioned over an opening 10 in the con-
cave. A curved and downwardly inclined
wall 11 leads from the rear edge of the open-
ing 10 to a discharge opening 12 in the front
of the casing 1. With this construction it
will be obvious that the set of cards within
that particular article receiving pocket 6
which is swung into registry with the open-
ing 10 of the concave 9 will drop upon the
inclined wall 11 and be deflected thereby
toward the final discharge opening 12. The
apparatus may be so constructed that the
cards will be completely ejected through the
opening 12, or so that the cards will come to
a rest within the opening in such a position
as to be readily removed by the operator.

One end of the shaft 8 has a cable 18
wound upon the same, the end of the said
cable having -a weight 14 applied thereto.
The action of this weight normally tends to
unwind the cable from the shaft and to re-
volve the drum 4 so as to bring the various
article engaging pockets 6 successively over
the opening 10 of the concave 9. The oppo-
site end of the shaft 3 is provided with a
ratchet wheel 15, the teeth of which are nor-
mally engaged by a pawl 16 to hold the
shaft and drum against rotation. One tooth

is provided upon the ratchet wheel 15 for.

each of the article receiving pockets 6, and
as the ratchet wheel is permitted to rotate
tooth by tooth the individual article receiv-
ing pockets are brought one by one over the
opening 10 of the concave so as to succes-
sively discharge the contents thereof.

The pawl 16 is shown as carried by an
arm 17 which projects laterally from an op-

“erating slide 18. A suitable spring 18* en-
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gages the inner end of the operating slide 18
and normally holds the slide pushed out-

wardly with the pawl 16 in engagement with

the ratchet wheel 15. However, when the
operating slide 18 is momentarily pressed in
and released, the pawl 16 1s momentarily
disengaged from the ratchet wheel 15 so
that the latter can revolve one notch and
bring the next article receiving pocket 6
over the opening 10 of the concave. Ax-
ranged in substantial alinement with the op-
erating slide 18 and projecting through the
front of the casing 1is a coin slide 19, both
of the said slides being shown as mounted
upon a shelf 20, said shelf also projecting
beyond the front of the casing and having
a longitudinal slot 21 in the forward end
thereof. The guide shelf 20 is provided at
opposite edges thereof with upstanding guide
flanges 20* which engage the edges of the two
slides 18 and 19 to direct the said slides In
their back and forth movements. It will also
be observed that the shelf 20 and one of the
side flanges 20* thereof are formed with a
downwardly and laterally opening coin dis-
charge opening 26 through which the coin
drops after each operation of the machine.
A finger piece 22 is provided at the outer end
of the coin slide 19, while the opposed ends
of the slides 18 and 19 are oppositely in-
clined or beveled as indicated at 30 so as to
act upon the edges of a coin 25 and tend to
wedge the same laterally and hold it in en-
gagement with one of the side flanges 20* of
the shelf 20 until it is brought opposite the
discharge opening 26, at which ‘time it is
forcibly ejected through the opening.
spring 28 is provided for holding the coin
slide 19 normally in a retracted position, one
end of the spring being connected to the wall
94 which serves to support the projecting
outer end of the shelf 20, while the opposite
end of the spring passes loosely through the
oot 21 of the shelf 20 and is connected to
the coin slide.

In order to operate the machine a coin 25,
shown by dotted lines on Fig. 3, is dropped
in front of the coin slide 19 and the said
glide then pushed inwardly until the coin
engages the end of the operating slide 18
and moves the same inwardly a sufficient
amount to disengage the pawl 16 from the
ratchet wheel 15. At this instant the coin
is directly opposite the discharge opening
06 of the shelf 20, and is forcibly ejected
through the said opening by the combined
action of the two oppositely beveled ends 30
of the slides upon the curved edges of the
coin. The spring 19 then pushes the oper-
ating slide 18 back to its original position,
and in a similar manner the coin slide 19 will
also be drawn back to its original position
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by the action of the spring 28. Tt will thus
be observed that when a coin is inserted in
the machine and the coin slide 19 pushed in-
wardly, the pawl 16 will be momentarily dis-
engaged from the ratchet wheel 15 so as to
permit the drum 4 to revolve one step and
discharge the contents of one of the pockets
thereof, although the manipulation of the
coin slide without first placing a coin in the
machine will not result in the discharge of a
set of post cards or other articles. Owing to
the peculiar manner of beveling the ends of
the two slides, as indicated at 30, the coin
is instantly and forcibly ejected as soon as
the operating slide 18 is pushed inwardly
into operative position, thereby preventing
the said slide 18 from being held in oper-
ative position for a greater length of time
than that required for the drum to revolve
one step.

Having
T claim as new and
ters Patent, is:—

A coin controlled escapement including a
casing, a horizontally disposed guide shelf
havingone end thereof projecting outwardly
through the casing and provided with a
longitudinal slot, the portion of the guide
shelf within the casing being provided with
upstanding side flanges and formed with a
coin discharge opening extending through
the bottom and one side thereof, an operat-
ing slide mounted upon the inner end of the
guide shelf and formed with a beveled outer
end, a ratchet wheel, a pawl rigid with and
projecting laterally from the operating slide
and normally engaging the ratchet wheel, a
coin slide mounted upon the outer end of the
guide shelf and formed with a beveled outer
ing, the inner end of the coin slide being
beveled in an opposite manner to the outer
end of the operating slide and having an
opposed relation thereto so that a coin in-
serted between the slides will be foreibly
ejected through the coin discharge opening
of the guide shelf by the action of the bev-
eled ends of the slides as soon as the two
dlides are pushed rearwardly an amount
cufficient to bring the coin opposite the coin
discharge opening, yielding means for nor-
mally moving the operating slide forward
to hold the pawl in engagement with the
ratchet wheel, and a spring extending
through the slot of the guide shelf and con-
nected to the coin slide so as to normally
hold the same in inoperative position.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
FLOYD J. PFLEEGER.

thus described the invention, what
desire to secure by Let-

Witnesses:
C. D. RusseLy,
Dax Hoem. -

of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of ;Pa_ten’vcs,r

‘Washington, D. C.”
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