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ANIMATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No.
11/763,343 (AM2-0081US), filed June 14, 2007, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/939,357 (AM2-0073USP1), filed May 21, 2007, both

of which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

[0002]  Users have traditionally consumed media items (such as books, magazines,
newspapers, etc.) in hard-copy form. For instance, a user may obtain a physical book
from a bookstore or a library. The user can read the book by manually flipping
through its pages in conventional fashion.

[0003] A user may now also receive and consume some media items in electronic
form. In one case, a user may use a personal computer to connect to a network-
accessible source of media items via a conventional telephone or cable modem. The
user may then download a document from this source. The user may consume the
document by printing it out and reading it in conventional fashion. Alternatively, the
user may read the document in electronic form, that is, by reading the book as
presented on a computer monitor. When the user reads the book in electronic form,
the user typically must wait for the computer monitor to render the book’s pages as

the user reads the book.
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[0004] A provider of electronic media items faces various challenges, as many
users continue to prefer consuming media items in traditional form. The provider
confronts the task of capturing the interest of such users, while providing a solution
that is viable from a technical standpoint and a business-related standpoint. For
instance, the provider faces the challenge of rendering the book’s pages in an efficient

manner that does cause the user to lose interest in the media item.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] Animations enhance viewing and consumption of electronic items that are
presented to a user on a screen of a computing device. These animations may occur
in response to receiving an instruction to move a position of a cursor displayed on the
screen of the computing device. A user may trigger this instruction, for instance, by
selecting a portion of the electronic content with use of the cursor. In response to the
selection, the cursor or some other entity may undergo some form of animation. This
animation may notify the user that the selection is being processed, and may also
indicate a future position of the cursor at a time after the selection is processed.

[0006] The detailed description is described with reference to the accompanying
figures. In the figures, the left-most digit(s) of a reference number identifies the
figure in which the reference number first appears. The use of the same reference
numbers in different figures indicates similar or identical items.

[0007] Fig. 1 illustrates one example of an electronic-booker reader that may

implement animations described herein.
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[0008] Figs. 2A-2E illustrate an electronic-book reader, as illustrated in Fig. 1, the
reader having a first screen area for displaying content and a second screen area for
displaying a cursor to select portions of the content. Here, the cursor selects a portion
of the content, which results in a form of animation. In addition, the displayed
content is altered in response to the selection.

[0009]  Fig. 3 illustrates another example of a form of animation.

[0010] Figs. 4A-4B illustrate a form of animation, wherein a first set of selectable
markers exit the second screen area while a second set of selectable markers appear.
[0011]  Figs. SA-5E illustrate a form of animation, wherein a first set of selectable
markers shrinks and disappears from the second screen area, after which a second set
of selectable markers appear.

[0012] Figs. 6A-6D illustrate a form of animation, wherein the animation
comprises an animated wait symbol.

[0013]  Figs. 7A-7C illustrate a form of animation, wherein the animation occurs in
response to a cursor selection to close out the previously-displayed electronic content.
[0014] Fig. 8 is a flow diagram of a process for performing animations described

herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] This disclosure is directed to animations, which enhance a user’s
experience when viewing and consuming electronic items. In some instances, these
animations may occur in response to a request to perform an operation upon presented

electronic content. In other instances, animations occur in response to receiving an
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instruction to move a position of a displayed cursor. This instruction may be
triggered by a user or by a device upon which the electronic item is displayed. For
instance, a user may select a portion of displayed content with a cursor. This
selection may trigger an instruction to move a position of the cursor. The movement
of the cursor or action by some other entity may then result in some form of
animation. The displayed content may also be altered to reflect the user’s selection.
[0016] For instance, the user may select a link (e.g., a Uniform Resource Location
(URL)) within the displayed content. While the device loads content associated with
the link, the cursor may perform the animation. This animation may notify the user
that the selection is being processed. In some instances, this animation may also
indicate to the user a future location of the cursor once the displayed content is altered
(e.g., after the content associated with the URL is loaded).

[0017]  For purposes of discussion, these animations are described in the context of
an electronic-book reader. While various implementations of this environment are
provided herein below, it should be appreciated that the described techniques may be
implemented in other environments.

[0018] Fig. 1 illustrates one example of an electronic-book reader 100 employing
techniques described herein. Electronic-book reader 100 is merely provided as an
example; multiple other computing devices may similarly employ the described
techniques. The devices may include, without limitation, a personal computer, a
laptop computer, a Portable Digital Assistant (PDA), a mobile phone, a set-top box, a

game console, and so forth.
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[0019]  As illustrated, electronic-book reader 100, or reader 100, includes one or
more processors 102, as well as a display 104 and memory 106. Memory 106 may
include volatile and nonvolatile memory, removable and non-removable media
implemented in any method or technology for storage of information, such as
computer-readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data. Such
memory includes, but is not limited to, computer-readable media such as RAM,
ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital
versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape,
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, RAID storage systems, or
any other medium which can be used to store the desired information and which can
be accessed by a computing device. Computer readable program code, meanwhile,
may be any type of code stored on any type of computer-readable medium.

[0020] Memory 106 is shown to include an animations module 108, as well as one
or more electronic items 110. Electronic items 110 may comprise any sort of
electronic content capable of being rendered on display 104. These items may
include, for example, an electronic book, Web pages, electronic news articles,
applications, device tools, and the like.

[0021] Animations module 108, meanwhile, may create and present one or more
forms of animation upon display 104. These animations may occur in response to
receiving a request to perform an operation upon electronic content presented on
display 104. These animations may also occur alternatively or additionally in
response to receiving an instruction to move a position of a displayed cursor. For

instance, an animation may occur between a time when a user enters a command on
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reader 100 and a time when the command is processed and presented to the user. As
such, these animations may serve to notify the user that a command has been received
and is being processed. These animations may also occur in response to other user- or
device-initiated operations, such as a pop-up box appearing on display 104.
Descriptions of actions an animation module 108 may implement are detailed herein
below.

[0022]  Fig. 2A displays an electronic-book reader 100 that includes a screen 202 to
display electronic media items, such as electronic books and web content, as well as
any other items that can be displayed electronically on screen 202. In the instant
illustration, screen 202 is shown to display an electronic book, namely MOBY DICK by
Herman Melville.

[0023] Screen 202 includes a first screen area 204 and a second screen area 206.
First screen area 204 displays content, such as an electronic book, associated menus,
and the like. First screen area 204 also displays one or more selectable markers 208,
each of which corresponds to a portion of the displayed content. Although first screen
area 204 is shown to include selectable markers 208, other implementations may not
include these markers. Still other implementations may include these markers when
displaying some but not other types of content on first screen area 204. For instance
if first screen area 204 displays a web browser and corresponding web content, then
first screen area 204 may not include markers 208. If, however, first screen area 204
displays a home page or the like of device 100, then markers 208 may be included.
[0024] Second screen area 206, meanwhile, enables selection of selectable markers

208 and, hence, selection of one or more portions of the displayed content. In
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implementations where first screen area 204 does not include selectable markers 208,
screen 206 enables selection of the portions of displayed content directly. To select
markers 208 and/or a portion of the displayed content, second screen area 206
includes a cursor 210, here illustrated as two parallel bars. While Fig. 2A illustrates a
cursor to select the selectable markers, other environments and/or contexts may utilize
other selection means. For instance, a keypad of electronic-book reader 100 may be
used in instances where each of selectable markers 208 corresponds to a letter, a
numeral, or the like.

[0025] To select a selectable marker, a user first aligns cursor 210 with one of
markers 208 with use of a cursor actuator 212. While cursor actuator 212 is
illustrated as a thumbwheel, other actuators such as a touch pad, a rollerball, or the
like may also be utilized. Once aligned, the user may select the marker by actuating
cursor actuator 212. After selection of the marker, the displayed content within first
screen area 204 may be altered in accordance with the selection.

[0026] In the illustrated example, the text associated with the displayed electronic
book is shown to include multiple links. These links may be web links, internal links,
or the like. For purposes of the instant discussion, selection of one of selectable
markers 208 will result in the displayed content being altered to display a menu of the
links within a corresponding section of text. It is specifically noted, however, that
these selections merely highlight the described animations, and that such animations
may likewise occur in response to multiple other selections or operations. For
instance, the animations described below may also occur in response to a pop-up

window appearing in first screen area 204.
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[0027] In the instant example, Fig 2A illustrates that cursor 210 currently aligns
with a selectable marker 214. Selectable marker 214 corresponds to a portion of the
displayed content including links for “clumsy” and “harpooneer”. Therefore, when
the user selects marker 214 by actuating cursor actuator 212, a menu 216 containing
these links may appear within first screen area 204. Fig. 2A illustrates this to-be-
rendered menu in dashed lines. The selecting of marker 214 may also be effective to
locate cursor 210 in a different position 218. Again, Fig. 2A illustrates this future
position in dashed lines.

[0028] In some instances, first screen area 204 and second screen area 206 may
have different refresh rates—or different rates at which displayed content may be
altered. In some specific instances, second screen area 206 has a refresh rate that is
faster than a refresh rate of screen area 204. As such, displayed content (e.g., cursor
210) within second screen area 206 may be altered sooner than first screen area 204
after selection of marker 214.

[0029] Due to the faster refresh rate, screen area 206 may be utilized to indicate to
the user that a selection is being processed. In some instances, cursor 210 may
undergo some form of animation after selection of marker 214 and before the content
displayed within first screen area 204 is altered. Again, this animation may indicate
to the user that selection of marker 214 is being processed. While cursor 210 is
shown to undergo the animations, other entities may alternatively or additionally
undergo this animation. These other entities may reside within second screen area

206.



WO 2008/144733 PCT/US2008/064368

[0030] Fig. 2A thus represents cursor 210 and cursor actuator 212 selecting marker
214. In response, cursor 210 begins growing or expanding, as arrow 220 represents.
In some instances, cursor 210 may expand towards future position 218 of the cursor.
Future position 218 represents a position of the cursor after the selection has been
processed and after the displayed content has been altered. Therefore, Fig. 2A
illustrates cursor 210 growing in an upward direction. Note while Fig. 2A represents
selection of marker 214, other implementations may not include marker 214. Here, a
user may merely align cursor 210 with the desired displayed content and actuate
cursor actuator 212.

[0031] Fig. 2B continues the illustration of Fig. 2A. Again, Fig. 2B shows cursor
210 expanding in the upward direction. Although only a single bar of cursor 210 is
shown to expand, the entire cursor may expand in other implementations. Fig. 2C,
meanwhile, illustrates that a top of cursor 210 has reached the future position of the
cursor. Growth of the cursor thus ceases, as the absence of arrow 220 represents. Fig.
2D represents that, at this point, cursor 210 may begin to shrink or reduce in size.
That is, a bottom of cursor 210 may begin moving toward the future position of the
cursor. In the illustrated instance, arrow 220 represents that the bottom of cursor 210
may begin moving upwards towards the future position.

[0032] Finally, Fig. 2E represents that the bottom of cursor 210 reaches the new
position, at which point the cursor’s animation may cease, as the absence of arrow
220 represents. At this point, the displayed content within first screen area 204 has
been altered to display menu 216. In addition, note that the second bar of cursor 112

may reappear at this time.
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[0033] Note also that a time taken to conduct the animation of Figs. 2A-2E may be
independent of a distance between a cursor’s initial position and the cursor’s future
position in some instances. That is, the animation may take the same amount of time
regardless of the distance between the initial and future cursor positions.
Additionally, some implementations conduct these animations in a non-linear manner.
For instance, cursor 210 may begin growing a certain speed before slowing down as
cursor 210 approaches future position 218. This may also be true for reduction or
shrinking of cursor 210

[0034] In sum, animation of cursor 212 may occur in response to receiving an
instruction to move the cursor. This animation may also occur in response to a user-
or device-initiated request to perform an operation upon the presented electronic
content. This animation may fill or approximately fill a gap between a time an
operation occurs and a time at which results of the operation are rendered by first
screen area 204. For instance, these animations may fill the gap between a time at
which marker 214 is selected and a time at which menu 216 is presented to the user.
Additionally, the animation may indicate to the user future position 218, the future
position corresponding to a cursor position at a time when the selection has been
processed and the displayed content altered. While Figs. 2A-2E illustrate a single
illustrative form of animation, other animations may similarly be employed.

[0035] Fig. 3, for instance, illustrates another illustrative form of animation. Here,
second screen area 206 reproduces selectable markers 208, as illustrated by markers

302. Fig. 3 also illustrates a cursor 304, which is a single bar in this instance. Here,

10
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cursor 304 may align with and actuate one of selectable markers 208 and 302 with use
of cursor actuator 212.

[0036] In the instant illustration, cursor 304 selects a selectable marker 306 that
again corresponds to marker 214. In response to the selection, one or more of
markers 302 may undergo some form of animation, as may cursor 304. In some
implementations, some or all of the non-selected markers may shrink or reduce in
size. In fact, these non-selected markers may initially grow in size before reducing in
size before possibly disappearing from second screen area 206 altogether. In other
implementations, the selected marker within second screen area 206 may grow in size
until the displayed content within first screen area 204 is altered in accordance with
the selection of markers 306 and 214. In still other implementations, both selected
and non-selected markers may undergo some form of animation similar or different to
the animations described above.

[0037]  Figs. 4A-4B illustrate an illustrative form of the animation discussed above
in regards to Fig. 3. Fig. 4A illustrates a time immediately after a request to perform
an operation upon the displayed content. For instance, a user may have chosen to
view a “next page” of the illustrated electronic book. In response to this request,
selectable markers 302 are shown as exiting second screen area 206 in an animated
fashion. Here, markers 302 are shown to move off of screen area 206 to the right, as
arrow 402 illustrates.

[0038] Fig. 4B continues the illustration, and depicts that the displayed content
includes a new set of selectable markers 404. In response to this new set of markers

404, second screen area 206 reproduces these markers in the form of selectable

11
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markers 406. Selectable markers 406 are shown to move onto second screen area 206
in an animated fashion. In the instant example, markers 406 are shown to slide onto
the screen from the left, as arrow 408 illustrates.

[0039] Figs. SA-5E illustrate yet another illustrative form of animation that may
occur in response to a user- or device-initiated request to perform an operation upon
the presented electronic content. Similar to the preceding example, these figures are
described with reference to a user choosing to view a next page of the displayed
electronic book. After the user makes such a selection at a time illustrated by Fig. SA,
Fig. 5B illustrates that selectable markers 302 begin to shrink in size. Note that a
height and/or a width of these markers may shrink. Fig. 5C, meanwhile, shows that
selectable markers 302 have disappeared entirely from second screen area 206.

[0040] At a time illustrated by Fig. 5D, a new set of selectable markers 502 begin
to grow within second screen area 206. This new set of markers may correspond to a
set of selectable markers that will be displayed upon first screen area 204 once the
next page of the book has been rendered. Finally, Fig. SE shows that selectable
markers 502 have grown to a full size, at which point animation of the markers may
stop. In addition, Fig. 5E illustrates that the electronic book has processed the user’s
selection to view the next page and, accordingly, a set of selectable markers 504 has
appeared within first screen area 204.

[0041] Figs. 6A-6D illustrate yet another illustrative form of animation that may
occur in response to a request to perform an operation upon the presented electronic
content, such as a cursor’s selection of a selectable marker. Here, the cursor takes the

form of an illustrative animated wait symbol 602. In the illustrative example,

12
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animated wait symbol 602 comprises a two-by-two matrix of boxes or dots. In some
instances, three of these boxes may be empty, while another may be solid. The solid
box may then iterate with time through each of the four positions (e.g., clockwise or
counterclockwise), as Figs. 4A-4D illustrate. This iteration may complete until the
selection is processed and the displayed content within first screen area 204 is altered,
such as depiction of menu 216 in Fig. 2E. Again, the animation of Figs. 6A-6D may
indicate to the user of electronic-book reader 100 that the user’s selection is being
processed.

[0042]  Although Figs. 6A depict one illustrative animated wait symbol, others may
be similarly implemented. For instance, three of the four boxes may be solid, while
an empty box iterates through each of the four positions (e.g., clockwise or
counterclockwise). Conversely, two boxes could be solid and two empty. For
instance, a top-left box and a bottom-right box may be solid, before becoming empty
while a top-right box and a bottom-left box become solid. This alternation of solid
boxes may continue iterating during processing of the requested operation.

[0043] Figs. 7A-7C illustrate yet another illustrative form of animation that may
occur in response to receiving a request to perform an operation upon the presented
content, such as a cursor’s selection of a selectable marker. In some instances, this
form of animation may occur in response to a user choosing to close the displayed
content within first screen area 204, such as an open application or electronic book.
Fig. 7A begins the illustration by showing a cursor selection to close the open
electronic book. Fig. 7B then illustrates that cursor 210 may undergo some form of

animation in response. Here, an arrow 702 represents that cursor 210 may grow or

13
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expand in a downwards direction while the electronic book processes the command to
close the electronic book. Fig. 7C finally illustrates that cursor 212 may expand to the
bottom of screen 202 before or while the previously-open electronic book closes.
Figs. 7A-7C thus illustrate how animation of cursor 210 may give the user an
impression of a “curtain close” in response to the user’s decision to close the
electronic book.

[0044] While multiple illustrative forms of animation have been illustrated and
discussed, other forms of animation may also be employed and are also envisioned.
Some of these forms of animation may notify the user that an operation, such as a user
selection, is being processed. This animation may also indicate to the user a position
of the cursor once the operation has been processed and the displayed content has
been altered accordingly.

[0045]  Fig. 8 illustrates a process 800 for performing above-described animations.
Process 800 is illustrated as a collection of blocks in a logical flow graph, which
represent a sequence of operations that can be implemented in hardware, software, or
a combination thereof. In the context of software, the blocks represent computer-
executable instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, perform the
recited operations. Generally, computer-executable instructions include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, and the like that perform particular
functions or implement particular abstract data types. These instructions may be
embodied as computer readable program code stored on a computer-readable medium.
This computer readable medium may include, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM,

EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile

14
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disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, RAID storage systems, or any other
medium which may be used to store the desired information and which may be
accessed by a computing device. In addition, the order in which the operations are
described is not intended to be construed as a limitation, and any number of the
described blocks can be combined in any order and/or in parallel to implement the
process.

[0046] Process 800 includes operation 802, which displays electronic content.
This content may comprise any sort of electronic content capable of being rendered
on a display, such as each of electronic items 110. Operation 804, meanwhile, may
display a cursor to select a portion of the electronic content, the cursor being located
in a first position. Operation 806 represents receiving an instruction to move the
cursor to a second position, which may or may not be different from the first position.
For instance, a user could select a selectable marker or a pop-up window could be
displayed. Operation 808 then alters a shape of the cursor to indicate the second
position. As discussed above, in some implementations the cursor could grow and/or

shrink to indicate this different position to the user.

Conclusion
[0047]  Although the subject matter has been described in language specific to
structural features and/or methodological acts, it is to be understood that the subject

matter defined in the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
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features or acts described. Rather, the specific features and acts are disclosed as

illustrative forms of implementing the claims.

16
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

displaying electronic content;

displaying a cursor to select a portion of the electronic content, the cursor being
located in a first position;

receiving an instruction to move the cursor to a second position; and

altering a shape of the cursor to indicate the second position in response to the

receiving of the instruction.

2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein a user of a device that displays the

electronic content triggers the instruction to move the cursor.

3. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein a device that displays the

electronic content triggers the instruction to move the cursor.

4. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein selecting a portion of the electronic

content with the cursor triggers the instruction to move the cursor.

5. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein displaying a pop-up box triggers

the instruction to move the cursor.

17



WO 2008/144733 PCT/US2008/064368

6. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering of the shape of the

cursor comprises growing the cursor towards the second position.

7. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering of the shape of the
cursor comprises growing the cursor towards the second position before shrinking the

cursor towards the second position.

8. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering of the shape of the

cursor comprises extending the cursor from the first position to the second position.

0. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering of the shape of the
Cursor comprises:

extending the cursor from the first position to the second position; and

after the extending of the cursor, contracting the cursor from the first position to

the second position.

10.  An apparatus comprising:
a display to present electronic content, the display comprising;:

a first screen area to present the electronic content, the first screen area
having a first refresh rate when altering the presented electronic content; and

a second screen area to enable selection of one or more portions of the
presented electronic content, the second screen area having a second refresh rate

that is different from the first refresh rate, and wherein the second screen area

18
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enables animation in response to a request to perform an operation on the
presented electronic content; and

an animations module to enable the animation.

11.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the operation comprises a user

of the apparatus triggering an instruction to alter a position of the cursor.

12. An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the operation comprises the

apparatus triggering an instruction to alter a position of the cursor.

13.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the operation comprises

selecting a portion of the presented electronic content.

14.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the operation comprises

presenting a pop-up box in the first screen area.

15. An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes a cursor to select the one or more portions of the presented electronic content,

and wherein the animation comprises growth of the cursor.

16.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area

includes a cursor to select the one or more portions of the presented electronic content,

and wherein the animation comprises reduction of the cursor.
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17.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes a selectable marker to enable selection of the one or more portions of the
presented electronic content, and wherein the animation comprises movement of the

selectable marker.

18.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes a selectable marker to enable selection of the one or more portions of the
presented electronic content, and wherein the animation comprises moving the selectable

marker off of the second screen area.

19.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area is
configured to include a selectable marker to enable selection of the one or more portions
of the presented electronic content, and wherein the animation comprises presenting a

selectable marker on the second screen area.

20.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes a selectable marker to enable selection of the one or more portions of the
presented electronic content, and wherein the animation comprises shrinking of the

selectable marker.

21.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area is

configured to include a selectable marker to enable selection of the one or more portions
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of the presented electronic content, and wherein the animation comprises growing a

selectable marker on the second screen area.

22.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes one or more selectable markers to enable selection of corresponding one or more
portions of the presented electronic content, and a cursor to select the one or more
selectable markers, and wherein the animation comprises growth of a selected selectable

marker.

23.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second screen area
includes one or more selectable markers to enable selection of corresponding one or more
portions of the presented electronic content, and a cursor to select the one or more
selectable markers, and wherein the animation comprises reduction of a non-selected

selectable marker.

24.  An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the animation comprises an

animated wait symbol.

25. An apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein the second refresh rate is

faster than the first refresh rate.

21



WO 2008/144733 PCT/US2008/064368

26.  An apparatus comprising:
a display comprising;:

a first screen area to display electronic content; and

a second screen area to display a cursor to select a portion of the electronic
content, wherein a shape of the cursor changes responsive to receiving an
instruction to alter a position of the cursor, and wherein the change in the shape of
the cursor indicates the altered position of the cursor; and
an animations module to change the shape of the cursor responsive to receiving

the instruction.

27. An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the electronic content

comprises a digital item.

28. An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the electronic content

comprises an electronic book.

29.  An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the change in the shape of the

cursor comprises a growth of the cursor.

30.  An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the change in the shape of the

cursor comprises expansion and contraction of the cursor.
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31.  An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the change in the shape of the

cursor comprises the cursor extending towards the altered position..

32.  An apparatus as recited in claim 26, wherein the change in the shape of the
cursor comprises the cursor extending and contracting towards the altered position of the

cursor.

33. A computer program product, comprising:

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied in
the medium for:

displaying electronic content;

displaying a cursor to select a portion of the electronic content, the cursor being
located in a first position;

receiving an instruction to move the cursor to a second position; and

altering a shape of the cursor to indicate the second position in response to the

receiving of the instruction.
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The Monkey-Rope

In the tumultuous business of cutting-in aj Clumsy |
there is much running backwards and for]
Now hands are wanted here, and then a: Harpooneer .......................... [ |

there. There is no staying inanyone pla - -~ ____ -
same time everything has to be done everywhere. It is much the i
same with him who endeavors the description of the scene. We

must now retrace our way a little. It was mentioned that upon first

breaking ground in the whale's back, the blubber-hook was
inserted into the original hole there cut by the spades of the
mates. But how did so clumsy and weighty a mass as that same

hook get fixed in that hole? It was inserted there by my particular

friend Queequeg, whose duty it was, as harpooneer, to descend

upon the monster's back for the special purpose referred to.
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In the tumultuous business of cutting-in and attending to a whale,
there is much running backwards and forwards among the crew.
Now hands are wanted here, and then again hands are wanted
there. There is no staying in any one place; for at one and the
same time everything has to be done everywhere. It is much the
same with him who endeavors the description of the scene. We
must now retrace our way a little. It was mentioned that upon first
breaking ground in the whale's back, the blubber-hook was
inserted into the original hole there cut by the spades of the
mates. But how did so clumsy and weighty a mass as that same
hook get fixed in that hole? It was inserted there by my particular
friend Queequeg, whose duty it was, as harpooneer, to descend
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there is much running backwards and forwards among the crew.
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there. There is no staying in any one place; for at one and the
same time everything has to be done everywhere. It is much the
same with him who endeavors the description of the scene. We
must now retrace our way a little. It was mentioned that upon first
breaking ground in the whale's back, the blubber-hook was
inserted into the original hole there cut by the spades of the
mates. But how did so clumsy and weighty a mass as that same
hook get fixed in that hole? It was inserted there by my particular
friend Queequeg, whose duty it was, as harpooneer, to descend
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But in very many cases, circumstances require that the {

harpooneer shall remain on the whale till the whole tensing or
stripping operation is concluded. The whale, be it observed, lies T
almost entirely submerged, excepting the immediate parts
operated upon. So down there, some ten feet below the level of
the deck, the poor harpooneer flounders about, half on the whale
and half in the water, as the vast mass revolves like a tread-mill T
beneath him. On the occasion in question, Queequeg figured in
the Highland costume- a shirt and socks- in which to my eyes, at
least, he appeared to uncommon advantage; and no one had a
better chance to observe him, as will presently be seen.

Being the savage's bowsman, that is, the person who pulled the
bow-oar_in his boat (the second one from forward), it was my
cheerful duty to attend upon him while taking that hard-scrabble o
scramble upon the dead whale's back.
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same time everything has to be done everywhere. It is much the
same with him who endeavors the description of the scene. We
must now retrace our way a little. It was mentioned that upon first
breaking ground in the whale's back, the blubber-hook was
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mates. But how did so clumsy and weighty a mass as that same
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But in very many cases, circumstances require that the
harpooneer shall remain on the whale till the whole tensing or
stripping operation is concluded. The whale, be it observed, lies
almost entirely submerged, excepting the immediate parts
operated upon. So down there, some ten feet below the level of
the deck, the poor harpooneer flounders about, half on the whale
and half in the water, as the vast mass revolves like a tread-mill
beneath him. On the occasion in question, Queequeg figured in
the Highland costume- a shirt and socks- in which to my eyes, at
least, he appeared to uncommon advantage; and no one had a
better chance to observe him, as will presently be seen.

Being the savage's bowsman, that is, the person who pulled the
bow-oar_in his boat (the second one from forward), it was my
cheerful duty to attend upon him while taking that hard-scrabble
scramble upon the dead whale's back. /4
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In the tumultuous business of cutting-in and attending to a whale,
there is much running backwards and forwards among the crew.
Now hands are wanted here, and then again hands are wanted
there. There is no staying in any one place; for at one and the
same time everything has to be done everywhere. It is much the
same with him who endeavors the description of the scene. We
must now retrace our way a little. It was mentioned that upon first
breaking ground in the whale's back, the blubber-hook was
inserted into the original hole there cut by the spades of the
mates. But how did so clumsy and weighty a mass as that same
hook get fixed in that hole? It was inserted there by my particular
friend Queequeg, whose duty it was, as harpooneer, to descend
upon the monster's back for the special purpose referred to.
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