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This invention relates to marking pencils and more 
particularly to an improved marking pencil device having 
a self-contained sharpener therein with improved means 
for feeding the pencil core to the sharpener. 
Marking pencil devices employing soft crayon or Wax 

like cores used for marking china and for cosmetic 
purposes such as eyebrow pencils, which pencil devices 
employ feeding mechanisms to feed the pencil core from 
a case, are well known to the art. It is also known to 
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the art to employ various types of sharpening mech 
anisms which are contained within a cap forming a part 
of the case enclosing the pencil core. This is necessitated 
by the fact that such pencil cores are of soft wax-like 
substances which will not retain the type of point required 
for marking or cosmetic purposes. Such prior art devices 
possess certain disadvantages, however, particularly dis 
advantages due to the relatively soft nature of the pencil 
core which softness further increases with a rise in tem 
perature. Accordingly, due to this characteristic of the 
core, continuing stresses imparted thereto will cause dam 
age or deformation of the core, or clogging of the device. 
In addition, prior art devices are in general rather com 
plex structures which do not lend themselves readily to 
mass production. Although not particularly limited there 
to the present invention is specifically designed for and 
has its major utility as an eyebrow pencil, and accord 
ingly, the invention will be described throughout in 
connection with such use. 

In co-pending application Serial No. 530,993 filed 
August 29, 1955 by Walter P. Spatz entitled "Marking 
Pencil," now Patent No. 2,941,508, there is disclosed and 
claimed an improved construction for eyebrow pencils 
which utilizes a one-way latch device to provide a for 
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the barrel an end portion of the cap operatively moves 
the operating member to displace the elongate leg in a 
rearward direction and free the intermediate portion of 
the latch from the pusher rod and allow the spring to 
move the rod and pencil core in a forward direction. Ro 
tation of the cap causes the sharpener to form a point om 
the pencil since the spring constantly urges the pusher 
rod and pencil core forwardly against the sharpener until 
the point has been completed. When the cap containing 
the sharpener is removed from the barrel, as when the 
pencil is to be used, the elongate leg of the latch is free 
to move forwardly of the barrel to allow the intermediate 
or base portion of the latch to resume its inclined position 
and grip the pusher rod to prevent the spring from fur 
ther propelling the rod and the pencil in a forward 
direction. 

Accordingly, it can be seen that the pencil core is re 
leased and moved forwardly into the sharpener when 
ever the cap is mounted thereon, and that the pencil core 
can be pointed after the cap is oriented on the barrel. 
Although this prior construction is eminently satisfac 
tory in most respects, the present invention provides an 
improved device of simplified construction which relieves . 
the pencil core of impressive forces when the sharpening 
is not occurring. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved marking pencil device having a sharpener posi 
tioned within the cap thereof which sharpener can be 
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ward movement of the slidably splined pencil core into a 
conical sharpener positioned within the cap for the device, 
such that when the cap is rotated on the barrel enclosing 
the pencil core, the latter is brought to a point. Essen 
tially, the device of the co-pending application includes 
a barrel with a tubular support therein which is actually 
a part of the barrel. This support is adapted to receive 
the pencil core which is propelled in a direction forwardly 
of the barrel by a feeding means that includes a pusher 
rod and a spring bearing thereagainst. A one-way latch 
device in the form of a U-shaped latch spring has an 

employed to sharpen the point of the pencil core selec 
tively whenever desired or required. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an improved marking pencil device employing a self 
feeding mechanism which mechanism will feed the pencil 
core to the sharpener only upon express actuation and 
which will maintain the point of the pencil at a proper 
position for use. - - 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a marking pencil device of the type described wherein 
the pencil core is fed forwardly to a required position 
but which, has no compressive forces thereon when the 
pencil core is not being sharpened. Accordingly, the 
relatively soft marking material forming the pencil core is 
not subject to damage due to stresses imposed thereon 
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opening through the base of the U with the pusher rod 
extending therethrough. This latch is of the self-energiz 
ing type and is adapted to grip the pusher rod to prevent 
the spring from moving the rod and the pencil encased 

: thereby in a forward direction within the barrel, The 
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latch spring is released from the pusher rod whenever : 
an operating member mounted on the barrel is engaged 
by the cap of the marking pencil, which cap is adapted 
to be rotatably mounted over the forward portion or nose 
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of the barrel. The operating member moves one leg of 
the U-shaped latch spring to move the base portion of 
the latch spring containing the opening from an inclined 

... position to a position more at right angles to the axis 
of the pusher rod and pencil core, so that the peripheral 
edge of the latch on opposite sides of the opening. áre 
freed from the rod, thereby allowing the spring tourge 
the rod and the pencil core engaged thereby in a forward. 

Forward movement places the pencil point 
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the point on the pencil core; 

when the stresses or a combination of stress and tempera 
ture would otherwise damage the material or cause it to 
be deformed within the pencil case. - 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide. Such a marking pencil device which can be formed 
economically and can be mass produced utilizing efficient 
and economical materials throughout. . 
The novel features which are believed to be character 

istic of the present invention both as to its organization 
and method of operation, together with further objects 
and advantages thereof, will be better understood from the 
following description considered in connection with the accompanying drawing in which a presently preferred em 
bodiment of the invention is illustrated by way of exam 
ple. It is to be expressly understood, however, that the . 
drawing is for the purpose of illustration and description 
only and is not intended as a definition of the limits of 
the invention. 

In the drawings: - - 

FIGURE 1 is a view in longitudinal section of an 
embodiment of the invention showing the device in the 
operative position at which the pencil core is being fed 
to the sharpener such that rotation of the cap will sharpen 

an enlarged partial view corresponding 
wing the operative parts of the device , 

"at-rest” position at which the 
tch means from bearing 
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the forward edge 74 of the lower leg of the spring is 
moved rearwardly to the shoulder 50 the base portion 70 
is moved toward a plane perpendicular to the axis of the 
pusher rod to fill the opposed portions 71a from the rod, 
allowing it to move freely through the opening 71, as 
shown in FIGURES 1 and 3. 
A thin walled retaining sleeve 80, having an open for 

ward end and a flanged rearward end is positioned around 
the inner portion of the elongate support member 20 with 
the forward end 81 of the retaining sleeve positioned 
proximate the rearwardly facing shoulder but spaced 
therefrom such that the forward edge 81 of the retaining 
sleeve holds the upper leg 64 of the spring 65 against 
longitudinal movement, while permitting such longitu 
dinal movement of the lower leg due to the greater depth 
of the lower groove 61 in the support member at the 
position of the forward end 81 of the retaining sleeve. 
The retaining sleeve 80 thus has an inside diameter 82 
corresponding to the outside diameter 54 of the inner 
portion of the elongate support member rearwardly of 
the rearward facing shoulder 52. The rearward end 84 
of the retaining sleeve is positioned adjacent to the for 
ward end of the sleeve 14 and has a circular opening 85 
therethrough adapted to allow free movement of the 
pusher rod 16 through the end of the retaining sleeve. 
The retaining sleeve thus maintains the latch spring in 
its assembled position on the inner portion of the sup 
port member and prevents longitudinal movement of the 
upper leg thereof. Thus, longitudinal movement im 
parted rearwardly to the lower leg of the latch spring 
causes the intermediate or base portion 70 to be moved 
toward the plane normal to the axis of the rod 16. 
The cap section C, as discussed hereinbefore, includes 

... the sharpener D and is adapted to be longitudinally slid 
ably mateable with the forward portion of the nose 
piece 24 of the support member. The cap section C in 
cludes a thin-walled forward section 90 having a closed 
forward end 91. An actuating section 92 is frictionally 
secured within the forward section 90 and projects axially 
therefrom, the actuating section being surrounded by and 
projecting rearwardly from a separate ring section 93 
extending from the forward section 90. The actuating 
section 92 is adapted to fit within the annular space 51 
so as to engage the lower leg 66 of the one-way latch and 
release the latter from the rod 16. The extent by which 
the actuating section projects rearwardly from the inner. 
end-96 of the ring 93 is approximately equal to the longi 
tudinal extent of the annular space 51. Thus, the rear 
wardly extending portion 94 of the actuating section ex 
tends fully within the annular space 51 in substantial 
abutting relation to the shoulder 50, with the rearward 
end 96 of the ring substantially abutting the forward end 
12 of the case barrel 10. When in this position, the 
actuating section 92 has moved the lower leg 66 of the 
latch spring rearward to move the spring to the unlatched 
condition, as discussed hereinbefore. . . . . . . 
- The actuating section 92 has a forward inwardly ex 

- tending fange 97 positioned longitudinally forwardly of 
the forward end 41 of the nose piece when the cap C is 
mounted upon the barrel, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2. The inwardly extending flange 97 acts as a retaining 
shoulder to limit forward movement of the pencil sharp 
ener D secured within the section 92. The sharpener 
includes a cylindrical member 100 adapted to be dis 
posed over the nose piece 24, the rear end 101 of the 
member being positioned forwardly of the rearward end 
95 of the cap barrel by a substantial distance, such that 

- the tapered 
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8 
move out of the sharpener through an end. i07 of the 
conical cutter and through a slot in the conical wall 
ibounded on one side by the cutter 66, the cuttings falling 
into the forward cap section 96, which can be forcibly 
slipped from the section 92 whenever the section 99 is 
to be emptied. Normally, however, the sections 90 and 
92 move as a unit. 
The cap C is frictionally and releasably held upon the 

nose piece 24 of the barrel A in such manner that it can 
be retained longitudinally thereon while being freely 
rotatable with respect to the barrel of the device. Also, 
the means for frictionally holding the cap upon the nose 
piece allows sufficient axial freedom of the cap that it 
can be moved from an assembled at-rest position, where 
the latch means is in engagement with the pusher rod, 
to a second actuating position at which the leg 66 of the 
latch means had been moved rearwardly to disengage the 
latch means and allow the pusher rod 46 and pencil core 
B to be moved forwardly against the sharpener D in the 
cap. As shown in the drawings, the sleeve 100 has an 
inside diameter substantially equal to but greater than 
the external diameter 40 of the nose piece at the forward. 
portion thereof. An annular groove 114 is provided in 
the sleeve 100, there being a split, contractile holding ring 
115 positioned within this groove 114. The mounting 
ring 5 is of substantially lesser longitudinal width than 
the longitudinal width of the annular groove 114. The 
mounting ring 115 is of the split resilient type which has 
an unrestrained inside diameter less than the diameter 40 
of the nose piece. The split mounting ring can be ex 
panded sufficiently to be disposed over the nose piece and 
frictionally grip its periphery with a force preventing in 
advertent removal of the cap C from the barrel, without, 
however, preventing sliding of the cap onto and from the 
ibarrel nose piece. The friction ring 15 has a minimum 
outside diameter, with the cap removed from the nose 
piece, greater than the inside diameter of the sleeve 60 
so that the ring cannot fall out of the groove when the 
cap is off the barrel. The groove 114 is of sufficient 
radial extent as to permit the ring 115 to expand therein. . 
when placed on the nose piece 24 and frictionally grip 
the nose piece. 
Due to the greater width of the annular groove 114 

than the width of the mounting ring 115, a certain extent 
of longitudinal movement of the cap C along the nose 
piece is possible without moving the mounting ring 115 
relative to the nose piece. The increased width of the 
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annular groove with respect to the mounting ring is pre 
determined to allow longitudinal movement of the cap C 
with respect to the mounting ring 115, which movement 
is sufficient to allow actuation or release of the latch 
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spring 65. Thus, as shown in FIGURE 1, when the cap 
is placed over the nose section, the forward shoulder 121 

I of the annular groove will force the mounting ring 15 
over the nose piece and into the position shown in FIG 
URE 1. The mounting ring is thus movable onto the nose 
piece to the position at which the rearward end 95a of 

60 
95 of the actuating section has moved the lower leg 66 of 

the capabuts the forward end of the outer barrel of the 
case. At this position, the actuating portion 94 of the 
cap has entered the annular space51 and the forward end 
the latch spring rearward to place the base section in the 
configuration shown in FIGURE 3 at which the pusher 
rod 16 and pencil B are free to be moved f 
the Spring i7. At this position, the pencil core has been 

dly by 
forced against the sharpener D. Accordingly, rotation 
of the cap C will cause the sharpener D to cut a point on 

When the rearward force on he end of the pencil core 

shoulder 15 of 
tion mounting r 
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relaxed configuration at which it has a binding force upon 
the pusher rod 16, as shown in FIGURE 4, and the device 
is in the at-rest position, in that no forward force can 
now be exerted by the spring 17 tending to urge the pencil 
B against the sharpener D. 

Accordingly, it can be seen from the foregoing that 
operation of the sharpener D contained within the cap C 
of the marking pencil device can be utilized to sharpen 
the point of the pencil core only when desired. In order 
to sharpen the point, it is necessary only to exert a slight 
inward force upon the cap C to release the latch and then 
rotate the cap. Upon release of this force, the cap C is 
moved forwardly of the barrel and the latch sufficiently 
to allow the latch to reengage the pusher rod, preventing 
the spring from forcing the pencil B against the sharpener. 
What is claimed is: ". M 
1. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engaging 

a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against Sub 
stantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting 
said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of the barrel to locate the forward end of 
the core exteriorly of the barrel; a cap adapted to be 
mounted on said barrel; sharpening means within and 
rotatable with said cap to engage and sharpen the pencil 
core when said cap is disposed on said barrel in a maxi 
mum rearward position; releasable latch means normally 
engaging said feeding means to prevent said feeding means 
from moving the core forwardly in said barrel; said latch 
means being shifted to released position by said cap in 
said maximum rearward position to enable said feeding 
means to feed the pencil core against said sharpening 
means; means frictionally mounting said cap on Said 
barrel in such manner as to permit rotation of said cap. 
on said barrel when in said maximum rearward position 
to rotate said sharpening means and also to permit said 
feeding means to shift said cap forwardly on said barrel 
from said maximum rearward position to effect reengage 
ment of said latch, means with said feeding means. 

2. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engaging 
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a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against Sub 
stantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting 
said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; means 
within said barrel for engaging and feeding said core for 
wardly of the barrel to locate the forward end of said 
core exteriorly of the barrel; a cap adapted to be mounted 
on said barrel; sharpening means within and rotatable 
with said cap to engage and sharpen the pencil core, when 
said cap is disposed on said barrelin a maximum rear 
ward position; releasable latch means normally engaging 
said feeding means to prevent said feeding means from 
moving the core forwardly of said barrel; said latch means 
including an actuating member extending longitudinally 
of said barrel and engaged by said cap when in said 
maximum rearward position to release said latch means 
and enable said feeding means to feed the pencil core 
against said sharpening means; means frictionally mount 
ing said cap on said barrel in such manner, as to permit 
rotation of said cap on said barrel when in Said maximum rearward position to rotate said sharpening means and 
also to permit said feeding means to shift said cap for 
wardly on said barrel from said maximum rearward posi 
tion to effect reengagement of said latch means with said 
feeding means. . . . . . . - . . . 

3. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting. 

5. 
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from a rearward longitudinal position to a forward longi 
tudinal position while mounted thereon; sharpening means 
positioned within and rotatable with said cap when said 
cap is engaged on said barrel and in said rearward posi 
tion to sharpen said core when said core is urged for 
wardly into said sharpening means; releasable latch means 
normally engaging said, feeding means to prevent said 
feeding means from moving said core forwardly long 
tudinally in said barrel; said latch means operatively 
-connected with said cap while said cap is mounted on 
said barrel, said latch means being movable to the re 
lease position thereof to release said feeding means and 
permit said core to be moved forwardly when said cap 
is moved from said forward to said rearward position; 
said latch means being normally, urged to engage said 
feeding means when said cap is moved from said rear 
ward to said forward position by said feeding means and 
CO, . . . " 

4. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag 
ing a pencil core for supporting the pencil core against 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting 
said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of said barrel to locate the forward end of 
said core exteriorly of said barrel; a cap; means for oper 
atively mounting said cap on said barrel for relative rota 
tion thereon, said cap mounting means including a lost 
motion device permitting limited longitudinal movement 
without rotation of said cap relative to said barrel from 
rearward longitudinal position to a forward longitudinal 
position while mounted thereon; sharpening means posi 
tioned within and rotatable, with said cap when said cap 
is engaged on said barrel and in said rearward position 
to sharpen said core when said core is urged forwardly 
into said sharpening means; releasable latch means, nor 
mally engaging said feeding means to prevent said feed 
ing means from moving said core forwardly longitudinally 
in said barrel; said latch means including an actuating 
member extending longitudinally of said barrel and oper 
atively engaged by said cap at said rearward position 
thereof; said, actuating member when engaged by said 
cap at said rearward position being positioned longitudi 
nally to release said latch means from said feeding means 
to permit said feeding means to urge said core forwardly 
into said sharpening means; said actuating member being 
normally urged longitudinally of said barrel to move said 
latch means to said normal position at which said latch 
means engages said feeding means when said cap is urged 
to said forward position by said feeding means. 

5. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag 
ing a pencil core for supporting said pencii core against 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permit 
ting said core to move. axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of said barrel to locate the forward end of 
said core exteriorly of the forward end of said barrel; a 
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ing a pencil core for supporting the pencil core against: 

cap; means movably mounted in and relative to said cap 
.for frictionally engaging said barrel; said cap being rotat 
able with respect to said friction engaging means and 
longitudinally movable through a limited longitudinal dis 
tance from a forward position to a rearward position 
with respect to said friction engaging means while said 
friction engaging means are engaged on said barrel; sharp 
ening means positioned within and rotatable with said cap 
when said cap is engaged on said barrel to sharpen said 
core when said core is urged forwardly into said sharpen 
ling means; releasable latch means normally engaging said. 

said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; 
1 for engaging and feeding said means within said barrel for eng 

of said barrel to locate the forward end - - ??? - ??:* "? : core forwardly of sai 

is operatively mounting said '' ... - '' . . . . . . ? 

rotation thereon, said cap mounting means including a 
lost-motion device permitting limited longitudinal move:- 
ment without rotation of said cap rekative to Said:barrel 

feeding means to prevent said feeding means from mov 
ing said core longitudinally in said barrel; said latch means 

'70: 
said barrel; a cap; means for . 
cap on said barrel for relative: 

operatively connected with said cap while said cap is en 
gaged on said barrel, said latchimeans being movable to 
the release position thereof to release said feeding means 
and permit said core to be moved forwardly when said 
cap is moved from said forward to said rearward posi 
tion, said latch means being normally ilrged to engage 
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said feeding means when said cap is moved from said 
rearward to said forward position by said feeding means 
and core. - - 

6. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag 
ing a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against 
Substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting 
said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of said barrel to locate the forward end 
of said core exteriorly of the forward end of said barrel; 
a cap; means movably mounted in and relative to said 
cap for frictionally engaging said barrel; said cap being 
rotatable with respect to said friction engaging means and 
longitudinally movable through a limited longitudinal dis 
tance from a forward position to a rearward position with 
respect to said friction engaging means while said fric 

...tion engaging means are engaged on said barrel; sharpen 
ing means positioned within and rotatable with said cap 
when said cap is engaged on said barrel to sharpen said 
core when said core is urged forwardly into said sharpen 
ring means; releasable latch means normally engaging said 
feeding means to prevent said feeding means from mov 
ing Said core longitudinally in said barrel; said latch 
means including an actuating member extending longitu 
dinally of said barrel and operatively engaged by said 
cap at Said rearward position thereof; said actuating 
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... member when engaged by said cap at said rearward posi- m 
tion being positioned longitudinally to release said latch 
means from said feeding means to permit said feeding 
means to urge said core forwardly into said sharpening 
means; said actuating member being normally urged longi 
tudinally of said barrel to move said latch means to said 

- normal position at which said latch means engages said 
feeding means when said cap is urged to said forward 
position by said feeding means. 

7. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag 
ing a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permit 
sting said core to move. axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of the barrel to locate the forward end 
of the core exteriorly of the barrel; said barrel having a 
forwardly extending nose portion of predetermined out 
side diameter; a cap, said cap having an inside diameter 

* Substantially equal to but greater than said outside diam 
eter, said cap i defining än annular groove in the internal 
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. ward position by said feeding means. 
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ing a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permit 
ting said core to move axially with respect to said barrel; 
means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of the barrel to locate the forward end of 
the core exteriorly of the barrel; said barrel having a for 
Wardly extending nose portion of predetermined outside 
diameter; a cap, said cap having an inside diameter sub 
stantially equal to but greater than said outside diameter, 
said cap defining an annular groove in the internal wall 
thereof, said groove being of predetermined longitudinal 
extent; a contractile ring rotatably mounted in said groove, 
said ring being normally urged to an inside diameter less 
than said outside diameter of said nose portion and being 
expandable to said outside diameter thereof, said con 
tractile ring having alongitudinal width substantially less 
than said predetermined longitudinal extent of said 
groove, such that said cap is operatively mounted on 
said nose portion rotatable with respect thereto and lon 
gitudinally movable from a forward position to a rear 
ward position relative to said barrel while said ring is 
engaged on said nose portion at a fixed longitudinal posi 
tion thereof; releasable latch means normally engaging 
said feeding means to prevent said feeding means from 
moving said core longitudinaily in said barrel; said latch 
means including an actuating member extending longi 
tudinally of said barrel and operatively engaged by said 
cap at said rearward position thereof; said actuating mem- , 
ber, when engaged by said cap at said rearward position 
being positioned longitudinally to release said latch 
means from said feeding means to permit said feeding 
means to urge said core forwardly into said sharpening 
means; said actuating member being normally urged lon 
gitudinally of said barrel to move said latch means to 
said normal position at which said latch means engages 
said feeding means when said cap is urged to said for 

9. In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engaging 
a pencil core for supporting said pencil core against 
substantial rotation relative to said barrel while permitting 
said core to move -axially with respect to said barrel; 

Wall thereof, said groove being of predetermined longi 
tudinal extent; a contractile ring, rotatably mounted in 
said groove, said ring being normally urged to an inside. 

. diameter less than said outside diameter of said nose 
portion and being expandable to said outside diameter 
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thereof, said contractile ring having a longitudinal width. 
substantially, less tha 
xtent of said groov 

said predetermined longitudinal 
such that said cap is operatively 

tion to a rearward position relative to said barrel while 
said ring is engaged on said nose portion at a fixed longi 

...tudinal position thereof; sharpening means positioned 
within and rotatable with said cap when said cap is en 

- ... - don said barrel to sharpen said core when said core 

id:barrel; said latch mea 

means within said barrel for engaging and feeding said 
core forwardly of the barrel to locate the forward end of 
the core exteriorly of the barrel; said barrel having a 
forwardly extending nose portion of predetermined out 
side diameter; a cap, said cap having an inside diameter 
substantially equal to but greater than said outside diame 
ter, said cap defining an annular groove in the internal 
wall thereof, said groove being of predetermined longi 
tudinal extent; a contractile ring rotatably mounted in 
said groove, said ring being normally urged to an inside 
diameter less than said outside diameter of said nose 
portion and being expandable to said outside diameter 

ted on said nose portion rotatable with respect 55 
thereto and longitudinally movable from a forward posi-. 

- surged orwardly into said sharpening means; releasable 
latch means normally engaging said feeding means to 
event said feeding means from moving said core longi- 6 

. ing means and permit 
y:when said cap is moved. 

arward position; said latch 
aid feeding means 

capis moved from said:rearward to said for 
osition by said feeding means and core. . . . 

In a marking pencil: a barrel having means engag- ?5 

thereof, said contractile ring having a longitudinal width 
substantially less than said predetermined longitudinal ex 
tent of said groove, such that said cap is operatively. 
mounted on said nose portion rotatable with respect there 
to and longitudinally movable from a forward position. 

go to a rearward position relative to said barrel while said ring is engaged on said nose portion at a fixed longitudinal 
position thereof; sharpening means positioned within and 
rotatable with said cap when said cap is mounted on 
said nose portion to sharpen said core when said core is 

barrel, the other. 
g of said latch means, said: ????? . . " ? 

g leg being longitudinally movable and normally 
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urged to a forward position with respect to said barrel, 
said base at said forward position of said actuating leg 
being in binding contact with said feeding means to pre 
vent forward movement thereof, said actuating leg being 
rearwardly movable to release said feeding means to urge 
Said core forwardly, said actuating leg being in bearing 
contact with said cap and moved to the rearward position 
of said leg at the rearward position of said cap; said 
actuating leg being normally urged to the forward posi 
tion thereof when said cap is urged to the forward posi 
tion thereof by said feeding means. 

10. In a marking pencil: a barrel; means for supporting 
a pencil core in said barrel against substantial rotation 
relative to said barrel while permitting the core to move 
axially of said barrel; a cap; means mounting said cap 
on said barrel for rotation and for longitudinal movement 
on said barrel without rotation between a forward posi 
tion and a maximum rearward position thereon; sharpen 
ing means positioned within and rotatable with said cap 
relative to said barrel to sharpen the core when said cap 
is in said rearward position; means within said barrel 
for feeding the core forwardly of said barrel to locate 
the forward end portion of the pencil core externally of 
the barrel and in said sharpening means; releasable latch 
means for preventing said feeding means from moving 
said core forwardly in said barrel; said cap being shiftable 
by manual force to said maximum rearward position and 
against said latch means to release the same; said mount 
ing means embodying means permitting said i cap to be 
shifted by said feeding means from said maximum rear 
ward position to said forward position to allow reengage 
ment of said latch means when said manual force on said 
cap is removed. - 

11. In a marking pencil: a barrel; means for Supporting 
a pencil core in said barrel against substantial rotation 
relative to said barrel while permitting the core to move 
axially of said barrel; a cap; means mounting Said cap on 
said barrel for rotation and for longitudinal movement 
on said barrel without rotation between a forward posi 
tion and a maximum rearward position thereon; sharpen 
ing means positioned within and rotatable with said cap 
relative to said barrel to sharpen the core when said cap 
is in said rearward position; means within said barrel for 
feeding the core forwardly of said barrel to locate the 
forward end portion of the pencil core externally of the 
barrel and in said sharpening means; releasable one-way 
latch means engaging said feeding means to prevent said 
feeding means from moving said core forwardly in said 
barrel; said cap being shiftable by manual force to said 
maximum rearward position and against said latch means 
to release the same from feeding means; said mounting 
means embodying means permitting said cap to be shifted 
by said feeding means, when the manual force on said 
cap is released, from said maximum rearward position to 
said forward position and from operative relation to 
said latch means to allow reengagement of said latch 
means with said feeding means. . 

12. In a marking pencil: a barrel; means for supporting 
a pencil core in said barrel against substantial rotation 
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14 
relative to said barrel while permitting the core to move 
axially of said barrel; a cap; means frictionally mounting 
Said cap on said barrel and permitting rotation of said 
cap on said barrel and limited longitudinal movement 
without rotation on said barrel between a forward posi 
tion and a maximum rearward position; sharpening means 
in and Totatable with said cap relative to said barrel to 
sharpen the core when said cap is in said rearward posi 
tion; means in said barrel for feeding the core forwardly 
of said barrel to locate the forward end portion of the 
core externally of the barrel and in said sharpening means; 
releasable latch means for preventing said feeding means 
from moving said core forwardly in said barrel; said 
cap being shiftable on said barrel by manual force to said 
maximum rearward position and against said latch means 
to release the same; said mounting means embodying 
means permitting said cap to be shifted by said feeding 
means, following removal of the manual force on said 
cap, from said maximum rearward position to said for 
ward position to allow reengagement of said latch means. 

13. In a marking pencil: a barrel member; means 
for supporting a pencil core in said barrel member against 
Substantial rotation relative to said barrel member while 
permitting the core to move axially of said barrel member; 
a cap member; friction means mounted on and rotatable 
with respect to one of said members and frictionally 
engageable with the other of said members to enable posi 
tioning of said cap member on said barrel member in a 
maximum rearward position, said friction means having 
lost-motion with said one of said members to permit said 
cap member to shift from said maximum rearward position 
forwardly of said friction means and barrel member; 
sharpening means in and rotatable with said cap member 
relative to said barrel member to sharpen the core when 
said cap member is in said maximum rearward position; 
means in said barrel member for feeding the core forward 
ly of said barrel member to locate the forward end por 
tion of the core externally of the barrel member and in 
said sharpening means; releasable latch means for prevent 
ing said feeding means from moving said core forwardly 
in said barrel member; said cap member being shiftable on 
Said barrel member by manual force to said maximum 
rearward position and against said latch means to release 
the same; said friction means permitting said cap to be 
shifted by said feeding means, following removal of the 
manual force on said cap member, forwardly from said 
maximum rearward position to allow reengagement of said 
latch means. 
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