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UNITED STATES

2,048,014
PATENT OFFICE

2,048,014
TABLET ARM FOR FOLDING CHAIRS

August Leo Lochman, Pittsburgh, Pa., and John
Kluson, Chicago, IIl; said Kluson assighor to
Clarin - Manufacturing Co., a corporation of

INinois

Application August 22, 1935, Serial No. 37,366

11 Claims,

This invention relates to improvements in a
tablet arm for folding chair.

One of the main objects of this invention is to
provide a tablet arm or combination tablet and
arm rest which can be very easily applied to an
armless chair, especially a metal folding chair
of the type illustrated herein, so that such a
chair can easily be converted from its ordinary
use as a seat to that of a combined seat and table,
and make it especially adapted for use in lecture
rooms, lunch rooms, at parties, and the like; and
which tablet arm also can be very easily removed
from the chair.

Another object is to provide a tablet arm con-
struction - which can be very easily attached to
such a folding chair, as by merely sliding or set-

ting it in position thereon; and will then be se-

curely held connected to the chair, even if the
chair upsets; and which likewise can be just as
easily and quickly removed from the chair, by
merely withdrawing it therefrom. :

These and various other objects and advan-
tages will become apparent from the following
description, taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which the invention is illus=
trated in its preferred form of construction, it
being understood that various other arrange-
ments and forms of construction may be resorted
to for carrying out the objects and purposes of
this invention.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a folding
chair illustrating this invention attached thereto.

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the chair
and invention.

Fig. 3 is an inverted plan view of the improved
tablet arm.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view, taken
on line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is g sectional detail view, taken on line
5—5 of Fig, 4.

Pig. 6 is a sectional detail view, taken on line
6—6 of Fig. 5..

Fig. 7 is an elevational detail view of the lower
means for attaching and supporting the tablet
arm on the chair,

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of said attaching
means.

Figs. 9 and 10 are sectional views, taken on lines
9—9 and {0—10 of Fig. 7, in the direction of the

“arrows shown thereon.

The drawings illustrate this invention in its
preferred form of construction, which is particu-
larly adpted for use on, and is shown in connec-
tion with, a metal folding chair which comprises
2 main frame (6 including a yoke-shaped bar
member, the lower part of which provides the two
front legs 16, and the upper part of which pro-
vides a bight portion or a connecting part 17 for

(CL 155—125)

the legs. - A metal panel 18 is secured in said up-
per connecting part, providing the backrest of
the chair and having a lower edge flange 19 for
reinforcement, Cross-bars 20 and 20’ hold the
legs 16 rigidly connected.

The short frame 24 is mounted between the
main frame and includes the rear legs 22 which
have metal straps or bars 23 arising from the up-
per ends, said bars being pivoted at 24 to the
forward side parts of the seat 25. The rear side

- parts of the seat are swingably connected to the

main frame 15 by a pair of links 26, and the rear
seat part rests on said cross-bar 29 on frame 15.
A pivot element 21, as for example a rivet, ex-
tends at each side of the chair through the two
adjoining legs {6 and 22, to provide for the fold-
ing of the chair.

Our improved tablet arm 39, as disclosed in this
application, is especially arranged and adapted
so that it may be quickly and conveniently at-
tached to the above described folding chair for
use therewith, and can likewise readily be re-
moved therefrom. This tablet arm comprises a
main tablet portion 3! for supporting a book, &
plate, or the like, and is placed well inwardly lat-
erally and made sufficiently large, so that an arti-
cle may be placed thereon almost centrally in
front of the person seated on the chair; and a
narrow arm portion 32 extends rearward there-~

from, adapted to support the arm of the person. J

Said tablet arm is preferably made of wood, or
may be made of other suitable material, and has a
reinforcing member, preferably an angle iron 33
including a depending flange 34, mounted cross-
wise under the nether face of the main portion 31.

The tablet arm is provided with means 35 for
supporting it at the rear end, thru arm 32, on
the upper part of the main frame 15; and with
means 36 for supporting it at the forward end,
thru tablet portion 3{, on the pivotally connected
parts of one of the pairs of legs. Both of said
supporting means are arranged and constructed
so that they can readily be set in place on or
connected with the chair frame, in order to be
held securely in position thereon and also to be
conveniently and quickly removable therefrom.

The rear supporting means 35 of this tablet
arm comprises an attaching member, which is
herein shown in the form of a plate 37 and two
straps or members 38 and 39 provided thereon in
spaced relation, so arranged that their outer ends
extend rearwardly beyond arm rest 32 and provide
a space 49 therebetween adapted to receive the
portion {7 of frame {5 therein, said supporting
means 35 being secured under arm rest 32 by
bolts 41 or the like. A metal band or strap 42
is preferably mounted over said members 38 and
39, adjacent o the rear end of arm rest 32, to
abut against frame means {7 and provide a limit
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2
for the rearward movement of the tablet arm on
the chair frame. The inner strap 38 is preferably

provided with an upturned or curved lip 43 which
is adapted to be hooked or engaged around flange

19 on backrest {8, by lifting the front part. of ..

tablet arm 38 slightly upwards; thereby support-
ing said end of the tablet arm and preventing it
from moving forwardly from the backrest, while
in its level or operative position. Strap 39 bears
against the outer side of frame means {7, while
strap 38 and its hook 43 bear against the inner
side of end flange 44 whereby backrest {8 is se-
cured on frame means {7, as indicated in Fig. 4.

The forward supporting means 8§ of the tablet-

arm comprises a supporting arm or bar 4&, which
preferably consists of -an angle iron including a
lower flange 46, havmg an attaching meéember 47

‘secured to its upper end which is provided with a
_ pair of hooks 48 engaging in- suitable openings

provided in flange 34 of plate 38, so that arm 46 is
swingably and foldably mounted under the tablet
arm. A substantially triangular plate §8. is se-
cured on the lower end of supporting arm 46, its
rear part being adapted to bear against the front
of cross-bar 28,and it is provided with a rear hook
51 to engage over and behind said cross-bar, as
best shiown in Fig, 7, thus holding arm. 48 and
plate 50 against forward and rearward move-
ment on the chair. A lip 52 on the forward end
of plate 50 engages against the inner side of bar
23 on leg 22, while a depending finger or hook 53
on the lower end of arm 46 engages against the
outer side of bar 23, as best shown in Figs. 7 and
10, thus holding arm 46 and plate 59 against
lateral movement on the chair. Said plate and
arm fit snugly between. bars 29 and 23 and be-
tween frame means 15 and seat 25, as 111ustrated
in the drawings.

With this construction and arrangement as dis-~
closed above, the tablet arm is readily and con-

- veniently attachable to the chair, by tilting. the

forward end upwardly and sliding straps 38 and
39 onto frame bar {7, so that the bar rests in the

space 40 therebetween, while hook 48 engages

around flange {9 on the backrest {8; in the mean-
time, plate 5¢ is slid in position between bars 28
and 28 and between frame {5 and seat 25, bring-
ing Tugs 51, 52 and 53 in holding position, wiereby
the tablet arm is brought into its substantially

_level and proper position for use, as indicated in

the drawings. It is thus firmly held in position
on the chair and will not separate therefrom even
if the chair is upset; and at the same time, it can
be quickly and conveniently removed from the

‘chair by drawing and swinging the front part of

the tablet arm upwardly, thereby raising plate 58
along with it and then dropping-or unhooking the
hook 43 from flange {8 on the backrest. This
tablet arm is thus conveniently attachable to and
detachable from this type of chair, by a mere push
or s pull and a slight tilting movement of the
device, so that the chair can be quickly and easily
converted from a plain armiess chair to a chair
with tablet arm thereon, and again converted into
a plain chair.

We claim:

1. The combination with a chair including

‘upper frame means and a pair of pivoially. con-

nected ' legs at each.of the two opposite sides

‘thereof, of a tablet arm comprising means at its
rear end engaging said frame ineans and also

means provided on the frame means, thereby
holding ‘said end securely in position, and sup-
porting-means pivotally connected to said tablet
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arm and having means thereon which bears on
means on the upper portion of .one pair of said

pairs of legs, being easily mounted by lowering it
in position thereon, said tablet arm being readily

attached to the chair by a swinging movement of -

said arm to meunt its rear end in position and
then g downward movement of the front end of
said arm to mount said bearing means in position.

2. The combination, with a chair including a
frame - having - a backrest member with lower
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o

flange means thereon, also a pair of pivotally

connected legs associated with each side of said
frame, of a tablet arm having spaced means at its
rear end to engage the two opposite sides of a
frame bar and including means engaging said

flange means to secure the arm in position there- .

on, and supporting means depending from the
forward part of said tablet arm and having
means at its lower end bearing upon means on
the upper: part of one of said pair of legs and
upon means on said frame bar, adapted to: be

mounted by dropping in position thereon, said

tablet arm being readily attached to the chair-by.
‘& swinging movement of said arm to engage.the
end means on the frame bar and flange means, -

then lowering the front end cof the tablet arm
downwardly and seating the lower mountmg
means on the legs.

3. The combination, with 2 folding chair in-
cluding a yoke-shaped frame bar, the lower part

of which provides the front legs and the upper
part has backrest means thereon, also a pair of
rear legs pivotally: connected to the front legs
and a seat pivotally mounted between the legs, of
a tablet arm comprising spaced means at the rear
embracing the two opp051te sides of a frame bar
and engaging means provided on said backrest,
thus being readily mountable thereon with a slight
tilting movement, and a supporting bar depend-
ing from-the tablet arm and having means seated
between the side of the seat and means on the
adjoining pair of legs, above the pivotal connsc-

tion of the legs, whereby said tablet arm is readily

mountable on said chair by a short sliding and

tilting movement thereof, a,nd is' likewise readlly :

removable therefrom.
4. The combination, with a foldmg chair -in-
cluding a yoke-shaped frame bar, the lower part

of which provides the front legs-and the bight .

portion has a backrest member mounted therein,
also a pair of rear legs pivotally.connected to the

front legs and a seat pivotally mounted between
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the legs, of a tablet arm comprising forked means . ’

at the rear end engaging the two opposite sides of

the frame bar and also means -on- the backrest;

adapted to be mounted thereon with a slight tilt-:

ing and swinging motion, a supporting member
pivotally mounted under the tablet arm and in-

cluding a member at its lower. end adjacent one

side of the seat and the adjoining pair of: legs,
fitting'-closely in position on the legs-above their

" pivotal connection, and means on said member

claspingly engaging means on said two adjoining

Tegs to ‘hold the member securely in position, .

whereby said tablet-arm is readily mountable on
said chair and readily removable therefrom. -
5. A-tablet arm for a folding chair including a

pair of side frame bars h avmg a backrest member -
-ab the upper ends also a pivotally connected leg =

associated with each of said side frame bars, below -

said member; said tablet arm comprising means

‘at its rear end including a pair of spaced ele--

ments, one of which engages the outer side.of g

‘frame bar and the other engages the inner side of

75



10

15

20

2,048,014

said bar and also engages means provided on the
lower part of the backrest to support said end and
to prevent movement thereof on the bar, a sup-
porting member swingably connected to said arm,
and means on said supporting member adapted to
be retained on means on the upper portion of one
pivotally connected leg and on a frame bar, so as
to be readily mounted thereon by merely pressing
it downward into position.

6. A tablet arm for a folding chair including
frame bars having a. backrest member at the
upper ends also a pivotally connected leg asso-
ciated with each of said frame bars, said tablet
arm comprising means at its rear end including
two spaced elements adapted to receive a frame
bar therebetween, and having hook means there-
on which is hooked onto means on the lower
part of the backrest, whereby said elements are
readily mounted in position on the frame and
backrest means by a swinging motion of the

. tablet arm, a supporting member swingably con-
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nected to said arm, and means on said supporting
member adapted to hold onto means on the upper
portion of one of the legs and on a frame bar
above their pivotal connection, the means on the
supporting member being readily mounted there-
on by merely pressing it downward into position.

7. A tablet arm for a folding chair which in-
cludes frame bars having a backrest at the upper
parts while the lower parts provide the front
legs, a pair of rear legs pivotally connected to the
front legs, also a seat pivoted to said legs, said
tablet arm comprising s relatively large main
supporting portion having a narrow rearwardly
extending arm rest thereon, spaced means ex-
tending rearwardly from the arm rest to engage
the two opposite sides of a frame bar, means on
the spaced means to engage in rear of a lower
part of the backrest, so as to support and hold the
arm rest in position thereon, a supporting bar
swingably connected to the tablet arm and de-
pending therefrom, and means on the lower end
of said bar adapted to bear on mnieans on. the
upper portion of one of a pair of legs and on a
frame bar above their pivotal connection, the
means on the supporting bar being readily mount-
ed thereon by merely pressing it downward iito
position, whereby the tablet arm is held securely
on the chair and its main portion extends chiefly
in front of the seat.

8. A tablet arm for a folding chair which in-
cludes a frame whereof the lower part provides
the front legs and the upper part supports a

~backrest, a pair of rear legs pivotally mounted

between said front legs, also a seat pivotally
mounted between said pairs of legs, said tablet
arm comprising spaced means extending from its
rear end for receiving a frame bar therebetween,
adapted to be mounted thereon with a slight rear-
ward and tilting motion to engage means on the
lower part of the backrest, a supporting bar and
means for swingably connecting its upper end
with the front part of the tablet arm, means on
the lower end of said bar being shaped to fit
snugly between the side of the seat and the
upper portions of the two adjoining legs, and co-
operating means on said lower means and on the
two leg portions held claspingly together, adapted
to be readily mounted by pressing said lower
means downwardly onto said leg portions, and
arranged to hold said lower means and bar se-
curely in position.

9. A tablet arm for a folding chair which in-
cludes a frame whereof the lower part provides

3

the front legs and the upper part supports a
backrest, a pair of rear legs pivotally mounted
between said front legs, also a seat pivotally
mounted between said pairs of legs, said tablet
arm comprising spaced means extending from its
rear end adapted to receive a frame bar there-
between, being adapted to be mounted thereon
with a rearward and swinging motion, a support-
ing bar and means for swingably connecting its
upper end with the front part of the tablet arm,
means on the lower end of said bar being shaped
to fit snugly against the upper portions of two
adjacent legs, and means on said lower means
to grasp one upper leg porfion and to hook upon
laterally extending means on the other leg por-
tion, so as to hold the supporting bar firmly
against movement in a horizontal plane but en-
able mounting it in position by merely pressing it
downwardly

10. A tablet arm for g folding chair including
a frame whereof the lower part provides the front
legs and the upper part supports a backrest hav-
ing a lower reinforcing flange, a pair of rear
legs pivotally mounted between said front legs,
also a seat pivotally mounted between said pairs
of legs, said tablet arm comprising a front sup-
porting portion and an arm rest extending rear-
wardly thereon, means on said arm rest including
a pair of spaced elements extending rearwardly
therefrom engaging the cpposite sides of a frame
bar, hook means on one element to engage behind
the lower flange on the backrest so as to hold the
arms firmly thereon against forward and vertical
movement, a supporting bar and means for
swingably mounting it under the forward part of
the arm, means on the lower end of said bar
including ‘a plate adapted to fit closely between
a side of the seat and the upper portions of an
adjoining pair of legs, hook means on said plate
and bar for embracing the upper part of one leg
therebetween, and hook means at the rear of the
plate to engage means on the other leg, thereby
firmly holding said plate and bar in position

11. A tablet arm for a folding chair which
contains a main frame including an upper frame
having side bars and the front legs extending
downward therefrom, & pair of rear legs pivotally
mounted between said front legs, also a seat piv-
otally mounted between said pairs of legs, said
tablet arm comprising a main front portion and
an arm rest on the rear thereof, spaced means
extending rearwardly from the arm rest adapted
to grasp a side bar therebetween and to be
mounted thereon with a slight tilting of the arm

and rearward motion, means associated with said ¢

spaced means engaging the upper frame to sup-
port the end of the arm rest thereon, a supporting
member and means swingably mounting it under
said main portion of the tablet arm, means on
the lower end of said member shaped to fit snugly
between a side of the seat and the upper portions
of the adjacent legs above their pivotal connec-
tion, spaced means associated with said lower
means adapted to engage one of said leg portions

therebetween, and means on said lower means 6

adapted to grasp means provided on the other
leg portion, so as to mount the lower means
readily and hold it firmly in position by pressing
it downwardly, whereby the tablet arm is easily
and quickly mountable on the chair by a slight
swinging and descending movement of the former
on the latter.

AUGUST LEO LOCHMAN.

JOHN KLUSON.
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