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The present invention relates to receptacles, 
particularly for refuse, such as garbage, which 
may contain considerable moisture. An impor 
tant object of the invention is to provide such a 
receptacle which is of neat appearance, compact 
construction, and which is convenient to use. 
A further object is to provide such a receptacle 

constructed entirely of sheet metal and wire parts 
which are quick, simple, and inexpensive to fab 
ricate and to assemble. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

Such a receptacle having a lid conveniently oper 
able by means of a foot treadle, the lid being 
quickly and easily removable and contoured to 
Serve as a dustpan. 
An object related to that last stated is to pro 

vide novel hinging and actuating means for such 
a combined dustpan and cover, so designed and 
arranged that the combined dustpan-cover may 
be removed and replaced with one hand, simply 
by pulling the same from a slot in which its for 
Ward edge or lip is fitted, without the necessity 
for manipulation of any special holding or fas 
tening means. 

Still another object is to provide novel com 
bined foot treadle and spring means, and addi 
tional novel co-operating parts, for actuating 
the cover, limiting the travel of the treadle and 
other elements of the mechanism, and returning 
the parts to their normal positioning when the 
treadle is released. 

Still another object is to provide Such an im 
proved receptacle adapted to hold a disposable 
inner container such as a paper bag within which 
garbage and other refuse may be placed, the inner 
container being effectively ventilated so that 
moisture tends to evaporate from its surface and 
from its contents. 
A further object is to provide novel drip-catch 

ing means for any moisture which fails to evapo 
rate, the drip-catching means being easily 
removable for emptying and cleaning. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

upon consideration of the present disclosure in 
its entirety. 

In the drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a receptacle con 

structed in accordance with the present inven 
tion, 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view thereof, 
Fig. 3 is a view partly in side elevation and 

partly in Substantially vertical section, taken 
Substantially on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 and look 
ing in the direction of the arrows, 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, vertical sectional view 
upon a larger Scale, showing portions of the cover 
lifting mechanism and adjacent parts of the 
receptacle and cover, 
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Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the 

hinged edge portion of the cover assembly, 
Figs. 6 and 7 are sectional views taken sub 

stantially on the lines 6-6 and 7-7 respectively 
of Fig. 3, and looking in the direction of the 
arroWS, 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the 
lower rear portion of the receptacle, with parts 
broken away, and 

Fig. 9 is a sectional elevational view taken 
Substantially on the line 9-9 of Fig. 3 and look 
ing in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring now to the drawings, reference char 
acter O. designates generally the body of my 
improved receptacle. The body may be formed 
of a single piece of sheet metal bent along Wer 
tical lines to provide a front wall and side 
walls 2 at right angles to the front Wall, An 
inset back Wall is formed by a separate panel 
4 fitted between and Secured to the side walls 
2, the upper portion of the back wall being 

vertical while its lower portion is inclined for 
wardly toward the bottom, as best shown in 
Fig. 3, to a position Such that its lower extremity 
f6 lies relatively close to the front wall f, an 
opening 7 being left between edge 6 and the 
front wall to permit drainage and free air 
circulation. The wall 4 also serves as a Support 
for an inner receptacle such as the paper bag 
shown in dotted lines at 20. In the preferred 
construction illustrated, the panel 4 forming 
the combined back wall and bag Supporting mem 
ber is provided with marginal flanges 5 bear 
ing against the inner faces of the side walls f2 
and suitably secured thereto as by spot welding. 
The central portion of the panel 4 is formed 
with a trough-like depression extending length 
wise thereof as indicated at 8 to provide a ver 
tical channel for drainage and air circulation. 
The inner receptacle or bag 20 is thus held away 
from the inner face of the panel 4, permitting 
air to circulate beneath the bag and promoting 
evaporation of moisture, which is of course ad 
vantageous when the receptacle is used for 
garbage. 
At their lower extremities the front and side 

walls are inset, as indicated at f', 2' respec 
tively, such inset portions being formed as in 
tegral vertical continuations of the walls , 2, 
and forming an inwardly directed ledge 3 along 
these Walls. An Operating treadle comprising a 
single length of relatively heavy wire of generally 
rectangular form is pivoted upon a transverse 
axis in and near the rear extremities of the inset 
side Wall portions 2 and extends forwardly be 
side and close to the inset side walls 2' and 
across the inset front wall portion f', a central 
portion of the Section of the treadle wire which 
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extends across the front being bent forwardly 
in a loop designated 25 to provide a section con 
veniently engageable by the foot to enable de 
preSSing the treadle. The rear ends of the side 
legs 26 of the treadle wire are bent inwardly, 
extend through slots 28 formed at the back of 
the inset wall sections 2 and project approxi 
mately to the center of the rear of the assembly, 
where they terminate in abutting downturned 
extremities 30. The rear lower portion of the body assembly 
is braced by a transverse metallic strap 34 con 
necting the rear lower extremities of the Wall 
section 2' and provided with forwardly turned 
flanges or extremities 35 welded to the inner 
faces of such wall sections. Flanges 35 are pro 
vided with slotted portions registering with the 
slots 28 in the wall sections 2', thereby serving 
to reinforce such slots. A co-operating bracing 
member which may also be formed of strap metal, 
designated 40, is welded or otherwise secured 
at its rear end to the central area of the cross 
bracing strap 34, and at its forward extremity 
provided with a downturned portion 4 welded 
or otherwise suitably secured to the inner face 
of the inset front wall section '. Portion 4 
does not terminate at its lower extremity, but 
projects horizontally forwardly from the bottom 
of the assembly to provide a foot 42 bearing 
against the floor or other support beneath the 
pedal loop 25 and bracing the entire receptacle 
assembly against tipping forwardly. 
A portion of the strap 40 adjacent the rear 

cross brace 34 is provided with a horizontal wall 
section or ledge 43 having a slot 44 through 
which the downturned ends 30 of the treadle 
wire project. It will be noted that the slots 28 
extend forwardly and down Wardly and that the 
lower extremities of such slots are approximately 
centered with respect to the vertical dimension 
of the inset wall section f2'. The downturned 
extremities 30 of the treadle wire lie at an angle 
somewhat exceeding 90° with relation to the side 
legs 26 of the treadle wire, as viewed in trans 
verse elevation (Fig. 3), and bear against the 
downturned rear extrenity 45 of the central 
bracing strap 49 with sufficient force so that the 
reaction of this engagement maintains the front 
of the treadle wire elevated to the full line posi 
tion shown in Fig. 3 in which it bears against 
the underside of the ledge f3. The treadle may 
be formed of cold rolled wire or the like and 
when depressed to the position shown in dot 
dash lines in Fig. 3, the cover is raised through 
the agency of connecting means presently to be 
described and when the treadle is released the 
treadle returns to its original position, but the 
cover Will remain in the dot-dash position shown 
in Fig. 4 until it is tilted over by hand. In other 
Words, the cover will remain open if fully opened, 
until closed by moving it by hand. Flexure of 
the treadle Wire occurs through torsion in the 
transversely extending rear legs 27, and as bend 
ing of the side legs 26 so that it tends to return 
to its elevated position. An upwardly extending cover-actuating Wire or 
rod 59 is secured to an intermediate portion of 
each side leg 26 of the treadle wire as by arc 
welding. The lower portion of each wire 59 lies 
cutside and beside the adjacent inset Wall pol 
tion f2', while the portion of such Wire above 
the ledge 3 lies inside the receptacle body, slots 
5 being provided in the ledges through which 
the lifter wires 50 project. At its upper extremity 
each wire 5) is pivotally connected to a lifting 
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lever 54. One such lever is located near and 
parallel to each side wall f2, the levers being 
pivoted upon opposite ends of a transverse rod 
35 extending across the back panel 4 and at 
tached thereto by sheet metal bracket clips 5B 
riveted or otherwise attached to the rear face 
thereof near the top. Rod 55 is laid in an em 
bossed channel (undesignated) in the rear panel 
to promote rigidity and uniform loading of the 
Supporting parts. Each lifter includes a rear 
wardly extending arm 58 which projects behind 
the rear wall 4, as shown, and a forwardly ex 
tending arm or finger 59 which is curved up 
Wardly and projects above the open top of the 

5 receptacle body to engage the under surface of 
the cover assembly generally designated 60. The 
upper extremity of the finger portion 59 of the 
lifter is rounded to reduce sliding friction and 
take advantage of the partial rocking engage 
ment which takes place between the lifter and 
cover during raising of the latter. 
At its upper extremity the rear wall f4 is 

turned rearwardly to provide a horizontal top 
flange 4' which terminates at its ends adjacent 
the upper ends of flanges is. Such ends of the 
fanges 4 and 5 are covered by upwardly ex 
tending integral continuations 72 of the side walls 
2, formed at the upper rear corners of the Side 
Walls and marginally flanged in Wardly to Overlap 
the corners defined at the ends of Such flanges 
4' and 5. The marginal flanges impart a con 

vex configuration to the portions 72 and are 
Smoothly contoured, the portions 3 thereof 
facing the front of the receptacle being con 
Wexly curved about a transverse axis to assist in 
the pivotal Support of the cover in a manner 
which will presently be more particularly de 
Scribed. An embossed continuation of the por 
tions 2 extends forwardly as a continuous con 
vex bead 74 circumscribing the sides and front 
of the receptacle near the top to provide an out 
Wardly projecting shoulder or lip adapted to serve 
as a seat for and limit the downward movement 
of the cover assembly 60. The cover assembly is 
So shaped and proportioned that its side walls 6 
embrace and extend downwardly over the upper 
extremities of the front and side walls , 2 and 
when closed the cover thus rests upon the lip 
portion 74. The cover assembly is also con 
toured to serve as a dustpan, the sides of which 
are formed by the wall portions 6f thereof just 
referred to, the cover being adapted to be re 
moved and inverted to permit its use as a dust 
pan. Hinged connection between the cover 
dustpan assembly and the receptacle body is pro 
vided by rockable engagement between a rear 
Wardly projecting lip 62 which is contoured to 
serve as the dust-collecting edge of the assembly 
When used as a dustpan and which when the de 
vice is assembled with respect to the receptacle 
Serves as a part of the cover hinging means. 
When attached to the receptacle, lip 62 of the 
cover projects through a horizontal slot 76 formed 
longitudinally in the upper end portion of wall 
4. Such slot may be formed by a sheared line, 

the metal of the wall below such line being 
pressed forwardly out of the plane of the wall, 
as shown in Fig. 4. The lip portion 62 is provided 
With an offset rounded bead portion 66 extend 
ing along and near its free edge and of such 
radius as to be freely rockable with respect to 
the slotted channel portions against which it fits, 
as shown in Fig. 4. It will be seen that by virtue 
of this arrangement, the cover portion may 
quickly and easily be removed from the remain 
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der of the receptacle, simply by pulling its lip 
62 out of the slot 76, since it is not connected to 
the lifter fingers 59 or otherwise attached to the 
receptacle in any manner which would prevent 
its removal simply by partially raising it and 
pulling it free of the slot. A handle 68 may be 
provided for the cover-dustpan assembly, and 
this may also be used for lifting the cover if de 
sired, as will be apparent. 
A drip pan 80 is provided beneath the gap 7 

and the front lower extremity or edge 6 of the 
sloping back plate 4, so as to catch any liquid 
that may escape from the inner bag or receptacle 
without evaporating. Such pan is provided with 
a rim which rests on the ledge 3 on the front 
wall and side walls 2 and in order to hold 
the pan in place, the strap 40 is upwardly offset 
as indicated as 8 at the rear side of the pan. 
The pan may easily be removed by reaching into 
the body from the rear and lifting it and then 
withdrawing it. The front and side walls i, 2 
are embossed inwardly as indicated at 82 to pro 
vide a bead overhanging the rim of the pan and 
this bead is adapted to deflect inwardly and into 
the pan any liquid which may run down the 
walls. The portion 82 also serves to reinforce 
and add to the ornamental appearance of the casing. 
When the treadle portion 25 is depressed, the 

lifters 54 are rocked through the agency of the 
pull wires 50 and the cover is swung upwardly by 
the resulting upward movement of the fingers 59. 
The rounded inner surface of the lip channel 66 
of the cover rocks and slides about the upper 
edges of the slot 76 during opening movement of 
the cover and at the same time the end por 
tions, designated 6', of the flanges 6 forming 
the sides of the cover (and the side walls of the 
dustpan) bear against and ride over the previous 
ly mentioned rounded guiding portions 73 which 
form part of the marginal flanges of side exten 
sions 72. The rounded guiding portions T3 are 
approximately concentric with the axis of pivotal 
movement of the cover in opening. It will be ap 
preciated that such axis need not be accurately 
fixed, but that it may correspond approximately 
to the upper edge of the slot 76 in wall 4. 
The portion of the channel or bead 66 near 

est the free edge of the cover-dustpan assembly 
slopes, gradually SO that dust and debris may 
easily be swept over it when the assembly is 
inverted for use as a dustpan, while its side 
farther from the free edge may slope more 
abruptly, tending to retain its contents when 
used as a dustpan. 
A swinging, bail type handle 85 may be pivot 

ally attached to the rear face of back wall 
f4 by the same brackets 56 used to pivotally Sup 
port the lifters 54. The entire assembly may 
be conveniently carried by this handle, which 
Swings flat against the back Wall when not in 
use. By virtue of the inset arrangement of 
the upper, vertical section of the back Wall, all 
portions of the mechanism lie forward of the 
rear edges of the side walls so that the assembly 
may stand flat against a Wall. 

It will be apparent that variations may be 
introduced without departure from the Spirit and 
scope of the subjoined claims. 
I claim: 
1. A receptacle for refuse comprising an Open 

top container of substantially rectangular croSS 
section having a flat rear wall provided with a 
slot extended substantially the full width of 
the wall, and a cover for the container having 
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a flat top and a straight-edge lip in coplanar 
relation with respect to the top and slidable in 
and removable from the slot and rockable in 
the slot to afford Swinging movement of the 
COWe. 

2. Means as Set forth in claim 1 in which said 
lip portion and the portion of said rear wall 
adjacent said slot are laterally offset to provide 
clearance for increased angular rocking move 
ment of the cover, said offset means also tending 
to oppose accidental detachment of the cover 
Without preventing its intentional removal. 

3. Means as Set forth in claim 1 in which said 
flat cover is provided with an offset groove ad 
jacent and parallel to said lip portion, the groove 
having gradually inclined walls of rounded sec 
tion and acting to provide clearance for said 
rocking movement and to oppose accidental de 
tachment of the cover without preventing its 
intentional removal, said cover having side 
flanges extending downwardly therefrom and 
adapted to define the sides of a pan when the 
COver is removed and inverted, one side of the 
panthus defined being open along the edge which 
carries Said lip, the free edge of the lip lying 
Substantially in the same plane as the flat Sur 
face of the cover, and the groove being offset 
toward the interior of the cover whereby the 
Walls of the groove form a ridge inside the cover 
adjacent the lip adapted to retain dust when 
the cover is used as a dustpan. 

4. A receptacle for refuse comprising a rec 
tangular open top container, and a removable 
cover for the container, the rear wall of the 
Container extended upwardly and provided with 
a transverse slot, a flange on the extension pro 
truding rearwardly of the container, the wall 
adjacent the slot being offset inwardly of the 
container, the cover having a flat top and down 
wardly extended front, side walls and a rear 
Wardly extended lip provided with a trans 
verse offset bead received by the slot, and serv 
ing to pivotally Support the cover for Swing 
ing movement and the lip cooperating with the 
flange and offset of the Wall to limit movement 
of the cover. 

CHARLES BELSKY. 
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