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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A footwear generally comprising a toe portion, a heel 

portion and a portion having a leg receiving opening, a 
Substantially transverse aperture extending from a point 
on one side of the footwear downwardly along the side, 
across the bottom thereof between the toe and heel por 
tions and upwardly along the opposite side thereof to the 
leg receiving opening, and means for fastening the sections 
provided by the transverse aperture, together. 

It is a well known fact that it is often difficult to put 
on footwear having extended uppers, whether these be 
in the form of bootees or boots. It is particularly difficult 
to put on ankle boots in the case of a child whose foot is 
deformed. 

Hitherto in an attempt to avoid this disadvantage, foot 
wear has been produced with a large longitudinal aper 
ture in the vamp. It is, however, not always possible to 
provide this aperture and in any case it cannot be made 
over-large without causing the article to lose its shape, 
which would result in the article no longer fulfilling one 
of its main functions, viz. to avoid or correct those de 
formations which are the result of wearing bad footwear. 
The invention therefore has for an object an article of 

footwear having an extended upper, such as a bootee or 
boot which obviates or minimizes the abovementioned dis 
advantage and which may be opened completely when 
being fitted on to the foot without this being in any way 
detrimental to its shape. 

According to the invention, the article is provided with 
a transverse aperture in the upper, said aperture extending 
from the upper edge of one of the sides, preferably the 
outer side, as far as the other side and continuing through 
the part of the sole located between the sole of the foot 
and the heel. 
In an advantageous embodiment of the invention which 

is particularly applicable to children's shoes, the shoe is 
based on a one-piece pattern and including the portion 
which forms the sole of the foot, under which it is pos 
sible to locate a sole-piece. The pattern has a rounded 
seam at the part forming the toe, thus effecting a substan 
tial saving in material. 

In order that the invention may be more clearly under 
stood, reference will now be made to the accompanying 
drawings, which show one embodiment thereof, by way 
of example, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of the outside of an 

ankle boot of the invention, 
FIGURE 2 is an elevational view of the inside there 

of, and 
FIGURE 3 is a view of the boot when opened. 
Referring now to the drawings, the ankle-boot shown in 
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to shape with a seam along the upper edge of the shoe 
upper 1a and with a rounded seam 2 at the part forming 
the toe, thus avoiding any wastage of material. 
A transverse aperture, provided with a sliding-clasp 

fastener 3, extends from the upper edge of the upper a 
of the boot on the outside approximately half-way up 
the other side, i.e. the inside, of the upper. This trans 
Verse aperture continues through the part of the sole 
located between the sole of the foot and the heel. Thus, 
when the fastener is open (FIGURE 3), the boot is prac 
tically divided into two parts, the front and the rear, 
thus greatly simplifying the fitting of the boot on to the 
foot, even when the foot is in some way deformed. 
The importance of this transverse aperture which di 

vides the boot into two parts is obvious, since the fitting 
of the boot on to the foot is greatly simplified, but it 
should be noted that it will advantageously be used when 
ever it is desired to make shoes or boots from a single 
piece of material with a rounded seam at the part form 
ing the toe. 

Finally, if the ankle-boot is intended for use as a walk 
ing shoe, it will also be advantageous to locate tread 
pieces respectively on the sole of the foot and the heel. 
These tread-pieces have been shown diagrammatically in 
chain-dotted lines at 4 and 5 respectively in FIGURE 1. 
The shape, material used and the size of the boot may, 

of course, vary widely, as may the accessories. 
I claim: 
1. A footwear article comprising a toe portion, a heel 

portion, a portion having a leg receiving opening, at least 
one of said portions having a substantially transverse 
aperture extending from a point on one side of said foot 
wear spaced from the edge of said leg receiving opening, 
downwardly along said side, across the bottom thereof 
between said toe and heel portions and upwardly along 
the opposite side thereof to said leg receiving opening, and 
means for fastening the sections provided by said substan 
tially transverse aperture, together. 

2. A footwear article according to claim 1, wherein 
the footwear is formed from a single piece of material 
and is provided with a rounded seam in said toe portion. 

3. A footwear according to claim 5, wherein the un 
dersides of said toe and heel portions are provided with 
treads. 

4. A footwear article according to claim 1, wherein 
said fastening means comprises a sliding clasp fastener. 

5. A footwear article according to claim i, wherein 
the footwear is formed from a single piece of material 
which is provided with a rounded seam in said toe portion, 
and the undersides of said toe and heel portions are pro 
vided with treads. 

6. A footwear article according to claim 5, wherein 
said fastening means comprises a sliding clasp fastener. 
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