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(87) Abstract: An optical modulator according to the present embodiment
allows faster modulation than an SLM using a liquid crystal. The optical
modulator comprises: a plurality of first refractive index regions arranged
along a first direction on a reference surface; regions surrounding said re-
fractive index regions and having refractive indexes that are lower than
those of the refractive index regions; a first conductive film; and a second
conductive film. The first conductive film is provided on cither one of a
pair of side surfaces, arranged in the first direction, in at least one refractive
index region selected from a plurality of the refractive index regions and
belonging to a first group. The second conductive film is provided on ei-
ther one of a pair of side surfaces, without overlapping the first conductive
film, in at least one refractive index region selected from the plurality of
the refractive index regions and belonging to a second group.
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