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U-shaped body has a “critter head' affixed to it. A “critter 
head' is a Stylized plush construct evoking the head of an 
animal or “critter.' Optionally, the end ofthe other leg can 
have features evoking an appendage of the “critter.” 
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NOVELTY NECK PILLOW 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to pillow devices 
intended to receive the human body in a sitting position for 
the purpose of repose. More Specifically, it relates to a 
child's U-shaped, novelty neck pillow, the pillow filled with 
a biologically inert material and having a leg of the U-shape 
configured as an animal head. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The field has been motivated to provide neck 
pillows for use when a perSon is Sitting in repose. For 
children, the field has produced novelty pillows representing 
an animal for use by child in repose. For example, Petrusek 
(U.S. Pat. No. 4,133,064) discloses a device for supporting 
the head of a child user. The Petrusek device consists of an 
inflatable air-cushion, which when inflated has the shape of 
the head of an animal with opened jaws. The lower jaw 
Supports the child's head when placed in the open mouth. 
However, the Petrusek device is disclosed for use in a Supine 
position, and is not disposed for use in a Sitting position. 
0003) Oliveira (U.S. Pat. No. 6,216.298) discloses 
achild's novelty pillow for use in combination with a child's 
motor vehicle safety seat. The Oliveira pillow has a padded 
cushion optionally shaped in the likeness of an animal. It is 
against the animal likeness that the head of a child user is 
cradled while the child is sitting in repose in the Safety Seat. 
Additionally, the Oliveira device has a pair of downwardly 
extending arms which attach together at their ends forming 
a loop around the neck of the child. 
0004) Matthews (U.S. Pat. No. 6,055,687) discloses a 
“toroidal' (donut shaped) Support pillow with a generally 
circular or elliptical inner well region defined by two curved 
cantilevered opposing arms. Optionally, the Matthew's pil 
low may include a head member (Such as an animals head) 
attached anywhere along the top Surface of the cantilevered 
arms. The head member is Sufficiently rigid and attached 
Such that the head member extends in a direction parallel 
generally to the Vertical axis of the pillow. 
0005 Another example of an existing novelty neck pil 
low is disclosed by Perron (U.S. Pat. No. 4,776,049). The 
Perron neck Support can be used by a perSon in a Seated 
position and comprises two stuffed animal cushions con 
nected by a pair of straps. The Perron pillow device is used 
by placing the Stuffed cushions on the shoulders of the 
person with one Strap holding the cushions together behind 
the user's neck and the other Strap Securing the cushions 
together at the front of the user's neck. Therefore, in use the 
Perron device can form a loop completely around the user's 
neck. 

0006 Although they may be useful for their intended 
purposes, these prior devices employ various Structural 
elements and features in order to accomplish their utility that 
have limitations. Particularly for children, it can be benefi 
cial to have an alternative child novelty pillow that does not 
form a loop around the user's neck, or that in anyway 
encircles a user's neck, and can be used in a Sitting position. 
Additionally, it would be beneficial to have an alternative 
novelty pillow that can Serve as a plush toy for a child user. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. The present invention is a novelty pillow having a 
compact size and a U-shape for cradling the head and neck 

Jul. 14, 2005 

of a user while Sitting in repose. The crotch of the U-shaped 
pillow fits around the user's neck sufficiently closely to hold 
the pillow in position. The U-shape of the present pillow 
does not close over the throat of a user, nor form a loop 
around the neck of a user. The novelty pillow is particularly 
useful for Supporting the head and neck of the user while 
Sitting in an upright or Semi-reclining position in a high 
backed chair, Such as those on an airplane, automobile, bus, 
or the like. The pillow has a substantially-uniform cross 
Section, and provides comforting Support in a variety of head 
positions while the user is sitting in repose. The end of one 
leg of the U-shaped body has a “critter head' affixed to it. A 
“critter head' is a Stylized plush construct evoking the head 
of a critter. Typically, the head is affixed to the U-shaped 
pillow body by sewing. Optionally, the end of the other leg 
can have features evoking an appendage of a critter. This 
element of the novelty pillow allows it to serve as a plush toy 
for a child user. 

0008. The novelty pillow comprises a U-shaped pillow 
body containing a fill material, and having a Substantially 
uniform cross section around the U-shape of the pillow body 
up to the leg ends. The two legs of the U-shaped body form 
a crotch between them where they join at the base of the 
U-shape. The crotch is defined by the two legs and the base 
of the U-shape, and is configured to receive the neck of a 
user sufficiently closely to hold the pillow body in position 
while in use. The present novelty pillow utilizes a solid fill 
material (as opposed to being filled with air) to provide the 
substantially uniform cross section of the pillow body. 
Optionally, the present pillow body includes a closeable 
opening for adding or removing fill material. 
0009. The body of the novelty pillow comprises a casing 
stuffed with a fill material. The casing defines the exterior 
surface of the pillow body. The interior surface of the casing 
defines the lumen or interior space of the pillow body. The 
lumen is a single, continuous interior compartment which 
contains the fill material ofthe pillow body. The casing 
comprises two fabric members of Substantially the same size 
and shape. The fabric members of the casing typically are 
constructed of a washable, woven or knitted material. Mate 
rials Suitable for practicing the fabric casing include man 
made fibers, natural fibers, and combinations thereof, further 
including cottons, poly/cottons, fleeces, Wools, flannels, etc. 

0010. The fabric members each have a perimeter edge 
and a horse-shoe or U-shape. The two fabric members 
contact and are connected to each other at their perimeter 
edges by a Seam around their perimeter edgeS. The Seam 
may be Sewn together or Sealed together in Some other 
fashion compatible with the type of fabric involved. For 
example, Some fabrics may be heat Sealed together, while 
others may be glued. An appropriate fabric and method of 
connecting the perimeter Seams of the members together is 
selectable by the ordinary skilled artisan. 
0011. The optional closeable opening of the present pil 
low for adding or removing fill material can be accom 
plished by any of a number of means known to and Select 
able by one of ordinary skill in the art for practice in the 
present invention. A preferred means of accomplishing this 
was accomplished by having one ofthe fabric casing mem 
bers with a closeable opening Set into it, the opening being 
removed from the perimeter edge of the fabric member. The 
opening was located on the fabric member along a chord 
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removed from the perimeter edge in the crotch Section of the 
horseshoe or U-shaped fabric member. The opening of the 
fabric member is made reversibly closeable by any of a 
number of means known to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
including Zipper closures, buttons or Snaps, hook-and-loop 
fasteners, laces, etc. In this preferred embodiment, the 
opening and the means for opening and closing the opening 
was covered with a fly. 
0012. The lumen of the pillow body casing is a single, 
continuous interior compartment. The lumen is packed with 
a sufficient amount of fill material to provide the Substan 
tially uniform croSS Section around the U-shape of the body. 
The fill material can be any of a variety of materials 
Selectable by the ordinary skilled artisan for Stuffing in a 
pillow, including fibrous and fluent materials, and combi 
nations thereof. It is intended that the fill material be 
biologically inert to reduce the opportunity for the growth of 
germs, molds or fungi on the fill material. Also, it is optional 
that the fill material be washable and/or replaceable by the 
user. Appropriate biologically inert fill materials include 
polystyrene, polyester, and Similar man-made materials con 
figured in a manner Selectable by the ordinary skilled artisan 
for suitable as stuffing for a pillow. The novelty pillow may 
further comprise a pillow covering for containing the pillow 
body. 

0013 The critter head may constructed in any of a 
number of manners as known to and Selectable by one of 
ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings and figures 
contained herein. In a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the critter head is a typical animal head and 
includes a nape portion, a chin portion and a face portion. 
These portions may be comprised of one or more pieces and 
are sewn together to form the critter head. The critter head 
is stuffed with a fill material and sewn to the leg end ofthe 
pillow body. Ancillary head features Such as ears, eyes, 
mouth and nose may be included on the critter head to 
improve the characterization ofthe particular animal Styl 
ized. The other leg end ofthe pillow body may be used to 
mount a stylized appendage of the Subject critter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.014 FIG. 1 illustrates an example of the novelty pillow 
of the present invention showing its compact Size and 
horseshoe or U-shaped configuration and plush critter head 
at the end of one of the pillow body legs. 

0015 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the pillow body of 
the present invention. 

0016 FIG. 3 is a front elevation view of the pillow body 
of the present invention showing one leg end ofthe casing 
open to allow the casing lumen to communicate with the 
interior Space of an attached critter head. 

0017 FIG. 4A is a top plan view of a casing fabric 
member. 

0018 FIG. 4B is a bottom plan view of a casing fabric 
member showing a Zippered opening Set into the fabric 
member. 

0019 FIGS.5A and 5B are top plan views of two fabric 
pattern pieces that may be combined to accomplish a casing 
fabric member with a closeable opening. 
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0020 FIG. 6 is a top plan view showing an example of 
how the two fabric pattern pieces of FIGS. 4A and 4B may 
be fitted with a Zipper and combined to accomplish a casing 
fabric member having a closeable opening. 
0021 FIG. 7 is a bottom view of an exemplary critter 
head and leg end of the novelty pillow. 
0022 FIG. 8 is an end view of a critter head stuffed with 
a fill material prior to its attachment to the end of a pillow 
body leg. 
0023 FIG. 9 is a printout of an image illustrating 
examples of various plush critter heads that may be prac 
ticed with the present novelty neck pillow. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0024. The present invention is a novelty neck pillow 
having a compact Size and a U-shape useful as a child's 
plush-type toy and as a neck pillow for cradling the head and 
neck of a child user while Sitting in repose. Referring now 
to the drawings, the details of preferred embodiments of the 
present invention are graphically and Schematically illus 
trated. Like elements in the drawings are represented by like 
numbers, and any similar elements are represented by like 
numbers with a different lower case letter Suffix. 

0025. As shown in FIG. 1, the novelty pillow 10 is 
configured in a horseshoe or U-shape, for receiving and 
cradling the neck and head of a user. The novelty pillow 
comprises a pillow body 20 (see FIG. 2) configured in a 
U-shape with a critter head 100 affixed to a legend 31 of one 
of the legs 30. The U-shape pillow body 20 has two legs 30 
and a base 32. The two legs 30 join the base 32 and form a 
crotch 34 between them and where they join the base32. The 
crotch 34 is defined by the space between the legs 30 and the 
base 32 of the pillow body 20, and is the space where the 
neck of a user is received. The crotch 34 is configured to 
receive the neck of a user sufficiently closely to hold the 
pillow body 20 in position while the user is sitting in repose. 
The pillow body 20 has a cross-section with a length L that 
is substantially uniform around the U-shape of the pillow 
body 20 (see FIGS. 2 and 3) until proximate the ends 31 of 
the legs 30. It is intended that the novelty pillow 10 can rest 
on a user's shoulders, without draping down the front or 
back of the user's body. 
0026. As shown in FIG.3, the pillow body 20 comprises 
a casing 40 and fill material 60. In the embodiment shown, 
the fill material 60 is a fluent solid material such as poly 
Styrene beads. However, other man-made fill materials are 
intended for practice as fill material 60 in the present 
invention. The casing 40 has an exterior surface 42 that 
defines the exterior Surface of the pillow body 20. The 
interior Surface 44 of the casing 40 defines the lumen 48 of 
the pillow body 20. The lumen 48 is a single, continuous 
compartment without partition which contains a fill material 
60. When the lumen 48 is substantially filled with a fill 
material 60, the pillow body 20 has a relatively uniform 
cross section, as indicated by the length L shown in FIG. 3. 
0027. As exemplified in FIG. 2, the critter head 100 
(shown in phantom) can be attached to a closed leg end 31 
of the pillow body 20. In this configuration, the interior 
space 102 (see FIG. 8) of the critter head 100 is filled 
separately from the lumen 48 of the casing 40. This allows 
different fill materials 60 to be utilized to fill the separate 
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Spaces. For example, a plastic gas bladder can be utilized to 
fill the lumen 48 of the casing 40, while a polyester fiber can 
be used to fill the interior space 102 of the critter head 100. 
Alternatively, a critter head 100 can be attached to an open 
leg end 31 of the pillow body 20 (see FIG. 3), so that the 
lumen 48 of the pillow casing 40 communicates with the 
interior space 102 (see FIG. 8) of the critter head 100. This 
configuration can allow the two spaces 48 & 102 to be 
charged with fill materials 60 at the same time. The ordinary 
skilled artisan can Select which of these alternatives to 
practice in a specific embodiment of the present novelty 
pillow 10 based on the desired benefit to be derived from the 
embodiment. 

0028. As shown in FIG. 4A, the casing 40 is constructed 
of two horseshoe or U-shaped casing fabric members 46 of 
Substantially the same size. The casing fabric members 46 
preferably are constructed of Washable, woven or knitted 
material. Materials Suitable for practicing the fabric mem 
bers 46 of the casing 40 include man-made fibers, natural 
fibers, and combinations thereof, further including cottons, 
poly/cottons, fleeces, Wools, flannels, etc. Each casing fabric 
member 46 has a perimeter edge 50. The two fabric mem 
berS 46 contact each other and are Secured together by a 
seam 51 (See FIGS. 2 and 3) around their perimeter edges 
50. The seam 51 preferably is sewn together. However, other 
means for Securing the perimeter edges of the fabric mem 
bers 46 to form a seam 51 are known to and practicable by 
the ordinary skilled artisan, Such as heating or glueing. The 
lumen 48 of the casing 40 can be charged with fill material 
through an opening (not shown) along the line of the Seam 
51, and the opening Subsequently closed by Sewing or with 
a closure means (e.g., a Zipper). 
0029. In a preferred embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4B, 
one of the fabric casing members 46a had an opening or 
passage 52 through it. The opening 52 enabled access to the 
lumen 48 of the pillow body 20, after the casing 40 was 
constructed from the casing fabric members 46 & 46a. The 
opening 52 was Set into the fabric member 46a at a location 
away from its perimeter edge 50. The preferred opening 52 
was linear and located along a cord of the larger curve of the 
base portion of the U-shape ofthe fabric member 46a. In this 
preferred embodiment, the opening 52 was reversibly clo 
Seable. This feature permitted the user to adjust the firmneSS 
of the novelty pillow 10 by adding or removing fill material 
60 to or from the lumen 48 of the casing 40 through the 
casing opening 52. To accomplish this feature, the casing 
opening 52 further comprised a reversible closure device 54, 
which in the preferred embodiment of the figures was a 
Zipper. However, other closure devices 54 are known to and 
practicable by one of ordinary skill in the art, including 
button or Snap closures, hook-and-loop fasteners, laces, etc. 
Also in this preferred embodiment, the casing opening 52 
and the closure device 54 were are covered by a fly 56 (see 
FIG. 6). The fly 56 is preferably constructed of the same 
fabric or material as the casing fabric member 46a. 
0030 The lumen 48 of the pillow's casing 40 is a single, 
continuous interior compartment for containing the fill mate 
rial 60. Optionally, the lumen 48 can be continuous with the 
interior space 102 of the critter head 100. The single, 
continuous compartment nature of the lumen 48 allows a 
degree of malleability or sculpability of the novelty pillow 
10 when it contains a fluent fill material 60 such as poly 
styrene or plastic beads or air bubble(s). The fill material 60 
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can be any of a variety of fibrous or fluent Solid materials as 
noted above. It is preferable that the fill material 60 be 
biologically inert to reduce the opportunity for the growth of 
germs, molds, mildew, fungi or the like. Appropriate bio 
logically inert fill materials 60 can include polystyrene, 
polyester, nylon, and Similar man-made materials. Addition 
ally it is preferred that the fill material 60 be washable and 
replaceable by the user, or that the fill material 60 be 
washable in situ in the casing 40. This enables the novelty 
pillow 10 to be washable as a unit. Alternatively, the user 
may remove the fill material 60 from the casing 40 and wash 
the fill material 60 and the casing 40 separately. To facilitate 
removing and replacing the fill material 60, it may be 
Separately contained in a sack or bag (not shown). 
0031 FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate an example of how a 
casing fabric member 46a may be constructed from two 
fabric pattern pieces, one being the major pattern piece 62, 
and the other being the minor pattern piece 64. In the 
embodiment of a casing fabric member 46a shown in FIG. 
6, the minor pattern piece 64 provides for the fly 56 covering 
the casing opening 52 of the pillow body 20. However, by 
shifting the placement of the closure device 54, the major 
pattern piece 62 can be made to provide the fly 56, and the 
fly opening would face in the opposite direction from that 
shown in FIG. 1. A hook-and-loop type fastener such as 
VELCROTM may also be used as a closure device 54, 
especially where the fill material 60 is fibrous or is sepa 
rately contained in a bag or Sack as noted above. 
0032. In a preferred embodiment as shown in FIG. 4A, a 
casing member is constructed from a fleece-like material 
such as POLARFLEECETM. The casing member has an over 
all width W. The width W ranges from about twelve to 
twenty inches, depending on how large a potential croSS 
section length L is desired. The crotch space 34 of the fabric 
member 46 has an entrance O of about three to four inches. 
The base 32 portion of the fabric member 46 has a depth D 
ranging about five to nine inches. The depth D is Substan 
tially uniform around the curvature of the base 32 section of 
the fabric member 46 as shown in FIG. 4A. In a preferred 
embodiment, for children, the width W is about fifteen 
inches, the depth D is about Six inches and the entrance gap 
O is about three inches. In this embodiment, the seam 51 is 
Sewn on a Stitch line 66 about one quarter inch from the edge 
68 of the perimeter 50 of the fabric member 46. 
0033. As noted above, the critter head 100 may con 
Structed in any of a number of manners as known to and 
selectable by one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the 
teachings and figures contained herein. In a preferred 
embodiment exemplified in figures, the critter head 100 was 
a stylized dog head. Typically, the critter heads have a nape 
portion 104, a chin portion 108 and a face portion 112 (see 
FIGS. 1, 7 and 8). These portions may be comprised of one 
or more pieces and are Sewn together to form the critter head 
100. In the preferred embodiment shown, the critter head 
100 was first stuffed with a fill material (see FIG. 8) and then 
sewn to the leg end 31 of the casing 40. Ancillary head 
features such as ears 120, eyes 122, mouth 124 and nose 126 
may be included on the critter head 100 to improve the 
characterization ofthe particular animal Stylized. Addition 
ally, the manner of accomplishing these features should take 
into account the age of the user. More Specifically, these 
features should be accomplished on embodiments intended 
for young children in an appropriately Safe manner. The 
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other leg end 31 of the casing 40 optionally may be used to 
mount a stylized appendage 150 of the Subject critter, e.g., 
a tail as shown in FIG. 1. 

0034. As shown in FIG. 9, it is intended that the present 
novelty pillow 10 be practiced utilizing a variety of plush 
critter heads 100. The novelty pillow 10 embodiments 
illustrated in FIG. 9 include (left to right) a dog, a seal a 
panda bear, a monkey and a pig. 
0.035 While the above description contains many specif 
ics, these should not be construed as limitations on the Scope 
of the invention, but rather as exemplifications of one or 
another preferred embodiment thereof. Many other variation 
are possible, which would be obvious to one skilled in the 
art. Accordingly, the Scope of the invention should be 
determined by the Scope of the appended claims and their 
equivalents, and not just by the embodiments. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A novelty pillow for cradling the neck and head of a 
user comprising: a pillow body containing a fill material, and 
configured in a U-shape and having a Substantially uniform 
croSS Section around the U-shape of the body, the U-shape 
having a crotch formed by the joining of two legs, config 
ured to receive the neck of a user sufficiently closely to hold 
the pillow body in position, and the legs each having a leg 
end; and a critter head affixed to one of the leg ends. 

2. The novelty pillow of claim 1, wherein the pillow body 
further comprises a casing defining an exterior Surface and 
an interior Surface of the pillow body, and a lumen defined 
by the interior surface of the pillow body, the lumen being 
a single, continuous interior compartment. 

3. The pillow body of claim 2, wherein the casing 
comprises two horseshoe-shaped fabric members, Substan 
tially Similar in size and shape, with each member having a 
perimeter edge. 

4. The casing of claim 3, wherein one of the horseshoe 
shaped members has a closeable opening removed from the 
perimeter edge of the member. 

5. The casing of claim 4, wherein one of the members has 
a closeable opening removed from the perimeter edge of the 
member, which opening is closeable by a means Selected 
from the group consisting of a Zipper, buttons or SnapS, 
hook-and-loop fasteners, laces, or Sewing. 

6. The novelty pillow of claim 2, wherein the pillow body 
further comprises the lumen ofthe casing being a Single, 
continuous interior compartment filled with a fill material to 
provide the Substantially uniform croSS Section around the 
U-shape of the pillow body. 

7. The novelty pillow of claim 2, wherein the pillow body 
further comprises the lumen ofthe casing being a Single, 
continuous interior compartment filled with a biologically 
inert fill material. 

8. The novelty pillow of claim 2, wherein the pillow body 
further comprises a casing that is washable. 

9. The pillow body of claim 3, wherein the casing further 
comprises a horseshoe-shaped top member, and a Substan 
tially-Similarly sized and shaped bottom member, each 
member having a perimeter edge, the two fabric members 
being connected to each other by means of a Seam around 
their perimeter edges. 
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10. The casing of claim 3, wherein one of the members 
has a closeable opening removed from the perimeter edge of 
the fabric member, the opening being covered by a fly. 

11. The casing of claim 3, wherein one of the fabric 
members has a closeable opening removed from the perim 
eter edge ofthe member, the opening located on the member 
along a chord removed from the perimeter edge of the fabric 
member in the crotch section of the U-shaped fabric mem 
ber. 

12. The novelty pillow of claim 2, wherein the pillow 
body further comprises a casing constructed with a material 
Selected from the group consisting of woven fabrics, knitted 
fabrics, and fleece-like materials. 

13. The pillow body of claim 7, further comprising the 
lumen of the casing being filled with a biologically inert fill 
material that is a man-made material. 

14. The pillow body of claim 7, further comprising the 
lumen of the casing being filled with a biologically inert fill 
material that is a man-made material Selected from the group 
consisting of polystyrene, polyester, nylon and plastic. 

15. The novelty pillow of claim 1, wherein the pillow 
body is washable. 

16. The novelty pillow of claim 1, further comprising a 
pillow covering for containing the pillow body. 

17. The critter head of claim 1, wherein the critter head 
further comprises a nape portion, a chin portion and a face 
portion containing head features Such as ears, eyes mouth 
and nose. 

18. (canceled) 
19. The critter head of claim 17, wherein the critter head 

comprises a interior compartment filled with a fill material 
to provide an appropriate head Shape of the critter head. 

20. The novelty pillow of claim 1, wherein the critter head 
comprises a interior compartment in communication with a 
lumen of the pillow body. 

21. A novelty pillow for cradling the neck and head of a 
user comprising: 

a pillow body, the pillow body having a casing defining an 
exterior Surface and an interior Surface of the pillow 
body; 

a lumen defined by the interior surface of the pillow body, 
the lumen being a single continuous interior compart 
ment ofthe pillow body and containing a fill material, 
and the pillow body configured in a U-shape and 
having a Substantially uniform croSS Section around the 
U-shape of the body, the U-shape having a crotch 
formed by the joining of two legs, and configured to 
receive the neck of a user sufficiently closely to hold the 
pillow body in position and the legs each having a leg 
end; and 

a critter head affixed to one of the legends, the critter head 
having a interior compartment in communication with 
the lumen of the pillow body, the interior compartment 
filled with the fill material to provide an appropriate 
head shape of the critter head. 

k k k k k 


