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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti 
Var of Geranium plant, botanically known as Geranium 
cinereum, and hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name 
Carol. 

The new Geranium originated from a croSS-pollination of 
two unidentified Selections of Geranium cinereum, not pat 
ented. The new Geranium was discovered by the Inventor in 
1994 in Newport, England. Plants of the new Geranium 
differ primarily from plants of the unidentified parental 
Selections in flower color. 

ASexual reproduction of the new cultivar by divisions in 
Newport, England since 1997, has shown that the unique 
features of this new Geranium are Stable and reproduced true 
to type in Successive generations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Plants of the cultivar Carol have not been observed under 
all possible environmental and cultural conditions. The 
phenotype may vary Somewhat with variations in environ 
ment Such as temperature, light intensity, daylength, irriga 
tion amount and frequency, and/or fertilizer rate without, 
however, any variance in genotype. 

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 
are determined to be the unique characteristics of Carol. 
These characteristics in combination distinguish Carol as a 
new and distinct cultivar: 

1. Compact plant habit. 
2. Numerous purple-colored flowers. 
3. Long flowering period. 
In Side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in 

Newport, England, plants of the new Geranium are more 
floriferous and flower for a longer period of time than plants 
of the Geranium cinereum cultivar Ballerina, not patented. 
In addition, plants of the new Geranium have purple-colored 
flowers whereas plants of the cultivar Ballerina have light 
pink-colored flowers. 

In Side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in 
Newport, England, plants of the new Geranium are more 

compact and have Smaller flowers than plants of an uniden 
tified Selection of Geranium psiloStemon, not patented. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the 
overall appearance of the new Geranium, showing the colors 
as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored 
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may 
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed 
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of 
the new Geranium. 

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per 
Spective view of a typical one-year old flowering plant of 

15 Carol grown in the outdoor landscape. 
The photograph at the top of the Second sheet is a close-up 

view of a typical open flower of Carol. 
The photograph at the bottom of the Second sheet is a 

20 close-up view of typical leaves of Carol. 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 

In the following description, color references are made to 
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where 
general terms of ordinary dictionary Significance are used. 
Plants used for the following description were about one 
year old and grown under outdoor field conditions which 
closely approximate commercial production conditions dur 
ing the Spring and Summer in Lisserbroek, The Netherlands. 
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Botanical classification: Geranium cinereum cultivar Carol. 
Parentage: CrOSS-pollination of two unidentified Selections 

of Geranium cinereum, not patented. 
Propagation: 

Type cutting. By divisions. 
Time to initiate roots. About 20 days at 18 C. 
Root description.- Thick, somewhat fleshy, brown in 

color. 
Plant description: 

Form.-Perennial flowering plant, spreading, mounded 
and prostrate growth habit. Compact plant habit; 
appropriate for 1.7 to 2-liter containers. 
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Crop time. After rooting, about 20 to 30 weeks are 
required to produce finished flowering plants in 
17-cm containers. 

Plant height. About 10 to 15 cm. 
Plant diameter:- About 25 cm. 
Vigor:- Moderately vigorous. 
Lateral branch description. Number per plant: About 

4. Length: About 12 cm. Diameter: About 2.5 mm. 
Internode length: About 4 cm. Texture, upper and 
lower Surfaces: Densely tomentose. Color: Upper 
Surface: 178A to 176A. Lower Surface: 144A. 

Stipule description.-Quantity: Two stipules per inter 
node. Length: About 4 mm. Width: About 2 mm. 
Shape: Lanceolate. Texture: Pubescent. Color: 137A 
to 137B. 

Foliage description.-Leaves opposite, Simple, gener 
ally Symmetrical, and long-persisting. Quantity per 
lateral branch: About 6. Length: About 3 cm. Width: 
About 3 cm. Shape: Palmately lobed. Apex: Acute. 
Base: Sagittate. Margin: Deeply Serrate to incised. 
Texture, upper and lower Surfaces: Densely tomen 
toSe; hairs short, less than 0.1 mm in length. Venation 
pattern: Palmate. Petiole: Length: About 3 to 5 cm. 
Diameter: About 1 mm. Color: Young foliage, upper 
surface: 137A. Young foliage, lower surface: 138A 
to 138B. Mature foliage, upper surface: 137A. 
Mature foliage, lower surface: 138A. Venation, 
upper surface: 137A. Venation, lower Surface: 138A. 
Petiole: 143A to 143B. 

Flower description: 
Appearance.-Single rounded cupped to almost flat 

flowers with five petals with usually two per lateral 
stem. Flowers not persistent. 

Quantity of flowers. About 10 flowers per lateral 
Stem. 

Natural flowering SeaSOn-Long flowering period, 
Summer through fall in the Netherlands; flowering 
continuous. 

Fragrance. None detected. 
Flower longevity. About 4 days. 
Flower size.-Depth: About 8 mm. Diameter: About 3 
C. 
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Flower buds (about five days before opening).- 
Length: About 6 mm. Diameter: About 5 mm. Shape: 
Ovoid. Color: 141A. 

Petals.-Length: About 1.8 cm. Width: About 1.4 cm. 
Shape: Broadly obovate. Apex: Rounded to retuse. 
Base: Attenuate. Margin: Entire. Texture: Somewhat 
rugose; dull. Color: When opening, upper Surface: 
78A. When opening, lower surface: 78B. Fully 
opened, upper Surface: 74B to 78A, interveinal areas 
towards petal base, close to 155D, veins and base, 
close to 79A. Fully opened, lower surface: 74B to 
78B. 

Sepals.-Quantity: Five. Calyx height: About 6 mm. 
Calyx diameter (widest point): About 1.5 cm. Calyx 
shape: Rotate, Slightly cupped. Sepal shape: Ovate to 
elliptic; apex, mucronate; margin, entire. Texture: 
Upper Surface: Smooth. Lower Surface and margins: 
Densely tomentose. Color: Upper surface: 141B. 
Lower Surface: 141A. 

Peduncle.-Length: About 2.8 cm. Angle: Erect to 
about 25 from vertical. Strength: Strong. Color: 
144A. 

Reproductive Organs.-Stamens: Quantity: Ten. Anther 
shape: Reniform; dorsifixed. Anther length: About 2 
mm. Anther color: Close to 202A. Pollen amount: 
Moderate. Pollen color: Green brown. Pistils: Quan 
tity: Ten. Pistill length: About 3.5 mm. Style length: 
About 3.2 mm. Style color: Close to 71B. Stigma 
color: 71B. Ovary color: 144C to 145A. 

Seed description.-Seed development has not been 
observed. 

Disease resistance: Plants of the new Geranium have not 
been noted to be resistant to pathogens common to 
Geranium. 

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Geranium are 
tolerant to temperatures from 15 to 40 C. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Geranium plant named 

'Carol, as illustrated and described. 
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