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This invention relates to improved packages 
provided with tearing strips and is particularly 
designed for packages of cigarettes. One object 
of the invention is to provide an improved pack 
age of this character in which the tearing strip 
may be so arranged as to remove the entire top 
of the package to render the contents accessible. 
Another object is to provide a package of this 
character which may be produced, economically 

1940, Serial No. 317,055 

1965,524 dated July 3, 1934, so that one end 12 
extends outwardly beyond the adjacent margin 
of the Wrapper. This tearing Strip is Spaced in 
wardly from the edge of the wrapper a distance 
slightly more than the folding margin which is to 
be allowed for folding the edges of the wrapper 
down against the article. 
The article is then brought into contact with 

the Wrapper with one of its sides against the 
and simply by the use of automatic machinery. 10 middle portion of the wrapper, and the wrapper 
Additional objects will appear from the follow- is folded over upon the faces of the article as 
ing description and claims. . . w shown in Fig. 1. The bottom and top of the 

Referring to the drawing: article are thus left exposed and the next oper 
Fig. 1 is a perspective detail of an article par- ation is to cover them. Atuck 3 is first formed 

tially wrapped in accordance with my invention; lis and then overlapping folds 4, this leaving a 
FigS. 2, 3 and 4 are similar views at later 

stages; and 
Fig. 5 is a perspective detail of the completed 

package standing upright, that is to say upon 
that surface at the left in Fig. 4. 
. The characteristics of the package itself can 
best be understood from a consideration of the 
method by which it is made. In considering the 
drawing it is of importance to keep clearly in . 
mind the different surfaces of the package, as 
the Wrapper is applied to the article in an un 
Conventional way. The bottom and top of the 
package will in the following description refer 
to the Surfaces which occupy these positions in 
the completely wrapped article rather than to 
the Surfaces which may happen to be at the top 
Or bottom during the wrapping. The invention 
is particularly adaptable for cigarette packages 
and in the following description this type of 
package will be taken into consideration. 

Cigarettes are commonly wrapped in an inner 
foil wrapper covered with a cup or pouch and 
then finally wrapped in a moisture proof, sealed 
wrapper of some transparent cellulose com 
pound. The cigarettes extend lengthwise from 
the bottom to the top of the package and in use 
the cellulose wrapper is desirably torn complete 
ly off from the top of the package, exposing the 
foil wrapper so that one corner thereof may be 
torn away to uncover the ends of the cigarettes 
within it. In the following description the side 
Surfaces of the package will be referred to as 
faces and the narrow surfaces extending between 
the top and the bottom will be referred to as 
sides. With this nomenclature in mind, the fol 
lowing disclosure of the method should be readily 
understandable. 
A tearing strip f is secured to a wrapper of 

Somie transparent cellulose compound, preferably 
in the manner described in the Melhorn Patent." 
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tubular extension of the wrapper extending be 
yond the second side 6 as shown in Fig. 2. 
The novelty resides in the treatment of the 

wrapper from this point on. The tubular wrap 
per extension is first formed with a tuck 
against the second side 6 of the article and the 
overlapping flaps 8 and 9 are then formed in 
such a manner as to produce a composite flap. 
20 adjacent the top of the package. It should 
be noted that with the folding down of these 
overlapping, flaps the end 2 of the tearing strip. 
is brought down against the second side of the 
article and is preferably caused to extend slight 
ly beyond it so that it may be grasped easily. 
This procedure differs from the usual manner of 
handling packages of this type in that the com 
posite flap 20 is formed last, whereas in the 
standard wrapping method a tuck similar to the 
tuck 7 would have been formed prior to the 
folding down of the overlapping flaps. By this 
use of the composite flap, however, it is possible 
to preserve the entire length of the tearing strip 
free from more than one covering thickness of 
the wrapper. For this purpose, instead of fold 
ing the composite flap 20 down upon the second 
side of the wrapper it is folded over upon the top 
as will be best seen in Fig. 5. In this latter 
figure the article has been turned over from the 
position shown in Fig. 4 so that it rests on the 
article bottom which was at the left in that 
figure. It will be understood that all overlapping 
flaps are preferably secured together either by 
some sealing liquid or by the action of heat, and 
that the tearing strip is preferably adhesively 
secured to the inside of the package either in 
spots or throughout its length. 
By reason of the construction described, the 

tearing strip lies adjacent the top of the package 
under one thickness only of the wrapper ma-. 
terial. Being secured adhesively to the inner. 
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surface of the material it can very readily be 
pulled off, causing the entire top of the package. 
to be removed. Were the composite flap 20 to 
be omitted and the second side of the package 
formed in the usual way, it would not be possible : 
to preserve this single thickness. It may be 
noted that to facilitate tearing, slits 2 are pref 
erably formed in the wrapper adjacent the end 
2 of the tearing strip. 
What I claim is: . 
1. A package comprising a prismatic article 

having a top designed to be exposed, a wrapper 
passing around One side and adjacent faces. Of 
the article, 'tucked from said side against the 
bottom and the top, and extending from said 
faces in Overlapping folds upon the bottom and 
the top, the Wrapper at the Second side of the 
article having a tuck extending from the bottom 
against the second side and overlapping folds ex 
tending from the faces upon the second side, and 
a composite flap formed of said last-named over 
lapping folds and of those overlapping folds ex 
tending beyond the top, said composite flap lying 
upon the top of the package and being secured 
to the Overlapping folds thereon, and a tearing 
Strip extending around the article within the 
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Wrapper adjacent the top thereof and extending 
Outwardly between the overlapping folds at the 
Second side adjacent said composite flap. 

2. A package comprising a prismatic article 
having a top designed to be exposed, a wrapper 
passing around One side and adjacent faces of . 
the article, tucked from said side against the 
bottom and the top, and extending from said 
faces in Overlapping folds upon the bottom and 
the top, the wrapper at the second side of the 
article having a tuck extending from the bottom 
against the second side and overlapping folds 
extending from the faces upon the second side, 
and a composite flap formed of said last-named 
overlapping folds and of those overlapping folds. 
extending beyond the top, said composite flap 
lying upon the top of the package and being Se 
cured to the overlapping folds thereon, and a 
tearing strip extending around the article within 
the Wrapper adjacent the top thereof and ex 
tending outwardly between the overlapping folds 
at the second side adjacent said composite flap, 
all said overlapping flaps being sealed together 
and the tearing strip being sealed to the inside 
Surface of the wrapper. 

JOHN R. T.INDAL. 


