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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that we, HARRY F. LESEMAN 

and FREDERICK LESEMAN, citizens of the 
United States of America, residing at Mill 
Vale, in the county of Allegheny and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Milk-Can Locks, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in milk-can locks, and 
has for its object to provide a lock the mech 
anism of which will be entirely contained 
within the lid of the can, which will serve to 
prevent the injury of the lock during ship 
ment. 
The invention consists, briefly, in the shell 

or casing which incloses a circular disk or 
wheel provided with circumferential flanges, 
which are engaged by rack-arms which form 
the locking-bars, the said disk or wheel hav 
ing a Stud protruding through the casing to 
receive the key for operating the wheel and 
engaging or disengaging the rack-arms; and 
the invention finally consists in the novel 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts to be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 
In describing the invention in detail ref 

erence is had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this specification, and 
Wherein like letters of reference indicate simi 
lar parts throughout the several views, in 
which Figure 1 is a side view of a portion of a 
milk-can with the lid in its position. Fig. 2 is 
a side view of the lid, showing position of the 
lock in dotted lines and the end of one of the 
rack-arms Orlocking-bars protruding through 
the lid. Fig. 3 is an underneath view of the 
lock with the lower plate of the casing re 
moved. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the lower 
plate of the casing. Fig. 5 is a central sec 
tional view of the lock. Fig. 6 is a side view 
of the same. Fig. 7 is a side view of one of 
the rack-arms or locking-bars. Fig. 8 is a 
side elevation of the key. Fig. 9 is an end 
View of the same. 

Referring now to the drawings by refer 

ence-letters, a indicates the can-lid, withill 
which and in the upper portion of the same 
is secured the casing containing the locking 
mechanism, the lower plate b of said casing 
being provided with ridges c, which form 
guides for the locking-bars d, having a rack 
portion d', which is engaged by the circum 
ferential flanges e, formed on the underneath 
face of the disk or wheeff, which is suitably 
journaled in the plate b and is provided with 
an upwardly-extending studg, which may be 
of any peculiar shape desired in order to con 
form with the shankh of the key. The outer 
ends of the locking-bars d protrude through 
the rim of the casing, said locking-bars be 
ing operated through the connection with the 
circumferential flanges as the disk or wheel 
is operated to draw the locking-bars within 
the casing or force the same outwardly to en 
gage in the annular beadl, formed in the rim 
of the can. The upper plate n has formed in 
tegral there with a series of radially-projecting 
flanges m, the inner ends of which are concen 
tric with the center of the plate. Said flanges 
?n', serving to retain the wheel or disk on a 
concentric position in relation to the plate in 
of the casing, are held intact with the remain 
der by means of bolts in, passing through the 
upper and lower plate and through bushings 
or collars O, provided between the two plates. 

It will be observed that as the disk or 
wheelf is operated by means of the key so 
as to withdraw the locking-arms the inner 
end of these arms will be drawn into engage 
ment with the bushing p on the disk when 
the Outer ends of the arms have been drawn 
within the casing, at which time the lid may 
be readily removed from the can. The re 
verse movement being given to the wheel will 
cause the circumferential flanges e to force 
the locking-bars d outwardly into engage 
ment with the bead provided therefor on the 
neck of the can. 

It will be noted that various changes may 
be made in the details of construction with 
out departing from the general spirit of our 
invention. 

Havingfully described our invention, what 
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
As a new article of manufacture, a lock. 
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adapted to be secured in the top of a milk 
can, said lock comprising a top circular plate, 
a bottom plate having a number of ribs on 
the upper face thereof, said ribs being ar 
ranged in pairs, the members of a pair being 
parallel producing a radial channel, bushings 
arranged between said top and bottom plates, 
bolts run through said bushings holding the 
plates thereagainst, a disk having a spindle 
projecting centrally from each side thereof, 
the ends of said spindles being mounted in 
central openings in the plates whereby the 
disk is inclosed by said plates, an end of one 
of Said spindles being adapted to be engaged 
by a key, a boss formed on the lower side of 
said disk around the spindle, and a spiral 

flange of less height than the boss surround 
ing the same, bolts having notches formed in 
their upper faces near their inner ends to be 
engaged by the spiral flange, said bolts being 
slidably fitted in the radial channels, the in 
ner movement thereof being limited by the 
boss, and a rim secured around the plates 
having apertures therein for the passage of 
the bolts, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signal 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
HARRY F. LESEMAN. 
FREDERICIK. LESEMAN. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN NOLAND, 
GEO. IB. PARKER 
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