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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SILAs H. HARTWELL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Nova, in the county of Summers, State of 
West Virginia, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Railroad-Cross 
ing Gates; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to railroads and has 

special reference to a gate designed to be 
positioned at crossing points to prevent cat 
tle from straying on the track. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

an improved construction of presser bar and 
link and spring support therefor which will 
prevent too great wear upon the springs. 
With this object in view the invention 

consists in general of a presser bar connected 
to the rail supports and extending in juxta 
position to one of the rails, the connection 
between the presser bar and rail supports 
being by means of normally inclined links 
and springs mounted on the rail supports 
parallel to said links. 
The invention further consists in certain 

novel details of construction and combina 
tions of parts hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and specifically set forth in the claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, like char 
acters of reference indicate like parts in the 
several views, and Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a presser bar supported in this man 
ner showing means for connecting the same 
to a gate designed to be swung across the 
track. Fig. 2 is an end view of a portion of 
a track showing the presser bar and gate. 
The gate is indicated in general by the 

reference character A and the connecting 
mechanism by the reference character B. 
At 10 are shown the ties of a railroad 

track which support the rails 11. Secured 
to the ties are certain brackets 12 whereto 
are connected links 13 which have their free 
ends connected to a presser bar 14. These 

links are all normally inclined and all slant 
in the same direction as can be clearly seen 
by reference to Fig. 1. Mounted on the ties 
10 are also certain springs 15 which are so 
arranged as to be parallel to the links 13. 
The free ends of these springs are held be 
neath the under side of the presser bar 14 
and this presser bar is so positioned relative 
to one of the rails 11 that as a train passes 
along the track the presser bar will be de 
pressed and the gate A actuated through 
the mechanism B. 

It is to be observed that by reason of the 
peculiar connection and arrangement of the 
links, spring, and presser bar, the depression 
of the latter will cause the springs and links 
to move down in parallel relation so that the 
free ends of the springs which bear beneath 
the presser bar will have little or no move 
ment along the bar. By this means the wear 
due to the rubbing of the springs along the 
bar is obviated and the life of the springs 
extended. 
There has thus been provided a simple and 

efficient device of the kind described and for 
the purpose specified. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new, is:- 
In a device of the kind described, a rail 

road track including rail supports and a pair 
of rails supported thereon, a presser bar ex 
tending in juxtaposition to one of the rails, 
brackets mounted on the rail supports and 
rigidly held beneath said presser bar, nor 
mally inclined links connecting said brack 
ets and presser bar, and leaf springs fixed 
to said rail supports and bearing against 
the under side of the presser bar, said springs 
being parallel to the links whereby when the 
presser bar is depressed the free ends of the 
springs will have slight movement along 
said presser bar. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
SILAS H. HARTWELL. 

Witnesses: 
J. B. F. GRIMMETT, 
GEO. W. STENNET. 
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