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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK ARMSTRONG, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN ELASTIC ADJUSTING-STRAPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No.

176,263, dated April 18, 1876 ; application filed

February 21, 1876. '

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, FRANK ARMSTRONG, of

~ Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of Con-

necticut, have invented an Improved Elastic
for Vests and Pantaloons; and I do hereby
declare that the-following is such a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, having refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings and let-
ters of reference thereon, forming. a part of
my specification, as will enable any person
skilled i the art to construct the same.

The object of my invention is to furnish the
means for tightening a vest or pantaloons in
order to secure a proper fit, but at the same
time relicve the garment from undue strain.

In the drawing, Figure1l is a plan view of
my improved elastic for vests. Tig. 2 is .an
enlarged view of one: of the wire coils of the |
elastic, and shows the mode of attaching the
Luckle and loop to the coils. Fig.3 shows the |
buckle and the loop. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal
vertical section-of a part of Fig. 1, and Fig.
b a transverse section in the line z x of Fig, 1.

In Fig. 3, A indicates a metallic buckle,
and B a metallic loop, which are seen in Fig.
1 applied to a series of wire coils, C. For the
purpose of connecting. the buckle and loop
with said coils, they are constructed with
shanks d, having their ends bent over so as to
formn hooks d’. ‘These shanks are of such
length as to enter a proper distance within
the coils in the act of attachment thereto, and
so take hold of the coils some distance from
their ends, thus avoiding a liability of the
coils becoming drawn off or separated from
the hooks when the former are under severe
strain.

In Fig. 2T have shown one of the shanks
d, having its hook d' passed over a ring or
section, e, of the coil G, such section or ring of
the coil C having been flattened down by a
blow with any proper instrument, which act

at the same time presses the hook d’ down

over the wire and thus securely holds it; or
the wire may be first pressed down to the con-
dition shown in Fig. 2, after which the hook
d’ may be passed over the wire at ¢, without
the hook itself being pressed down upon the
wire. In this manner each of the shanks of
the buckle .and the loop are secured to the
several coils C, after which strips of thin
metal, forming caps I, are applied, so as to sar-
round the coils C at their ends, as shown in
Fig. 1, and thus make a proper finish for the
elastie. - .

The elastic is to be permanently attached
or sewed to the back of a vest or pantaloons
by the loop B, and a bueckle-strap of cloth
being also provided in the usnal way to en-
gage with the buckle A, orby two buckles
and straps, so that it can be changed from one
garment to another. The elastic may be
strained more or less, to effect the proper ad-
justment of the garment, without liability of
injury either to the garment or the elastic
under the articulations of the body. Stay-
cords (shown in dotted lines-in Fig. 1) may
be passed through the coils, in the usual man-
ner, to prevent the over-stretch of the coils,

Having thus described my-invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— 4

As a new article of manufacture, the elastic
adjusting-strap for garments, consisting of the
buckle A and loop B, provided, respectively,
with shanks d and hooks &, and the wire coils
O, fastened to the hooks, as herein described
and shown.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereunto sef my hand in presence of
two witnesses. :

FRANK ARMSTRONG.
Witnesses : '
H. E. BOwSER,
HENRY RoTH.




