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To all whon, it mally concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRYBURNHAMMEAD, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Scotland, in the county of Wind 
ham and State of Connecticut, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Re 
bounding Toy Balloons, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 

Heretofore toy or gas balloons have had 
only a very limited use owing to the diffi 
culty experienced in inflating and at the same 
time securely closing the mouth of the bal 
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loon, it being almost beyond the power of one 
person, much less of a child, to accomplish 
this alone; also, being held in the hand only 
by a common string or slender stick they 
could in this way be made to furnish only a 
very limited amount of pleasure to the child. 
The nature of my improvement consists, 

first, in providing and combining with the or 
dinary toy or gas balloon and the inflating 
tube an elastic cord or band for automatic 
ally closing the mouth of the balloon when 
inflated, so that any child can readily inflate 
and securely close the mouth of the balloon, 
and also release the air orgas at pleasure with 
out injury to the balloon; second, also in pro 
viding and combining with an ordinary toy 
balloon having a string or elastic cord at 
tached for a handle an elastic cord for clos 
ing the mouth of the balloon when inflated, 
so that any child can readily inflate and pre 
pare his balloon without assistance and use 
it either to carry or rebound at pleasure, be 
ing able to inflate or collapse the balloon 
without difficulty. 
As forming a part of this specification, Fig 

ure 1 is a side view of an ordinary rubber toy 
balloon with its neck drawn upon the end of 
any small tube or pipe and fastened. With an 
elastic cord wound tightly about the neck, 
having also an elastic cord inserted in the 
tube and extending into the balloon ready 
for inflation. Fig. 2 is the same with this dif 
ference: The rubber cord is fastened tightly 
around the neck of the balloon instead of be 
ing inserted in the tube ready also for infla 
tion. Fig. 3 is a side view of the balloon in 
flated and slipped from the tube and at 
tached to the extended rubber or elastic cord 
ready for use. Fig. 4 is a side view of the 

same when held in the hand and operating 
as a rebounding toy balloon, illustrating my 
improvement as completed. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 

In Fig. 1, A is an ordinary uninflated rub 
ber toy balloon with the mouth drawn over 
the end of any small tube or pipe at C, around 
which at C an elastic cord or band is tightly 
wound and fastened. 
B is a rubber or elastic cord inserted in 

the tube or pipe and extending through it 
into the balloon, which now may be inflated 
by blowing through the tube or by forcing in 
gas. After inflation the rubber cord or band 
at C easily permits the balloon to be slipped 
from the tube, and it is left inflated, as in 
Fig. 3, ready for use. 
Any ordinary string may be used for clos 

ing the mouth of the balloon at Cafter infla 
tion and not interfere with its use as a re 
bounding balloon; but this would interfere 
with releasing the air or gas without injury 
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to the balloon and so interfere with its re 
peated use in the same Way. 
In Fig. 2 the balloon A is made ready for 

inflation, as in Fig. 1, with this difference, 
that the elastic cord B is fastened around or 
to the outside of the neck of the balloon in 
stead of being within it. Either way is equally 
possible and included in my invention; but 
the method in Fig. 1 is preferred as less liable 
to wear the rubber cord to the point of 
breaking. 
In Fig. 4 the free end of the elastic cord is 

held in the hand or attached to any finger 
with or without a ring, and when thus held a 
slight easy motion of the hand sends the bal 
loon rapidly rebounding from the hand to the 
utmost stretch of the elastic cord and in any 
desired direction, furnishing thus by its va 
ried rapid flashing motions a complete and 
entirely new toy of tenfold the worth and 
amusement of the ordinary toy balloon. 
Ido not limit myself to any length, strength, 

or kind of elastic cord or to any size or form 
or kind of toy balloon or to any method of 
applying or attaching the rubber or elastic 
cord to the balloon, but reserve the right to 
make such modifications and changes of 
method as fairly fall within the scope of my 
invention. 

9o 

95 

OO 

  



O 

600,967 

IIaving described my invention and the prevent the expansion of said neck for the re- 20 
manner in which the same is or may be car 
lied into effect, what I claim, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination of a toy or gas balloon, 
a tube for its inflation, and an elastic cord 
Wound around the neck of the balloon under 
a tension sufficient to automatically and Se 
curely seal or close the mouth of the balloon 
upon the withdrawal of the tube but insuffi 
cient to prevent the expansion of said neck 
for the reinsertion of the tube. 

2. The combination with a toy or gas bal 
loon having a cord attached as a handle, of 
an inflating-tube, and an elastic band or cord 
alround the neck of said balloon under a ten 
sion sufficient to automatically and securely 
seal or close the mouth of the balloon upon 
the withdrawal of the tube but insufficient to 

insertion of the tube. 
3. The combination of an inflatable bag 

having an elastic cord around its neck under 
a tension sufficient to automatically and Se 
curely seal or close the mouth thereof but in 
sufficient to prevent the expansion of said 
neck for the insertion of an inflating-tube, 
and a cord for a handle which is partly in 
serted into the bag and securely held therein 
by a retaining-knot when the inflating-tube 
is withdrawn. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
IIENRY BURNIIAMI MIEAD. 

Witnesses: 
DANL. T. BROMILEY, 
JOHN B. BACON. 
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