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Be it known that I, FRED Hu. MAN NY, a · 
citizen of the United States, 1residing at 
Benton Harbor, in , the county of i3el'rien 
and State of Michigan, h:a.we imwented cer 
taim new and useful imprOwements in Ac 
count-Trays, of which the following is a 
Specification. ~ 
My present invention lh:us for itS Object 

the imprOwement, and perfecting of an 'ac 
count ti'ay which constitutes the subject m:at 
te1' of a pending application for patent Of 
·Walte]'. H. Hanna filed M[:an'ch 6, 1916, Serial 
No. 82.29T, ?und which is designed t() be 
used as a permanent holder' fo1' :t group Of 
:account sheetS Such as 'a1'e used in account 
ing and bookkeeping systems to fo1'Ill a 
ledge' or Other account l'eCOI'd, the uccOunt 
t1":ay being designed to se1'we in itself :us a 
Substitute for the ordinary loOSe leaf binder, 
and a posting tI'ay commOnly used tO_hold 
sheets l'elmowed from the bin(ler' :und placed, 
thereOn in convenient positiOn for use in 
connection with an adding and listing lana 
chine such as is commOnly used fol' pOsting 
items On the SheetS. 
To the end in 'wieW i have designed and 

imwented the meW? and impl'Owed account 
tray hereimafter mO]'e fully described and 
illustrated in the accompanying draWings 
forming part of this application, and which 
embodies warious features of nOwelty and utility. 
One feature of my present invention re 

lates to a, bail or handle adjustable to diff 
ferent positions to Support the front platé 
of the tray in different angular positions; 
another feature relates to the hinging Of the 
back plate to the follower ; and other fea 
tures relate to mechanical changes in_design 
and arrangement facilitating aSSemblage of 
partS, means for preventing lea.WeS frOm aC 
cidentally sliding under the forward plate, 
and a coloring Of the SideS Of the tray de 
signed to lighten it at the bottom So that 
matter on the lower part of the SheetS can 
be easily read. The eSSential features of 
|nowelty of my imwention. Will be more par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan wieW 

of my new account tray ; Fig. 2, is a longi 
tudimal vertical section on the line2-2 of 
Fig.1; Fig. 8 is a transverse wertical section 
on the line 8-8 of Fig. 4, partly broken 
away to show certain details of construc 
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tiOn; it'ig.4 is a partial longitudinal wertical 
section, WieWed in the Same direction as in 
H'ig. 2 but With the Supporting plates spread 
ap:art to Support the entry sheets in work 
ing pOSition ; H'ig. ? is a wertical section on 
the line 5-? of ifig. 2, certain parts being 
bt'oken a Way to show other parts beyond; 
Fig. 6 is :u bottOm plan wieW Of the follower 
gripping lamechanism and lfig. '' is a wertical 
C']'OSS. Section. On the line ?-7 of Fig. 6, 
shOW|ing in detail certain parts of the fol 
lower gripping mechainislm and the carriage 
slides. 
The Same lette]]'s Of reference indicate 

the Saume partS in aull the figures of the draW 
llag. ? 

'iihe body.1 of l}ly new and improved ac 
COunt t1'ay is fo1'Ined :ts :u rectangular box 
()f sheet llnetal. :umd aut the front and rear 
ends the met:al is_sha1'ply cupped inwardly 
:uS ShOWn in the dI'aWings to form handles 
2-2. A rectangula1', cOwer 8 is provided, 
formed to interlock_along the rear meeting 
edge:S,. With the body 1, and this c0wer" is 
equipped With * a lo(*k. 4, the bolt of which 
coóperates. With a keeper' 4* arranged just 
abOWe_tlne handle 2 at the front of the box, 
in Order to enable the account sheets to be 
locked up when not in use. Disks of felt, 
are Secured to the bottom of the tray to 
serwe as feet and prevent injury to any sur 
face upOn.Which it may be placed. Rigidly 
Secured Within the tI'ay are false inner side 
Walls 5 Of slightly less height than the outer 
Walls Of the tray body. 
stance, and preferably, the inner Walls are 
formed Of sheet metal co:ated with a, whito 
enamel paint "On the inside, and the op 
pOSite Walls carry at their tops rails 6-6 
together COnstituting carrier track'arranged 
to Support a, folloW mechanism. The in 
ner Walls are formed. With shallow cups or 
depressions 'f which conta(*t, the Outer walls 
Of the tray and Sel'we to space the inner 
Walls a p1'Oper distance therefrom, and the 
Walls are Secured in place in the tray ) by 
end flangeS ?* which may be integral with 
the Sides,Or Separate pieces .braZed thereto, 
as desired. 
The follower devices in my improved ac 

COunt tray include a Sliding carriage having 
a, downwardly flanged top cross-plate 8 to 
the ends of which are secured the Slides 9-9 
and to the front of which is secured a de 
pending stop plate 10. Underneath the top 
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? · is housed a gripping mechanism which auto- " 
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plate 8 between its flange and the plate 10 
matically yields to permit the follower car 
riage to shift forwardly, but resists back 
Ward preSSure · until released by manipula 
tion of a pair of finger pieces 11." While the 
Specific gripping mechanism formS nO part 
of my present invention it may be here 
stated that the finger pieces11 consist of the 
upturned ends of a pair of sliding barS 12 
hawing their outer 'ends hooked over the 
Spring-presSed bell crank lewers 18 formed 
With curwed surfaces arranged to wedge 
against the rails 6 When attempt is made tO 
slide the follower rearwardly without shift 
ing them out of contact with Such I'ails by 
means of the finger pieces. 
The back plate 14 which constitutes the 

| rear Support for the body of sheets is in my 
neW account tray hinged to the top of the 
croSS plate 8 of the folloWer,-im the pres 
ent instance by means of a pair of bearing 
brackets 15 secured ? to the top plate which 
Support pintleS engaging bearing Orifices in 
triangular flanged brackets 16 secured to the 
back plate. The flanged lower" edges of 
these bracketS 16 form stops limiting the 
angular mowement of the back plate beyond 
a given inclination. Obviously, when the 
folloWer is draWn for'Ward from the pOSi 
tion of greatest inclination shown in Fig. + 
to the wertical position shoWm in Fig. 2, or 
wice wersa, the back plate will ro(*k on its 
hinges. With the Weight of the body of sheets 
against it and may be set for the conven- " 
ience of the operator to any inclimation de 
sired within the limits of itS movement de 
termined by the stop plate 10 and the lower 
edgeS of the brackets 16. · 
Near the front of the tray a front plate 17 

is provided to support the forwardly in 
clined portion of the body of sheets, this 
plate being hinged by means of pi wot pinS 
18 engaging Sockets formed in bracketS 19 
attached to the loWer edge of the plate and 
extending intO Orifices forming bearings 
therefor in the loWer portion of the inner 
side walls 5. 'The pins 18 may be slid 
lengthwise in their sockets in the brackets 
19 to permit disengagement and removal of 
the frOnt_plate, if desired. In the present 
instance the , front plate inside the himges is 
cut aWay upWardly from the bottom a short 
distance to clear an alining rod hereinafter 
described, and the plate is stiffemed by a, 
ribbed reinforcing strip 20 above the cut. 
In order to prevent sheets of paper from 
slipping under_the front plate. V-shaped 
Spring metal clips 21 are provided which 
resiliently engage the horizontal rear 
Wardly-extending top flange of a, Supporting 
strip 22 extending acroSS and Secured to the 
bottom of the tray adjacent the front there 
of. A similar. Supporting strip_28, the top 
fiange of which extends forward, is secured 
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to the bottom of the box near its rear end, 
and the alining rod above mentioned, slit at 
both " ends to slidably engage the flaimges of 
the Strips 22 and 28 and equipped with set, 
SgreWS for adjustably securing the rod to 
the strips, is mounted longitudinally of the 
tray between said strips. The bottom edges 
Of account sheets adapted to be used in the 
tray are formed With Open slots, as shown, 
and the abowe-described adjustment of the 
rod_adaptS it_tO be used with any spacing 
Of the slots which the sheets may have, the 
stop clips 21 being shifted laterally in the 
CutOut portion of the front plate as may be 
necessary. Preferably a strip of sheet metal 
cOI'1'ugated CrOSSWise, is Secured to the bot 
tOm of the box between the stripS 22 and 28, 
to aufford reSistance to slipping of the $OWer 
edges of the sheetS On the bottom of the tray. 
The front side of the front plate 17 is 

prOwided with a pi woted bail or curwed han 
dle 24 by means of which the plate can be · 
Set to three positionS Of angular adjustment. 
When the handle is fitted between the out 
side tray handle 2 and the keeper 4* of the 
lock, the plate is held in wertical position, as 
shown in Fig. 2; when the handle is up, as 
shown in said figure in dotted lines, the 
plate. is supported in. One inclined pOSition, 
the Outer end of the handle resting against 
the front face of the plate and the centers of 
the bowed side members resting against the 
front Wall of the tray, and when the handle 
is down, as shown in Fig. 4 the plate is per 
mitted to rest against the keeper of the lock 
in a position still farther inclined from the 
wertical. Accordingly as the bail is SWung 
to upper or to loWer position, therefore, the 
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plate, is permitted to assume two different " positions of angular adjustment. 
[ claim : 

. 1. In an account tray or the like, a front 
plate pi woted near its lower edge adjacent 
the front of the tray, and a pivoted bail 
arranged to coóperate with said front plate 
and tray frOnt to support the front plate in 

| vertical position at an intermediate point of 
adjustment of the bail and permit such plate 
tO aSSume_different positions of angular ad 
justment for positions of said bail on oppo-- 
Site sides of said intermediate point. 

2. In an account tray or the like, a front 
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plate pi woted mear itS lower edge adjacent; · 
the frOnt Of the tray, and a bail pivoted to 
Said frOnt plate and arranged to coóperate 
With the front of the tray * to support said 
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frOnt plate in wertical position at an inter 
mediate point of adjustment of the bail and 
permit Such plate to aSSume different po 
Sitions of angular adjustment for positions 
of Said bail on Opposite Sides of said inter 
mediate point. 

8. Hin an" account tray Or_the like having' 
an inwardly indefinted handle and an inside 
lock element immediately thereabove on its 
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front side, a front plate pivoted near its 
· lower edge adjacent the front of the tray, 
and a bail pivoted on the front side of said 
plate and arranged to Support Said_plate in 
wertical position when the bail is fitted 
between Said handle and said lock element 
and permit said plate to assume two differ 
ent inclined positions according as the bail is 
SWung to upper or to lower position. 

4. In an account tray or the like, a front 
plate pivoted near its lower edge to the sides 
of the tray near the front thereof, said plate 
being cut away along the bottom between the 
hinging points, a longitudinally arranged 
alining, bar paSSing through said bottom 
out of the front plate, and a laterally ad 
justable stop member ' extending_upwardly 
and forwardly, from a.point in the bottom 

' of the tray which is adjacent a line passing 
axially through the hinges of said front; 

` plate. 
5. In an account tray or the like, a front 

plate pivoted near its lower edge to the sides 
of the tray near the front thereof, said plate 
being Cut away, along the bottom between 
the hinging_points, a transverse Supporting 
strip_secured to_the bottom of the tray for 

| wardly of said front plate, a longitudinally 
30 
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arranged alining bar passing through said 
bottom cut of the front plate, and a laterally adjustable stop member extending upwardly 
and forwardly. from a point in the bottom 
of the tray which is adjacent a_line passing 

` axially through the hinges of said front 
plate and arranged to engage Said trans 

.. verse supporting strip. 

|- clip adapted to make frictional 

6. In an account tray or the like, a struc 

ture according to claim 5 in which the sup 
porting strip prowides a longitudin:al receSS ' 
and the stop member is a W-shaped metal 

engagement 
in said'receSS. • ? 

'''. In an account tray or the like, a front 
Supporting strip Secured to the bottom of 
the tray and formed with a rearWardly ex 
tending horizontal flange, a rear Supporting 
strip Secured to the bottom of the tray and 
formed with a forwardly extending hori 
Zontal flange, and an alining rod slit at itS 
opposite ends to adjustably engage Said 
fianges and equipped with_set screWS for se 
curing it in audjusted position. ~ 

8. In un account tray or the like, a fol 
lower bar arranged to be adjusted forwardly 
and rearwardly adjacent the top of the tray, 
said bar being formed with a depending 
stop plate, and a back plate hinged adjacent; 
its middle line and adjacent the top of Said 
stOp plate. ~ 

9. In an account tray or the like, a fol 
lower bar arranged to be adjusted forwardly 
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and rearwardly adjacent the top of the tray, " " " 
said bar being formed with a depending stop 
plate, a back plate hinged adjacent its middle 
line and adjacent the top of Said stOp plate, 
and a stop limiting the rearWard inclination 
of said back plate. ^ 

10. In an account tray or the like, astruc 
ture according to claim 9 in which the 
|hinge member carried by the back plate is an 
angular bracket plate of which the lower 
edge forms the stop. ^ 

FRED L. MANNY. 
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