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(57) Abstract: A planar illumination device (1) according to an embodiment of the present invention is provided with a
light source and a light guide plate (5). The light source emits light in a prescribed direction (B). The light guide plate
(5) has a side surface (5c), an emission surface (5d) that is one main surface, and a back surface (5¢) that is the other
main surface. A prism (5f) is formed on the back surface (5¢), and light incident on the side surface (5¢) from the light
source is emitted from the emission surface (5d). The prism (5f) has, if being cut in parallel to the prescribed direction
(B), a first region (5f1) that is roughly parallel to the emission surface (5d) and a second region (5£2) that is inclined with
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respect to the emission surface (5d). The first region (5f1) and the second region (5{2) extend in a direction oblique to
the prescribed direction (B).
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