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able to kill any bacteria that impinges on the bacteria killing substance on the fibres. The apperatus may be
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airflow generation means (claims 1-39}, a vacuum cleaner {clzim 109), 2 hair dryer (claim 110), air
coriditioner (claim 111) or a clothes dryer (claim 112). Methods of sterilising air with the hand-drying
apparatus are also ¢lrimed. It is considered that the bacteria entrapment filter means in the form of a
fibrous matrix with a toxic substance comprises a first special technical feature.

2. Claims 4147, 48-50 and 108: Claims 41-47 are directed to a hand-drying apperatus per se, characterised by
the ¢lectronic control circuit wherein the electronic control circuit is provided with a cut-off mechanism
that disables the power to the apparatus when the housing is opened. Claimas 48-50 are directed to a base
plate per se, which is provided with a cut off mechanism that disables the supply of electrical power to the
electronic control circuit. It is considered that the electronic control circnit with the cut-off mechanism
comprises a second special technical feature.

3. Claims 51-62 and 108: directed to a hand~drying apparatus including a timer control circuit Wh1ch regularly
autoactivaie the airflow generation-means for a predetermmed period of time; a timer circuit component
including the timer control circuit, methods of ctrcu]atmg air including the use of the timer control circuit.
It is considered that the timer control circuit which is able to autoactivate airflow for a predetermined
petiod of time comyrises a third spcc:aI techmical feature.

4, Claims 63-70 and 108: directed to an antomatic filter replacement mechamsm which is able to replace the
filter material in use automatically with replacement filter material; a hand-drying apparatus including the
automatic fikter replacement mechanism. It is considered that the automatic filter replacement mechanism
comprises a fourth special fechnical feature.

5. Claim 71-79 and 108: directed to a hand-drying apparatus wherein the inlet means includes at least one
tnain entrance through which all airflow must pass through said at least one main entrance, and wherein the
at least one entrance is located in an entrance into the airflow-generation means such that all air entering
the airflew generation-means passes through this at least one main entrance which is filtered. Itis
considered that the main entrance which forces all air to be filtered comprises a fifth speeial technical
feature.

6. Claims 95 and 113-122: directed to a composition: per se, said composition i:ﬂcludjng an active substance
capable of becoming airborne at least for a useful period of time; and a release agent to restrain the active
substance frem becoming airbome at normal room temperature and pressure; a filter substrate treatod with
the composition, use of the composition ete. It is considered that the air-flow activated composition
comprises a sixth special technical feature.
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