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2 Claims 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A cookable popcorn kernel package having an open 

topped pan shaped in a relatively shallow outline, a 
flexible cover extending across and downwardly into the 
pan and having substantially the same relatively shallow 
outline as the pan, and a charge of popcorn kernels con 
fined between the pan and cover. The package is nestable 
with another package of identical construction, and the 
cover is upwardly flexible upon the cooking and expan 
sion of the kernels. A combined sealing and lifting ring 
may be employed provided with one or more tabs for 
lifting the package. 

The present invention relates to an improved package 
for use in the quick and easy preparation of popcorn. To 
that end, the package of the invention incorporates a 
disposable pan-like utensil of semi-rigid foil and a cover, 
these parts encasing a measured charge of uncooked ker 
nels; and the invention deals with the provision of simple 
and improved type of combined sealing and lifting means 
whereby the package may be rendered air-tight, and also 
comfortably handled after popping is completed. The 
package is preassembled in its entirety before sale to the 
ultimate consumer or vendor, and although specifically 
devised to handle popcorn as the comestible to be cooked, 
the use of other sorts of uncooked product is also con 
templated. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a package 
of the foregoing nature which, in addition to a relatively 
shallow, pan-type foil utensil and the charge of kernels 
to be popped, further comprises a flexible cover or top 
panel, and an annular sealing member or ring coacting 
with the foil pan and cover. The latter is of a nature 
adapted to expand during or after the cooking operation 
and in doing so, to actuate certain integral lifting or 
handle means of the sealing ring to a position to be 
gripped conveniently by the user or consumer, without 
risk of being burned. 
More specifically, the package comprises a light 

weight disposable popping pan of the general outline 
mentioned above, which is fabricated of a thin foil ma 
terial (for example, aluminum) having good heat conduc 
tion and of a type and thickness such that the pan is 
semi-rigid when die-stamped; a flexibly expansible cover 
panel, preferably fabricated of a thin transparent ma 
terial, such as cellophane, which is to be secured in air 
tight sealing relation to the pan as by crimping a mar 
ginal flange of the latter; and a combined annular sealing 
and lifting member which is interposed and tightly held 
between the crimped pan flange and the cover in a hori 
zontal outer annular zone. Thus the combined member 
effects an air-tight seal of the package interior and affords 
convenient lifting means for the package in addition. 

Further in accordance with the invention, the mem 
ber last mentioned is preferably fabricated of an inex 
pensive fiexible material having Substantial body, such 
as a suitable grade and gauge of paperboard or card 
board. This member is die stamped in an annular out 
line providing an outer rim portion adapted to rest upon 
a horizontal annular rim surface of the pan, and two 
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generally rectangular finger tabs projecting radially in 
Wardly in diametrically opposite relation to one another 
from the rim portion. The combined sealing and lifting 
paperboard member, positioned flatwise upon the periph 
ery of the cover and the pan rim, is firmly crimped down 
Wardly by the pan flange to provide the desired seal of 
cover to pan; and the tabs of the combined member or 
ring are thus located so as to be automatically lifted to 
readily accessible position by the expanding or balooning 
cover as popping proceeds to completion. The hot package 
is thus handled in the user's fingers without discomfort. 
The foregoing as well as other objects will become 

more apparent as this description proceeds, especially 
when considered in connection with the accompanying 
drawing illustrating the invention, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view, partially broken away, 
illustrating the complete package as furnished to the ulti 
mate vendor or user, diametrically opposite finger tabs 
of its sealing and lifting ring being shown in an op 
eratively depressed position enabling a number of the 
packages to be compactly nested; 

FIG. 2 is a view in transverse vertical section along 
line 2-2 of FIG. 1, showing in solid lines the parts of 
the package in the condition described above, this view 
indicating in dot-dash line the upstanding position of an 
outer peripheral flange of the pan component, prior to 
final crimping downwardly and inwardly in its solid line 
sealing position, the view also showing in dotted line 
the position of the cover and sealing and lifting com 
ponents upon completion of the popping of the con; and 

FIG. 3 is a smaller scale view showing the cardboard 
combined sealing and lifting ring as stamped out in a 
flat condition. 
The improved cooking package of the invention is gen 

erally designated by the reference numeral 10. It com 
prises four components, namely, a utensil 12 which is 
stamped from aluminum foil of, say 0.003'-0.005'' thick 
ness, in a relatively shallow, dish or pan-like outline; a 
supply or charge 14 of popcorn kernels to be fried or 
cooked (or other particulate edible, as mentioned above); 
a transverse cover sheet 16, preferably of transparent 
cellophane, Pliofilm or the like, and an annular com 
bined sealing and lifter member 18 stamped from a suit 
able grade of flexible but self-sustaining paperboard 
stock. 
The utensil or pan 12, as stamped out of aluminum, or 

other suitable metallic foil, in the instanced gauge or 
thickness, has a semi-rigid degree of stiffness. It includes 
a circular bottom panel 20, which may have concentric 
annular reinforcing and heat distributing rib formations 
21 (FIG. 1); an upwardly and outwardly angled, annular 
side wall 22, which will perforce be crinkled to some de 
gree at 23 in the stamping operation; a circular, horizon 
tal and outwardly projecting ledge or rim 24 which is 
also inherently, and even more intensively, crinkled in 
the pan stamping operation; and a circular outer flange 
portion 25. As originally stamped, this flange projects at 
90° to the rim portion 24, as indicated in dot-dash line 
in FIG. 2, and is thereafter crimped 90 inwardly and 
downwardy to the solid line position. 
As for the charge 14 to be cooked, illustratively pop 

corn kernels 27, it is contemplated that it will in addition 
be treated with an appropriate selection of flavoring and 
other ingredients, for example, salt, butter, artificial 
color, and the like. Naturally, the nature of such treat 
ing components is a matter of choice on the part of the 
compounder, and may. indeed, be Secret, 
The cover panel 16 is in the form of a circular disc 

of a suitable grade of transparent cellophane or like 
synthetic sheeting which is of an area sufficiently great 
to enable it, as sealingly clamped to the pan 12 in the 
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manner hereinafter described, to be depressed over the 
kernel charge 14 into general conformity with the outline 
of the pan, as shown in solid line in FIG. 2. Preferably, 
cover member 16 is attractively imprinted, as at 28 (FIG. 
1), to bear the trademark designation cf the ultimate 
edible product, any necessary information regarding the 
composition of the charge 14, etc. 

Reference being had now to FIG. 3, the sealing and 
lifting member 18 is, in its initial flat, stamped condition, 
in the form of an annular, circular disc or ring which 
provides a rim portion 29 of radial width approximating 
that of the pan rim 24, so that it will freely nest within 
the upstanding annular pan flange 25. 

Ring 18 is formed at diametrically opposite points to 
provide radially inwardly projecting lifting tabs 30, which 
are of generally rectangular outline and of Substantial 
side-to-side width and radially inward extent. Each tab 
is creased transversely at 3 to define an inner terminal 
lip 32, and hinges to rim 29 on a base crease 33. 

In the assembly of the package 18, with the charge 
14 of kernels 27 or other comestible product to be cooked 
in a relatively thin layer on the pain bottom 26, the 
circular cover member 6 is placed on and depressed 
into the pan 2, in flatwise engagement with the charge 
14 and in general conformity with the pan contour, as 
best shown in FIG. 2. Cover 6 has a diameter such that 
its outer periphery then rests on and in conformity with 
the annular rim 24 of pan 12. Naturally, there will be 
some wrinkling of the cellophane cover in thus locating it. 
The ring 18 is dropped in place upon the outer marign 

of cover 16; and the flange 25 of the pan is then crimped 
firmly downwardly about its entire periphery onto the 
smooth rim portion 29 of the sealing and lifting ring. 
Thus the latter and the cover 6 are firmly crimped in 
air-tight sealing engagement with the pan rim 24. After 
this, the tabs 30 of lifting disc 18 may be swung inwardly 
to the position shown in solid line in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
with their body portions generally paralleling pan wall 
22 and with their terminal lips 32 flexed into engagement 
with the cover 16 adjacent the bottom periphery of the 
latter. 

In this condition, a number of the packages 10 may be 
compactly nested for shipment, storage and/or counter 
use. As needed, the packages are heated to popping tem 
perature, whereupon the expansion of the kernels 27 will 
balloon the cover member 16 to the dotted line position 
of FIG. 2. This automatically swings the lifter tabs 30 
to their dotted line raised position, in which they may be 
finger-grasped by the user without discomfort. If de 
sired, the cover 16 may be punctured for access to the 
popcorn, or the finger tabs may be ripped through to ex 
pose the cover member margin for removal. It is con 
templated that a cover employed in a package containing 
a food other than popcorn will be correspondingly bal 
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looned under gas pressure, even without contact by the 
cooked product. 
The improved package is extremely simple and inex 

pensive as to its components, and equally simply, ex 
peditiously and inexpensively assembled for sale in quan 
tity. Its combined Sealing and lifting ring is in particular 
of negligible cost, low indeed in proportion to the ad 
vantages and sales appeal which it contributes to the 
package. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
E. A plurality of cookable popcorn kernel packages, 

each comprising, an open topped, Semi-rigid pan shaped 
in a relatively shallow outline, a readily flexible cover 
extending across and downwardly into said pan and hav 
ing substantially the same relatively shallow outline as 
said pan, a charge of popcorn kernels to be cooked con 
fined between said pan and cover, and a combined sealing 
and lifting ring including a rim portion disposed upon 
the margin of said cover to engage the latter against 
an Outer annular portion of the pain, Said rim portion up 
Wardly exposing a substantial area of Said cover radially 
inwardly of the rim portion and said pan having a pe 
ripheral portion crimped onto said rim portion of said 
ring to Seal the latter marginally against said cover, said 
ring being of flexible material and having at least one 
integral further portion projecting inwardly of said rim 
portion in closely overlying relation to said cover, said 
packages being nested together with the pan of one re 
ceived within the rim portion of the other, said nested 
packages being separable from one another and as to 
each package when separated the upwardly exposed area 
of Said cover flexing upwardly through said rim por 
tion of Said ring upon the cooking and expansion of said 
kernels. 

2. A plurality of packages in accordance with claim 1, 
in which said pan is of metal foil, said ring is of flexible 
paperboard stock and said cover is of transparent sheet 
material, said further portion comprising a tab bendable 
inwardly of said pan and against said cover into a posi 
tion adjacent a wall of the pan, said tab flexing away 
from that position upon cooking of said kernels. 
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