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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FAIRFAX WILLIAMS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Bakersfield, in the county of Kern and 
State of California, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Match-Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to improve 

ments in match boxes, the object of the in 
vention being to provide a match box which 
can be readily supported upon a Wall or in 
any other position convenient for use, and 
from which the operation of extracting or 
withdrawing the matches, one or more at a 
time, will be very easy and rapid. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 

is a broken front view of my improved 
match box in position; Fig. 2 is a side view 
of the match box detached; Fig. 3 is a bot 
tom plan view thereof. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 indicates the 
body of my improved box, the back or bot 
tom 2 of which is provided with a loop 3 
and hooks 4 adapted to engage nails, 5 
driven in a wall 6, so that said body may be 
conveniently suspended therefrom. Said 
box is of a general rectangular form, and 
of a width slightly greater than the length 
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back of the box to form tongu 
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55 ciently near one another to prevent a match lower edge of the cover being formed with 110 

of the matches to be contained therein. 
When in position the lower portion 7 of the 
back of said box slopes forwardly from the 
wall, so that said lower portion and the 
front or cover 8 of the box converge down 
wardly toward each other. Said cover 8 is 
formed at each of its upper and side edges 
with a narrow flange 9 fitting Snugly over 
the front or upper edges of the body of the 
box and the lower portions of said side 
flanges are extended rearwardly as far as 
the forwardly sloping lower portion of the 

es 10 which 
are bent over said sloping back to engage 
the same. The cover 8 is formed with a pair 
of fingers 11 extending downwardly in the 
plane of the cover from its lower edge, and 
the sloping portion 7 is in like manner 
formed with a pair of fingers 12 extending 
downwardly in its plane from its lower 
edge. The fingers of each pair are equally 
spaced from one another, and each finger 11 
extending from the cover registers with a 
corresponding finger 12 extending from the 
back. The lower edges of corresponding 
fingers of the cover and back approach suffi 

dropping between them by its own weight 
or that of the superincumbent matches. The 
fingers of each pair are sufficiently far apart 
to permit of a person's thumb and forefinger 
being inserted between them to grasp a 
match, and said fingers are made of material 
having sufficient resiliency that, if a match 
therebetween be manually grasped and 
pulled downward, they will separate from 
one another to allow the match to pass be 
tween them and will then immediately 
Spring back and prevent the dropping out 
of the remaining matches. - 
The box having been supplied with 

matches, the cover is put in place by slid 
ing the tongues 10 upward on the conver 
gent lower portion of the box until the flange 
9 of the upper edge of said cover arrives 
at the level of the upper end of the box, 
when it can be pressed over said upper end, 
and the cover is thus retained in position. 
The box is then hung in position on a wall 
or other support, when the matches drop, 
as shown in the drawing, so that a sufficient 
number of them lie between the fingers 11 
and 12. When the lowermost match is 
grasped and pulled downward, the fingers 
11 and 12 separate to allow the match to be 
Withdrawn and then immediately spring 
back, retaining the remaining matches. 

It will be seen that, with the above con 
struction, in which the lower part of the 
cover is secured to the body of the match box 
against horizontal movement by the oblique 
tongues 10, and the upper end of the cover 
is provided with a flange 9 engaging the 
body of the box to prevent downward move 
ment, the match box may be made of com 
paratively thin material and still be strong 
and Substantial, since said tongues and 
flange assist the cover in preserving the 
shape of the box. This is advantageous in 
two respects, first, on account of cheapness 
of manufacture, and second, it enables the 
Spring fingers to be made light and thin so 
that the matches are easily removed from 
the box. 
I claim:- 
In combination with the body of a box 

open at the front, and having a closed top, 
back, and sides, and the lower portion of the 
back sloping forwardly downward, of a 
cover having flanges fitting Snugly over the 
top and sides of the body of the box, the 
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spring fingers terminating at their lower my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
ends in close proximity to the lower edge of witnesses. 
the sloping portion of the back, said cover also having portions bent back over said FAIRFAX WILLIAMS. 

5 sloping portion to prevent forward disen- Witnesses: 
gagement of the cover from the body. THos. C. WILLIAMS, 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set J. R. WILLIAMs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the 'Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


