
No. 666,235. Patented Jan. 15, 1901. 
F. M. OSGOOO. 

GARENT HANGER. 
(Application filed Aug. 23, i900.) 

(No Mode.) 

a 42& 27-1ry 
as/3 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

  

  



O 

2C) 

25 

35 

45 

5.o 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FREDERICK M. OSGOOD, OF MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

GARM ENT HANGER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 666,235, dated January 15, 1901. 
Application filed August 23, 1900, Serial No. 27,798, (No model.) 

to all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICKM. OSGOOD,a, 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Manchester, in the county of Hillsborough and 
State of New Hampshire, have invented an 
Improvement in Garment-Hangers, of which 
the following description, in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, is a specification, 
like characters on the drawings representing 
like parts. 
This invention relates to garment-hangers, 

and one object is to provide an article of this 
class which is adjustable, so that it can be 
adapted to Support various garments of dif 
ferent sizes and which will automatically and 
positively hold itself in any adjusted position, 
a further object of the invention being to pro 
vide an article such as described in which 
the weight of the garment will tend to extend 
the hanger, thus insuring a positive and ef 
fective hold of the hanger on the garment re 
gardless of the weight of the latter. 

This invention has particular reference to 
a device which is adapted to support a pair of 
trousers or a skirt, and it is in the nature of 
a telescopic device, it comprising two gar 
ment-supporting arms extending in opposite 
directions, each supported and guided by the 
other and each adjustable in the direction of 
its length, together With means for automat 
ically locking said arms in any adjusted po 
sition, whereby the device may be extended 
or collapsed to fit any-sized garment. 
Another feature of my invention is in the 

provision of means whereby the weight of the 
garment tends to extend the arms to thereby 
more firmly hold the garment, such means 
comprising a bail composed of tWO links piv 
oted together and one link pivoted to the in 
ner end of each arm, as more particularly here 
inafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the 

complete device. Fig. 2 is a partial vertical 
section showing the automatic locking mech 
anism for holding the arms extended. Fig. 
3 is an enlarged view of one end of one of the 
arms. Fig. 4 is a detail view showing one of 
the guides. Fig. 5 is another detail view show 
ing one way of connecting the suspending 
hook to the bail. Fig. 6 is a modification of 
the device shown in Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a modi 

fication of the locking mechanism shown in 
Fig. 2, and Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view 
of the other guide. 
My hanger is in the nature of a telescopic 

device, and it comprises the two arms a and 
b, extending in opposite directions, each of 
which has rigidly attached to its outer end a 
head or holding portion 2, said head or hold 
ing portion having the concave holding-sur 
face 3, in which the waistband of the garment 
supported is adapted to rest, such curved por 
tion operating to prevent the disengagement 
of the garment from the holding-heads. 
As garments vary considerably in size, I 

make each arm adjustable in the direction of 
its length, whereby the device may be ex 
panded or collapsed in order to fit the par 
ticular garment supported thereby. The Con 
struction by which I make the device thus ex 
pansible is preferably as follows: On the in 
ner end of each arm Irigidly secure any suit 
able guide which embraces the other arm, 
said arms in their expansible movement be 
ing held in contact with each other by means 
of the guides referred to. As shown in the 
drawings, the arm a has at its inner end the 
guide-piece 4, an enlarged view of the guide 
piece being shown in Fig. 8, and such guide 
comprises a strap of any suitable material, 
preferably metal, which has at its under side 
the inturned flanges 7, said flanges abutting 
against the under side of the arma, and the 
said guide being rigidly fastened to said arm 
by any suitable means, as a screw or rivet, 
passed through the aperture 6 in the guide 
piece and through the end of said arm C. 
The guide 4 is of such a shape as to slidingly 
embrace the armb, which passes therethrough, 
and it has at its upper edge the rolled portion 
8, which serves as a means for pivotally con 
necting to the guide one arm or link 9 of the 
suspending-bail. The arm b has rigidly se 
cured to its inner end the guide-piece 5, which 
is somewhat similar in construction to the 
guide-piece 4, it having the in turned flanges 
10, which fold over the top of the arm b and 
being of sufficient size to allow the arm C to 
pass therethrough. The sides of the guide 5 
have any suitable means for pivotally con 
necting thereto the arm 14 of the bail, pref 
erably such means consisting of ears 11, hav 
ing apertures 12 therein, 

55 

65 

75 

95 

OO 



O 

(5 

25 

35 

45 

So 

55 

65 

2. 

In the operation of my hanger it is essen 
tial that some means be provided to lock the 
device in its extended position, and I prefer 
ably employ mechanism which will automat 
ically accomplish this object, such mechan 
ism being in the form of a pawl 15, which 
plays in a recess or slot 16, cut in the end of 
the arm b, and which is preferably mounted 
upon the pin which passes through the aper 
tures 13 of the guide 5 and serves to retain 
said guide in place. The upper side of the 
arm a is provided with a series of notches 4), 
which coöperate with the nose of the pawl 15, 
and in order to hold the nose of the pawl in 
working position I may employ any suitable 
spring, such as 17, which serves this object, 

In Fig. 7 I have shown a modified form of 
locking means, the pawl 15', in this instance, 
being controlled by the spring 17, one end of 
the spring being bent and inserted into a hole 
in the arm b, the other end of the spring hav 
ing a gooseneck which encircles the lower 
side of the pawl 15'. 
From the above description it will be seen 

that my device is a telescopic one, it com 
prising the two members or arms a and b, 
each of which are guided and supported by 
the other, said arms being adjustable in the 
direction of their length and automatic lock 
ing means being employed to hold the arms 
in their extended position. 

In ordinary devices of this character the 
weight of a heavy garment will tend to bend 
the supporting ends of the arms toward each 
other, thereby allowing the garment to slip 
from the hanger. I have overcome this diffi 
culty by providing mechanism wherein the 
Weight of the goods supported thereby oper 
ates to extend the arms, thereby furnishing 
a stronger hold for the goods. The means 
whereby I accomplish this consist of the bail 
comprising the two links 9 and 14, said links 
being pivoted together, as at 18, and each 
having a pivotal connection with one of the 
guide-pieces, as above described. By means 
of this construction the weight supported by 
the arms will tend to force the pivotal points 
of the links, with the guides, toward each 
other, thereby extending the arms, and the 
heavier the weight supported by the device 
the greater the tendency of the device to ex 
pand. 

19 represents the suspending-hook, which is 
attached to the bail in any suitable way. 
In Figs. 1 and 5 I have illustrated the said 
hook as being swiveled to the bail, the lower 
end of the hook passing through the upper 
side of the clip 21 and having the head 20 at 
the end thereof, the clip 21 being supported 
by the pivot 18, as shown. 

In Fig. 6 I have illustrated a modified form 
of connection between the suspending-hook 
19 and the bail, and in this instance the hook 
19 is integral with the arm 14' and is formed 
with the eye 41, into which is hinged in any 
suitable way the end of arm 9'. 

In order to prevent the device from swing 
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ing when hung upon a rounded bar or other 
support, I make my hook of a peculiar shape, 
as illustrated in Fig. 1-that is, instead of 
making the hook on all arc of a circle, as com 
mon in this class of devices, I make the hook 
with the comparatively straight portions 25, 
forming bearing-surfaces at each side of the 
center thereof, the center of the hook at its 
apex being bent to form an angle, so that 
while the hook is of a general curved form, 
yet it has the effect of an angular hook, the 
two comparatively straight bearing-surfaces 
25 being the only portions of the hook that 
rest on the support, thus preventing the hook 
from swinging transversely of the support. 
To adapt my hanger for supporting troul 

sers, I provide one of the heads 2 with the 
loops 30, said loops being preferably made of 
wire and being of such a shape as to hold the 
buttons on the front of the waistband therein. 

In using my device as a trousers-support 
the buttons at the front of the waistband are 
sustained by the loops 30, while the rear part 
of the waistband is supported by the opposite 
head 2, the trousers thus being supported in 
such a way as to keep them from Wrinkling. 

It will be noticed, of course, that many 
changes may be made in various parts of my 
device without departing from the spirit of 
my invention, which resides in a telescopic 
garment-supporter, the two members of which 
are each supported and guided by the other, 
all as pointed out in the appended claims. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A hanger for garments having two sup 
porting-arms extended in opposite directions, 
each guided and supported by the other, and 
each adjustable in the direction of its length, 
one of said arms having at its end a concave 
holding portion for the garment, and auto 
matic means for locking said arms in their 
adjusted position. 

2. A hanger for garments comprising two 
Supporting-arms, each carrying at its inner 
end a guide slidingly embracing the other 
whereby said arms can be extended or col 
lapsed, and automatic means for locking said 
arms in their extended position, each of said 
arms having at its outer end, supporting 
means for the garment whereby the garment 
is supported only by the ends of the hanger. 

3. In a garment-hanger two adjustable sup 
porting - arms extending in opposite direc 
tions, and each supported and guided by the 
other, a suspending-bail having one end con 
nected to each arm, and means for automat 
ically locking the arms in their adjusted po 
sition. 

4. A telescopic garment-hanger comprising 
two arms extending in opposite directions, 
each arm guided by the other and having at 
its end means to support the garment, means 
whereby the weight of the garment tends to 
extend the arms, and means for automatically 
locking the arms in their extended position. 
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5. In a garment-hanger, two adjustable In testimony whereof I have signed my 
garment-supporting arms extending in oppo- name to this specification in the presence of Io 
site directions, each supported and guided by two subscribing witnesses. 
the other, a suspending-bail comprising two parts pivoted together each part being piv- FREDERICK M. OSGOOD. 
otally connected to the inner end of one airin, Witnesses: 
and means for automatically locking the arms GEO. W. GREGORY, 
in their adjusted position. LOUIS C. SMITH. 


