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1. 

This invention relates to heating pads for the 
human body. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
device for heating certain selected portions of 
the human anatomy, while permitting freedom 
of movement of the Wearer of the device. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a heating element for the human body, which 
may be worn at Work or at play, and retained 
firmly and securely in place against the said 
body. 

It is still a further object of the invention 
to provide devices of the above character which 
Shall be adapted to be heated by filling the de 
vices with hot water, or in a different embodi 
ment by electrical heating, electrical energy 
being derived from a portable battery secured 
at the waist of the Wearer. 

It is well known that many women are afflicted 
with periodic pains, which are often alleviated 
by the application of heat to the lower abdomen 
or back. It is a particular object of the inven 
tion to provide devices for applying heat to the 
lower abdomen or back, without interfering with 
the normal activities of the Wearer of the devices. 

Still further objects and advantages of the 
invention will appear upon further study of the 
following detailed description, when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
and Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a device, 
constructed in accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 is a transverse cross-section taken 
along the line 2-2 of Figure l; 

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of a modi 
fication of the device illustrated in Figure ; 

Figure 4 is an elevational view of a modifica 
tion of a device especially adapted for applica 
tion to the back of the body; and 

Figure 5 is a device heated by electricity for 
application to the human body. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the 
numeral represents a belt adapted to be se 
Cured about the human body at the waist, to 
which may be secured at two points the up 
wardly extending arms 2 of a V-shaped con 
tainer 3, which is of generally flat construction, 
and hollow for the reception of the water. The 
device 3 may be constructed of aluminum and 
may be corrugated at 4 in the face of the device 
3 which is worn adjacent to the body. Aluminum 
is a material having relatively high heat con 
ductivity, whereas rubber and similar materials, 
of which such devices have previously been con 
structed, are heat-insulating, and greatly reduce 
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the efficiency of the devices. By corrugating 
the surface of the container contacting the body 
of the wearer, portions of the container over the 
entire area of the body-contacting surface there 
of are brought into intimate contact with the 
body and this factor along with the high-heat 
conductivity of the material of which the con 
tainer is constructed, provides an efficient trans 
fer of heat from the contents of the container 
to the body. 
The container 3 has a V-shape, generally con 

forming to the shape of the lower abdomen of 
the human body, has a total breadth not ma 
terially less than the breadth of the abdomen, a 
width of its portions materially less than the 
total breadth thereof, and a thickness materially 
less than the width of any portion. This shape 
not only provides a container which Will Overlie 
the maximum amount of the abdominal area to 
which it is desired to apply heat Without in 
Wolving unnecessary Weight and bulkiness, but 
also, because of the rigid nature of the material 
of which the container is formed and the above 
indicated shape, closely contacts the body over 
the entire body-contacting Surface thereof. 
A second belt 5 is secured adjacent to the point 

of the container device 3 and has for its purpose 
to retain the lower portion of the device 3 flat 
against the body, retaining the Same firmly in 
this position in all attitudes and positions of 
the body of the Wearer. 
The numeral 6 designates an inlet for water 

with an appropriate screw-on cover. 
Figure 4 of the dra Wings represents a device 

O of the general character of the device 3 but 
shaped and adapted to be secured to the back 
of the wearer, and secured to the body of the 
wearer by belts and 2. 

Referring Specifically to Figure 3 of the draw 
ings, there is illustrated a modification of the 
device illustrated in Figure 1, but in which the 
device, designated 20, is secured to the body by 
the belts 2 and 22. The device 20 is compart 
mented, as at 23 and 24, the compartments being 
separated by a partition 25. Each compart 
ment is provided with an access opening and 
screw-on cover cap 26. 

Figure 5 represents a device adapted to be 
Substituted for the water heated species of the 
invention, as illustrated in Figures 1 to 4 in 
clusive, and in which an insulating member 30 
is Secured to a belt 3f, and has embedded there 
in an electrical heating element 32 which is 
energized from a battery or batteries 35 of the 
dry cell type secured in a container 33 carried 

  



3 
by the belt, the batteries being connected to 
the heater 32 by means of wires 34. 

Having described and illustrated several en 
bodiments of my invention, it is to be under 
stood that various modifications of the inven 
tion, in respect to details of construction, may 
be resorted to without doing violence to the 
spirit of the invention as defined by the follow 
ing claim. 
What claim is: 
Apparatus for applying heat to a portion of 

the human body comprising a thin-walled, hol 
low, substantially V-shaped container, a belt 
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secured to the upper ends of the legs of said 
container and adapted to Surround the body of 
the wearer at the waist, a second belt attached 
to said container at the apex thereof and adapted 
to surround the body of the Wearer below the 
waist, said belts together holding said container 
firmly against the body of the Wearer, said con 
tainer having a total breadth not materially less 
than the breadth of the lower portion of the 
abdomen of the wearer, the Width of its leg 
portions being materially less than its total width 
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and the container having a thickness materially 
less than the width of any of its portions, and 
having a flat, corrugated Wall adapted to con 
tact the body of the wearer to facilitate the 
transfer of heat from the contents of said con 
tainer to the body of the wearer. 

JOSEPHINE N. EATMAN. 
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