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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)




International Application No. PCT/ US2012/ 038614
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-38, 41, 42

A lattice composite matrix support structure comprising a
plurality of struts formed by a plurality of fiber/polymer
members which are interweaved and set in a stabilized
position and methods of manufacturing thereof.

2. claims: 39, 40

An expandable tool for producing a lattice composite matrix
support structure.

3. claims: 43-74

A two-dimensional support structure.
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Claims Nos.: 75, 76

Claims 75 and 76 do have as subject-matter "lattice structures and
methods of claims 1-74", which renders their subject-matter completely
unclear, not only with regard to the Tack of unity of invention
objection, but also with regard to the objections given as a whole in
section VIII of the present written opinion.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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