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This invention relates to multiple copy blank form
assemblies and more particularly to a multiple copy
medication order form for a hospital patient,

It is an object of the invention to improve the utility
of multiple copy order form assemblies by providing such
an assembly having a face sheet sectioned for multiple
orders, a backing sheet joined to the face sheet along one
edge, tabs formed along another edge of the two sheets
and which are separable from the two sheets by a snap-
ping action so that duplicate sheets interjacent the face
sheet and the backing sheet and joined to the tabs may
be removed from the assembly by said snapping action,

It is another object of the present invention to improve
hospital patient medication order forms by providing
such a form having a face sheet on which the physican
may prescribe a plurality of medication orders, and in-
cluding a set of separate duplicate sheets associated with
each order and which are physically separated from the
duplicate sheets associated with any other order,

Still further objects, advantages and applications of the
present invention will become apparent to one skilled in
the art to which the invention pertains upon reference to
the following detailed description of the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention and fo the accompanying
drawings in which like reference characters refer to like
parts throughout the several views and in which

FIG. 1 depicts a medication order form assembly

illustrating a preferred embodiment of the present in- 4

vention with parts cut away for purposes of clarity;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the assembly as seen from
lines 2—2 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 illustrates the separation of one of the sets of
duplicate sheets from the order form assembly,

Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrafes a pre-
ferred medication order form assembly as preferably
comprising a unitary sheet doubled along a fold line 10
to form a face sheet 12 and a backing sheet 14. The
sheets 12 and 14 preferably have a rectangular outline
with the fold line 10 formed along a long side. The
sheets 12 and 14 are formed of a paper having a weight
sufficient to withstand relatively severe handling. The
fold line 10 is perforated so that the face sheet 12 may
be separated from the backing sheet 14. A pair of aper-
tures 16 are formed along the upper short side of the
sheets 12 and 14 to assist the user in inserting the blank
form assembly in a conventional chart holder (not
shown).

The lower portion of the face sheet 12 is divided into
three similar order sections 18, Each of the order sec-
tions has printed matter relating to the medication order
and also blank spaces to be filled in with special matter
associated with a particular patient for whom the order
is prescribed by the physician. It is to be understood,
of course, the face sheet 12 is illustrated with three order
sections 18 for purposes of description only, and that
any practical number of order sections may be provided
as is desired.

A tab 20 is associated with each of the order sections
18 and forms an extension of the face sheet 12 on the
side opposite the fold line 10. The tabs 20 are separate
from one another and may be individually separated
from the face sheet 12 along a perforated line 22,

Referring to FIG. 3, the backing sheet 14 is provided
with tabs 24, each of which is associated with a tab 20
and which forms an extension of the backing sheet on
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the side opposite the fold line 10. Each of the tabs 24
may be separated from the backing sheet along a per-
forated line 26 which coincides with the perforated lines
22 on the face sheet.

As can best be seen in FIGS. 1 and 3, a duplicate form
set 28 is associated with each of the order sections 18 and
for purposes of illustration comprises three duplicate or-
der copies 30. The duplicate order copies 30 are formed
of a material characterized by the property that it pro-
duces visible indicia when subjected to pressure. Each of
the duplicate form sets 28 underlies an order section 18
so that when a pressure such as that produced by a ball
point pen or a typewriter key or the like is imposed on
the face sheet 12, indicia corresponding to the impression
or writing on the face sheet will he produced on each
of the order copies 3¢,

Normally the physician will write his prescription on
the face sheet 12 in one of the order sections 18 which
is normally considered as the “original” and which is
maintained as a permanent part of the patient’s record.
The duplicate order copies 30 are distributed to interested
parties such as the pharmacy, the business office, and a
medication file. Thus the duplicate order copies pref-
erably have substantially the identical printed matter
imposed thereon with the exception of the printed matter
defining the distribution of the particular copy. The
duplicate order copies are also preferably color coded to
assist in the distribution of the various copies.

The copies 38 of each of the duplicate form sets 28
have a generally rectangular form with the edge of one
of the short sides disposed between the tabs 26 and 24.
The tabs 20 and 24 and the edges of each of the duplicate
order copies contained therein are connected to one an-
other by a suitable adhesive. The edge of the duplicate
order copy 30 associated with the tabs 26 and 24 may be
separated from the body of the order copy along a perfo-
rated line 32. The only physical connection of the order
copies 30 with the assembly js with the tabs 20 and 24.
This connection with the tabs is sufficient to maintain the
printed matter on the duplicate order copies 3¢ aligned
with the printed matter in order sections 18 on the face
sheet 12.

The short end of each of the duplicate order copies 30
opposite the tabs 20 and 24 is dimensioned such that it is
spaced from the fold line 16." This spacing of the dupli-
cate order copies from the fold line is sufficient that the
user may impose a gripping effort on the face sheet 12 and
the backing sheet 14 without engaging the edge of the
duplicate order copies 30.

Referring to FIG. 3, when the physician has written a
prescription on one of the order sections 18 so that a re-
production of the prescription has been produced on the
individual copies of the duplicate order form 28, the order
form is removed from the order form assembly by grip-
ping the face sheet and the backing sheet 14 along their
fold line 10 so that the duplicate form set 28 is not en-
gaged, imposing a gripping effort on the tabs associated
with the order, and snapping the tabs with the order form
set away from the assembly. Thus the tab 20 is sepa-
rated from the face sheet 12 along the perforated line 22
and the tab 24 is separated from the backing sheet 14
along the perforated line 26. The tabs 20 and 24 are
simultaneously separated from the assembly to remove the
duplicate form set 28 from between the face sheet 12 and
the backing sheet 14. ‘

The perforated line 32 joining the edge of the duplicate
order copies 30 between the tabs 20 and 24 and the bodies
of the order copies is of a strength sufficient to withstand
any frictional forces imposed on the duplicate form set
28 as it is withdrawn from between the face sheet 12 and
the backing sheet 14. That is to say that when the form
set 28 is withdrawn from the assembly, the body of each
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of the order copies 38 remains attached with their leading
edge. “When the duplicate form set 28 has been entirely
removed from between the face sheet 12 and the backing
sheet 14, the order form copies 39 are individually sepa-
rated from the tabs for distribution. When each of the
duplicate form sets 28 has been filled and all have been
removed from the order form assembly, the backing sheet
14 is separated along the fold line 1¢ from the face sheel
12 to reduce the amount of paper retained as a permanent
record.

The duplicate copies 30 are each preferably provided
adjacent their upper long edge with a pressure sensitive
tape (not shown). Upon separation from the set, each
copy is individually attached to a file record or other arti-
cle with which they are associated. For instance, the
pharmacist, upon filling the prescription, attaches one of
the copies to the medicine by removing the pressure sensi-
tive tape from the copy which then is stuck to the con-
tainer holding the medicine.

It can be seen that the combination of the tabs 20 and
the tabs 24 which retain therebetween the duplicate form
set 28 and which are separable from the assembly along a
relatively short perforated line enables the order copies
to be efficiently and clearly separated from the order form
assembly. Because of this relatively clean separation of
the copies of the medication order from the original medi-
cation order, the problem encountered in order form as-
semblies of the prior art of the copies of the prescription
order tearing as they are separated from one another has
been eliminated.

1t is to be understood from the foregoing description
that various changes and modifications may be made with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention or the scope
of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A blank form assembly useful as a medication ordet
form in hospitals and the like, comprising:

(a) ‘a face sheet having arcas with printed matter as

well as blank areas to be filled in with special matter;

(b) a backing sheet underlying said face sheet and gen-

erally coextensive therewith, and said backing sheet

joined to said face sheet along a common edge of.

joinder;

(c) a plurality of face sheet tabs forming extensions
along an edge of said face sheet and each of said tabs
joined to said face sheet by a weakened line of sepa-
ration;

(d) a plurality of backing sheet tabs forming exten-
sions along an edge of said backing sheet correspond-
ing to the tab supporting edge of said face sheet and
each of said backing sheet tabs associated with one
of the face sheet tabs and joined to said backing sheet
by a weakened line of separation coinciding with the
line of separation of the corresponding face sheet tab;

(e) a duplicate sheet associated with each of said face
sheet tabs and formed of a rectangular sheet material
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capable of producing visible indicia on said duplicate
when discrete areas thereof are subjected to a pres-
sure such as by that produced by a writing pen, said
duplicate sheet disposed interjacent said face sheet
and said backing sheet and underlying the blank areas
of said face sheet to be filled in with special matter,
said duplicate sheet joined for removable attachment
to said tabs, and having its perimetric edge spaced
from the common edge of joined of said face sheet
and said backing sheet so that said duplicate sheet
may be snapped out from said assembly by applying
a gripping effort to said face sheet and said support-
ing sheet along a common edge and a second gripping
effort to the tabs associated with said duplicate sheet
so that the tabs may be separated from the face and
backing sheets along associated lines of separation
without separation from said duplicate sheet.

2. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said face
sheet is integrally connected for separation to said backing
sheet along said common edge of joinder by a weakened
lines of separation.

3. The invention as defined in claim 3 wherein said face
sheet and said backing sheet have a rectangular outline and
are joined for separation to one another along a common
long edge.

4. The invention as defined in claim 3 wherein said tabs
form extensions of said face sheet and said supporting
sheet along the long edge opposite the long edge joining
said sheets.

5. The invention as defined in claim 1 inchiding a plu-
rality of said duplicate sheets associated with each of said
tabs and each of said duplicate sheets has a similar rec-
tangular outline with a short edge associated with said
tabs, and the length of said duplicate sheets dimensioned
so that the opposite short edge is spaced from the com-
mon edge of joinder of said face sheet and said backing
sheet.

6. The invention as defined in claim 1, wherein said
duplicate sheets have a rectangular outline with one short
edge associated with said tabs and the other short edge
spaced from the common line of joinder of said face sheet
and said backing sheet, and wherein the long edges of the
duplicate sheet associated with each tab are spaced from
the long edges of the duplicate sheet of the adjacent tab.
.7 The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein the coms-
mon edges of joinder of the face sheet and the backing and
the common edge where said gripping effort is applied is
the same.
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