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My invention relates to and has for its 
purpose the provision of a rack which is ca 
pable of holding a multiplicity of ordinary 
towels in such manner that the individual 

5 and Suecessive use, thereof is permitted, 
while all of the towels are securely locked 
against theft. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . It is also a purpose of my invention to 
'' provide a towel rack of the above described 
10 character which is capable of holding a roll 

towel to permit its use in the usual manner 
and to securely lock the towel against theft. 
I will describe...only one form of towel 

Track embodying my invention and will then 
15 point out the novel, features thereof in plate : . . . . 

". . . . designated at T are adapted to be received 
with the pins 20 extending through the open 
edges of the several towels so that the latter 

70 

claims. . . . . . . . . 
. . In the accompanying drawings, . . . . . . 
. . . . Figure. 1 is a view, showing in perspective 
C One form of towel rack embodying my in 
20 vention in applied position to a wall; . . Figures 2 and 3 are enlarged fragmen 

tary sectional views, taken on 
and 3-3 of Figure. 1; . . . 

; : Figure 4 is a fragmentary 
25 

of the towel supporting plate broken away; 

the lines 2-2 
plan view of 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3. 
showing my inventon as a roll towel sup 
porting rack, . . . . . . 

Similar reference characters refer to simi 30 - 
lar parts in each of the several views. . . . Referring specifically to the drawings, my 
invention, in its present embodiment, com 
prises a frame having a stationary part an 

35. 
part and adapted to carry a multiplicity of 
towels with means for locking the movable - part of the stationary part to prevent theft 
of the towels. The stationary part of the 

40 frame comprises spaced parallel arms 15 
formed at one of their ends with disks 16 

... through which screws or other suitable fas 
tening members are adapted to extend for 

... securing the frame as a unit...in horizontal 
45 position upon a wall, as illustrated in Fig 
lure 1. These arms: 15 are rigidly connected 
by a brace rod 17, the arms and rod being 
preferably of tubular form so as to render 
them light and to allow the arms to accom. 

50 modate latching and locking means, as will 
be described more fully hereinafter. 

rod 18 and it is provided at regular inter 
vals along its length with forwardly ex 
able openings formed in the rod 18, as clear 
ly illustrated in Figure 3. Between the 

the rack shown in Figure. 1 with a portion. 

pivoted at the point indicated at 22 on a 
another part removable from the stationary ple -- " . . - 

the rod 18. The arms of each pair extend 

The outer ends of the arms 15 are con 
structed to accommodate the end portions 
of the removable part of the frame, and 
Such part includes a connecting rod 18 and 55. 
a plate 19 arranged at the inner side of the 
Od. 18, as shown in Figure 2, so as to be 

interposed between the rod and the ends of 
the arms. This plate 19 is curved trans 
Versely to conform to the curvature of the 60 

tended pins 20 which extend through suit 

plate and the rod a multiplicity of towels. 

are Suspended from the rack as clearly illus 
trated in Figure 1. With the plate and rod 
in applied position, as, illustrated, the pins 
serve to secure the towels against removal 
from the rack, and the towels are prefer ably arranged in overlapped relation on the 
rack, as shown in Figure 1, so that they 
may be separately and successively used, and 
after, the use of each towel it is thrown up 
wardly and rearwardly so as to drop over 
the rod 17. - - - - - 80 
To assemble the rod and plate with respect to the arms, I provide a latching means 

which, in the present instance, comprises two 
pairs of arms 21 with each pair crossed and 

a ': 8 ". . . . 85 

late 23 secured within the adjacent end of 
through slots 24 in the rod 18, the outer 
ends of the arms being formed with handles 
25 which are adapted to be gripped in ma-.. oo 
nipulating the arms, while the inner ends 
of the arms are formed with sets of teeth 
26 normally urged into engagement with . 
sets of teeth 2(formed on the inner wall 
of the corresponding arm 15, a spring 28 
being interposed between the arms for urg 
ing the teeth, to the position described. The 
teeth 26 and 27 are reversely disposed and 
when in engagement with each other serve 
to, latch the arms against withdrawal from 100 
the arm 15 so that the rod and plate, are 
secured in proper position upon the arm, 
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2. 

To prevent unauthorized removal of the 
plate and rod from the arms through ma 
nipulation of the arms 21 to cause their teeth 
to disengage the teeth of the arms 15, I pro 
vide two locking means, one for each pair of 
arms 21. As clearly illustrated in Figure 2, 
each locking means comprises a sliding bolt 
29 mounted in the arm 15 to occupy an ad 
vanced position as shown, in which it is inter 
posed between the inner ends of the arms 21 
so as to maintain the teeth 26 in engagement 
with the teeth 27. It is to be particularly 
noted that the head of the bolt 29 is of 
wedge form, so that it may readily enter 
between the arms 21 and effectively secure 
the teeth 26 in engagement with the teeth 27. 
This bolt 29 is adapted to be manually 
moved to the advanced or locking position 
by sliding of a pin 30 in a slot 31 of the 
arm 15. The movement of the bolt to re 
tracted position is effected through the me 
dium of a key (not shown) insertible into 
a key-hole 32 to engage a latch 33 so that 
the lug 34 thereof is moved out of the recess 
35 of the bolt 29, continuing the movement 
of the key engaging within the recess 36 
of the bolt, and thus sliding the latter to 

30 

retracted position. 
tracted position, the arms 21 can now be 

With the bolt in re 

gripped at the handles 25 and compressed, 
thereby moving the teeth 26 out of engage 
ment with the teeth 27 and against the ten 

35 

sion of the spring 28, whereby the arms can 
be removed from the arms 15. In this man 
ner, the rod 18 and the plate 19 can be re 
moved from the arms 15 to allow applica 
tion or removal of towels to or from the 

to lock the bolt 29 in the advanced position 
so that the latter cannot be moved to re 
rack. It is to be noted that the lug 34 serves 

tracted position by the pin 30, Although I have described the rack as adapted for the supporting of a multiplicity 
45 

of towels of the ordinary construction, my 
invention is also adaptable to the support 
ing of a roll towel, and as illustrated in Fig 
ure 5 a roll towel 37 can be extended around 
plate 19 and the rod 18 so that with the 

50 
towel locked in position upon the frame the 
latter can be rolled to present any portion 
of its length for convenient use. 
Although I have herein shown and de 

scribed only one form of towel rack embody 
sing my invention, it is to be understood that 

55 
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various changes and modifications may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit of the invention and the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A towel rack comprising a frame hav 

ing a stationary part and a removable part, 
the latter including companion towel clamp 
ing members one of which is secured be 
tween the other member and the stationary 
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part, co-acting latching means on the sta 
tionary part and the said other member for 
seculing the removable part to the stationary 

65 

part to prevent Femoval of the towels, and 
means for locking 
against release. 

2. A towel lack comprising a frame, in 
cluding a pair of arms, a towel supporting 

the latching means 
70 

rod connecting the arms, means for latching 
the rod to the arms comprising arms ar 
ranged in pairs in the ends of the rod and 
pivoted and crossed on the rod, the crossed 
arms extending into the frame arms; co 
acting teeth on the frame arms and crossed 
arms, yieldable means for urging the crossed 
arms So that their teeth will engage the teeth 
of the frame arms to secure the crossed arms 
against removal from the frame, and han 
dles on the crossed arms projecting from the 
rod by which the arms can be operated to 
cause the teeth thereof to disengage the teeth 
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of the frame arms, and means for locking their 
latching means to prevent removal of the 
rod and the towels carried thereby. 
'3. A towel rack comprising a frame, in 

cluding a pair of arms, a towel supporting 90 
'Od connecting the arms, means for latch. 
ing the rod to the arms comprising arms 
arranged in pairs in the ends of the rod 
and pivoted and crossed on the rod, the 
Crossed-arms extending into the frame arms, 95 
co-acting teeth on the frame arms, and 
Crossed arms, yieldable means for urging the 
crossed alms so that their teeth will engage 
the teeth of the frame arms to secure the 
crossed arms against removal from the 
frame, and handles on the crossed arms pro jecting from the rod by which the arms can 
be operated to cause the teeth thereof to 
disengage the teeth of the frame arms, and means for locking the latching means to 
prevent removal of the rod and the towels 
carried thereby comprising locking bolts 
movable in the frame arms to be extended 
between the arms of each pair of crossed 
alms to maintain the teeth thereof in en 
gagement with the teeth of the frame arms. 
4. A towel rack comprising a frame in 

cluding a pair of arms having teeth therein, 
a towel Supporting rod connecting the arms, 
means for latching the rod to the arms com 

I prising toothed arms arranged in pairs and 
pivoted in the rod, and means for locking 
the latching means to prevent removal of 
the rod and the towels carried thereby com 
prising locking bolts movable in the frame 
alms to be extended between the arms of 
each pair of crossed arms to maintain the 
teeth thereof in engagement with the teeth 
of the frame arms. . . . 5. A towel rack comprising a frame in 
cluding a pair of arms having teeth therein, 
a towel Supporting rod connecting the arms, 
means for latching the rod to the arms com 
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pivoted in the rod, and means for locking 
the latching means to prevent removal of 
the rod and the towels carried thereby com 
prising bolts manually movable in the frame 
arms to a locking position in which it is 
disposed between the arms of each pair of 

prising toothed arms arranged in pairs and crossed arms to maintain the teeth thereof ... " 
in engagement with the teeth of the frame 
arms, means for securing the bolts in locking 10 
position, and key-operated means for retract 
ing the bolts from between the crossed arms. 

ANDREW W. AUBREY. 

  


