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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

"JOHN J. SARWER, OF PIGGOTT, ARKANSAS. 

FENCE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Tetters Patent, No. 568,078, dated September 22, 1896. 
Application filed May 18, 1896, Serial No, 591.942, . (No model.) 

70 (ZZZ ??7/h0Im?, Zé 7)?/(t¢/ C07b¢¢7°7b; 
Be it known that I, JOHN L. SARVER, of the 

city of Pig.gott, Clay county, State of Arkam 
SaS, haWe in wented Certain meW and useful Im 
prowements in Fences, of Which the following 
is a full, clea]]', and exact description; refer'- 
ence being had to the accompanying draW 
ingS, forming a pa]'t here0f. 
My invention relates to fences; and it, com 

Sists in the noWel COnStruction, combination, 
and arrangement of partS hereimafter ShOwn, 
described, and claimed. 
Figure 1 is an outside elewation of my im 

prowed fence. Fig. 2 is an inside eleWation. 
Fig. 8 is a top plam wiew. Fig. 4 is a wel'ti 
cal Sectional wiew On the line 4 4 Of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a, vertical Sectional View Similar' tO 
Fig. 4, sh0Wing a modified construction. . . Fig. 
6 is a wieW of a double-pointed Spike of which 
I make use. H'ig. 7 is a werffical Sectional 
view on the line 7 7 of F'ig. 2 and illustrates 
the use of the Spike shOWn in F'ig. 6. H'ig. 8 
is an inside elewation of a modified form of 
fence. I'igS. 9 and 10 are vieWS Of Stakes of 
which I make use in repairing my fence. 
In the construction of my improwed fence 

It make use of the postS 1, Set in the ground 
in the Ordinary. Way, and the rails 2 are at 
tached to the posts by means of the Wire 3. 
The rail 2* is placed with one end upon the 
ground and adjacent tOthe pOSt, and a double 
pointed Spike 4 (shOWn in B'ig. , 6) is placed 
betWeen the rail and the post in.a horizontal 
position, with One point in the rail and . One 
point in the post, and then the rail is driven 
firmly against, the p0St, thus embedding One 
end of the Spike in the post and One end in 
the rail. The wire is passed around the rail 
and tied to itself, thuS forming a mOOse which 
is draWn tightly around the rail. Then the 
wire is paSSed around the post and brought 
back Owen' the upper edge of the Tail at a 
point on the Opposite Side of the post from 
that to which the wire Wa.S. first attaChed. 
Then one of the spikeS 4 is placed in a wer 
tical position apprOXimately in the center of 
the space between where the tWO Wires croSS 
the rail. Then the rail 2" is placed with One 
of its ends upon the ground adjacent to the 
next post and the other One of itS ends rest 
ing upon the point of Said Spike. The end 
of the rail 2", Which rests upon the point of 

" said post, Or rail. 

the Spike, is then driven dOWn against the 
rail 2*, thus embedding one half of the Spike 
in the rail 2* and the other half of the spike 
in the rail2°. The rail2° may then be preSSed 
outWardly away from the post a, Sufficient; 
distance to allow of the insertion of the Spike 
between the rail and the post, after Which 
the rail 2" is driven firmly against the post, 
thus embedding One half of Said spike in the 
post, and the other half in the rail 2". Then 
the wire 8 is passed upWardly behind the rail 
2°, then ower the upper edge of said rail and 
forwardly around the post, and back Ower the 
edge of said rail at the side of the p0st op 
posite the point, where the Wire first GrOSSed ? 
Said rail. Another One of the SpikeS 4 is in 
Serted between the opposite end of Said rail 
2" " and the post adjacent thereto, and Said 
rail is driven into position. Then a second 
One of the WireS 8 is passed around Said rail 
and tied tO it Self, and the Operation, as here 
tOfore described, is continued, the Wire paSS 
ing first around the ]'ail and then around the 
pOst, and them around the next rail and again 
a]'Ound the pOSt, and the Spikes being inserted 
as required until a fence has been constructed 
of the desired height. Then the Wire is paSSed 
around the post, draWn tightly, and then 
twisted upon itself, , as required, to hold the 
rails firmly in their pOSition. 
The Spike 4 is not intended to perform the 

function of an Ordinary headed mail. It iS 
simply inserted between the rail and the post 
Or' between tWO rails for the purpose of pre 
wenting Said rails from sliding upon each 
other ' or from sliding upon the faGe of the 
post. It is ObwiOus that, as long as the Wire 

| holds the rail .. firmly against the post Said 
rail cannot slide either downwardly or longi 
tudinally out, of position. 
The Spike 4 has aum ammular lug 5, encircling 

itS center and ' tapers both Ways from Said 
1ug. It is Short and necessarily wery strong 
in proportion to itS Size and Weight. It is in 
tended tO |penetrate but a short distance into 
the p0st or rail and Will not materially injure 

It is not neceSSary that 
the Spikes 4be inserted betWeen the meeting 
faces of the rails umaleSS Said rails be So pOSi 
tioned Or of Such shape that they would have 
a tendency to slide endwise Out of the loOp 
formed by the Wire. When the bottom rail 
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* upon each Other. 

'restS upOn the g1'Oumd and the fence is built; 
by placing one rail upon the other, it is not 
necessary that the Spikes be inserted be 
tWeen the rails and the post to prewent the 
rails from slipping endwise if they are im 
Serted betWeen the meeting faces of the railS. 
While they may be inserted both'between the 
meeting faces of the rails and between the 
rail and pOSt, I prefer to insert them. Only 
betWeen the I'ail and p0St. ~ 
The Spikes 4 are especially, useful in COn 

Structing a fence Such as is shown in IF'ig. 8, 
Where the rails are Spread apart and dO not rest 

The position of the SpikeS 
is shown in dotted lines. When the end of 
the fen(*e is reached, as at the post 1" in Fig. 
8, the insertion of the Spikes 4 Will hold the 
1rails in their prOper position and thuS do 
a:Way with the necessity of placing blocks be 
t/Ween the ends of the rails. 
In the construction shown in Fig. 5 a, hole 

is b0red diagonally d0WmWard from the up 
per front edge of the Tail through the pOSt, 
and the end of the Wire 8 is draWn tightly 
thrOugh the aperture thus formed and a plug 
6 iS driven into Said aperture to hold Said 
WiI'e Securely in position. 
When it is desi]'ed to remOve a defective 

rail and Substitute a good rail, either of the 
dewices shown in Figs. 9 and 1() may be em 
ployed. In Fig. 9 a b0ard 8 is employed and 
is motched to form' the projections {). The 
board is pointed upon its lower end, and when 
it is desired to repair the fel1ce one of the 
b0ards 8 is driven into the ground on the op 
pOSite Side of the rails 2 from the post and 
CloSe tO said I'ails. The wim'e 8 is then loOSened 
at itS upper end and unWound from the rails 
and pOSt, and as the rails become lOOse by 
the umWinding Of the Wire they are mowed 
Sidewise and placed · upon the projectionS 9 
of the b0ard 8, where they remain until the | 

defective rail has been 1remowed and replacefl 
by a gOOd rail. Then the rails are again 
placed in position and the Wire is Wound up 
again aS before. 

. The Stake 10 (sh0Wn in Fig. 10) may be Sub 
Stituted for the board 8, and SpikeS 11 are 
driven into the stake and take the place of 
the projections 9 upon said board. Other 
wise the operation is the Same as that just 
described. 
One Of the gI'eat adWantageS Of my im 

proved fence is the fact that, in a rough coun 
try there is no limit to the amount Of crOOkS 
both up and down and to the right and left 
that may be made With the fence. 
My improwed fence is cheap and simple in 

construction, is very durable and easily re 
paired, and p0SSeSSeS many other' adwantages 
Ower the fem Ces heretOfore in use. 

I Claim 
1. In a fence, the combination. Of postS Set 

in the ground, I'ails placed against Said pOStS, 
double-pointed Spikes placed with one end of 
each, Spike in a post and the Opposite end in 
a, rail, and WireS WOund around Said rails and 
arOund Said postS to hold Said rails against 
Said pOStS, Substantially aS Specified. 

2. In a fence, the combination. Of postS Set 
in the ground, rails placed against Said posts, 
double - pointed Spikes placed between the 
meeting faces of the Trails with One point of 
each spike in each Trail, and Wires WOund 
around Said rails and said posts to hold said 
railS against Said pOStS, Substantially aS Speci 
fied. 
In testimony Whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JNO). IL. SARVER. 

WitmeSSes: 
W. E. SPENCE, 
W. M. ANDERSON. 
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