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This invention relates to portable electric
lamps, and more especially to that type of
lamp known as a flashlight and comprising
a tubular casing provided at one end with
a bulb and lens and having a switch mecha-
nism mounted on said casing in convenient
position for operation by the thumb of the
hand holding the flashlight.

An object of this invention is a means of
supporting such a flashlight in an inclined
position upon a horizontal surface and for
suspending it from a hook or the like in
substantially vertical position with the lens
end of the flashlight directed upwardly.

According to this invention, a metal sup-
‘porting member or bail is hinged to the con-
tact box in which is arranged the switch
mechanism, preferably at the end thereof
adjacent the lens, and conforms generally

to the periphery of the contact box, so that

when in inoperative position, it fits snugly
around the contact box out of the way.
Means are provided for maintaining the
supporting member in angular relation to
the casing, and the supporting member is so
formed as to provide two spaced feet or the
like.  When the supporting member is an-
gularly arranged in inclined position with
respect to the casing and the flashlight is
placed upon a horizontal surface, it is sup-
ported in an inclined position and may be
directed toward any object which it is de-
sired to illuminate. The flashlight may also
be suspended from a hook or the like by
swinging the supporting member beyond
“the position assumed by it when acting as
a pedestal. In such position, the flashlight
will assume an approximately vertical posi-
tion' with its lens end dirvected upwardly.

Other objects, novel features and ‘advan-
tages of this invention will be apparent
from the following specification and accom-
panying drawings, wherein -

Figure 1 is a plan view of a lamp em-
bodying the invention with the supporting
member in inoperative position;

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the lamp with
the supporting member acting as a pedestal;
and o

Fig. 8 is an exploded view of the crontactr

box and supporting member.

The flashlight comprises a tubular casing
10 having a base cap 11 at one end and at
the other end a cap 12 in which is mounted
a lens 13. Within the cap 12 but not shown

are arranged the bulb and reflector common
to flashlights of this character. Mounted on
on the casing 10 adjacent the cap 12 is a
contact box 14 in which is provided a switch
mechanism for controlling the flow of cur-
rent from the battery (not shown) within
the casing 10 to the bulb in the cap 12, this
switch mechanismn- being operable by the
thumb of the hand holding the lamp.

A supporting member or bail 15 is piv-
otally connected to that end of the contact
box 14 adjacent the cap 12 by having its
ends projecting through aperfures formed
in the wall of the contact box. The contour

of the bail 15 conforms generally to the pe- 7

riphery of the contact box 14, so that, in
the position shown in Figure 1, it fits snug-
ly around the contact box and is held in
such position by frictional contact between
it and the periphery of the contact box. The
contact box 14 is indented as at 16 adjacent
the pivotal points of the bail 15, and, when
the latter is in the position shown in Fig. 2,
the arms of the bail snap into the indenta-
tions 16, thereby holding the bail in angular
relation to the casing 10. The bail is formed
to provide two loops or feet 17. When the
flashlight is supported in the position shown
in.Fig. 2, the feet 17 and the base cap 11
form points of support for the casing.
The flashlight may be supported in an
approximately vertical position by swinging
the bail 15 so that its closed end projects to-
ward the cap 12 and arranging the closed
end over a hook or the like. In this posi-

tion, the weight of the battery is carried by

the spring provided at the base of the lamp
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and the lens end of the lamp is limited in

its movement, thereby greatly reducing the
possibility of its striking any object and
injuring the lens or the bulb.

It is understood, of.course, that various
modifications may be made in the structural
details of the device above described with-

-out in any way departing from the spirit of

the invention as defined in the appended
claims.
I claim: -
1. In a flashlight, a casing, a contact box
on said casing, a bail pivotally connected to

“said contact box and being arranged to ex-

tend around said contact box when not in
use, and means for maintaining said bail in
angular relation to said casing. .o

2. In a flashlight, a casing, a contact box
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on said casing, a bail pivotally connected to
said contact box and being arranged to-ex-
tend around said contact box when- not in
use, and means for maintaining said bail in
angular relation to saild casing, said-bail
being formed to provide at least two points
of support. I
3. In a flashlight, a casing, a contact box

“on said casing, a bail having its ends ex-

tending into apertures in the wall of said
contact box, indentations in said wall to re-
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ceive the arms of said- bail to maintain the
latter in angular relation to said casing, said
bail being formed to provide two spaced
points of support and being of the same
general configuration as' said contact. box
whereby it may be arranged around said
contact box when not in use.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.

HARRY M. KORETZKY.
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