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(57) ABSTRACT 

A container having: a lid having a first and secondbreachable 
portions; the first breachable portion capable of being 
breached to permit passage of the container contents there 
through; the second breachable portion separate from the 
first, the second breachable portion capable of being breached 
to allow at least partial depressurisation of the container, a 
single piece opening member attached at Substantially one 
end thereof to the lid and having a first end for impinging on 
the first breachable portion to breach same; and a second end 
of the single piece opening member includes a protrusion 
capable upon a downward application of force of impinging 
on and breaching the second breachable portion on the con 
tainer lid to equalise pressure between the container contents 
and the external environment. 
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breachable portion may contaminate the container contents 
and/or interfere with the user during drinking from the con 
tainer. 

0027. In another embodiment at least one said breachable 
portion is formed from a relatively thinner portion of material 
than the Surrounding lid. 
0028. In yet another embodiment at least one said breach 
able portion is formed from a relatively weaker portion of 
material than the Surrounding lid. 
0029 Preferably the second breachable portion is substan 

tially rectilinear. 
0030. In one preferred embodiment the second breachable 
portion includes a perimeter comprising two opposing sides 
and a curved end connecting the two opposing sides. 
0031 Preferably the second breachable portion has a 
smaller surface area than the first breachable portion. 
0032 Preferably the second breachable portion is less than 
one fifth of the surface area of the first breachable portion. 
0033 Preferably the area of the second breachable portion 
is less than approximately 2.4x10 m. 
0034 Preferably the second breachable portion is substan 

tially rectilinear. 
0035. Preferably the opening member is a pull-tab as 

utilised on known soft-drink cans. 

0036. According to another aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a pull-tab for attachment to a container 
Substantially as hereinbefore described, the pull-tab includ 
ing: 

0037 a first end for impinging on the first breachable 
portion to breach same, and 

characterised in that said pull-tab includes a protrusion 
capable of impinging on and breaching the second breachable 
portion to equalise pressure between the container contents 
and the external environment. 

0038 Preferably the protrusion is formed integrally with 
the pull-tab. The protrusion may thus be formed during the 
moulding and folding process of typical pull-tabs alleviating 
the need for retrofitting of additional members. 
0039. According to another aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a container lid for a container substantially 
as hereinbefore described, the container lid including: 

0040 the first and second breachable portions: 
0041 the opening member having a first end for 
impinging on the first breachable portion to breach 
same, and 

characterised in that said opening member includes a protru 
sion capable of impinging on and breaching the second 
breachable portion on the container lid. 
0042. According to another aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method of opening a container as claimed 
in any one of the previous claims, said method including the 
steps of: 

0043 breaching the second breachable portion to at 
least partially depressurise the container, 

0044) breaching the first breachable portion to permit 
passage of the container contents. 

0045. The present invention may thus provide significant 
advantages over the prior art, including provision of a con 
tainer capable of a controlled depressurisation before opening 
the first breathable portion and thereby ameliorate the risk of 
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rapid depressurisation and egression of the container contents 
out of the main breachable portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0046. Further aspects and advantages of the present inven 
tion will become apparent from the following description 
which is given by way of example only and with reference to 
the accompanying drawings in which: 
0047 FIG. 1 Shows a side perspective view of a container 
according to one preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion; and, 
0048 FIG. 2 Shows a side perspective view of the con 
tainer of FIG. 1 with the second breachable portion breached. 

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

0049 FIGS. 1 and 2 show a container according to one 
preferred embodiment in the form of an aluminium soft drink 
can as generally indicated by arrow 1. 
0050. It will be readily appreciated by one skilled in the art 
that numerous embodiments are possible and that the 
example of an aluminium Soft drink can is purely exemplary 
and in no way limiting. 
0051. The soft drink can (1) is generally cylindrical and 
has a lid (2) with first and second breachable portions (3, 4) 
formed by scoring a region of the can lid (2) along peripheral 
boundaries (5, 6) around the breachable portions (3, 4). The 
scoring (5,6) provides a weakened region which will rupture 
when sufficient pressure is placed on each breachable portion 
(3, 4). 
0.052 The first breachable portion (3) is significantly 
larger than the second breachable portion (4) to allow a user to 
pour the contents of the can (1). The second breachable por 
tion (4) is Smaller to allow depressurisation without signifi 
cant egression of the can (1) contents. 
0053. The second breachable portion (4) includes two 
scored sides (6), a scored curved end (not shown) and one 
un-scored side (7) which, when the secondbreachable portion 
(4) is breached, acts as a hinge to retain the breachable portion 
(4) of lid (2) and prevents the breached portion (4") from 
falling into the can (1). 
0054 The exemplary can (1) shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 is 
sized such that the two scored sides (6) are approximately 6.5 
mm in length and separated by the un-scored side of length 
approximately 3.8 mm, although it will be appreciated the 
dimensions of the breachable portions (3, 4) may be adapted 
to Suit the particular container. 
0055. A pull-tab (8) is riveted to the lid (2) with a rivet (9) 
between the two breachable portions (3, 4) and includes a first 
end (8a) adapted to impinge on and breach the first breachable 
portion (3) and a second end (8b) having a protrusion (10) 
which is adapted to breach the second breachable portion (4) 
when pushed against the second breachable portion (4), as is 
shown in FIG. 2. 

0056. The protrusion (10) is formed during the manufac 
ture of the pull-tab (8) by including additional portions of 
aluminium on the tab (8) when cast in a die. The additional 
portions may then be folded together to form the protrusion 
(10). In the example shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the protrusion 
(10) extends approximately 4 mm from the pull-tab second 
end (8b) and is approximately 3 mm wide at its widest point. 




