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PATO TABLE TRAY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to trays and, in particular, 
to Service trayS. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Trays are commonly used to Support or Serve food and 
beverages. 

TrayS may have compartments or other design features for 
carrying specific items or Suited for Specific purpose. For 
example, U.S. Design Pat. Nos. 219,051 to Eckdahl and 
145,764 to Zelov disclose trays having various compart 
ments. U.S. Design Pat. No. 135,524 to Johnstone discloses 
an infants weaning tray having a bib-like shape. 
As well, U.S. Pat. No. 5,390,798 to Yanu ZZi describes a 

Support tray having a first and a Second opening designed to 
receive a beverage vessel and food plate, respectively, in a 
non-top heavy fashion. The tray also has a first and a Second 
thumb notch which allow the tray to be carried by both the 
right and left hand. 

Trays for attachment to a vertical post are also known, 
such as that disclosed in U.S. Design Pat. No. 324,148 to 
Dickman. U.S. Design Pat. No. 291,635 also to Dickmnan 
discloses a portable tray for attachment to a beach umbrella. 
U.S. Pat. No. 2,805,109 to Kopmar is similarly directed to 
a removable table attachment for beach umbrellas compris 
ing a central aperture for attachment to the umbrella Shaft. 
A patio table is commonly used with an umbrella, which, 

typically, is mounted on the table by attaching the post of the 
umbrella to an aperture or other opening centrally provided 
on the table. The presence of the post on the table provides 
an obstruction which may interfere with the central place 
ment of a tray carrying various items of food or beverages. 
This may be particularly problematic if an orderly, central 
placement of various food or beverage item is desired for the 
table. 

The present invention is directed to a tray which is useful 
for use with a patio table having a post. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, this invention relates to a Service tray for 
placement on a patio table having a post extending above a 
top Surface of the table, Said tray comprising: 

a base having a slot for receiving Said post, Said Slot 
having a length and a Substantially uniform width, and 
extending from an outward opening inwardly to a 
central region of Said base, Said slot defining first and 
Second opposed Side edges for guiding Said tray about 
Said post and an inner edge extending from Said first 
Side edge to Said Second Side edge in Said central region 
for engagement with Said post wherein Said length is 
Substantially greater than Said width; and a peripheral 
wall extending upwardly from Said base, along a 
periphery of Said base, and around a circumference of 
Said base Such that said wall is continuous and Said wall 
extends along Side of, and around, Said slot. 

In another aspect, this invention relates to a Service tray 
for placement on a patio table having a post extending above 
a top Surface of the table, Said tray comprising: a base having 
a generally circular outline; Said base having a slot for 
receiving Said post, Said slot having a length and a Substan 
tially uniform width, Sand extending from an outward open 
ing radially into a central region of Said base, Said Slot 
defining first and Second opposed side edges for guiding Said 
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2 
tray about Said post and an inner edge extending from Said 
first Side edge to Said Second Side edge in Said central region 
for engagement with Said post wherein Said length is Sub 
Stantially greater than Said width; a peripheral wall extend 
ing upwardly from Said base, along a periphery of Said base, 
and around a circumference of Said base Such that Said wall 
is continuous and Said wall extends along Side of, and 
around, Said Slot. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of this embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, a preferred tray of the present 
invention is generally designated by the numeral 10. This 
tray 10 comprises a base 12 having a top face and a bottom 
face. The bottom face may be substantially flat for place 
ment on a table. The top face may also be Substantially flat, 
or it may be compartmentalized to carry Specific food and 
beverage items. Tray 12 further comprises an outwardly 
opening Slot 14, having a Substantially uniform width, which 
extends inwardly to a central portion of base 12. 

There is, extending from base 12 an upwardly extending 
wall 16 having handle slots 18. Wall 16 extends along a 
periphery of base 12 and around a circumference of base 12 
Such that wall 16 is continuous and extends along Side of, 
and around slot 14. Wall 16 helps to retain the various items 
within the tray, and, together with handle slots 18, facilitate 
the carrying of the tray. Handle slots 18, on the underside, 
may be reinforced with plastic ribbing to facilitate gripping 
of the handle holes. 

The tray of the present invention may be injection molded 
plastic or any other Suitable material, Such as wood and 
metal. 

In use, tray 10 may be placed in the centre of a patio table 
even though an umbrella post or other Such obstructive post 
may be centrally placed on the table, by Sliding the post into 
slot 14 until the inner end of slot 12, at the central portion 
of the tray, abuts the post. With the post received by slot 14, 
the tray 10 may be rotated about the post such that the tray 
functions as a “lazy-Susan'. AS patio table posts are gener 
ally round, the inner contour of slot 14 at its inner end is 
generally rounded to complement the shape of the post. This 
further facilitates rotating tray 10 about the post. The Sub 
Stantially flat bottom face of base 12 also facilitates rotating 
of tray 10 about the post, as well as even placement of the 
tray on the table. Moreover, the generally circular shape of 
tray 10 ensures that the same area of the table is occupied by 
tray 10 as it is slidably rotated about the post and therefore, 
the tray may be rotated about the post without displacing or 
otherwise interfering with other objects placed on the table. 

Although the preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion is shown as a round tray, the tray according to the 
present invention may be of variety of shapes. Similarly, the 
inner contour of slot 14 may be varied to complement the 
shape of the post. The width of slot 14 may also be varied 
to conform to the diameter of the post on the table. 
One skilled in the art will readily appreciate that numer 

ous other modifications and variations of the present inven 
tion are possible without departing from the Scope or Spirit 
of the present invention. Such modifications and variations 
are therefore also within the Scope of the present invention. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A Service tray for placement on a table having a post 

extending above a top Surface of the table, Said tray com 
prising: 

a base having a slot for receiving Said post, Said Slot 
having a length and a Substantially uniform width, Sand 
extending from an outward opening inwardly to a 
central region of Said base, Said slot defining first and 
Second opposed Side edges for guiding Said tray about 
Said post and an inner edge extending from Said first 
Side edge to Said Second Side edge in Said central region 
for engagement with Said post wherein Said length is 
Substantially greater than Said width; 

a peripheral wall extending upwardly from Said base, 
along a periphery of Said base, and around a circum 
ference of Said base Such that wall is continuous and 
Said wall extends along Side of, and around, Said slot. 

2. The service tray of claim 1 wherein said base has a 
circular outline punctuated by Said slot. 

3. The service tray of claim 2 wherein said slot extends 
radially in Said base to a central axis of Said base. 

4. The service tray of claim 1 wherein said peripheral wall 
defines an elongate slot for use as a handle. 

5. The service tray of claim 1 wherein said inner edge of 
Said slot is rounded to facilitate a rotating coupling with Said 
post. 

6. A Service tray for placement on a table having a post 
extending above a top Surface of the table, Said tray com 
prising: 
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a base having a generally circular outline; 
Said base having a slot for receiving Said post, Said slot 

having a length and a Substantially uniform width, and 
extending from an outward opening radially in to a 
central region of Said base, Said slot defining first and 
Second opposed Side edges for guiding Said tray about 
Said post and an inner edge extending from Said first 
Side edge to Said Second Side edge in Said central region 
for engagement with Said post wherein Said length is 
Substantially greater than Said width; 

a peripheral wall extending upwardly from Said base, 
along a periphery of Said base, and around a circum 
ference of Said base Such that Said wall is continuous 
and Said wall extends along Side of, and around, Said 
slot. 

7. The service tray of claim 6 wherein said inner edge of 
Said slot is rounded to facilitate a rotating coupling with Said 
pOSt. 

8. The service tray of claim 6 wherein said peripheral wall 
defines an elongate slot for use as a handle. 

9. The service tray of claim 6 wherein said first and 
Second Side edges are parallel. 

10. The service tray of claim 1 wherein said first and 
Second Side edges are parallel. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT ANDTRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 
5,803,265 PATENT NO. : 

DATED September 8, 1998 
INVENTOR(S) : Jerome W. Bergerman 

it is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby 
corrected as shown below: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1, column 3, line 6, cancel "sand" and 
insert --and--. 

Claim 1, column 3, line 16, after "said base such that" 
insert --said--. 

Signed and Sealed this 
Twenty-third Day of February, 1999 

3.72% 
Q. TODD DICKNSON 

Artesting Officer Acting Commissioner of Patients and Trademarks 

  


