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This invention relates to tew and useful fin-
provémeiits in clothes hangers,

This application is directed to smilar subjset
matter as diselosed i my copendirig’ appliestion
for & clothes hanger Serial o 627,968, fited- No-
venmiber 10, 1945,

This application particularly covers itiproved
handles for operatinig the pair of shoulder piéces
o that the hangsr may be readily’ manfpulated
with one hand. With the improved Handle pers
tionis it is 8 simple matter to pivot the shoulder
pieces of the hanger.

The invention also proposes new and improved
lateh means for releasably holding the handle
portions together. .

Ancther object of the invention is the con-
striction of 4 device ag described, Which is sini-
ple and durable and which may be manufactured
and scld at a reasonable cost.

For further comprehension- of the invention,
arid of the objects and advantages theresf, fef«
erence will be had to the following -descrintion
and accompanying drawings, and to the append-
ed claims in which the variots novel festures of
the itivention are more particulaily set' forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming 4 fna-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a clothes hanger
constructed in accordatice with one form of this
invention, the dot and dash lines sehematically
indicate a partially closed positicn of the hati-
ger.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary horizontal sectiohal
view taken on the line 22 of Fig, 1. :

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sections]l view taken - on
the line 3-8 of Fig, 1.

Fig. 4 is-a side elevational view of atiother
clothés hanger embodying afiother form of ‘this
invention,.

Fig. 5 18 a fragtmentary enlarged horizorifal
sectional view taken on the litie 55 of ‘Pig. 4.

Fig. 6 is & fragmentafyqelevatmnal view of
still another clothes hanger constructed in s
cordazice with- still aticthef form of this invén-
tion.

Fig. 718 & fragmenitary sectional view taken on
the lirie 1—7 of Fig. 6.

Pig. 8 is a fragmentary enlarged transverse
sectional view taken on the lihe 8§--§ of Pig. 7.

The new and improved clothes Hanger; 45 il
lustrated in Figs. 1 t6 3 inclusive, includes & pair
of shoulder pieces 12, 1f condtrueted of subs
stantially flat material and hingedly connected
together at their adjacent bottom portions with
4 pintle Pif or ¥ivet (2. The bottom portions of
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“the sheulder pieces |0 and {1 are eut out'so ag

. Which are engaged. adjacent each othst,
portichs 14 and
: shotilders 16 which limits: pivotitig of the 8houl-
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“tHon upwards:

©0 fot'TH portions 14 and 15 of reduced thicknesses
Tle
t8are glso Brovided with abutting

der pieces 10 and I{ from a substantially hesi-
zontal position upwards: Howevet, the shoulder
pleces 10 and [t are free &5 pivet. dowriwards.

The shotlder pieces 10 and {1 are provided
with upwardly  directed” handle bertions (8§ and
£9; respectively.. These handle portions projéct
Upwards from: points: elose to. snd above the
hifige of the shoulder pieces I0° and FL. The
handle:portions 8 and 19 notmally abut each
other, and- further assist - Hmiting pivoting of
said shoulder pisces from - the horizonital | pogi-

The Handle portion 18 continities into g top
heok 21 by which the hanger may be subported.
A'lateh Is contieeted with the handle portions: (8
and f9:for refeasably Roldifig ‘said’ handle pors
tions. This latch comprises: 4- flexible . eletent
or hook portion 22 formed on the top and pro-
jecting from the hatidle portion 19 and engage-
able with a- complementary keeper élement’ 28
formed on the handle portion (8. The sides: of
the handle portfon (8 are fored With recesses
28 in the vieinity of the complemeritary: keeper
elentent 23 so ay to provide room. for the finger
tips when the hook portion 22° is manusily
gripped. This facilitates matiual Opening of the
lateh: The front of the hook portion 22 1s cuived
atid engageable against g complementary - curve
fortited onthe complementary Keeper portion 23

5. which- catises the lateh tg automatically - élose

when the shoulder pieces 10 and If are pivoted
to-their substantially Horizomtal posttion. . &aid
handle portions 8 and (9 have inwardly cirved
sides By-which: the handle portions 18 snd 19
may be supported with the thumb sud the third
ot fourth finigers.

The outer. ends of the: shoulder pieces: 10 and
tE are formed with slots 26 brovided with ook
portions: BT for raceiving and. holding -shoulder
straps and 160ps of parments. '

The operation and use of {he clothes Hanger
may be understood from the following:

- The clothes Banger may be Hetd with one land
by efigaging the Angers: around the handle por-
tions 18 and 19, With ome of the fingers- the
Hook portiofi 22 may be cammad upwards . 1oy
opetiitig - the lsteh, The shoulder: pietes 10 gnd
H may then be let down by separating the fin-
gers. - The dob ang dash lnes i Schematioally
Indicate another:position of the shoulder ‘plece
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{{. In this way the clothes hanger may easily
be engaged through the neck opening of a small
necked garment. With the hands still holding
the handle portions 18 and {9, the fingers may
be moved together for moving the shoulder pieces
{8 and {1 back into their spread position. The
latch automatically closes when the front curved
end of the hook portion 22 strikes the curved
complementary keeper element 28. The handle
" portions: 18 and {9 may be supported by the
thumb and third finger and the index finger
may be engaged beneath the flexible element 22
and pressure applied to flex said element 22 up-
wards to open the latch.

Tn Figs. 4 and 5 a modified form of the in-
vention has been disclosed which distinguishes
in several ways from the prior. form. . In this
form the clothes hanger is provided with a pair
of shoulder pieces 38 and 3! of substantially flat
material hingedly connected together at their ad-
jacent - bottom
rivet 32. The adjacent bottom portions are re-
cessed into relatively thin portions 33
which overlap each other. The pintle pin or
rivet 32 is mounted through these overlapping
portions. . - : .

The shoulder pieces 20 and 3i are provided with
handle portions 36 and 817 projecting upwards at

points close to and above the hinge pin or rivet _

32. The handle portions 36 and 87 normalily
abut each other for limiting pivoting of the
shoulder pieces 30 and 3! from a substantially
horizontal position upwards. - -Said handle por-
tions 36 and 371 have inwardly curved sides by
which the handle portions 36 and 37 may be sup-
ported with the thumb and third or fourth fingers.
The handle portion 36 continues into a top hook
38 by which the hanger may be supported. The
outer ends of the shoulder pieces 30 and 231 are
provided with slots 39 and hook portions 48
adapted to receive and hold the loops and shoul-~
der straps of garments: .

_A latch is mounted on the handle portions 36
and 37. This latch comprises a flexible element
such as a leaf spring 42 mounted upon the handle
portion 36 and extending over the handle por-
tion 31. The handle portion 37 has a cam shaped
top projection &4 engageable into a comple-
mentary opening 45 formed in the leaf spring 42.
Said top projection &4 has, starting from its in-
ner end, s rising top suriace which terminates
at. its outer end in a downwardly extending

- shoulder. The bottom end portion of the leaf
spring 42 is wider than the thickness. of the han-
dle portion 37 so that there are projecting side
portions 46 which may be easily manually en-
gaged by the fingers. The front end 47 of the
leaf spring 42 is turned upwards and is ‘adapted
to ride along the top surface of the cam projec-
tion 44 when the handle portions 36 and 37 are
moved towards each other so that the leaf spring
42 is flexed upwards until said top projection is
aligned with said opening 45 and then the leaf
spring 42 flexes downwards and the outer end of
the opening 45 engages the shoulder of the pro-
jection 44 for holding the latch closed.

The operation and use of this hanger is sub-
stantially identical to the prior form. The shoul-
der pieces 30 and 31 may be controlled with one
hand engaging the handle portions 36 and 31.
The latch automatically closes when the handle
portions are moved together. It may be opened
by moving a finger upwards against one or both
of the side projecting portions 48 of the leaf
spring 42. The handle portions 36 and 31 may
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be supported by the thumb and third finger, and
the index finger may be engaged against the edge
of the leaf spring 42 and pressure applied to flex
the leaf spring upwards to open the - latch.

Tn Figs. 6 to 8 inclusive still another form of
the invention has been disclosed. This clothes
hanger includes a pair of shoulder pieces 50 and
5{ of substantially fiat material hingedly con-
nected tosether at their adjacent bottom por-
tions with a pintle pin or rivet §2. The shoulder
piece 51 has a cireular bottom portion §3 which
engages against a circular socket 54 formed in
the shoulder piece 59. A pair of plates 55 are
mounted upon the sides of the shoulder piece 59
and extend over the circular portion 53. The
pintle pin or rivet §2 is mounted on and through
the plates 55 and through the circular portion
E2. In this way the shoulder pieces 58 and 5
are hingedly connected.

Handle portions 51 and 58 project upwards
from the shoulder pieces 50 and §i at points close
and above the hinge pin or rivet 52. These handle
portions normally abut each other for limiting -
pivoting of the shoulder pieces 58 and 51 from a
horizontal position upwards. However, the shoul-
der pieces 58 and 5! are iree to pivot downwards.
The handle portion 37 is provided with a top
hook 59 by which the hanger may be supported.
The handle portions 51 and §8 have inwardly
curved sides by which the handle portions 57 and
58 may be supported with the thumb and third
or fourth fingers. :

A lateh is mounted on and acts between the
handle portions 57 and §8. This latch is in the
nature of a bolt 68 slidably mounted in a slot
§{ formed in the handle pertion 51. - A spring
62 mounted in the slot 81 acts to.nermally urge
the bolt 86 outwards. The bolt €4 normally en-
gages a complementary keeper opening 63 formed
in the handle portion 58. The bolt 68 is slidably
mounted between the top portions of the pair
of plates 55. A pin 64 is mounted on and through

_ the bolt 68 and passes through short limiting slots
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65 formed in the pair of plates 55. Projecting
elements such as knobs or handles 838 are mounted
on the ends of the pin €4 by which the bolt €8
may be manually moved into an-open condition.
The front end of the bolt 60 is formed with a
rounded cam portion 68 by which it will be natur-
ally forced inwards by a portion of the ‘handle
portion 58 when the shoulder pieces 56 -and 5!
of the hanger are spread open. :

The operation and use of this clothes hanger
is substantially identical to the prior forms. With
one hand it is possible to engage the handle por-
tions 57 and 58 and operate the latch by moving
the projecting element or knob 66. - In this way
the latch may be opened and the shoulder pieces
50 and 51 may be let down to a desirable extent.
The shoulder pieces may be moved back to their
original positions and the latch will automatically
function to latch the handle portions 5§17 and 58
together. - ‘ T

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre-
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right
is reserved to all changes and modificaticns com-
ing within the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is: , -

1. In a clothes hanger having a pair of shoulder
pieces of substantially flat material hingedly con-
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nected together at their adjacent bottom portions,
flat handle portions having inwardly curved sides
and projecting upwards from said shoulder Dpieces
and normally abutting each other for limiting
pivoting of said shoulder bieces from a substan-
tially horizontal position upwards and by which
the shoulder pieces may be pivoted downwards
and then upwards with two fingers of one hand
engaging against said inwardly  curved sides, a
projection on one of said handle portions, a leaf
spring on the other handle bortion and engaging
said projection for holding said handle portions
latched together, and said leaf spring having side
bortions projecting from the faces of said handle
portions by which the leaf spring may be man-
ually engaged and flexed by another finger of
said hand for unlatching said handle portions.

2. In a clothes hanger having a pair of shoul-
der pieces of substantially flat material hingedly
connected together at their adjacent bottom por-
tions, flat handle portions having inwardly curved

sides and projecting upwards from said shoulder-

pieces and normally abutting each other for lim-
iting pivoting of said shoulder pieces from a sub-
stantially horizontal position upwards and by
which the shoulder bleces may be pivoted down-
wards and and then upwards with two fingers of
one hand engaging against said inwardly curved
sides, a projection on one of said handle portions,
a flexible element on the other handle portion and
engaging said projection for holding said handle
bortions latched together, and said flexible ele-
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ment projecting from said handle portions by
which the flexible element may-be manually en-
gaged and flexed by another finger of said hand
for unlatching said handle portions.

3. In a clothes hanger having a pair of shoul-
der pieces of substantially flat material hingedly
connected together at their adjacent bottom por-
tions, flat handle portions having inwardly curved
sides and projecting upwards from said shoulder
bieces and normally abutting each other for lim-
iting pivoting of said shoulder pieces from a sub-
stantially horizontal position upwards and by
which the shoulder pieces may he pivoted down-
wards and then upwards with two fingers of one
hand engaging against said inwardly : curved
sides, a latch on said-handle portions for holding
said handie portions latched together and having
a projecting element movable upwards for open-
ing said latch and which may be manually en-
gaged and moved by another finger of said hand
for unlatching said handle portions,

MARTIN LOWE.
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