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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RoserT J. BENNETT, 2
citizen of the United States of America, and
resident of Moline, Rock Island county,
Illinois, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Controlling Devices
for Self-Playing Pianos, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to player pianos, or
piano players, as the case may be, and has
for its object the combination, in an im-
proved manner, of certain devices for oper-
ating the mechanism controlling the auto-
matic playing into a convenient arrange-
ment that may be entirely concealed when
not in use, and which will at the same time
take up but little space within the instru-
ment.

A further object is the arrangement of
bedily movable handles or controlling le-
vers and devices in strong and compact
form, and in such shape as to be least liable
to get cut of working order. -

These and such other objects as may here-
inafter appear are attained by my invention,
embodiments of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my
device with the parts exposed. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a top plan view of Fig. 1.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

Referring now to the drawings—3 repre-
sents the key slip and 4 the key rail of a
piano. A cavity or recess 5 in the key slip
opens into a large recess 6 in the key rail.
A cover 7 is pivoted at 8 to the key slip
adapted to completely cover the recess 5

when turned as shown in dotted lines in

Tig. 1. A pair of expression or action levers
9, 10, are mounted to slide within the recess
5, and are connected in any well-known man-
ner with the tone modifiers and other mecha-
nisms of the player piano. The operating
levers 9, 10, are hinged at 11, 12, permitting
the dropping of the fingers 13, 14, out of
sight within the recess 5. A lever 15 1s
mounted on a pivot 16 near the bottom of
the recess 6. The long arm 17 of this lever
is provided with upwardly extending lugs
18, 19, and adapted at all times to rest
against and support the levers 9,10. Seated
within the small recess 20 in the key slip is
o push-button 21, the stem 22 of which rests
on the end of the short arm 23 of the lever
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15. A spring latch 24 is adapted to engage
grooves or teeth 25 in the stem 22.

Referring now to the operation of my de-
vice, let us consider the cover 7 in place over
the recesses 5 and 20, and the levers and
mechanism in the positions shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 1. The cover is swung about
asshown in full lines in Fig. 1, and the push-
button 21 pressed downwardly. The short
arm of the lever is depressed and the lugs
18, 19, on the long arm carry the levers 9, 10,
upwardly until the fingers 13, 14, are ex-
posed as shown in full hines in Fig. 1. The
spring latch 24 holds the levers in upright
position. The levers are now in position to
actuate the mechanism controlling the auto-
matic or mechanical playing. I find it con-
venient to use the finger 13 and lever 9 as a
tempo regulator, and the finger 14 and lever
10 as a rewind and skip key. For instance,
when the lever is moved toward the left it
actuates the rewind mechanism, and when
it is moved toward the right it serves as a
skip key.

When it is desired to restore the levers to
their inoperative or lowered position it is
nierely necessary to press downward upon
them, in which case the downward pressure
upon the long end of the lever 15 causes an
upward pressure upon the short end, there-
by forcing the push-button 21 to its upper
position. Itis held in this position by means
of the spring latch engaging with the lower
groove 25 in the stem 22.

It is evident that other lepers or
handles may be added to control the ex-
pression devices, or a duplicate of the
mechanism could be installed in the key slip,
apart from that shown. )

The mechanism is simple in structure, but
very efficient, and is not subject to disarrange-
ment of parts. The two handles, although
bodily movable to control the playing
mechanism, are depressible, and a cover is
provided for concealing them when thus de-
pressed,—that is, when thus thrown out of
use.

T claim:

1. In a player piano, the combination
with a key slip, a recess therein, of levers
for actuating the player mechanism mount-
ed in said recess, and a pivoted lever for
throwing said levers into operative position.

9. In a player piano, the combination with
a key slip having a recess therein, of levers
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for controlling the player mechanism,
mounted in said recess, and a pivoted lever,
one arm of said lever supporting said actu-
ating levers, and a stem adapted to engage
the other, whereby said actuating levers
may be thrown inte operative position.

3. Ina player piano, the combination with
a key slip, a key rail, said slip and rail be-
ing provided with communicating recesses,
of a plurality of operating levers mounted
in said recesses, connections with said levers
and the automatic player mechanism, a piv-
oted lever mounted in the recess in said rail
and engaging said levers, and means for
actuating said pivoted lever to throw said
levers into operative position.

4. In a player piano, the COHlblll‘IUOD with
a key slip, a key rail, “said slip and rail be-
ing provided with communicating recesses,
of a plurality of operating levers mounted
in said recesses, connections with gaid levers
and the automatic player mechanism, a piv-
oted lever mounted in the recess in said rail
and engaging said levers, and a push-button
mounted in said key slip and provided with
a stem adapted to engage one arin of said
pivoted lever and to throw said operating
levers into operative position.

5. In a player piano, the combination with
a key slip having a recess therein, of levers
for actuating the player mechanism mount-
ed in said recess, a pivoted lever, one arm of
said lever supporting said actuating levers
and a stem adapted to engage the other,
whereby said actuating levers may be
thrown into or out of operative position,
and a covering plate mounted on said key
slip and arranged to cover said recess and
levers when said levers are out of operative
position.

6. Ina player piano, the combination with
a key slip, a key rail, said slip and rail be-
ing provided with communicating recesses,
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of a plurality of operating levers mounted
in said recesses, connections with said levers
and the automatic player mechanism, a piv-
oted lever mounted in the recess in said rail
and engaging said operating levers, means
for actuating said pivoted lever to throw
said levers into operative position, and a
covering plate mounted on said key slip and
arranged to cover said recess and levers
when said levers are out of operative posi-
tion.

7. Ina player piano,the combination with
a key slip having a recess therein, of levers
for actuating the player mechanism mount-
ed in gaid recess, and means for throwing
said levers into and out of operative posi-
tion.

8. In a player piano, the combination with
a key slip having a recess therein, of levers
for actuating the player mechanism mount-
ed 1n sald recess, said levers when in opera-
tive position comprising a substantially
horizontal portion, and a handle extending
at vight angles thereto and projecting above
said key- shp said horizontal portion being
pivoted and achpted to be moved downward
into said recess mto inoperative position.

9. In playing mechanism, a key slip, a
controlling handle mounted therein, and a
key for throwing said handle into operative
position.

10. In a player piano, playing
nism, a handle for controlling said mecha-
nism and a key for throwmo said handle
into operative position, and means con-
trolled by said handle for restoring said key
to operative position.

Signed by me at Rock Island, Tllinois,
this 207 day of August 1909.

ROBERT J. BENNETT.

mecha-

Witnesses:
Wirniaayr E. TroMmpsoN,
SuErMAN W. SEARLS.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.

Washington, B. C.”
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