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(54) PURLIN FOR THE ROOF OF A TENT OR MARQUEE

¥))) We, LosBerGER KG., a German
Kommanditgesellschaft, of Hans-Riesser-
Strasse 7, 7100 Heilbronn, West Germany,
do hereby declare the invention, for which
we pray that a patent may be granted to us,
and ﬁie method by which it is to be per-
formed, to be particularly described in and
by the following statement : —

The iavention relates to a purlin for the
roof of a tent or marquee, and which has
wn support surface for a roof covering or
awning,

According to the invention there is pro-
vided & purlin, for the roof of a tent or
marquee, comprising an elongate hollow
body having an upper face for supporting
a roof covering, at least one holding groove
with an opening slit extending along the
body in a lower region thereof for holding
a sheet forming a side wall of the tent or
‘marquee, at least one collecting channel ex-
tending along said upper face for collecting
condensation water, and drainage holes con-
necting said channel with the interior of the
hollow body.

The invention will now be described
further, by way of example only, with ref-
erence to the single figure of the accompany-
ing drawing which illustrates ome embodi-
ment thereof in perspective view.

Referring now to the drawing, a purlin 1
comprises an elongate hollew body in the
form of a profiled tube of substantially
square cross-section formed by extrusion of
a light metal or of a synthetic plastics
material, er by bending stee] strip. In the
region of its side faces 3, 4 the upper face 2

of the purlin is profiled to provide two -

similar collecting channels 5, 6. The collect-
ing channels 5, 6 have partly curved bottoms
7 which merge into approximately vertical
side walls 8, 9. The side walls 8, 9 of the
collecting channels 5, 6 are of unequal
height, the outermost side wall 8 of each
channel merging via a sharp longitudinal
edge 10, into the upper longitudinal edges
11, 12 of the side faces 3, 4 respectively.
The higher side walls 9 of the collecting

channels 5, 6 respectively merge via longi-
tudinal edges 15, into the flat centre part 17
of the upper face 2, which upper face forms
the bearing surface for a roof cover or awn-
ing. The upper face 2 of the purlin 1 there-
fore incorporates the centre part 17 and
upwardly facing surfaces of the longitudinal
edges 11, 12 of the side faces 3, 4 respec-
tively. The collecting channels 5, 6 have
drainage openings 16 arranged in equi-spaced
disposition longitudinally of the purlin where.
by water collected in the channels can flow
into the side of the tube,

In its lower face 19 the purlin 1 has, adja-
cent each longitudinal edge thereof, holding
means 20, 21 for holding a sheet forming
a side wall of a tent or marquee, not shown,
formed from textile or of solid material.
The holding means 20, 21 comprise grooves
which extend inwards of the purlin. The
grooves 20, 21 are approximately circular
in cross-section and open outwardly of the
purlin through slits 22, 23 provided in the
lower face 19 and extending throughout the
full longitudinal extent thereof. The slits 22,
23 merge, via rounded edges 24, 25 respec-
tively, into adjacent sections 26, 27 and 28
of the lower face 19. Thus, damage to the
sheet from sharp edges upon introduction
thereof into the holding means 20, 21 can be
avoided. The grooves 20 and 21 which define
the holding means are formed by profiled
sections 29, 30 respectively, of the lower
face 19 and by profiled sections 31, 32 res-
pectively, of the side faces 3, 4. The sections
29 and 30 of the lower face 19 are arcuately
curved inwardly of the purlins whilst the
other parts of the grooves 20, 21 formed by
the profiled sections 31, 32 consist of lower
sections 33, 34 of the side faces 3, 4 res-
pectively, which latter sections are widened
downwardly to merge at the lower longi-
tudinal edges of the side faces 3, 4, respec-
tively, with the sections 27, 28.

The purlin 1 is so mounted that one side
face points to the ridge and the other to the
eave of the roof frame. The roof awning is
then placed on the frame with the inner sur-
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face of the roof awning on the centre part
17 of the upper face 2 of the purlin 1. The
sheet forming the side wall of the tent or
marquee is then introduced into the slit of
the respective groove 20 or 21, via a fixing
part provided on the upper longitudinal edge
of the sheet formed, for example, by a bead-

ing. Where the purlin is an eave purlin, the

roof awning may also be fixed to the purlin
via holding parts such as buckle belts, hooks
or the like,

As the purlin has two grooves inner and
outer sheets may be used for the side wall
of the tent or marquee, such sheets being
fixed respectively in the two holding grooves
of the purlin,

- As each purlin has two grooves it can be
used on both sides of the roof frame without
a special position of the purlin having to be
observed. In this respect it will be noted
that the two holding grooves and also the
two collecting channels are disposed sym-
metrically with regard to the Iongitudinal
median plane of the purlin extending through
the said upper face thereof. The grooves of
the purlin may have any desired shape. Only
in the region of the lower face of the purlin
must the groove openings be so. narrowed
;tlh?(tl the fixing parts of the sheets are securely
eld.

Purlins as described above can be used
for supporting roof awnings as well as for
fixing sheets forming side walls of tents or
marquees. Thereby it is sufficient to keep
in stock only one kind of purlin. Due to the
uniform construction of all purlins the eave
purlins do not have to differ from the other
purlins, so that relatively frequent assembl-
ing and dismantling of tents or marquees
can be much facilitated. '

WHAT WE CLAIM 1S:—

1. A purlin, for the roof of a tent or
marquee, comprising an elongate hollow
body having an upper face for supporting
a roof covering, at least one holding groove
with an opening slit extending along the
body in a lower region thereof for holding
a sheet forming a side wall of the tent or
marquee, at least one collecting channel ex-

tending along said upper face for collecting
condensation water, and drainage holes con-
necting said channel with the interior of the
hollow body.

2. A purlin according to claim 1, where-
in there are two said holding grooves dis-
posed symmetrically with regard to the

longitudinal median plane of the body ex-

tending through the said upper face.

A purlin according to claim 2, where-
in a respective said holding groove extends
along each longitudinal side edge of a lower
face of the body which lies opposite said
upper face, L

4. A purlin according to claim 3, in
which each holding groove is formed by a
profile section of the said lower face and
a profile section of an adjacent side face of
the body, and the said opening slit lies in
the said lower face. '

5. A purlin aécording to claim 4, in
which the profile sections lie completely
within the body. -

6. A purlin - according to claim 4 or

claim 5, in which side rims bounding the
slit are rounded off. )
- 7. A pulin according to any one of
claims 1 to 6, wherein there are two said
collecting channels disposed symmetrically
with regard to the longitudinal median plane
of the body extending through the said upper
face. ’ ,
~ 8. A purlin according to claim 7, where-
in a respective said collecting channel ex-
tends along each longitudinal side edge of
said upper face.

9. A puilin according to any one of
claims 1 to 8, wherein said upper face has
a flat centre part.

10. A purlin, for the roof of a tent or
marquee, substantially as hereinbefore des-
cribed with reference to and as shown in the
accompanying drawing.

Agents for the Applicants,
SYDNEY E. M’CAW & CO.,
Chartered Patent Agents,

Saxone House,
52—56 Market Street, -
Manchester M1 1PP.

- Printed for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office by Burgess & Son (Abingdon), Ltd.—i980.
Published at The Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, WCZA 1AY,
from which copies may be obtained.
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This drawing Is a reproduction of
1 SHEET the Original on a reduced scale
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