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6. Claims. (C1.40-16) 
1. 

This invention relates to identification badges 
Such as are furnished their employees by indus 
trial concerns. 

It has as one object to provide a badge to un 
varyingly afford identification markings of a 
more generic character and to selectively afford 
alternative aSSOrted identification markings of 
a more specific character. 

It has as a further object to provide a badge 
to unvaryingly afford identification markings at 
a highest classification level and to selectively af 
ford alternative assorted identification markings 
at two or more lower classification levels. 

It has also as its object in fulfillment of the 
above objects to provide a badge of two parts, 
One basic part being of an unchangeable char 
acter to afford generic identification and the 
other secondary part being attachable thereto in 
terchangeably with similar secondary parts for 
affording specific identification, the attaching 
means being of a character to afford a second 
kind of specific identification interchangeably 
with other similar fastening means. 

Further objects of the invention reside in the 
structural features and structural relationship of 
these features by Which the aforesaid objects are 
accomplished in a badge, inexpensive of manu 
facture, pleasing in appearance, securely assem 
bled, convenient to wear, with readily inter 
changeable parts, and clearly visible markings. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from the following description 
and claims and from the drawing. 
In the drawing, 
Figure l is a front view of a badge exemplify 

ing the principles of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a rear view thereof. v 
Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the 

badge taken along line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is an exploded perspective view of the 

parts of the badge. 
The badge comprises a front plate. f?, a rear 

plate 2 and two fasteners 3, 3. 
The front or main plate comprises two laminae, 

4, 4 of plastic material between which is sea. 
cured a sheet of paper 5. The plastic laminae 
4, 4 are hot pressed together with the paper 
sheet in place therebetween. The paper sheet is 
marginally Spaced from the edges of the plastic 
laminae along its upper edge 6 and its side 
edges 7, 17. Its lower edge 8 is substantially 
spaced from the lower edge 9 of the plastic 
laminae leaving a lower transparent zone. 20:ii 
the plate f. 

The paper sheet is held in place both by the ss of a length and diameter to snow 
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coalescence of the plastic laminae beyond the 
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edges of the: sheet, and by adhesion of the sheet 
to the laminae. . . . . . ." ". . . . . . . . . . 

The marginal bonding of the plastic laminae 
and the bonding of the paper. sheet to the lam 
inae are not... a part of this invention. Accord 
ing, to one known method two. verythin sheets 
of transparent plastic bonding material are in 
terposed between the laminae, these two-thin sheets, being. disposed on opposite sides of the 
paper sheet. . . 
The paper sheet in the particular badge shown 

has two horizontally banded differently colored 
zones 2 and 22. The upper zone 2 has insignia 
23 indicative of the employer. Its color indicates 
the plant or branch plant. The lower zone 22 
carries a numeral 24 representing the permanent 
number of the employee which under the particu 
lar identification system to which the badge is 
suited is never, changed as long as the employee 
stays at a particular plant or branch plant. For 
certain types of employees, the name of the emi 
ployee may appear in place of the numeral 24. 
The color of the lower zone is the same on all 
badges and is preferably a neutral color such as 
a light gray for a reason 

minae 25, 25 bet his secured a sheet of paper 26, the construction and marginal 
spacing being similar to that of plate i?. 

r, the edges of the sheet 

the purposes of the badge extend to the top mar 
gin of the plastic laminae of this plate. The 
paper sheet 26 is approximately the size and shape 
of the transparent zone 26 of the piate it and 
bears indicia, which in the particular badge shown 
in the drawing cor . . . 
the rank or ca 
ample the wor 
therebelow indi 

per sheet 
re. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . shift of the working day upon which he is employed. When pla 
an are secured together the paper sheet 

26 is registeringly behind the transparent zone 
20 of the plate ff. 
The two plates are se 

30 has a flangedh   



3 
registering apertures 34 and 35 in plates and 
2. A radially projecting key 36 on the rim of 
the disc 33 engages keyways 37, 37 on the aper 
tures 34 and 35 to prevent rotation of the sleeve, 
The rivet 3 has a flanged head 38 and a 

shank 39. The shank 39 is slightly tapered out 
wardly to have a taper press fit within a corre 
spondingly tapered bore 40 in the sleeve 30. In 
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the drawing are shown two pairs of registering - 
apertures in the plates and to fastening assem 
blies in these pairs of apertures respectively. 
The rivet head or button 38 is colored in dis 

tinctive contrast to the preferably neutral gray 

O 

color of zone 22 and may bear an identifying 
letter 4 or numeral 42. The left hand button 
color may indicate the factory Zone of the em 
ployee and the right hand button color may in 
dicate the additional Zone or Zones in which he..is. 
free to travel. Two buttons of the same Color 
would thus indicate he was confined to his own 
zone. The letter 4f or numeral 42 or both ietter 
and numeral may be used to identify a building 
location of the plant or branch, as location “A.” 
The plates and 2 are placed together with 

the apertures 34 in plate registering with the 
apertures 35 in the plate 2. The sleeves 30 are 
placed in their respectively associated pairs of 
plates apertures. The rivets 3 are then press 
fitted to position, care being taken to have them 
radially positioned to display the letter of numeral 
on the button in upright position. A drop of plas 
tic sealer is placed in the sleeve bore prior to 
pressing the rivet shank therein to seal the two 
fastener parts together. By the use of a suit 
able tool, the seal may be broken and the rivet 
disengaged from the sleeve. 
A clasp 43 mounted on the upper back face of 

plate serves to attach the badge to the cloth 
ing of the Wearer. 
The plate ii is used to identify an employee 

of a given plant or branch. If the employee is 
transferred from one zone to another in his de 
partment or if the other Zones of his free move 
ment are changed, the buttons may be changed to 
those of other colors accordingly. The buttons 
may likewise be changed to present different nu 
merals and letters on their front faces if the 
building location of the employee is changed or 
the building location is renumbered. 

If the rank or capacity of the employee is 
changed or he is transferred to another depart 
ment or to another shift or if due to reorganiza 
tion his same department is given another num 
ber, Such contingencies are cared for by replac 
ing the plate 2 with another appropriately col 
ored and marked plate 2. 

If an employee leaves the employ of the emi 
ployer or is transferred to another plant in an 
other city and consequently turns in his badge, 
the plates are disassembled, the same plate is 
later given to a new employee and to it is se 
cured with rivets having appropriate buttons, a 
plate 2, either the same or another...one, accord 
ing to the circumstances of his employment. 
I claim: . . . . 

1. In an employee badge, the combination of: 
a first apertured plate comprising two bonded 
transparent plastic laminae and an opaque first 
sheet bearing indicia bonded between said lam 
inae, said sheet terminating along one edge in 
substantially Spaced relation from the adjacent 
edge of said bonded laminae providing an exten 
sive transparent Zone in said laminae; a second 
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indicia bonded therebetween; and a detachable 
fastening means for clamping said plates to 
gether with the second plate disposed behind the 
first plate with the said second sheet indicia be 
hind said transparent zone, said fastening means 
being disposed in said registering apertures and 
including a button at the front end thereof inter 
changeable with other similar buttons, said but 
-ton being of a color contrasting with the back 
ground of said badge surrounding said apertures. 

2. In an employee badge, the combination of: 
an apertured body member having at least one 
Colored Zone for conveying intelligence of one kind 
concerning an employee and a transparent zone 
contiguous to said colored zone; an apertured 
plate carrying indicia and having a zorie of a 
color different from that of the first-named zone 
whereby the color of said second zone conveys 
other intelligence concerning the employee; and 
means for mounting said plate to the rear face 
of Said body member so that the zone and the 
indicia of Said plate are visible through the trans 
parent Zone of the body member, said mounting 
means comprising members passed through 
aligned apertures in the body member and plate, 
each mounting means including a head portion 
of larger cross-section than the aperture in which 
it is mounted and formed with a color contrast 
ing with the color of the front face of the body 
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registeringly apertured plate comprising two simi-, . 
lar laminae and an opaque second sheet bearing 75 

member surrounding the head portion for con 
veying intelligence concerning the employee dif 
ferent from that conveyed by the colors of the 
Zones. 3. A substantially indestructible employee 
badge of light weight construction comprising: an 
apertured plate comprising two bonded trans 
parent plastic laminae and an opaque sheet bear 
ing indicia bonded between said laminae, said 
sheet terminating along one edge a substantial 
distance from the adjacent edge of said bonded 
laminae to produce an extensive transparent zone 
in Said plate; a second plate comprising two 
bonded transparent plastic laminae with an 
opaque second sheet bearing indicia bonded 
therebetween, said second plate being formed 
With a plurality of apertures aligned with the . 
apertures of said first plate; detachable fastening 
means mounted in the apertures of said plates for 
locking said plates together against unauthorized 
separation with the indicia of said second sheet 
disposed behind the transparent zone of said 
first plate; and means for securing said badge 
to the clothing of an employee. 

4. In a substantially indestructible employee 
badge of light weight construction, the combina 
tion of: a body member comprising a pair of co 
extensive transparent laminae of a light weight 
plastic and an indicia-bearing sheet interposed 
between said laminae having an outline substan 
tially the same as said laminae, said sheet being 
of such a size relative to the size of said laminae 
that the One edge of said sheet is spaced a sub 
stantial distance from the corresponding edge of 
the said laminae whereby a transparent zone is 
formed adjacent the one edge of said body mem 
ber; a laminated plate comprising a pair of co 
extensive transparent laminae of a light weight 
plastic bonded together with an opaque sheet 
bearing indicia interposed therebetween, the 
sheet of said plate being substantially the same 
shape and size as the shape and size of the trans 
parent portion of said body member; means. for 
detachably securing the plate to the rear face 
of said body member with the sheet of said plate 
in substantial registry with said transparent por 
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tion whereby the indicia, of said sheet is discern 
able from a point in front of said body member; 
and means for securing said badge to the clothing 
of an employee. 

5. In an employee badge the combination of: 
a main plate having an opaque Zone bearing in 
dicia on a background of contrasting color and 
a transparent zone, said plate being formed with 
at least two horizontally aligned apertures there 
through; a second plate having an opaque Zone 
bearing indicia different from said first named 
indicia on a background of a color contrasting 
therewith, said second plate being adapted to 
overlie said transparent zone with the opaque 
Zone thereof in registering relation thereWith, 
said second plate being formed with apertures 
spaced to register With the apertures of said main 
plate when said second plate overlies the trans 
parent zone of said main plate; and a fastening 
means for disposition in each of said tWO aligned 
apertures comprising a button of larger area than 
the forward one of said apertures and of a color 
contrasting with the color of said opaque zone 
of said main plate, said button bearing indicia, 
on its front face and lying against the front face 
of the main plate and further comprising a de 
tachable tension means engaging both the rear 
face of said second plate and said button for 
clamping said plates together, said button being 
interchangeable with other similar buttons and 
said fastening means being nonrotatably related 
to one of said plates. 

6. An employee's badge of light-Weight con 
struction comprising: a body member of light 
weight material formed with a transparent sec 
tion and carrying a colored Zone contiguous to 
said section conveying intelligence of one kind 
concerning an employee; indicia carried by said 
colored zone and conveying other intelligence 
concerning said employee; a plate of substanti 
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6 
ally the same size and shape as said transparent 
section; indicia carried by said plate conveying 
intelligence different from that conveyed by the 
color and indicia of said Zone; and means for 
mounting said plate behind said body member 
and in registry with said transparent section 
whereby the indicia of said plate is visible 
through said transparent section, said means 
comprising a removable insert adapted to be dis 
posed in aligned apertures formed in said body 
member and plate when said plate is mounted in 
registry with said transparent section. 
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