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57 ABSTRACT

In one embodiment, systems and methods for on-line selling
and booking of cruises enable a plurality of customers,
agents, and cruise lines to interact with a cruise selling and
booking system via communication mediums. An interactive
tool is provided for compiling, reviewing, and processing
information obtained from the cruise lines, customers, and
agents. Customers and/or agents may search for and com-
pare various cruise packages to find a cruise that best suits
the customer needs and desires.

PROCESS

CRUISE PAYMENT
PROCESS

W &
I~§||4\

CRUISE SELLING AND BOOKING SYSTEM 720 W
| ety |
20 SERVER CRUISE SELLING AND BOOKING COMPONENT | DATABASE |
COMPONENT s | collEcTioN |
1 i
TRUISE SELLING AND
i 232
BOOKING PROCESS o ! !
! |
CUSTOMER
CUSTOMER MODULE CRUISE MODULE 1 SREaER ] |
22 a2 I |
CUSTOMER ADD CRUISE INFORMATION ! !
PROCESS ADD PROCESS | L
Foa— 54 [ [ S—
I'|_|CRUISE LINE} |
CUSTOMER SEARCH CRUISE SEARCH |
DATABASE | |
[ [aze- 356 1 \
I
CUSTOMER UPDATE CRUISE QUALIFICATION 255
PROCESS |
ACTVITY |
DATABASE]
_ BOOKING MODULE CRUISE COMPARISON |
I
CRUISE BOOKING !
|
|
|
|
i
]

340

AGENT
DATABASE

S
§ I&
e ©
2 el
=] o]
a 4]
[d Iyl
v v
%] @
N
I‘&ﬁ




US 2003/0004760 A1

IN3OV LIN3OV

/[ 9L

AN 3SINYO

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 1 of 16

Patent Application Publication

7 = YINOLSND
A
= B
3NIT 3SINY0 [ LINY3LNI |
— N . SANIJ3IN
O 7 NOILYIINNAINOO JINOLSND
WILSAS
3OV AYILN >
AN 3SINYD <\ 3N 3SINYD =
— QMJ\\
I 4 ANILSAS ONIMOOE
ANV ONIT73S 3SINYO
Q\\\



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 2 of 16

Patent Application Publication

asvaviva

asvavivd
ALIAILDY

Asvavivd
3ANIT 3SINYD

J\VM,N.
_
3ISVaviva | ININOIWOD
YINOLSND . ozﬁ_”_vaom
NOILO3T100 ! ONITI3S LNANOLINOD
Jsvaviva | 3aSINY0 YIAAY3S
|
oz WALSAS ONIoog %% Nz
ONY SN(T713S 3SINYD
1294

FE

&t

L3INYELN
SWNIA3NW

NOILYIINNWNOD

k4

Y3LNdWNOD

oZ/

YANOLSNO

W



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 3 of 16

Patent Application Publication

asvavlivd
LN3OV

asvavivda

ALIAILOY

Asvavivd

fmmmmm e m ===

/L

=/

szt ¥3LNAWOO
¥INOLSN

FEREEN]

Jsvaviva LNINOINOD
YINOLSNO ONIMOOE
AN aNy
NOILO3TI0D ! ONITI3S LNINOJWOD
Jsvaviva | ASINYD YIAY3S
lllll |
oer—” waisis onvioog 9 NI
ANV SNITI3S 3SINYO
/(Q\\

SWNIG3N
NOILYDINNWWOD

oct

YIWOLSND



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 4 of 16

Patent Application Publication

s

k4

asvavivd
ANIOY

GEE

asvaviva
ALIAILOY

G

asvavivda
AN _3SINYO

pEC

asvavivda
YIAWOLSND

AYA

NOILOITI0D
3Svavivd

Ot~

SS300dd
NOSI¥YJNOD 3SINYO

I3

SS3008d
NOILVDIJITVYND 3SINAD

GL£E

SS300dd
HOYVY3S 3SINYO

7L

SS300¥d 4ayv
NOILYWYHOANI 3SINYD

SS300¥d
ININAVYA 3SINYO

rEE

SS330¥d
ONIMOO08 3SINYD

CrE
FINAON ONIMOOE

SS300¥d
ALvyddnN Y3WOLSND

ocE

S§S3004d
HOY¥V3AS ¥3IWOLSNO

FCE

SS300dd
adv Y3noLsnod

AV rAAN
FINAOW 3SINYD TINAOW M¥3WOLSND
QM.M.\ D\Nﬁl\
SS300¥d ONINOOS
ANV ONITI3S 3SINYD
oLE LININOJWOD
LNINOJIWOD ONIMOOS ONY ONITIIS 3SINYO YIAYIS
ozz—" WIALSAS ONIMOOS ANY ONMT3IS 3SINYD

—0LE

oL



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 5 of 16

Patent Application Publication

ge O

asvavivda
LN39Y

&

asvaviva
ALIAILOY

JINAON NOSIY¥Y JIVINOD

ogs”

JINAON

NOSINVJNOD 3018d

3svavivd
NI _3SINYD

AsSvavivd
YINOLSND

oLE

3INAON
YIWOLSNO
NOILYDI4AYND

A

oor__"

FINAON
JIHSYINMO N3OV

72

FINAOW ONIMOO8

3INAOW 3SINAD

JINAON H3WOLSND

ocE

SS3D0Md ONIMO08
ANV ONITI3S 3SINYD

L8 LN3NOJWOO R |
LNINOJNOD ONINOOS ANY ONITT3S 3SINYD HIAYIS
ozz NILSAS ONIMOOZ ONY ONITT3S 3SINYD

Bz

OLL



Patent Application Publication Jan. 2,2003 Sheet 6 of 16 US 2003/0004760 A1

470

START
/’420
VERIFY

AGENT LOGIN

‘ /“ 430

| FIND /ADD
STEP 1: SEARCH CUSTOMER

‘ e

FIND CRUISES
FOR CUSTOMER

l /450

PROVIDE INFORMATION
STEP3: CRUISE DETAIL ON SELECTED CRUISE
PACKAGES

l /450

STEP 4: BOOKING BOOK CRUISE

l /—470

PROCESS PAYMENT
VIA BACK OFFICE

STEP A: LOGIN

STEP 2: QUALIFY

STEP 5: PAYMENTS

450

END

FIG. 4



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 7 of 16

Patent Application Publication

S 9L

£ £ & ——

N%%/I\\mxmoh 8 e}
Jgo_SiIPd Buoud ¢ ©
oQ oL

h&%/‘\\mOMODO m o]
fro—__ ) —suwondo L ©
P Bk BT
NN.Q[I\\mE::oP_m ¥ 0

| _-sbupoog ¢ O

AYAOY

f o85S

/4%

' UOHOA}SIUILIPY )

09s
(" yuswebouoy 1oNposd )
7952
yusebouby Alojusaul )
Qe ors
C 3930 M08 W _ ppc
sjioday EMWMQ\M\_S
004 Jowo}sn) M
C Busioog % bullles )
oce

NAN3N NIVN = 0D |_m><m.rv

-0/ &

[a]

nuewr bW,/ zzz'222°22e'ece// azg ssa.4ppy

AT L B

5V &

3)LIOADS  YOIPAG BWOl yseyey doys miod 3DH

dpfi eydoapd oF MR WPT  eld

YO [




US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 8 of 16

Patent Application Publication

<

I/

,
6079-SSS (SSS) .
asog Aesp) IS ISIPPQ 8ELY M o gor 152 (oers)
11z -66s (SS5) h
by A407] Aom 3saL £z1 Jeo—_wlud 1soL (Qps) | [PEE
I paooay 40 yueby | ss2UppY LIDW | BLUDLMIIN | awoN | |
CETTY) snsey Lo09S
A31PND
S Wt i [
%N.%/l\\HU # sey /0 HU feuoyd 4D4D9S JAOIEND
# 4epJo ML jpysod/@301S
% ] # seworsnd auL|| [ 11 1883] 1su14/y807 | -OCE
£Z9— A 4
ozo— 1Al (] uonooo |[al -/ 1 (Iv) [Eae7 yoioes
\ gosveg | step) jueosy)
cee L8

youes

(op 03) (up4pos) (Nuaw _LiolU)

03| £ b RINL
mﬂ%r&&masm mc_v_oog\vnﬁm »__m_wzwmaﬁm Hor Nnam ¥ £«m

|03U0D 3SINSD

roLg

e —

[a]

uoupes/77z'7eT Tee Te// [ny| sseippy

oW U0

SV

Juld  BIUOADS  UoJDag aloH ysdudY dojs mlod DY

dp eysoa0d 05  melA P3Ol

X

(=1




Patent Application Publication Jan. 2,2003 Sheet 9 of 16 US 2003/0004760 A1

O

File  Edit View Go Favorite Help

== ® B & Q@ /71 & A8

Back Forw... Stop Refresh Home Search Favorite Print Font Mail

Address |http: //222.222.222.222 /qualify lv|
H Sty St St g St St
Cru‘se ContrOI ep']secxrch malify 99332?055 ep4'bac:king epspuyments)
(main_menu) (search) (fo do) Quatify Customer
Lost: First: Prone:| (555)555— 1111 | (search)
TBA TBAOne guuliﬁcation — l — M—727
ax per egion inerary
cabin g O Share
727 (A (A1) 28
i [05,/08/2001 &R #7
722 [
Coi | E— Supplier S
ome
(Al (Al
. Catewoy
Qualify \ 720
Nights 17 to |7 Pick Pick
.y e | A L P \ l
Day of SaSuM T W Th F Port 720
Embarkation | A (any_____| 730
= — A
726 [embark Port
G 732
710 |1 Caaant -
H QQudlify ) Supplier Contract Number | ]
Search Results Check Availability
S4Z \ Line Ship Sail Dote |Nts {tinerary Blk
4| carnival Toropicale  |09/08/2001} 7 | 7—Day Western Caribbean | N
from Fort Lauderdale
1| Commodore |Enchanted Isles|09/08/2001 7 | 7-Night Mexico, Jamaica | N
and the Cayman Isles
)| Norwegion | Norway 09,/08/2001] 7 | 7-Day Caribbean N
740 =
3 {A| Princess Sea Princess  |09/08/2001| 7 7V§;2‘hgte Cuif of Alaska N
Royal Explorer of the |08/08/2001] 7 | 7—Night Miomi to Miomi | N
Caribbean | Seas
3 Carnival Paradise 09,/08,/2001] 7 | 7-Day Western Caribbean| N
Miomi to Ocho Rios

FIG. 7



US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 10 of 16

Patent Application Publication

058 <

g 9

»

ILUDIW 0} JLUDIN IUBIN~L
L00Z/80/60 —Speg 2y} 40 12.40{0x3
up2qqLDY DAY

s13(90[9 oY} 40

abokop DPySDIY 40 4N JUBIN~L
0cE 4 L00Z/80/60 ~S580ULld UMDQ
§§20UIIY

a|opsepnp 304
WwoJ ubaqqLD) UsdISam 1UBIN~L

L00Z/80/60 ~a|0didody
IPAIUIOD

28IN1) Y 10998

[v]

o8

(Gnyzoig) L -SSE (S6E) Y88 Tud
L [D12ads Uno (ja8 0} Jaquaway
\ma___n_o__o>< » Buoid CApndb ) (Cop o1) (yooes) (s uow)
m mvcuéunmau«m m___v_oon._wuﬂm %M_w,%:_n:cNuBm :Eouu—«aoam _O\C‘COO QW_DLO
(4] buond/zzzeze cee e/ / [dnu| sseappy

IDW U0  JULd OMI0AD4 UoJoag swop ysayay dojs miog xoog

2V 4HE E v U FH OO ==

diefi @yuoADd 05 MAA WPI A

XE O




US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 11 of 16

Patent Application Publication

& 9

(2] [a]
N3dO [Looz/sz/colss6l/21/0t PHY ONOY¥d /M XdL dNOYD asnraaxdL |«|C] 1002/80/6 mEm_m:ooM h%‘ow_‘w wum_on_ aﬂm
0350710|6661/62/01 |6661/64/10 AINO S3SINMD asnxdL  {4|[1 UPaQQLID) [PAOY
N3dO |iooz/1e/90|5861/80/90 Miv/M 9Sd LSYd TYAY 1S3d asSnXdLaAg [«
N3JO [100z/6/+0|6661/20/€0| HIV/M 9Sd HIGNNN LSYS—NON TWAY LS8 | ASNXJLNAE |4 4210019 B3 JO
058 <016 / 0 aBOAOA DYSOY 4O 4ND IYBIN—L
SHY3A T LSYT NIHLIM 3SINYD 03008 3AVH LSNW Y3IONISSVd _ L00Z/80/60 —ssadulld umog
N3dO [00z/82/%0]6661/2,/00 | iV O/M 938NN 9Sd LSYd VAV 1S38 |OSNXdLJNS [a|F §890ULId ~OL8
N3dO |Looz/ez/01|6661/6L/10 MY O/M 98d LSYd—NON TVAY 1538 asnxdinNeg [¢|] 2IDpIaPNDT 1404
LNdNI TYNNYA NOILO ALvY C——1 LUOJ) LUDRGAMDD UIISoM JUBIN~L
smoys | @10g pu3aiog 1018 y_SWON 810y 2po) 910y 100Z/80/60 —ojpoidosy
= \ \ (£0S£0) L00Z/B0/60 ~ Ss90ulid umd(] ssaoulld | [DALLIDD
K714 ﬁ%\ & #lE 1\ wg_tm‘!ﬂ%gii\é 724 = asinID v o3PS
(€XIERED I —SSS (56S) 151 1ud
PMLIDD yym asinsd ybiu £ jo1dads uno (o8 o0} Jequuawiey
\3__50__0)( % OC_D_\_& [@STEED) (op 03) (yoioos) (nusw o)
wiod Buy 10} A. b
mmt_u ) maﬁw :_xoon_.vn»am L_n:: s 30N Nauom :u\aum_\nzm _O\_MCOO Om__J\_O
[a] bupwd/zzz 7z T2 TTe// 14n| sseappy
DN JUO4 UL 9IJOADS UDIDRS SWOH ysauyey dols MIO4 ¥oDg
Sy FEF O v U FH @ ==
deH eys0A0F 09 maA  WPT i




US 2003/0004760 A1

Jan. 2, 2003 Sheet 12 of 16

Patent Application Publication

088~

ol O

dioH  eyoaDy 09 meA WP oy

XE

- L&
| 00°00st | | 00'8662 |00°66666 (] LNO vse|J
v/N 00'68LZ [00'66666 |a| NI vos|]
00'00ZTT | | 00°'866C |00°66666 || LNO g9 «([] HLUDIY O} ILUDIN JUBIN=/
v/N v/N |00°66666|a| LnO 20¢|[] 1002/80/60 ~s0ag By jo siodx3
upaqqn) ooy
00°006Z | | 00°00%¢ |00°66666|a| LNO ao «{y
00°005% | | 00°00565 [00°66666 | [3LINS ZLe 542009 ) Jo
O 2 5 20 U aBpAop DASDIY JO 4IND IUBIN—L rOZ8
uonduiosag ea1d jseg pvRv odky [6dn 100 100Z,/80/60 Immouc_wm_mmmnmo
\ TABL 3528 |13 3598 | ouioag/00 |/ V1) 1
/ / / 2|opIapnD 1404
%] £L0/ //%\Q\ x217/4 /\\Q\ FLOL\ 810/ Wolp UpaqquIDy LIBISAM JYBIN—7
— oL Y 100Z/80/60 —alod1dosL
({£08£0) 1007/80/60 — 5S8dUL{ ump(g Sseould IDAILLIDD
D (R ( ) (&pd) x13op 9dd 1sog || asInK) ¥ 109195
(Gingooig) oco/ LLLL-S6S (SS6) FEEYTITE
£ |o1dads uno (a8 0} JeqLualuay
\Aﬁm__nc_:u\;( » mtmu_\_& ( Ayonb ) (op 03) (yoavas) (nuauws utow)
mm«:mguqmnﬁm m:&oonAVan hﬁw_ﬁam b__u:oNaEm :Eomu—\aﬁw _O\L.COO OW_SLO
A bupd/ 2T Tee 22e Tee// *y| sseuppy
IO JUO4 U4 BMIOAD] oIS SLOH Usauey doys miod xoog
By 4FHF O » U FH ® ==

mOLE




Patent Application Publication Jan. 2,2003 Sheet 13 of 16

US 2003/0004760 A1

= aX

File Edit View Go Fovorite Help
= = |- A
Back Forw... Stop Refresh Home Seorch Fovorite Print Font  Moif

Address |http: //222.222.222.222 fpricing lil

Cruise Control P pperen Swpzquc“fy 5?55';‘{’:{ sw4bwking 5'”5pc,mmJ
(o men) o do)  (awiy) Pricing & Availobifity

Remember to sell our speciol 7

Phil_Test (555) 5551111
Select A Cruise %] Best Price Motrix
Carnival Cormwel—roprosie — 09/08/2001 (B7WEB)

Tropicole~ 09/08/2001
7-Night Western Caribbeon from
Fort Lauderdole

Princess Dawn Privess 03B

7070

- GG /Promo
Princess Best FIT| Best TRVL . o
Down Princess— 09,/08/2001 CatlUpg|Tope rmee L 55— Best Price Description
7—Night Culf of Alaska Voyage
of the Claciers D »12 SUITE|»} 99999.00; 5500.00 | |4500.00
Royol Coribbean m »6D OUT |»}99999.00] 3400.00} |2900.00
Explorer of the Seas— 09/08/2001| | [|»6C OUT [+]99999.00] N/A N/A
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Goverment Fee 0.00 [H{Goverment Fee 10,00
Transportation Fee 0.000.00 {[|Transportation Fee 20.00
Transportation Toxes 0.00 ||| Transportation Taxes 1.00
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Sub~total w/o Insurance 940.75 i||Sub—total w/o Insurance 2900.00
TRVL Insuronce 59.98 {|TRVL Insurance 129,99
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Sot | 08/14 | At Seo [] 1 Sot {03/14 | inside Possage 02
<] | I 4] 1 I3
Rules & Restrictions Rules & Restrictions
Depaosit & Payment: 4 ||| Deposit & Poyment: B
Date and Amount TBD Date and Amount TBD
Age: Age:
Adult: N/A m Aduit: N/A |
Child: 5 yrs+ Child; N/A
Infant: Not Allowed Infant: N/A
o Credit Cards Accepted: VISA fw||| Credit Cords Accepted: AMEX ] o
Y Y

7772 7774
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Government Fees 3.00 3.00 6.00
7272 Port Charges [ 129.00|  129.00|  258.00
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF ON-LINE
BOOKING OF CRUISES

RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 60/168,871 filed Dec. 3, 1999, the
disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present systems and methods relate to on-line
booking of cruises and in particular concern applications
designed to facilitate cruise price comparisons, reservations,
booking, and customer management by travel agents as well
as individual customers.

BACKGROUND

[0003] The growth of the cruise industry has created an
increase in the number of passenger cruise lines that sail
each year. Each cruise line offers a variety of sailings that
vary depending on destination, travel date, cruise ship, cabin
category, cabin room, and so forth. While such variety is
appealing to potential customers, finding the cruise package
that best fits the customer’s preferences and budget is often
difficult.

[0004] One of the most daunting tasks for a travel agent is
keeping track of all of the available cruise sailings. The large
amount of information pertaining to each sailing combined
with constantly changing information such as pricing and
availability makes managing the cruise sailing data very
difficult. In addition, each cruise line tends to use its own
format for categorizing, storing, and accessing cruise data.
Commonly, travel agents choose to work with a select
number of the major cruise lines and avoid offering travel
packages from the smaller or less familiar cruise lines
limiting the customer’s choices. In many instances, custom-
ers must call several different travel agents to compile a
complete set of cruise options which is time-consuming and
frustrating for the customer and burdensome for the travel
agents.

[0005] Another common problem is that travel agents do
not offer generic cruise packages, but instead spend large
amounts of time determining the preferences of each indi-
vidual customer. A travel agent spends, on average, well
over one hour with each customer to find cruises that match
the customer’s preferences taking into account, for example,
past cruise bookings and individual preferences. To actually
complete a cruise booking transaction, it takes an average of
ten to fifteen phone calls wherein the travel agent is con-
stantly contacting the customers and the cruise lines. This
process can take several weeks, and on many occasions, the
customer may decide not to book the cruise. Historically,
travel agents have been unable to track and manage this
customer information. For example, if a customer decides
not to book a cruise, but calls back a week later, the travel
agent has to rely on his notes to recall the customer’s
preferences, the cruise packages they discussed, the quotes
given to the customer, and so forth.

[0006] Another limiting factor of conventional approaches
is that separate computer systems are typically required to
complete transactions between the travel agents, their cus-
tomers, and the various cruise lines. For example, one
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system may provide an interface between the cruise line and
the agent, another may allow the agent to process cruise
payments, and another may collect standard contact infor-
mation from the customer. In addition, many of the cruse
lines require travel agents to purchase or lease a dedicated
computer system that will allow the travel agents to directly
tie into and communicate with the specific cruise line. Most
of these “proprietary” computer systems use highly archaic
programs that have a poorly designed interface. Acquisition
of the cumbersome systems is a costly endeavor for small
scale travel agencies that may not have enough business to
support many of the major cruise lines’ systems. Also, these
systems are limited in expandability, are difficult to keep
updated, and may become legacy systems (outdated) the day
that they are installed. A further problem with such systems
is that they typically incorporate information from a single
or a limited number of cruise lines. This results in the travel
agent having to purchase or lease different computer systems
and software packages to have access to multiple sets of
cruise line information increasing the travel agent’s costs
which typically must be passed onto the customer.

[0007] Another difficulty with conventional approaches is
that they fail to factor in customer flexibility. For some
customers, the price may be negotiable; for others, the dates
of travel may be adjusted. Such flexibility is often ignored
and only those cruises that meet a rigid set of criteria are
typically presented to the customer. For example, a customer
may prefer a cruise to Alaska departing on specific date. The
customer may, however, be interested in other cruises to
Alaska that depart before or after the specific date. More-
over, the customer may also want to know about the “special
discount™ cruise to Hawaii departing during the same time
and for the same price. Finding cruise packages that only fall
within a rigid set of criteria leave many cruise packages
ignored, even though the cruise packages may be of interest
to the customer.

[0008] Another common problem is that the large number
of options makes it difficult to compare accurately various
cruise packages. The customer may find prices for compet-
ing cruise packages, but unless the customer knows the exact
details of each cruise package, it is difficult for the customer
to figure out which cruise package is the “best deal.” For
example, suppose X offers a cruise to Panama for $3000 and
Y offers a similar cruise to Panama for $2800. Y appears to
be a better deal until the customer learns that X’s price is for
the Presidential Suite and Y’s price is for a Fourth Class
cabin. The many different categories of cruise cabin levels
further exacerbate these problems. For example, a single
cruise ship may have eight to ten different cabin categories.
In addition, other options such as special promotions may
also affect the comparison. For example, X may offer a
“special” senior citizen rate of $1700 for a cruise to Panama
with lodging in a First Class cabin. Such a promotion may
be of interest to customers that qualify for the special rate.
Cabin category levels and special promotions are just two of
many factors that are part of cruise packages. As more and
more factors are considered, comparing cruise packages
becomes increasingly more complex, thus making a com-
prehensive comparison of all available cruise choices to a
particular destination a daunting task even for a seasoned
travel agent.

[0009] Thus, travel agents are required to rely on expen-
sive, outdated, and proprietary systems, telephone and fac-
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simile communication, as well as separate customer man-
agement systems to sell and book cruises.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] One embodiment of the present invention is a
method for selling and booking cruise packages utilizing a
web browser program to electronically communicate with a
cruise service web server via a data communications net-
work. The method comprises utilizing the web browser
program to log onto the cruise service web server over the
data communications network, submitting to the cruise
service web server customer profile information relating to
a customer, and submitting to the cruise service web server
customer sailing preference information relating to the cus-
tomer. The method also comprises receiving a set of cruise
sailings in a first electronic document from the cruise service
web server that relate to the customer sailing preference
information, selecting a plurality of cruise sailings from the
set of cruise sailings, and submitting the plurality of cruise
sailings to the cruise service web site. The method further
comprises receiving detailed cruise information in a second
electronic document form the cruise service web server
relating to the plurality of cruise sailings, interactively
comparing the detailed cruise information, submitting a
booking request for one of the plurality of cruise sailings to
the cruise service web site, and receiving a booking confir-
mation from the cruise service web site.

[0011] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
cruise booking system implemented in a web server envi-
ronment wherein a plurality of remote users use web
browser programs to electronically communicate with the
cruise booking system via a data communications network
that provides information for a plurality of cruise sailings
and facilitates booking of cruises. The cruise booking sys-
tem comprises a customer database configured to electroni-
cally store customer data, a cruise line database configured
to electronically store cruise line data, and a customer
management program module configured to track and man-
age information relating to a plurality of customers in the
customer database. The cruise booking system also com-
prises a cruise information program module configured to
search for and provide information about requested cruise
sailings in the cruise line database and a cruise booking
program module configured to book reservations for a
selected cruise sailing.

[0012] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a method for booking cruises utilizing a cruise web server
environment to electronically communicate with a plurality
of remote users using web browser programs. The method
comprises receiving a range of search criteria from a remote
user’s web browser, obtaining cruise package information
that relates to the range of search criteria, and sending cruise
package information to the remote user’s web browser
program. The method further comprises receiving a selected
cruise package from the remote user’s web browser program
and booking the selected cruise package.

[0013] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
network node in a network comprising a user node having a
browser program coupled to the network, the user node
providing requests for information on the network. The
network node comprises a cruise booking node responsive to
a request from the user node to return cruise package
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information that relates to a range of search criteria and a
request from the user node to book a selected cruise package
from the user node.

[0014] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a system for booking cruises. The system comprises an
electronic data structure of cruise package information
wherein the cruise package information includes informa-
tion from a plurality of cruise lines, a first program module
configured to receive requests for cruise package informa-
tion, and a second program module configured to obtain
cruise package information from the data structure based at
least upon a search request. The system also comprises a
third program module configured to prepare cruise package
information for electronic display, a fourth program module
configured to output cruise package information for elec-
tronic display, and a fifth program module configured to
book a cruise package based at least upon a booking request.

[0015] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
method of assisting the community of travel agents in selling
cruises to a plurality of customers in a computer system that
implements a web site that is accessible to a community of
travel agents using web browser programs to communicate
via a data communications network. The method comprises
receiving an customer identifier from a travel agent’s web
browser program, wherein the customer identifier represents
a customer, using the customer identifier to retrieve from an
electronic customer database corresponding customer infor-
mation, and receiving customer preferences from the travel
agent’s web browser program, wherein the customer pref-
erences include at least one of the customer’s preferred dates
of travel, preferred cruise destination, or preferred cruise
line supplier. The method also comprises using least one of
the customer preferences or the customer information to
retrieve from an electronic cruise sailing database a set of
potential cruise packages, transmitting the set of potential
cruise packages to the travel agent’s web browser program,
wherein the set of potential cruise packages are viewable in
a first electronic web document, and receiving an electronic
identifier representing a selected cruise package from the
travel agent’s web browser program, wherein the selected
cruise package is chosen from the set of potential cruise
packages. The method further comprises booking the cus-
tomer on the selected cruise package.

[0016] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a method of assisting the community of customers in
selecting and booking cruises in a computer system that
implements a web site that is accessible to a community of
customers using web browser programs to communicate via
a data communications network. The method comprises
receiving a customer identifier from a customer’s web
browser program, using the customer identifier to retrieve
from an electronic customer database corresponding cus-
tomer information, and receiving customer preferences from
the customer’s web browser program, wherein the customer
preferences include at least one of the customer’s preferred
dates of travel, preferred cruise destination, or preferred
cruise line supplier. The method also comprises using least
one of the customer preferences or the customer information
to retrieve from an electronic cruise sailing database a set of
potential cruise packages and transmitting the set of poten-
tial cruise packages for display in a web document to the
customer’s web browser program. The method further com-
prises receiving an electronic identifier representing a
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selected cruise package from the customer’s web browser
program, wherein the selected cruise package is chosen from
the set of potential cruise packages and booking the cus-
tomer on the selected cruise package.

[0017] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
system for selling cruises to a customer implemented in a
web server environment wherein a plurality of remote users
utilize web browser programs to electronically communicate
with the system via a data communications network. The
system comprises a cruise search software module config-
ured to receive a set of customer preferences from a remote
user’s web browser program, to search for a set of cruise
packages based on at least the set of customer preferences,
and to transmit the set of cruise packages to the user’s web
browser program; and a reservation software module con-
figured to receive a reservation request from the user’s web
browser program, wherein the reservation request is selected
from the set of cruise packages, and to reserve a cruise
package corresponding to the reservation request.

[0018] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a computer-implemented system which implements a
computer program wherein remote users search for cruise
package information and book cruises over an electronic
communications network. The system comprises a customer
management software system configured to manage cus-
tomer bookings and track customer preferences, an agent
management software system configured to track travel
agent interaction with customer accounts and determine and
maintain records of compensation for the respective travel
agents for successful customer bookings, and a cruise line
management software system configured to maintain infor-
mation on a plurality of cruise sailings wherein the infor-
mation on the plurality of cruise sailings is used by the
customer management software system to manage customer
bookings and track customer preferences.

[0019] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
method of assisting a community of travel agents utilizing
the web browser programs to select and book cruises via
electronic communication with the remote cruise booking
web site in a computer system that implements web browser
programs that are capable of accessing a remote cruise
booking web site. The method comprises submitting an
electronic customer identifier to the remote cruise booking
web site, wherein the customer identifier represents a cus-
tomer, determining customer preferences wherein the cus-
tomer preferences represent preferred cruise sailing infor-
mation, and submitting an electronic representation of the
customer preferences to the remote cruise booking web site.
The method also comprises receiving a set of potential
cruise packages formatted for display in a first electronic
web document from the remote cruise booking web site,
submitting an electronic cruise package identifier represent-
ing a selected cruise package to the remote cruise booking
web site, wherein the selected cruise package is chosen from
the set of potential cruise packages, and submitting a book-
ing request to the remote cruise booking web site.

[0020] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a method of assisting customers in selecting and booking
cruises in a computer system that implements a web browser
program that is capable of accessing a remote cruise booking
web site via an electronic communications network. The
method comprises submitting a customer identifier to the
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remote cruise booking web site, determining customer pref-
erences wherein the customer preferences represent pre-
ferred cruise sailing information, and submitting customer
preferences to the remote cruise booking web site. The
method also comprises receiving a set of potential cruise
packages from the cruise booking web site for display in a
first web document, submitting a selected cruise package
electronic identifier to the remote cruise booking web site,
wherein the selected cruise package is chosen from the set
of potential cruise packages, and submitting a booking
request to the remote cruise booking web site.

[0021] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
system for selling cruises to a customer implemented as part
of a cruise web server environment wherein a plurality of
remote users communicate with the system via a data
communications network utilizing web browser programs.
The system comprises a preferences programming module
configured to receive a set of customer preferences from a
remote user’s web browser program, a cruise search pro-
gramming module configured to search for cruises based on
at least the set of customer preferences and to return a set of
cruise packages to the remote user’s web browser program,
and a cruise comparison programming module configured to
format and transmit the set of cruise packages to the remote
user’ web browser program. The system also comprises a
reservation programming module configured to receive a
reservation request from the remote user’s web browser
program wherein the reservation request is selected from the
set of cruise packages and a cruise booking programming
module configured to reserve a cruise package correspond-
ing to the reservation request.

[0022] An additional embodiment of the present invention
is a method for selling and booking cruise packages utilizing
a web browser program to electronically communicate with
a cruise service web server via a data communications
network. The method comprises means for utilizing the web
browser program to log onto the cruise service web server
over the data communications network, means for submit-
ting to the cruise service web server customer profile infor-
mation relating to a customer, and means for submitting to
the cruise service web server customer sailing preference
information relating to the customer. The method also com-
prises means for receiving a set of cruise sailings for display
in a first electronic document that relate to the customer
sailing preference information, means for selecting a plu-
rality of cruise sailings from the set of cruise sailings, and
means for submitting the plurality of cruise sailings to the
cruise service web server. The method further comprises
means for receiving detailed cruise information for display
in a second electronic document relating to the plurality of
cruise sailings, means for interactively comparing the
detailed cruise information, means for submitting a booking
request for one of the plurality of cruise sailings to the cruise
service web server, and means for receiving a booking
confirmation from the cruise service web server.

[0023] Another embodiment of the present invention is a
method for booking cruises utilizing a cruise web server
environment to electronically communicate with a plurality
of remote users using web browser programs. The method
comprises means for receiving a range of search criteria
from the remote user’s web browser program, means for
obtaining cruise package information that relates to the
range of search criteria, and means for sending cruise
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package information to the remote user’s web browser. The
method also comprises means for receiving a selected cruise
package from the remote user’s web browser program and
means for booking the selected cruise package.

[0024] For purposes of summarizing the invention, certain
aspects, advantages, and novel features of the invention are
described herein. It is to be understood that not necessarily
all such advantages may be achieved in accordance with any
particular embodiment of the invention. Those skilled in the
art will recognize that the invention may be embodied or
carried out in a manner that achieves one advantage or a
group of advantages as taught herein without necessarily
achieving other advantages as may be taught or suggested
herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] These and other features will now be described
with reference to the drawings summarized below. These
drawings and the associated description are provided to
illustrate embodiments of the invention, and not to limit the
scope of the invention. Throughout the drawings, reference
numbers are re-used to indicate correspondence between
referenced elements. In addition, the first digit of each
reference number indicates the figure in which the element
first appears.

[0026] FIG. 1 illustrates a high-level block diagram of one
embodiment of the present invention.

[0027] FIG. 2A illustrates a high-level block diagram of
one embodiment of the present invention.

[0028] FIG. 2B illustrates a high-level block diagram of
an additional embodiment of the present invention.

[0029] FIG. 3A illustrates a high-level block diagram of
one embodiment of cruise selling and booking system.

[0030] FIG. 3B illustrates a high-level block diagram of
an additional embodiment of cruise selling and booking
system.

[0031] FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of one embodiment
of the cruise selling and booking process.

[0032] FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a main menu
display.

[0033] FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a customer
search display.
[0034] FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of a qualifica-

tion display.

[0035] FIG. 8 illustrates one embodiment of a pricing and
availability display.

[0036]
display.

[0037] FIG. 10 illustrates one embodiment of a price
matrix display.

FIG. 9 illustrates one embodiment of a rate option

[0038] FIG. 11 illustrates one embodiment of a compare
display.
[0039] FIG. 12 illustrates one embodiment of a cruise

booking worksheet display.

[0040] FIG. 13 illustrates one embodiment of a reserva-
tion information display.
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[0041] FIG. 14 illustrates one embodiment of a payment
information display.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0042] The present invention relates to systems and meth-
ods for on-line selling and booking of cruises. FIG. 1
illustrates one embodiment of the invention wherein a
plurality of customers, agents, and cruise lines interact with
a cruise selling and booking system 110 via communication
mediums 120 such as the Internet 425. Cruise lines may
interact directly with the cruise selling and booking system
110 and/or via a cruise line interface system 130 that stores
information for one or more cruise lines. The cruise selling
and booking system 110 in the illustrated embodiment
provides an interactive tool for compiling, reviewing, and
processing information obtained from the cruise lines, cus-
tomers, and agents. The customer may obtain information
about the cruise lines utilizing components of the cruise
selling and booking system 110 directly or through interac-
tion with an agent. The customer is thus able to find
information about various cruises packages and to book a
cruise package either with or without the interaction of an
agent utilizing a series of resources as will be discussed in
greater detail below and illustrated in subsequent figures.

[0043] 1. On-Line Booking of Cruises

[0044] An overview of one embodiment of a cruise selling
and booking system 110 is shown in FIG. 2A. In the
exemplary system, a customer contacts an agent via a
telephone and the agent uses a computer (hereinafter “agent
computer 240”) to connect to the Internet 125 and to
communicate with the cruise selling and booking system
110. In one embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 includes a server component 210, a cruise selling
and booking component 220, and a database collection 230.
In one embodiment, the database collection 230 includes a
customer database 232, a cruise line database 234, an
activity database 236, and an agent database 238. It is
recognized that the information stored in the database col-
lection 230 may be discretely stored in multiple independent
databases, combined in a single database, or a combination
thereof.

[0045] Using the agent computer 240, the agent accesses
the components of the cruise selling and booking system 110
to find information about the customer, to provide the
customer with information about cruise sailings from the
cruise line database 234, and to book cruise packages as
desired by the customer. Additionally, the agent may collect
and store information about the customer in the customer
database 232 and may further access resources of the agent
database 238 which stores information relating to the agent
and his customers, allowing the agent to better manage his
customer communication, scheduling, and interactions.

[0046] In another embodiment, shown in FIG. 2B, a
customer may access resources of the cruise selling and
booking system 110 using a computer (hereinafter “cus-
tomer computer 250”) via the Internet 125. In one embodi-
ment a customer may have access to a portion of the
functions and resources to which an agent has access, for
example, allowing the customer to compare and book
cruises with or without additional interaction with an agent.
It is recognized that in other embodiments a customer may
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have the same or greater access. In further embodiments,
both agents and customers may access the cruise selling and
booking system 110.

[0047] One sample process of selling and booking a cruise
will now be described wherein an agent is interacting with
the cruise selling and booking system 110. It is recognized
that in other embodiments, however, the same and/or similar
process may be used by a customer to book a cruise.

[0048] The agent uses the agent computer 240 to log onto
the website and to submit customer identification informa-
tion to the cruise selling and booking system 110. The cruise
selling and booking system 110 receives the customer iden-
tification information, searches for the appropriate customer
data in the customer database 232, and returns the related
customer information to the agent computer 240. In one
embodiment, the cruise selling and booking system 110 may
also manage requests for adding new customers to the
customer database 232 and/or updating customer informa-
tion for existing customers in the customer database 232.

[0049] The agent may then use the customer information
to help the customer define a set of cruise preferences. The
customer information may include, for example, booking
history, favorite cruise lines, destinations, travel dates, and
so forth. The agent may then submit the customer’s cruise
preferences to the cruise selling and booking system 110.
The cruise selling and booking system 110 receives the
cruise preferences and queries the cruise line database 234
for cruise packages that are a close match to the submitted
cruise preferences. In other embodiments, the cruise selling
and booking system 110 may receive cruise package infor-
mation from other sources such as, for example, by directly
contacting individual cruise lines, by contacting third party
booking engines, by querying proprietary databases, and so
forth. After receiving the cruise package information, the
cruise selling and booking system 110 compiles and returns
the cruise sailings that match the customer’s preferences and
may also return other cruise sailings that may be of interest
to the customer.

[0050] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 compiles and formats the returned query cruise
package information from the various databases, cruise
lines, and/or booking engines in a uniform manner so as to
allow the information to be presented in a user-friendly
format. In one embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 may also store information received from data-
bases, cruise lines, and/or external booking engines in the
cruise line database 234.

[0051] The agent receives the cruise package information
and may discuss the various packages with the customer. In
one embodiment, the cruise package information may
include cabin availability and/or pricing information.

[0052] When the customer has decided which cruise to
book, the agent sends a cruise reservation/booking request to
the cruise selling and booking system 110. The cruise selling
and booking system 110 receives the cruise reservation/
booking request and verifies the availability of the space
aboard the cruise line of interest and returns a cruise
reservation/booking confirmation to the agent. If the cus-
tomer, however, decides not to book a cruise, the cruise
selling and booking system 110 may store the customer’s
cruise preferences and/or the returned cruise sailing infor-
mation in the database collection 230.
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[0053]

[0054] The cruise selling and booking system 110 allows
a customer and/or agent to search for and compare the
various cruise packages to find a cruise that best suits the
customer needs and desires. One benefit of one embodiment
is that customers and/or agents have access to up-to-date
cruise package information from multiple cruise lines with-
out having to spend unnecessary quantities of time request-
ing and compiling information independently from each
cruise line. Because the cruise selling and booking system
110 is available for immediate access via the communication
mediums 120, the customers and/or agents may request
information such as pricing and cabin availability and
receive accurate and timely responses. The information is
desirably accessible throughout all hours of the day and is
typically not dependent on the cruise line having service
representatives provide the information to the customer or
agent via traditional telephone and facsimile communica-
tion.

[0055] Another benefit of one embodiment is that the
cruise selling and booking system 110 may take into account
customer flexibility by enabling the customer to specify a
range of preferences. For example, the customer may want
to search for cruises that depart anytime during a seven-day
period or for cruises traveling to a general region of the
world. In addition, the cruise selling and booking system 110
may select cruises that may be of interest to the customer but
are different from those specified in the customer’s cruise
package preferences. For example, the cruise selling and
booking system 110 may search for cruises packages that
depart on dates before or after those specified by the
customer, cruise packages that provide special discounts for
attributes that match the customer’s profile (e.g., a children
cruise free), cruise packages that match preferences that the
customer previously requested, as well many other cruise
packages.

[0056] An additional benefit of one embodiment is that the
cruise selling and booking system 110 may be utilized by
agents and/or customers. In some embodiments, the cruise
selling and booking system 110 may provide different func-
tionality in comparing and searching cruises to agents,
whereas in other embodiments, the customers and agents
may have access to the same functionality.

[0057] A further benefit of one embodiment is that the
cruise selling and booking system 110 allows for accurate
and visually accessible comparisons of cruise packages. The
agent/customer computer 240, 250 may display and com-
pare detailed sets of competing cruise packages at the same
time so as to facilitate identifying similarities and differ-
ences among cruises. Thus, the value of a particular cruise
may be readily compared to help the customer and/or agent
identify those cruises which both suit the customer’s pref-
erences and provide the customer with the most luxury and
options for the money the customer is willing to spend.

II. Benefits of On-Line Booking of Cruises

[0058] Another advantage of one embodiment is that the
cruise selling and booking system 110 provides a single
system that finds cruises which best suit the needs of the
customer; interacts with the database collection 230 and
cruise lines to perform functions related to reserving and
booking of the selected cruise; processes and manages
payment information such as credit card or bank account
information to collect payments for the selected cabins on
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the cruise ship and cruise sailing of choice; and upon
receiving confirmation from the cruise line that the cabin has
been booked, passes the confirmation information to the
customer and/or agent to finalize the transaction.

[0059] An additional advantage of one embodiment is that
the cruise selling and booking system 110 advantageously
includes a number of customer management features
increasing productivity and booking success rates. As dis-
cussed above, a customer information database may store
detailed information about each customer such that the
customer and/or agent may be able to input, update, and
retrieve customer information. This detailed information
helps the agent recall the individual characteristics of the
customers with whom he interacts and provides a useful tool
for improving customer relations. For example, in addition
to personal information such as name, address, and contact
numbers, the agent may store information about the cus-
tomer’s cruise preferences and previous sailing experiences
to help create an appropriate cruise package for the customer
without repeatedly questioning the customer. The customer
feels more at ease and enjoys a more personable experience
in cruise booking when the agent can recall his personal
information which may otherwise be forgotten by agents
who deal with numerous individuals on a daily basis.

[0060] An additional benefit of one embodiment is that
customers and/or agents may use customer information to
match upcoming cruises with customers who would be
potentially interested in purchasing based on personal pref-
erences and previous sailing experiences. Cruises which the
customer may be more likely to able to afford, may be
prioritized in favor of more expensive cruises. The cruise
selling and booking system 110 may use the customer’s
marital status, age, occupation, and/or recreational interests
to tailor the cruise search to include cruises which cater to
people of similar interests. Use of customer information to
select cruises increases productivity and booking success
rates of the agent when interacting with customers in a
number of ways, such as, for example, reducing the amount
of time used to collect customer information, establishing a
better rapport with customers by personalizing the interac-
tion and having detailed customer history at hand without
the customer having to provide the same information each
time they contact the agent, allowing the agent to quickly
assess which cruises are best suited for an individual cus-
tomer, and providing detailed comparisons of various
cruises and pricing levels to help the customer decide which
cruise to select.

[0061] Furthermore, one advantage of one embodiment is
that the cruise selling and booking system 110 provides an
intuitive, easy-to-use interface. The cruise selling and book-
ing system 110 may be implemented using a highly portable
language and format. In one embodiment, the cruise selling
and booking system 110 may be implemented in a central-
ized server environment accessible via the Internet 125 by
multiple users on various platforms running a myriad of
standard browser applications. The customer and/or agent’s
setup costs and installation time required to access the cruise
selling and booking system 110 is minimized and updates to
the cruise selling and booking system 110 can be provided
at the centralized server location without causing customer
or agent interruption.
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[0062]

[0063] In one embodiment, the agents and/or customers
interact with computers to access the cruise selling and
booking system 110 via communication mediums 120.

[0064] A. Communication Mediums

III. On-Line Selling and Booking System

[0065] The communication mediums 120 as shown in
FIGS. 2A and 2B include the Internet 125. The Internet 125
is a global network of interconnected computers capable of
sending and receiving information between one another. The
structure of the Internet 125, which is well known to those
of ordinary skill in the art, includes a network backbone
comprising communications channels such as copper wire,
optical fiber, or satellite based interconnections between
numerous computers, hubs, and routers which control,
direct, and maintain information passed between computers.
Additional networks branch from the above-mentioned
backbone, and these branches, in turn, have sub-networks
branching from them, and so on. Typically, information is
passed through the network in the form of packets which are
discrete pieces the information desirably sent through the
network. These packets of information are encoded in a form
interpretable by the network infrastructure and may support
features such as data compression, encryption, and error
correction to optimize the speed and efficiency by which the
information is transferred. For a more detailed description of
the structure and operation of the Internet 125, please refer
to “The Internet Complete Reference,” by Harley Hahn and
Rick Stout, published by McGraw-Hill, 1994.

[0066] One popular segment of the Internet 125 is the
World Wide Web (or Web). The World Wide Web comprises
many thousands of computers which utilize the Internet 125
infrastructure to serve and distribute information. Typically,
a server system is capable of two-way communication with
other computers and can desirably send information to other
computers which request the information or content stored
on the server system. The information stored on the server
system is typically interpreted using a software package
known as a browser, which is capable of displaying graphi-
cal, textual, audio and/or visual information.

[0067] Some of the server systems, which provide infor-
mation on the World Wide Web, are often referred to as
“websites” and interact with other computers on the World
Wide Web. Generally, each website has an associated elec-
tronic page or series of electronic pages which the server
sends to those computers requesting the information. The
requested information generally takes the form of an elec-
tronic page (or web page) encoded in one or more specific
languages that is interpreted by the requesting computer and
the browser which it runs. Several such languages com-
monly used by web servers include, but are not limited to,
Hypertext Markup Language (“HTML”), JAVA, JAVA
Script, Extensible Markup Language (“XML”), Active
Server Pages (“ASP”), and CGI scripting. The web page
provides the requesting computer with a document that
organizes the presentation of the information into a display
using text, graphical images, audio, and/or video. Further-
more, the computer, on which the online document is
viewed, may communicate with the website by sending and
receiving information through interface objects such as, for
example, fields, buttons, pull down menus, and key entered
commands. For a more detailed description on the World
Wide Web, please refer to “How to Set Up and Maintain a
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World Wide Web Site” by Lincoln D. Stein, published by
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1995.

[0068] One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
the communication mediums 120 may be advantageously be
comprised of one or more types of networks without detract-
ing from the invention. The communication mediums 120
may include, by way of example, local area networks
(“LANSs”), wide area networks (“WANs”), public internets,
private internets, a private computer network, a secure
internet, a private network, a public network, a value-added
network, interactive television networks, wireless data trans-
mission networks, two-way cable networks, interactive
kiosk networks, digital subscriber lines, cable modem lines,
and the like. The disclosed invention is thus suitable for
providing connectivity through many different forms of
communication mediums 120, however, it will be further
discussed in the context of connecting through the Internet
125. In addition, it is recognized that one or more networks
may be used to access the cruise selling and booking system
110. For example, a customer may interact with the cruise
selling and booking system 110 via the Internet 125, an
agent may interact with the cruise selling and booking
system 110 via a LAN, and/or the cruise lines may interact
with the cruise selling and booking system 110 via a wireless
data transmission network. In another embodiment, the
customers, agents, and cruise lines may all access the cruise
selling and booking system 110 via the Internet 125.

[0069] B. User Computer

[0070] The agent computer 240 and/or customer computer
250 (“user computer 240, 250”) shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B
are devices that allow the customer or agent to interact with
cruise selling and booking system 110 via the communica-
tion mediums 120. In one embodiment, the user computer
240, 250 is a conventional personal computer equipped with
a modem, Ethernet card, or other component which allows
the computer to send and receive information through the
communication mediums 120. Preferably, the user computer
240, 250 runs an appropriate operating system such as the
Microsoft® Windows® 3.1, Microsoft® Windows® 98,
Microsoft® Windows® 98 Second Edition®, Microsoft®
Windows® Millennium Edition®, Microsoft® Windows®
NT, Microsoft® Windows® 2000, Microsoft® Windows®
CE, PalmOS®, Apple® MacOS®, Linux®, Solaris®,
IRIX®, UNIX®, or IBM® OS/2® operating systems. As is
conventional, a preferred operating system further includes
a TCP/IP stack or other communications protocol which
handles all incoming and outgoing message traffic passed
over the communication mediums 120.

[0071] In other embodiments, the user computer 240, 250
may, for example, be a computer workstation, a local area
network of individual computers, an interactive television,
an interactive kiosk, a personal digital assistant, an interac-
tive wireless communications device, cellular phone, or the
like which interacts with the communication mediums 120.
While in such systems, the operating systems may differ, the
various operating systems may continue to provide the
appropriate communication protocols needed to establish
communication links with the communication mediums 120.

[0072] In one embodiment, the user computer 240, 250
utilizes several operational modules (not shown) including a
customer or agent browser module. The browser module is
a software program which allows a consumer to access
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different content providers through the communication
mediums 120. In one embodiment, the browser module is
the Netscape® Navigator developed by Netscape, Inc. or the
Microsoft® Internet Explorer developed by Microsoft Cor-
poration. One of ordinary skill in the art, however, will
recognize that numerous other types of access software may
also be used to implement an embodiment of the present
invention. These other types of access software may, for
example, include other types of Internet browsers, custom
network browsers, two-way communications software,
cable modem software, point-to-point software, and the like.

[0073] While the agent computer 240 and customer com-
puter 250 are referred to as user computers 240, 250, it is
recognized that the agent computer 240 and customer com-
puter 250 may be implemented using different or the same
hardware and/or software.

[0074] C. Cruise Selling and Booking System

[0075] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 includes a server component 210, a cruise selling
and booking component 220, and a database collection 230
as illustrated in FIG. 3A.

[0076] As used herein, the words component and module
refer to logic embodied in hardware or firmware or to a
collection of software instructions, possibly having entry
and exit points, written in a programming language, such as,
for example, C++, VISUAL BASIC, JAVA, C, FORTRAN,
JAVA Script, and so forth. A software component/module
may be compiled and linked into an executable program, or
installed in a dynamic link library, or may be written in an
interpretive language such as BASIC. It will be appreciated
that software components/modules may be callable from
other components or from themselves, and/or may be
invoked in response to detected events or interrupts. Soft-
ware instructions may be embedded in firmware, such as an
EPROM. It will be further appreciated that hardware com-
ponents/modules may be comprised of connected logic
units, such as gates and flip-flops, and/or may be comprised
of programmable units, such as programmable gate arrays or
processors. The components described herein are preferably
implemented as software components/modules, but may be
represented in hardware or firmware.

[0077] 1. Server Component

[0078] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 includes a server component 210, as shown in
FIG. 3A, that interacts with the cruise selling and booking
component 220 and with the user computers 240, 250 via the
communication mediums 120. The server component 210
may be configured to process messages from the user
computer 240, 250, to send requests to the cruise selling and
booking component 220, and to send response messages to
the user computer 240, 250.

[0079] In one embodiment, the server component 210 is
implemented as a web server which serves content over the
Internet 125 using languages such as, the Hyper Text
Markup Language (“HTML”). The web server may accept
requests from browsers, such as, for example, the
Netscape® Navigator or the Microsoft® Internet Explorer,
and return the requested document(s) to the browsers. The
web server may also utilize scripting programs, such as, for
example, CGI scripts, SSL security, and Active Server Pages
(“ASP”) to provide additional functionality. A wide variety
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of web servers may be used to implement the server com-
ponent 210, such as, for example, AOLserver, the Apache
server, the iServer, Microsoft IIS v5.0 server, Microsoft Site
server, Netscape Enterprise server, WebSite Pro server,
Xitami server, and so forth. Furthermore, the server com-
ponent 210 may also be implemented using a variety of other
servers, such as, for example, the BlueStone Sapphire server,
the Interop server, a Netscape Server, an Oracle server, a
SilverStream server, the Sybase Enterprise Server, the
WebObjects server, and so forth. In addition, the server
component 210 may be implemented using a variety of
computer systems, such as, for example, a conventional
general purpose computer using one or more microproces-
sors, such as, for example, a Pentium processor, a Pentium
II processor, a Pentium Pro processor, an xx86 processor, an
8051 processor, a MIPS processor, a Power PC processor, or
an Alpha processor, running a variety of platforms, such as,
for example, Mac OS, OpenlLinux, Red Hat Linux, Sun
Solaris, SGI IRIX, Novel NetWare, Windows NT Server 4.0,
and/or Windows 2000 Server.

[0080] 2. Cruise Selling and Booking Component

[0081] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 includes a cruise selling and booking component
220, as shown in FIG. 3A, that interacts with the server
component 210 and the database collection 230. In other
embodiments, it is recognized that the cruise selling and
booking component 220 may also interact with external
sources, such as, for example, proprietary cruise line sys-
tems, banking/financial systems, other travel agencies,
external databases, and so forth. In one embodiment, the
cruise selling and booking component 220 processes search
requests from the server component 210, queries the data-
base collection 230 and/or external sources for requested
information, receives the query results from the various
sources, processes the results, compiles the results into a set
of data, and formats the results for presentation to the user
via the server component 210.

[0082] The exemplary cruise selling and booking compo-
nent 220 of FIG. 3A includes a cruise selling and booking
process 310, a customer module 320, a cruise module 330,
and a booking module 340. The cruise selling and booking
process 310 guides the user through searching for cruise
packages and booking a selected package. The exemplary
customer module 320 includes a customer add process 322
that adds new customers to the customer database 232, a
customer search process 324 that queries the customer
database 232, and a customer update process 326 that
updates an existing customer’s information. The exemplary
cruise module 330 includes a cruise information add process
332 that adds information about the cruise lines, the cruise
ships, the cruise sailings, and/or the cruise packages to the
cruise database, a cruise search process 334 that queries the
cruise database, a cruise qualification process 336 that
receives a set of cruise preferences and finds cruise sailing
and/or cruise price information that matches the set of cruise
preferences, and a cruise comparison process 338 that
receives identifiers for multiple cruise sailings or packages
and returns detailed information about the identified objects
in a comparison format. The exemplary booking module 340
includes a cruise booking process 342 that receives cruise
reservation/booking information and books the correspond-
ing cruise package, and a cruise payment process 344 that
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receives cruise payment information and forwards the pay-
ment information to the appropriate entity.

[0083] An additional embodiment of a cruise selling and
booking component 220 is illustrated in FIG. 3B. In addi-
tion to the customer module 320, the cruise module 330, and
the booking module 340, the cruise selling and booking
component 220 also includes an agent ownership module
configured to track and manage agent of record relation-
ships, a customer qualification module 360 configured to
match a customer’s preferences with a variety of cruise
package options, a price comparison module 370 configured
to present the user with pricing options and to provide price
matrices of detailed pricing information, and a comparison
module 380 configured to provide side-by-side comparisons
of various cruise package and pricing information.

[0084] 1t is recognized that in other embodiments, the
cruise selling and booking component 220 may include
other processes (not shown) that provide information from
the database collection 230 as well as other external sources.

[0085] The cruise selling and booking component 220
may be implemented using a variety of software and hard-
ware components. For example, the cruise selling and book-
ing component 220 may include a set of electronic page
documents that are written in HTML code, ASP scripts, and
so forth. As is well known in the art, standard HTML
documents are web documents wherein the structure and
layout are defined by a variety of tags and attributes and are
capable of being read by standard browsers. Active Server
Pages (“ASP”) is a server-based, script language developed
by Microsoft Corporation that allows for the dynamic gen-
eration of HTML code via server and client program scripts.
Rather than maintain separate script programs and electronic
page documents, the script programs may be embedded in
the active server pages to form a set of “smart” electronic
page documents. As is well known in the art, ASP docu-
ments do not need to be compiled, they can run on any
browser, and may allow the transfer of information from the
database collection 230. For a more detailed description of
Active Server Pages, please refer to “ASP in a Nutshell: A
Desktop Quick Reference,” by A. Keyton Weissinger, pub-
lished by O’Reilly & Associates, Inc., 1999.

[0086] In addition, the cruise selling and booking compo-
nent 220 may include additional software modules pro-
grammed in variety of languages for processing user
requests, performing data lookup, compiling sets of data,
formatting data, and so forth.

[0087] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
component 220 is implemented on the same component as
the server component 210, though it is recognized that in
other embodiments, the cruise selling and booking compo-
nent 220 may be implemented in a separate component. For
more information on the types of computers and/or plat-
forms that may be used to implement the cruise selling and
booking component 220, please see the section above
entitled “Server Component.”

[0088] 3. Database Collection

[0089] In one embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 includes a database collection 230, as shown in
FIGS. 3A and 3B, that stores data about the customers, the
cruises lines, the activities, and the agents. The exemplary
database collection 230 includes four databases, a customer
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database 232, a cruise line database 234, an activity database
236, and an agent database 238.

[0090] The customer database 232 includes information
about the customers. Such information may include name,
address, phone number, cruise history, cabin preference,
family information, age, travel destination preference, as
well as other travel-related information.

[0091] The cruise line database 234 may include informa-
tion about various cruise lines, various cruise ships, and
various cruise sailings. The information about specific sail-
ings may further include information such as ship name,
number, sailing destination, departure dates, number of
cabins, cabin categories, dining room capacity, viewable
maps of the ship, as well as other detailed cruise line
information. In addition, the cruise line database 234 may
include information such as cabin availability and pricing
data. In one embodiment, the cruise line database 234 data
may be entered manually by a travel agent or downloaded/
received from the cruise lines and/or other sources.

[0092] In one embodiment, the cruise line database 234
enables information about the various cruise lines to be
stored in a single database or database collection. The cruise
lines have a myriad of data that is organized differently
according to each cruise line. For example, the cruise lines
tend to use their own proprietary naming and pricing
schemes; they individually select how the data is selected,
stored, and configured; and some cruise lines may provide
data that other cruise lines do not. For example, many cruise
lines use their own system for categorizing cabins and have
also use their own pricing schemes.

[0093] Insome embodiments, the cruise line database 234
may normalize all of the data from the various cruise lines
into a uniform system. In other embodiments, the cruise line
database 234 may be configured to accommodate a wide
variety of data. For example, the cruise line database 234
may include a table of categories in which each cruise line
may have its own unique set of categories ranked from most
luxurious to most economical thus maintaining the individu-
ality of each cruise line while at the same time enabling the
various cruise line data to be compared. The cruise line
database 234 may, for example, provide pricing information
for the most luxurious cabins for cruise sailings on Cruise
Line A and Cruise Line B even though the cruise lines use
different cabin naming nomenclature and different category
structures.

[0094] The activity database 236 includes information
about the activities in the cruise selling and booking system
110. These activities may include brochures, leads, quotes,
reservations, bookings, as well as other ongoing activity
information. In one embodiment, the activity database 236 is
closely linked with the customer database 232, the cruise
line database 234, and the agent database 238.

[0095] The agent database 238 includes information about
the agents that use the cruise selling and booking system
110. Agent information may include the agents’ logins,
passwords, access privileges, company, address, phone
numbers, booking history, current commission, and so forth.

[0096] While the database collection 230 depicted in
FIGS. 3A and 3B includes four separate databases, it is
recognized that in other embodiments, the database collec-
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tion 230 may include other databases and/or some of the
exemplary databases may be combined.

[0097] In one embodiment, the database collection 230
may be implemented with Structured Query Language
(“SQL”) code. The structured query language is a language
standardized by the International Standards Organization
(“ISO”) for defining, updating, and querying a relational
database. It is recognized however, that other code may be
used to access the database collection 230. For example, in
one embodiment, the database collection 230 may interact
with various accessory programs to store, retrieve, and
process the information of the databases, such as, for
example, dynamic link libraries (“DLLs”). DLLs (not
shown) may interact with the server component 210, the
cruise selling and booking component 220, and the database
collection 230 directly, or with the database collection 230
via a database manipulation module, such as, for example,
a Microsoft Database Access Object (“DAO”). The execu-
tion of the DLL may be called automatically from within the
scripts or routines of the web page documents as needed and
may not necessarily require the customer or agent explicitly
launch a separate program or series of programs.

[0098] In one embodiment, the database collection 230 is
implemented using a relational database, such as, for
example, those sold by Oracle Corp. or Sybase. It is recog-
nized however that other relational databases may be used
and/or other types of databases may be used, such as, for
example, object oriented databases, flat file databases, and
so forth. Furthermore, the database collection 230 may be
implemented as a single database with separate tables or as
other data structures that are well know in the art such as
linked lists, binary trees, and so forth.

[0099] In one embodiment, the database collection 230 is
implemented as a separate component or separate compo-
nents from the cruise selling and booking component 220
and/or the server component 210, though it is recognized
that in other embodiments, the database collection 230 may
be implemented on the same component as the cruise selling
and booking component 220 and/or the server component
210. For more information on the types of computers and/or
platforms that may be used to run the database collection
230, please see the section above entitled “Server Compo-
nent.”

[0100] As noted above, one embodiment that is imple-
mented using a web server (“web server environment”)
provides several advantages. First, the web server environ-
ment does not require any dedicated hardware or software to
be installed on the customer or agents computer which will
utilize the cruise selling and booking system 110. This
advantage may apply to both customers and agents in that
they do not have the burden of expense normally associated
with purchasing or licensing a dedicated system. Second,
maintenance and upgrades of the cruise selling and booking
system 110 may be centrally administrated and automati-
cally processed with little or no intervention by those using
the cruise selling and booking system 110. For example, the
cruise line database 234 may be updated without the cus-
tomer’s knowledge. In addition, each computer which con-
nects to the cruise selling and booking system 110 automati-
cally receives and connects with the most appropriate
software as determined by the web server of the cruise
selling and booking system 110. In addition, the interactive
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interface of the cruise selling and booking system 110, like
many interactive web pages, uses the familiar environment
of a web browser running on the computer the customer or
agent uses, thus, minimizing the learning time required to
operate and become proficient with the cruise selling and
booking system 110.

[0101] 4. One Embodiment of a Database Collection

[0102] One embodiment of the database collection 230
will now be described in detail, however, it is recognized
that in other embodiments, different types of database
schemes, tables, and/or fields may be used. For a more
detailed description of this embodiment, please refer to
Appendix A.

[0103] In one embodiment, the database collection 230
includes a client database, a supplier database, a case
database, a staff member database, as well as a set of
replicated tables. As is well known in the art, in one
embodiment, the database collection 230 may be normal-
ized, however, in other embodiments, various tables of the
database collection 230 may be replicated so as to allow
faster database access.

[0104] Inone embodiment, the client database, which may
also be referred to as a customer database 232, includes a
variety of tables. The client database may include the
following tables: client, company, recent activity, notes,
cruise line, passenger, passenger medical needs, users,
cruise ships, cruise activity, phone information, client sup-
plier assignment, cruise group member, cruise frequent
information, clients, payment header, passenger special
occasion, consumer information, past sailing supplier, cruise
region, cruise subregion, address information, household,
cruise port, medical need, and cruise special occasion. Each
of the tables may include several fields. For example, the
company table may include fields such as, company name,
company L.D., company areas, mailing address, city, state,
zip code, country, time zone, phone, extension, fax, website
address, contract number, primary contact, secondary con-
tact, industry, notes, user name, and so forth. In addition, the
passenger table may include fields such as, client user name,
passenger user name, qualification date, home gateway, staff
user name, home gateway type, home gateway abbreviation,
status, air requested, user name, and so forth. A detailed
description of one embodiment of a client database, includ-
ing tables, fields, types and keys is illustrated in Appendix A.

[0105] In one embodiment, the supplier database, which
may also be referred to as the cruise line database 234, also
includes a variety of tables. The supplier database may
include the following tables: supplier work payment detail,
payment detail, cruise inventory contract, payment header,
ship, company supplier, company CRS, cancellation detail,
brochure, booking balance, unit commission paid, supplier,
line item air, air class, finance, line item package, insurance
information, insurance verification, itinerary, line item, itin-
erary cabin category, itinerary detail, itinerary region, cus-
tomer refund, cruise air contract, cruise frequent informa-
tion, supplier frequent level, supplier contract, supplier card,
company, refund details, supplier contact address, rate,
payment advice, matrix flight rule, air contract matrix, air
contract, past sailing supplier, location package, package,
cruise package, line item detail, supplier location, supplier
TRNX field, supplier geographic region, transaction history,
supplier note, cruise line, supplier product, supplier rank,
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supplier SABRE regions, supplier TRNX, supplier TRNX
field value, and so forth. Each of the tables may include
several fields. For example, the cruise air contract table may
include fields such as cruise inventory contract number,
location type number, location abbreviation, ship code,
supplier number, start date, itinerary name, airline number,
air counting code, class, and so forth. In addition, the
insurance information table may include the fields supplier
number, high booking amount, maximum number of nights,
and so forth. A detailed description of one embodiment of
the supplier database, including tables, fields, data types, and
keys, is illustrated in Appendix A.

[0106] Inone embodiment, the cases database, which may
also be referred to as an activity database 236, includes a
variety of tables. The cases database may include the fol-
lowing tables: cases, insurance verification, label print
queue, booking balance header, mark down, mark down
reason, passenger, synchronized audit, work payment detail,
refund, refund request header, payment booking, payment
detail, case note, case information, invoice comments, can-
cellation header, booking balance detail, aging report, audit
aging commission, agent commission paid, line item, and so
forth. Each of the tables may include several fields. For
example, the refund table may include fields such as, I.D.,
case L.D., refund reason I.D., refund type I.D., disbursement
batch number, refund status, refund amount, override
address flag, void refund flag, middle initial, card expiration
month, credit card expiration year, four digit code, look up
by, look up by date, look up program, insert by, insert date,
insert program, card number, card zip code, name on card,
first name, last name, authorization user, void refund user,
and so forth. In addition, the line item table may include
fields such as case L.D., line item number, user name,
location type number, supplier number, to location, from
location, line item type number, roll up flag, departure date,
arrival date, expiration date, parent line item number, status,
quantity purchased, total sale, total tax, total commission,
insert date, look up date flag, and so forth. A more detailed
description of one embodiment of the cases database,
including tables, fields, data types and keys, is illustrated in
Appendix A.

[0107] In one embodiment, the staff member database,
which may also be referred to as an agent database 238,
includes a variety of tables. The agent database 238 may
include the following tables: time tracker, time tracker type,
time tracker, user, user groups, alert groups, groups, group
permissions, permission areas, permissions, activities, posi-
tion type, activity tasks, pay type, staff member address,
address type, marital status type, employee language, lan-
guage type, phone type, staff member phone, employee
remark type, company property type, employee company
property, employee status, employee status type, contract
type, benefit type, employee contract, approved time sheet,
employee benefit, team manager, team, time tracker man-
ager, pay period, department, company department, time
zone, company, staff department, clients, staff members, and
so forth. Each of the tables may include several fields. For
example, the permissions table may include fields such as,
permission name, permission description, area name, core
permission, is group permanent, is audience permanent, and
so forth. In addition, the pay period table may include fields
such as, for example, pay period 1.D., pay period L.D.
description, look up date, base date, look up by, number of
days, look up program, insert date, insert by, insert program,
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and so forth. A detailed description of one embodiment of
the staff members database, including tables, fields, data
types, and keys, is illustrated in Appendix A.

[0108] In one embodiment, the database collection 230
may replicate several of the tables, as previously discussed,
so as to improve database access time. Appendix A also
includes a list of tables that may be replicated in order to
improve processing time.

[0109] While Appendix A illustrates one embodiment of a
detailed database collection 230, it is recognized that various
implementations of the database collection 230 may be used.
In addition, as previously discussed, other types of databases
and/or other data structures may be used to implement the
database collection 230.

[0110] A detailed description of embodiments of a com-
pare display is disclosed in a concurrently filed application
having the title “SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF COM-
PARING PRODUCT INFORMATION,” internal reference
number TRAVL.017A, which is incorporated herein by
reference. A detailed description of embodiments of pricing
options and price matrices is disclosed in a concurrently
filed application having the title “SYSTEMS AND METH-
ODS OF DISPLAYING CRUISE LINE PRICING DATA,”
internal reference number TRAVL.018A, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference. A detailed description of one
embodiments of managing agent ownership is disclosed in a
concurrently filed application having the title “SYSTEMS
AND METHODS OF MAINTAINING CLIENT RELA-
TIONSHIPS,” internal reference number TRAVL.019A,
which is incorporated herein by reference. A detailed
description of embodiments of qualification is disclosed in a
concurrently filed application having the title “SYSTEMS
AND METHODS OF MATCHING CUSTOMER PREF-
ERENCES WITH AVAILABLE OPTIONS,” internal refer-
ence number TRAVL.020A, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

[0111] TIV. Accessing the Cruise Selling and Booking Sys-
tem
[0112] In one embodiment, both customers and agents

may access the cruise selling and booking system 110.
[0113] A. Customer Access

[0114] In one embodiment, a customer may access the
cruise selling and booking system 110 without necessarily
interacting with an agent as illustrated in FIG. 2B. For
example, a customer may access the cruise selling and
booking system 110 via a web-based service by utilizing a
standard web browser on his own computer to connect to the
cruise selling and booking system 110 web page. The
customer may initiate a session by manually entering the
cruise selling and booking system 110 web site address in
the appropriate field of the browser, or the connection may
be established automatically by configuring the browser to
access the cruise selling and booking system 110 web page
upon opening a browser window. When the connection has
been established, the cruise selling and booking system 110
uses web pages to visually prompt the customer for input,
collect information from the customer, and/or interactively
guide the customer through the process of finding, pricing,
and/or booking a cruise package. The information which is
sent to the customer is formatted and visually presented in
an easy to interpret manner and allows the customer to
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quickly and accurately find cruise packages which suit the
customer’s preferences. In one embodiment, should the
customer desire the assistance of an agent, the cruise selling
and booking system 110 may automatically store the infor-
mation entered by the customer in the database collection
230 and an agent with access to the cruise selling and
booking system 110 may subsequently retrieve the informa-
tion. This feature provides improved customer/agent inter-
activity by saving customers from repeating information
previously entered in the cruise selling and booking system
110 to each agent with whom they interact.

[0115] B. Agent Access

[0116] In another embodiment, the agent may use an agent
computer 240, similarly configured as the customer com-
puter 250 described above, to access the cruise selling and
booking system 110 as illustrated in FIG. 2A. In one
embodiment, agents and customers may access different
cruise selling and booking systems 110 or the same cruise
selling and booking system 110. Moreover, agents and
customers may be given different types of access to the
cruise selling and booking system 110. For example, the
cruise selling and booking system 110 may permit an agent
to access additional resources and web pages of the cruise
selling and booking system 110 to which the customer may
not have access such as commission information. Further-
more, in one embodiment, different agents may have differ-
ent types of access to the cruise selling and booking system
110 depending on their status, such as, for example, agent in
training, seasoned agent, manager, and system administrator.

[0117] Inone embodiment, an agent may access the cruise
selling and booking system 110 via a web-based service by
utilizing a standard web browser on his computer to connect
to the cruise selling and booking system 110 web page either
manually or automatically as discussed above. When the
connection has been established, the agent may access
several features of the cruise selling and booking system
110. For example, an agent may access an interface to enter
customer information into the cruise selling and booking
system 110 databases for later retrieval. The agent may also
search information stored in the cruise line database 234,
such as detailed information and summaries with more
complete descriptions and statistics of each cruise, detailed
pricing and availability information about each cruise
including actual cost and percentage markups. The agent
may also narrow the number of cruises to be selected from
based on a customer’s profile and preferences and compare
multiple cruise packages in a side-by-side manner. Further-
more, the agent may access cruise ship reservation, confir-
mation, booking, and payment features. These features
allow the agent to sell and book cruises over the Internet
125.

[0118] V. Cruise Selling and Booking System Processes

[0119] The cruise selling and booking system 110 includes
several processes, as shown in FIG. 3A, such as, a cruise
selling and booking process 310, a collection of customer
module 320 processes, a collection of cruise module pro-
cesses 330, and a collection of booking module 340 pro-
cesses.

[0120] A. Cruise Selling and Booking Process

[0121] One embodiment of an overview of a cruise selling
and booking process 310 is illustrated in FIG. 4 and will
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now be described in more detail. For purposes of illustration,
FIG. 4 will be described wherein the user is an agent though
it is recognized that in other embodiments the user may be
a customer.

[0122] Beginning at a start state (block 410), the cruise
selling and booking process 310 proceeds to a login state
(block 420) wherein the cruise selling and booking process
310 verifies the agent’s login and password. Proceeding to
a customer search state (block 430), the cruise selling and
booking process 310 receives a set of customer identification
information, and searches and retrieves the corresponding
customer information from the customer database 232. Pro-
ceeding to a qualify state (block 440), the cruise selling and
booking process 310 receives a set of customer preferences
and searches and retrieves cruise sailing information that
matches the customer’s preferences. Proceeding to a cruise
detail state (block 450), the cruise selling and booking
process 310 receives selected cruise sailings and searches
and retrieves detailed information, such as pricing and
availability, for the selected cruise sailings. Proceeding to a
booking state (block 460), the cruise selling and booking
process 310 receives a selected cruise package and books the
selected cruise package with appropriate cruise line. Pro-
ceeding to a payment state (block 470), the cruise selling and
booking process 310 receives and processes the customer’s
payment information and proceeds to an end state (block
480).

[0123] Exemplary screen displays will now be discussed
to further describe the various status of the cruise selling and
booking process 310. The screen displays illustrate one
embodiment of the invention, and it is recognized that in
other embodiments, other screen displays may be used
and/or other interfaces may be used such as a touch screen,
a hand held device, or other interfaces.

[0124] 1. Login

[0125] In the start state (block 410), the process initializes
and then proceeds to the login state (block 420) wherein the
agent performs standard login procedures that are well
known in the art. The login process ensures that only
authorized users may access the web site and contents of the
cruise selling and booking system 110 and/or determines the
appropriate level of access for each user. Login procedures
by entry of a username and password specifying a valid
agent account on the cruise selling and booking system 110
are typically used to provide validation of the agent’s status,
though it is recognized that other procedures may be used.
Securing the web site and allowing access to only authorized
users is well known and readily understood by those of skill
in the art. Once the agent attempts to login by sending the
agent’s assigned login identification and secure password to
the cruise selling and booking process 310, the cruise selling
and booking process 310 looks up the agent’s login identi-
fication in the agent computer 240 database and verifies the
agent’s password. If the agent’s login identification is not
found or the password was not verified, then the cruise
selling and booking process 310 returns an error message to
the agent computer 240. If the agent’s login identification is
found and the password is verified, the cruise selling and
booking process 310 proceeds to the customer search state
(block 430).

[0126]

[0127] In one embodiment, upon successful login, the
agent is directed to a main menu web page, as illustrated in

a. Main Menu
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FIG. 5, which includes user interface tools, such as buttons
or links, for accessing the various features of the cruise
selling and booking system 110. For example, the exemplary
main menu 510 display allows the agent to access features
such as selling and booking 520, back office 530, inventory
management 540, product management 550, and adminis-
trative features 560. The main menu 510 serves as a starting
point for each of the features described above. In one
embodiment, the agent may return to the main menu 510
throughout the cruise selling and booking system 110 pro-
cess.

[0128] The main menu 510 may also provide the agent
with an activity listing 570 which may include categories for
bookings 571, brochures 572, leads 573, options 574, and
quotes 575. In FIG. 5, each of the categories has an
associated numerical value that indicates the number of
currently active customers which fall into the activity listing
570 category. The purpose of the activity listing 570 is to
provide the agent with a quick summary of information for
those customers he should contact. Each activity listing 570
enables the agent to access a listing of the customers who
fall within the activities groups described above. In the
illustrated embodiment, the agent may select any of the
activity listings 570 which will then direct him to a separate
screen showing the details of the selected activity listing
570.

[0129] Additionally, the main menu may include a “to do”
list 580 which includes subcategories such as phone calls
581 and tasks 582. The “to do” list 580 provides a reminder
for activities for which the agent should initiate and follow
up. In a similar manner to the activity listing 570 above, the
agent may select any of the items in the “to do™ list 580 in
order to access a listing of customers who fall within the
subcategories as well as information for contacting the
customers.

[0130] To proceed to the customer search state (block
430), the agent may select the Selling and Booking feature.

[0131] 2. Customer Search

[0132] Proceeding to the customer search state (block
430), the agent is directed to a search web page 610,
illustrated in FIG. 6, wherein the agent may select among a
set of options related to searching customer information. In
the exemplary search web page 610, the agent may search
for customers based on data entered in fields which corre-
spond to the information stored in the customer database
232.

[0133] The customer information may be organized in a
set of fields 620 that are indexed within the database so as
to be retrievable individually or in groups by the search
process. For example, the exemplary query fields 620 allow
the agent to search for a customer in a number of ways
including the customer’s last name 621, first name 622, state
623, zip code 624, phone number 625, customer number
626, order number 627, and/or reservation number 628.

[0134] After the agent enters the search information, the
agent computer 240 sends the customer information to the
cruise selling and booking system 110. The cruise selling
and booking process 310 then receives the customer infor-
mation and searches for customers in the customer database
232 that match the submitted information. If no matching
customers are found, the cruise selling and booking process
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310 sends a message to the agent computer 240 that no
search results were found. If matching customers are found,
the cruise selling and booking process 310 formats and
returns the results of the search to the agent computer 240.
The agent computer 240 displays the list of matching
customers as a set of search results 630 and allows the agent
to select a customer 631 and designate the selected customer
as the “active customer.” For a more detailed description of
one embodiment of the search state (block 430), see the
section below entitled “Customer Module Processes—Cus-
tomer Search Process.”

[0135] When a customer is active, the agent computer 240
and/or the cruise selling and booking system 110 may use
the customer’s stored information to enhance the cruise
selling and booking process 310 as will be discussed in
greater detail below.

[0136] The cruise selling and booking process 310 may
also allow the agent computer 240 to perform additional
searches wherein the agent may change the information
contained in the search query fields 620 to find other
customers. When a new search is performed the results of
the previous search are discarded and the results of the new
search are displayed in the search results section 630 of the
search web page 610.

[0137] As discussed above, when a matching customer is
found, the agent may select the customer and proceed to the
qualification process state (block 440).

[0138] 3. Qualification

[0139] In the qualification state (block 440), the cruise
selling and booking process 310 receives a customer’s
preferences and finds cruise sailings that match the custom-
er’s preferences. The qualification state allows the agent to
reduce the number of cruise sailings he may present to the
customer and to focus on the more appropriate cruise
sailings. In the cruise industry, it is typical that there are
many available cruises sailings which a customer could take
within a specified time frame. In order to reduce the amount
of time the agent spends describing individual cruise pack-
ages to the customer, it is more efficient and less frustrating
to the customer to first narrow the choices of cruise sailings
based on the customer’s preferences. In one embodiment,
the cruise selling and booking process 310 reduces or
eliminates cruises of which the customer has no interest or
cannot book based on a series of selectable criteria.

[0140] The customer’s sailing preferences may include a
variety of factors and may be based on information about the
customer from the customer database 232, such as, for
example, booking history, preferred suppliers, and/or future
destinations, as well as new information from the customer
such as, for example, number of passengers per cabin,
currently preferred destination, and so forth. In other
embodiments, the customer’s sailing preferences may
include the price range; the desirable range of dates and
duration of the cruise in which the customer is willing or
able to participate; the desired destination or region of the
world where the cruise will travel to as well as the home
gateway from which the cruise ship will depart; the cruise
ship supplier or company which the customer may have
preference for including specific cruise ships within a cruise
line’s fleet; and/or special conditions pertaining to the cus-
tomer which might make him eligible for discounted rates or
particular sailings.
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[0141] FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of customer
preference web page 710 or qualification display with a
preference section 720. In the exemplary qualification dis-
play 710, the preferences section 720 includes number of
persons per cabin 721, dates of travel 722, home gateway
723, number of nights of travel 724, day of embarkation 725,
and port of embarkation 726. In addition, the preferences
section 720 enables the agent to view a set of travel regions
727, itineraries 728, suppliers 729, ships 730, and/or ports
731. In addition, the agent may search by supplier contract
number 732. In one embodiment, the cruise selling and
booking system 110 may generate such information from the
database collection 230, however, it is recognized that in
other embodiments, the information may be entered in
whole or in part as separate data or not included at all.

[0142] In the exemplary qualification display 710, the
agent has restricted the search to cruises allowing two
persons per cabin, from Sep. 8, 2001 to Sep. 16, 2001 sailing
for seven nights, and departing on any day of the week.

[0143] When the agent has entered the appropriate infor-
mation listed above, the agent computer 240 submits the
customer’s sailing preferences to the cruise selling and
booking system 110. The cruise selling and booking process
310 receives the information and searches for cruise sailings
in the cruise line database 234 that fall within the range of
the submitted criteria.

[0144] If no matching cruise sailings are found, the cruise
selling and booking process 310 may inform the agent
computer 240 that no sailings were found, or the cruise
selling and booking process 310 may return cruise search
results 740 that include a set of “suggested” cruise sailings
that do not meet the criteria but still may be of interest to the
customer. Such “suggested” cruise sailings may be selected
on the basis of several factors. For example, the cruise
selling and booking process 310 may suggest cruises sail-
ings that depart on dates before or after those specified by
the customer, cruise sailings that provide special discounts
for attributes that match the customer’s profile (e.g., children
cruise free), cruise sailings that match preferences that the
customer has previously requested, as well many other
cruise sailings.

[0145] If matching cruise sailings are found, the cruise
selling and booking process 310 sends a set of matching
cruise sailings to the agent computer 240. As described
above, the cruise selling and booking process 310 may also
include a set of suggested cruise sailings with the matching
cruise sailings. For a more detail description of one embodi-
ment of the qualification state (block 440), please see the
section below entitled “Cruise Module Processes—Cruise
Qualification Process.”

[0146] After the agent computer 240 receives the set of
cruise sailings, the agent may select a subset of the cruise
sailings and send them to the cruise selling and booking
process 310 and proceed to the cruise detail state (block
450).

[0147] FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary set of cruise search
results 740 that enables the agent to view and select number
of cruise sailings by marking the “check box”742 that
corresponds to the selected cruise package. An exemplary
cruise search results section 740 is shown in FIG. 7 wherein
the first cruise package is the Carnival Tropicale ship
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scheduled to depart on Sep. 8, 2001 for a seven day cruise
to the Western Caribbean. The agent has selected the Car-
nival Tropicale, the Princess Dawn Princess, and the Royal
Caribbean Explorer of the Seas. In one embodiment, the
cruise selling and booking process 310 may also include
guidelines for ranking the order in which the cruise sailings
are displayed and/or provide separate designations for
“matching” and “suggested” cruise sailings, such as, for
example, by availability, by departure date, by average cost,
and so forth. In FIG. 7, the agent has selected three cruise
sailings and may proceed to the cruise detail state (block
450).

[0148] 1t is recognized that FIG. 7 illustrates one embodi-
ment of a cruise search results section 740 and that in other
embodiments, other cruise search results sections 740 may
be used. For example, in another embodiment, the cruise
search results section 740 may include information about
pricing, such as Block pricing and/or FIT pricing informa-
tion, as well time stamp information indicating when the
information was last updated by time and date.

[0149] 4. Cruise Detail

[0150] In the cruise detail state (block 450), the cruise
selling and booking process 310 receives the selected cruise
sailings and retrieves additional details about the cruise
sailings such as, for example, availability, rate options,
pricing information, package information, and so forth.

[0151] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
process 310 enables the agent to select a cruise sailing, view
and select available rate options for the selected cruise
sailing, view pricing information based on the selected rate
options, and compare sailing/pricing information for mul-
tiple cruise sailings. For a more detailed description of one
embodiment of the cruise detail state (block 450), please see
the section below entitled “Cruise Module Processes—
Cruise Comparison Process.”

[0152] FIG. 8 illustrates one embodiment of a cruise
detail web page 810 wherein the agent computer 240 is
presented with a list of the selected cruise sailings in the
“Select A Cruise” section of the display 820. In the exem-
plary cruise detail web page 810, the agent has selected three
cruise sailings, the Carnival Tropicale, the Princess Dawn
Princess, and the Royal Caribbean Explorer of the Seas.
From those sailings, the agent may choose to view additional
information which is displayed in a “Cruise Detail” section
830.

[0153] FIG. 9 illustrates one embodiment of the cruise
detail web page 810 after the agent has selected the Princess
Dawn Princess, and the cruise selling and booking process
310 has retrieved the available rate options 910 for the
Princess Dawn Princess and placed them in the “Cruise
Detail” section 830. Rate options, also referred to as pricing
options, are the representative pricing categories that the
agent selects for the customer. Each cruise sailing has a
variety of rate options that set the prices for the multiple
categories of cabins. Travel agents use the rate options along
with other pricing information to find the best rate for the
customer while at the same time maximizing their own
commission. Due to the large number of possible rate
options for each of the multiple cabin categories, it is often
useful for the agent to limit the pricing information of each
sailing to a smaller subset of information based on the
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customer’s profile and preferences. In one embodiment, the
cruise selling and booking process 310 may restrict the
number of rate options that may be selected (e.g. to four or
five). These rate options may include the discounts associ-
ated with package deals for air and extended stay vacation.
Other examples include local resident discounts, senior
discounts, group rates, and so forth. The display in FIG. 9
includes a rate option “code”912, name and detail of the
code 914, the dates for which each code is valid 916, as well
as the status of the option 918. In the exemplary display, the
user has selected rate code BNPTPXUSD for the Princess
Dawn Princess cruise sailing.

[0154] 1t isrecognized that FIG. 9 illustrates one embodi-
ment of available rate options 910 and that in other embodi-
ments, other available rate options 910 may be used. For
example, in other embodiments, different types of data may
be displayed and/or some of the data may be excluded from
the display.

[0155] FIG. 10 illustrates one embodiment of a cruise
detail web page 810 wherein the prices for the available
cabin categories for the designated sailing that match the
selected rate options are displayed in a price matrix 1010.
The exemplary display 810 shows the “Best Price” matrix
1010 which includes a category code 1011, an upgrade field
1012, cabin category type 1013, promotion price 1014, best
full tariff price 1015, best agency price 1016, and pricing
description information 1017.

[0156] The exemplary price matrix 1010 displays the
pricing information for the selected rate options in table
format with heading descriptions at the top of the table such
that each row includes information that corresponds with an
individual pricing plans. For example, for category 6D, the
GG promotional rate is $99999.00, the Best Fit price is
$3400.00 and the Best TRVL price is $2900.00. In one
embodiment, the cruise selling and booking process 310
may return a “not available” designation (e.g., “N/A”) if no
cabins are available in that category. To the left of each
pricing plan option, there is an arrow 1018 that enables the
agent to open a window directly underneath the row in
question that will display the specifics of the pricing plan.
There is also another arrow 1019 that enables an agent to
select a pricing category for display. In one embodiment, the
price matrix may include functionality to further refine the
searching criteria. For example, the default for the passenger
field is two persons, upon changing an entry in a field of the
price matrix window, the entire pricing scheme may be
updated in real time.

[0157] Inaddition, the price matrix may be altered such as,
for example, by reducing the number of viewed items (e.g.,
when the agent selects “Show Selected”), displaying addi-
tional detailed information regarding a sailing, as well as
showing all of the locations of cabins, lounges, and enter-
tainment on any selected ship (e.g., when the agent selects
“Deck™). In one embodiment, the agent may switch between
a variety of price matrices such as, for example, a price
matrix with the “best price” information, a price matrix with
detailed information, a price matrix with airfare information,
and so forth. For example, in the exemplary display of FIG.
10, the agent is viewing the “Best Price” matrix and may
select the “Detail” button 1020 to display a “Detail” price
matrix with detailed information on the Princess Dawn
Princess cruise sailing on Sep. 9, 2001.
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[0158] In one embodiment, the agent computer 240 may
select another cruise from the “Select A Cruise™ section 820
and view more detailed information about the newly
selected cruise in the “Cruise Detail” section 830.

[0159] While the cruise detail display 810 may, in one
embodiment, display details for one cruise package at a
time, the display may also include a side-by-side compare
display section 1110 as depicted in FIG. 11. The side-by-
side compare display 1110 allows the agent to evaluate a
number of specific sailings, under specific criteria, in a
side-by-side comparison. The windows may be cleared and
populated with new information.

[0160] The agent may choose to add one of the categories
of the sailing in the cruise detail section to the compare
display by selecting a category in the price matrix 1010. In
the exemplary display, the category may be sorted by
selecting the arrow 1019 in the price matrix. It is recognized
that in other embodiments, the agent may select a category
using other user interface techniques that are well known in
the art. In one embodiment, the compare display 1110 may
allow the user to display detailed information of up to N
different cruise categories at one time where N is an integer
determined, for example, by the size of the display. The
exemplary compare display 1110 of FIG. 11 allows the user
to display up to three different cruise categories at one time
(N=3).

[0161] The cruise selling and booking process 310
receives the agent’s selections of specific pricing categories
from “Cruise Detail” section 830, retrieves the relevant
information, and places the information in an available
compare display window 1112, 1114. For example, in the
exemplary compare display 1110, the ship information, and
the associated sailing date is located in an information bar.
In one embodiment, the compare display information
includes itinerary type, rate options, number of nights for
which the cruise sails, category, and so forth. The compare
display 1110 may also provide the agent with access to a
number of other features. For example, the agent may hold
an “option” for the customer or “book™ a reservation using
the buttons below the information bar. Furthermore, the
agent may “quote™ a price to the customer that will last for
a predetermined amount of time. The agent may also place
a cabin “on hold” for a predefined amount of time. If the
requested cabin is not available, then the agent may request
another cabin. In addition, by selecting the “Clear” button
1116, the agent may remove the specific pricing information
from the compare display and allow for the window to either
remain open or be filled with another selected set of category
price information.

[0162] In one embodiment, all of the windows may be
compared simultaneously and a scrolling feature may be
initiated ensuring that all of the windows will display the
same sets of information to agent at the same time. Thus,
when the agent scrolls down the first window in the display,
the other windows will also scroll down simultaneously.
Furthermore, when one set of data is removed and another
is added, it will appear in the same position as the other two,
so that the information display may remain synchronized.

[0163] The cruise details and pricing information dis-
played in FIGS. 8, 9, 10, and 11 illustrate various embodi-
ments of the invention, however, it is recognized that in
other embodiments different sets of cruise detail information
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may be presented to the agent computer 240. In addition,
access to the cruise detail may also be presented to the agent
computer 240 in a different layout. For example, the price
matrix may be arranged by price rather than rate options and
categories. Furthermore, in some embodiments, some of the
pricing information may be restricted if the user is a cus-
tomer. For example, the price matrices may display a
brochure price and an Internet discount price rather than
providing the customer with all possible pricing schemes,
though it is recognized in other embodiments, the customer
may have access to all pricing information.

[0164] After comparing the various cruise packages, the
agent may inquire as to whether the customer wants to book
one of the cruise packages. If the customer has not found the
right package, the agent may view more cruise details and/or
modify the customer’s cruise package criteria.

[0165] If the customer has decided to book one of the
cruise packages, the cruise selling and booking process 310
may then proceed to the booking state (block 460).

[0166] 5. Bookings

[0167] Proceeding to the booking state (block 460), the
cruise selling and booking process 310 requests more
detailed information about the customer and the customer’s
selected cruise package. In one embodiment, the cruise
selling and booking system 110 presents the agent computer
240 with a cruise booking web page 1210 as shown in FIG.
12. The exemplary cruise booking web page 1210 includes
a booking worksheet 1220, wherein pricing information may
be viewed per passenger, in total, as well as according to the
agent’s commission. The worksheet 1220 includes standard
cruise pricing information 1212, such as, cabin fees, gov-
ernment fees, and port charges. In addition, the worksheet
1210 includes an air and miscellaneous section 1214 that
permits the agent to adjust the prices to include excursions
(e.g., helicopter tour, mountain biking trip, day hike, snor-
keling outing, etc.), pre-paid expenses, air fares, additional
air, pre-post add-on, other add-ons, miscellaneous fees, tour
conductor fees, coupons, and so forth. Furthermore, the
exemplary worksheet 1210 includes a section for taxes and
fees 1216.

[0168] In one embodiment, the agent computer 240 may
submit reservation information pertaining to the cruise pack-
age such as cabin number, deck level, location, bed type,
special requests, smoking preference, dining reservations, as
well as other related information as illustrated in FIG. 13.
The exemplary reservation information web page 1310
includes a general information section 1320, a cabin section
1330, a dining request section 1340, and an option section
1350. The general information section 1320 includes infor-
mation about the cruise package, such as, for example, Trip
Start Date, Trip End Date, Itinerary, Supplier Contract
Number, Order Number, Rate Option, Agent of Record, and
so forth. The cabin section 1330 includes information about
the reserved cabin, such as, for example, cabin number,
status, deck, location, smoking preference, bath type, bed
type, and so forth. The dining request section 1340 includes
information about the dining options, such as seating, status,
table size, smoking preference, and so forth. The option
section 1350 includes information about the option, such as
expiration, extension date, final payment due date, a use
extension date field, and so forth.

[0169] After the agent computer 240 submits the informa-
tion, the cruise selling and booking process 310 may assign
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a customer order number. For a more detailed description of
the booking state (block 460), please refer to the section
below entitled “Booking Module Processes-Cruise Booking
Process.” After the agent submits the booking information,
the cruise selling and booking process 310 proceeds to the
payments state (block 470).

[0170] 6. Payments

[0171] Inthe payments state (block 470), the cruise selling
and booking process 310 receives the customer’s payment
information from the agent computer 240, and directs the
funds to appropriate entities preferably via a back office
process.

[0172] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
process 310 may contact the cruise lines and other third
parties directly or via a separate system to provide payment
information. For a more detailed description of the payment
state (block 470), please refer to the section below entitled
“Booking Module Processes Cruise Payment Process.”

[0173] After the cruise selling and booking system 110
receives payment information, the back office process veri-
fies that the customer’s payment is valid and that the
appropriate entities are paid.

[0174] FIG. 14 illustrates one embodiment of a payment
information web page 1410. The “Credit Card Information”
section 1420 includes information about the customer’s
credit card and/or debit card such as card number, expiration
date, name as it appears on the card, zip code of card holder,
authorization code, and so forth. The “Supplier” section
1430 includes information about the various suppliers in the
cruise package that require payment. Suppliers may include,
for example, the cruise line, excursion groups, travel insur-
ance companies, airlines, and so forth.

[0175] While an overview of the process of online book-
ing of cruises has been discussed, it is recognized that other
methods of booking online cruises may also be used. For
example, the cruise selling and booking process 310 may use
only a subset of the discussed states such as using only the
qualified state, the cruise detail state, and/or the booking
state. In addition, in other embodiments, the customer may
interact directly with the cruise selling and booking system
110 without the assistance of an agent or with partial
assistance from an agent.

[0176] B. Customer Module Processes

[0177] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 may also include a customer module 320 that
includes a collection of customer module 320 processes. The
exemplary customer module 320 processes shown in FIG. 3
include a customer add process 322, a customer search
process 324, and a customer update process 326.

[0178] 1. Customer Add Process

[0179] Inone embodiment, the customer module 320 may
include a customer add process 322 that permits the agent to
add new customers to the customer database 232. When the
new customer function is selected, a series of fields are
displayed on the agent computer 240 in a web page docu-
ment. The agent enters customer information into the fields
which may include first name, last name, gender, phone
number, address, e-mail address, birth date, age, interests,
hobbies gateway city, marketing information, cabin prefer-
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ences, favorite excursion activities, and so forth. As illus-
trated above, the customer information may include standard
contact information as well as social and recreational activi-
ties in which the customer may be interested in participating,
on-shore activities such as shopping, dining, and events
which may require prior reservations to attend, and so forth.
In one embodiment, all of the above fields need not all be
filled in at the time of adding a customer. For example, the
agent may store any information he has entered and return
at a later time to add additional customer information as it
becomes available. In some embodiments, however, one or
more fields may be optionally tagged so as to require certain
information to be entered within the field before proceeding
to a subsequent function. In addition, data validation tech-
niques may be used to ensure that only proper customer
information is entered in the database (e.g., credit card
check, phone number validation, email validation, etc.) For
more information on the customer information, please refer
to the section above entitled “Customer Database.”

[0180] In one embodiment, adding new customers or
editing existing customer information may occur during the
time when an agent is in communication with a customer.
The agent is able therefore to populate the customer infor-
mation fields by asking the customer about the appropriate
information which should be entered enabling the agent to
construct a detailed customer profile.

[0181] 2. Customer Search Process

[0182] Inone embodiment, the customer module 320 may
also include a customer search process 324 that permits the
agent to search for existing customers in the customer
database 232.

[0183] As discussed above, the customer search process
324 receives a set of search criteria. The search criteria may
include information, such as, the customer’s last name, first
name, state, zip code, phone number, customer number,
order number, and/or reservation number. The customer
search process 324 then formulates a query and sends the
query to the customer database 232. Next, the customer
search process 324 receives the query results from the
customer database 232. If there are no items in the query
results, the customer search process 324 returns a “No
Results Found That Match Your Query” message. If there
are items in the query results, the customer search process
324 organizes the search query results or part of the query
into a data structure, such as, for example, a table or a list,
and returns the query results. In one embodiment, a user may
then select the item that matches the customer for which he
is searching. If there is only one item in the query results, the
customer search process 324 may instead return a display of
the corresponding data for the single search query result,
rather than a one item list of search results, thus permitting
the user to bypass the selection of the item from the list.

[0184] 3. Customer Update Process

[0185] Inone embodiment, the customer module 320 may
also include a customer update process 326 that permits the
agent to update an existing customer’s record in the cus-
tomer database 232.

[0186] As discussed above, the customer update process
326 may incorporate part or all of the customer search
process 324 enabling the user to find the customer for which
he would like to update the record. Next, the customer
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update process 326 receives a set of data that has been
entered by the user. In one embodiment, the customer update
process 326 receives a copy of the entire data record,
whereas in other embodiments, the customer update process
326 may only receive copies of the data record that were
changed and/or added. The customer update process 326
then determines which data fields have been updated and
sends an update request with the changed data to the
customer database 232. In one embodiment, the customer
update process 326 may send a message to the user signi-
fying whether the update was successful.

[0187] C. Cruise Module Processes

[0188] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 may also include a cruise module 330 that
includes a collection of cruise module 330 processes. The
exemplary customer module 320 processes shown in FIG.
3A include a cruise information add process 332, a cruise
search process 334, a cruise qualification process 336, and a
cruise comparison process 338.

[0189] 1. Cruise Information Add Process

[0190] In one embodiment, the cruise module 330 may
include a cruise information add process 332 that adds cruise
information to the cruise line database 234.

[0191] Cruise information may be collected from a variety
of sources. For example, information may be collected from
the travel agents, the cruise lines, a cruise line clearing house
system, and so forth. Thus, the cruise information add
process 332 may receive data from users at web site brows-
ers, via automatic downloads, via import functions, and so
forth.

[0192] The cruise line information may include, for
example, cruise line, cruise line contact information, cruise
ships, contract information, itinerary, categories, cabins, and
so forth. For more information on the cruise line informa-
tion, please refer to the section above entitled “Cruise Line
Database.”

[0193] The cruise information add process 332 receives a
set of cruise line data and formats the data for submission to
the cruise line database 234. Next, the cruise information
add process 332 submits the formatted data to the cruise line
database 234. In one embodiment, the cruise information
add process 332 may send a message to the user signifying
whether the add was successful.

[0194] 2. Cruise Search Process

[0195] In one embodiment, the cruise module 330 may
include a cruise search process 334 that searches for infor-
mation in the cruise line database 234.

[0196] The cruise search process 334 receives a set of
search criteria. The search criteria may include information,
such as, the cruise line identifier, cruise ship identifier,
sailing dates, destination, home gateway, and so forth. The
cruise search process 334 then formulates a query and sends
the query to the cruise line database 234. Next, the cruise
search process 334 receives the query results from the cruise
database. If there are no items in the query results, the cruise
search process 334 returns a “No Results Found That Match
Your Query” message. If there are items in the query results,
the cruise search process 334 organizes the query results or
part of the query results into a data structure, such as, for
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example, a table or a list, and returns the query results. In
one embodiment, a user may then select the search result
that matches the cruise information for which he is search-
ing. If there is only one item in the query results, the cruise
search process 334 may instead return a display of the
corresponding data for the single search result, rather than a
one item list of query results, thus permitting the user to
bypass the selection of the item from the list.

[0197] 3. Cruise Qualification Process

[0198] In one embodiment, the cruise module 330
includes a cruise qualification process 336 that permits the
agent to qualify customers for cruise sailings in the cruise
line database 234.

[0199] The cruise qualification process 336 receives a set
of qualification criteria, such as, for example, booking
history, preferred suppliers, number of passengers, currently
preferred destination, price range, the desirable range of
dates and duration of the cruise in which the customer is
willing or able to participate, the desired destination or
region of the world where the cruise will travel to as well as
the home gateway from which the cruise ship will depart,
and/or special conditions pertaining to the customer which
might make him eligible for discounted rates or particular
sailings. In one embodiment, the cruise qualification process
336 may also query the customer database 232 to include
information that may be of interest for selecting cruises. For
example, the cruise qualification process 336 may query the
customer database 232 to determine whether the customer
prefers high-end cruises or more economical cruises,
whether the customer may qualify for a senior citizen
discount, and so forth. The cruise qualification process 336
formats the criteria and sends a query to the cruise line
database 234 with the criteria. The cruise qualification
process 336 then receives a set of potential cruise line
sailings from the cruise line database 234. If there are no
items in the set of potential cruise line sailings, the cruise
qualification process 336 returns a “No Results Found That
Match Your Query” message. If there are items in the set of
potential cruise line sailings, the cruise qualification process
336 organizes the set of potential cruise line sailings or a part
of the potential cruise line sailings into a data structure, such
as, for example, a table or a list, and returns the set of
potential cruise line sailings. In one embodiment, a user may
then select one or more potential cruise sailings that are of
interest. If there is only one item in the set of potential cruise
line sailings, the cruise qualification process 336 may
instead return a display of the corresponding data for the
single cruise line sailing, rather than a one item list of set of
potential cruise line sailings, thus allowing the user to
bypass the selection of the item from the list.

[0200] While the above described embodiment illustrates
qualifying customers for cruise sailings, it is recognized that
the customers may be qualified for other objects, such as, for
example, cruise packages, on-shore excursions, advertise-
ments, and so forth.

[0201] 4. Cruise Comparison Process

[0202] In one embodiment, the cruise module 330
includes a cruise comparison process 338 that permits the
agent to compare cruise package information in the cruise
line database 234.

[0203] The cruise comparison process 338 receives a set
of selected cruise sailings. In one embodiment, the cruise
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comparison process 338 then retrieves information related to
the selected cruise sailings from the cruise line database 234.
The cruise comparison process 338 returns a summary of
information for the selected sailings. Next, the cruise com-
parison process 338 receives a selected sailing and retrieves
the rate options that correspond to the selected sailing. The
cruise comparison process 338 then formats and returns the
rate options. After receiving a set of selected rate options, the
cruise comparison process 338 then searches the cruise
sailing database for pricing information related to the set of
selected rate options and formats the pricing information
into a price matrix and returns the price matrix. In one
embodiment, the cruise comparison process 338 may
instead, or in addition to the above, query an external source
for pricing information, such as, for example, a cruise line,
a cruise line database 234, a cruise line clearing house
system, and so forth.

[0204] Inone embodiment, the cruise comparison process
338 may receive a request to view a different set of pricing
information, such as for example, the best price matrix, the
detailed price matrix, the air/sea matrix, and so forth. The
cruise comparison process 338 then retrieves the requested
pricing information for the selected matrix, process, and
formats the data for display in one of the compare display
windows. For example, if the best price matrix is requested,
the cruise comparison process 338 may process the pricing
data to select only the lowest prices for display in the pricing
matrix. In other embodiments, the cruise comparison pro-
cess 338 may already have the data stored, and thus a
retrieval is not necessary.

[0205] The cruise comparison process 338 may also
receive a compare display request wherein one of the
categories in the price matrix has been selected for display
in the compare display. The cruise comparison process 338
then retrieves additional pricing information for the selected
category and formats the data for display in one of the
compare display windows. In other embodiments, the cruise
comparison process 338 may already have the data stored,
and thus a retrieval is not necessary.

[0206] The cruse comparison process may then receive a
different cruise sailing selection and repeat the above
described process for the newly selected cruise sailing.

[0207] D. Booking Module Processes

[0208] Inone embodiment, the cruise selling and booking
system 110 may also include a booking module 340 that
includes a collection of booking module 340 processes. The
exemplary booking module 340 processes shown in FIG.
3A include a cruise booking process 342 and a cruise
payment process 344.

[0209] 1. Cruise Booking Process

[0210] In one embodiment, the booking module 340 may
also include a cruise booking process 342 that permits the
agent to book cruises for his customers.

[0211] The cruise booking process 342 receives a set of
booking or reservation information. The cruise booking
process 342 may then format the information and send the
information to the activity database 236. This information
may include, for example, the cruise ship, the sailing, cabin
number for which the customer will be traveling and so
forth. In other embodiments, the cruise booking process 342
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may format the information and send a booking request to
the appropriate cruise line in a variety of formats, such as,
for example, via facsimile, via an external query, via an
external function call, and so forth. The cruise booking
process 342 may then wait for a response from the cruise
line. If cruise line responds that the requested cabin is not
available, the cruise booking process 342 may return an
error message stating “The Requested Cabin is No Longer
Available.” If the cruise line responds with a confirmation of
the booking, the cruise booking process 342 may then return
a confirmation and may then, in some embodiments, update
the activity database 236.

[0212] 2. Cruise Payment Process

[0213] In one embodiment, the booking module 340 may
also include a cruise payment process 344 that permits the
agent to submit payments for his customers.

[0214] The cruise payment process 344 receives a set of
payment information. The cruise payment process 344 may
then format the information and send the information to the
cruise line database 234, the customer database 232, the
activity database 236, and/or a payments database (not
shown). This information may include, for example, vendor
identification, amount due, credit card information, expira-
tion date, name of cardholder, and so forth. In other embodi-
ments, the cruise payment process 344 may format the
information and send a payment notice to the appropriate
vendor(s) (e.g., the cruise line, the off-shore excursion
companies, the insurance companies, etc.) in a variety of
formats, such as, for example, via facsimile, via an external
query, via an external function call, and so forth. The cruise
payment process 344 may then wait for a response from the
vendor(s). If vendor responds that the payment was not
accepted, the cruise payment process 344 may return an
error message stating “Payment Unable to be Processed.” If
the vendor responds with a confirmation of the payment, the
cruise payment process 344 may then return a confirmation/
receipt and may then, in some embodiments, update the
cruise line database 234, the customer database 232, the
activity database 236, and/or the payment database. In other
embodiments, the cruise payment process 344 may perform
a credit check with a third party system (e.g., banking
system, credit card system, etc.) to verify that the customer
has the appropriate funds/credit limits to make the payment.

[0215] While various embodiments of the above processes
have been disclosed, it is recognized that the processes may
be implemented in a variety of manners that are well known
to those skilled in the art.

[0216] VI. Agent Functions

[0217] In one embodiment, agents may be assigned to
customers based in part on past activity, such as, for
example, sending the customer a brochure, qualifying a
customer, providing the customer with a quote, or booking
a customer on a cruise. The relationship between the agent
and the customer may then be used to track the agent’s sales
activity, determine the agent’s commission, and so forth.

[0218] In one embodiment, agents may have additional
access to part of the cruise selling and booking system 110.
These functions may be used to assist the agent in pursuing
and tracking customer leads and/or sales and help to increase
the agent’s likelihood of booking a customer on a cruise.
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[0219] A first function matches available cruises with
previously entered customer preferences. This function uses
information stored in the customer database 232, the cruise
line database 234, and/or the activity database 236, to
determine which customers would be interested in a par-
ticular cruise based on the information included in the
customer information and customer qualification fields. For
example, if a customer had specified a desire to travel to the
Bahamas during a certain time frame with a particular cruise
line, but had not yet booked the cruise, an agent may
perform searches based on this information and find match-
ing cruises prior to contacting the customer. When one or
more cruises have been identified by the agent as being
desirable to the customer based on stored preferences and
information, the agent may then contact the customer having
the information readily available, increasing the likelihood
the customer would book the cruise and improving the
customer’s experience with the cruise booking process 342
overall.

[0220] Further functions related to pursuing customer
leads include routines designed to identify previous custom-
ers found in the customer database 232 and matching cruises
to these customers based on their prior sailing experiences.
This function automates portions of the marketing process
and improves the agent’s ability to gather return bookings
from previous customers.

[0221] An additional function provides special offer
matchings wherein the cruise selling and booking system
110 may search through the cruise line database 234 for
special offers which do not apply to all customers and
attempt to match cruises with customers in the customer
database 232. Typically, such offers are based on specific
restrictions such as age or state of residence and offer a
reduced rate to individuals that meet the qualification restric-
tions. The automated matching features of the cruise selling
and booking system 110 permit the agent to specifically
target customers who meet the restricted requirements and to
provide the agent with the customer’s contact information so
that the customer may be contacted directly.

[0222] The cruise selling and booking system 110 may
also include report generation functions that allow agents to
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view reports based on, for example, their past activity, past
commission, year to date sales, and so forth.

[0223] The above mentioned functions provide the agent
with the necessary tools to better market available cruises to
customers. The automated searching functions refine the
process of matching customers with potentially desirable
cruises and thus improve the likelihood that the customer
will book a cruise with the agent. Furthermore, the search
refinement reduces the amount of time the agent spends
contacting customers who would not likely be interested in
the particular cruise or are not qualified for the price which
the cruise would be offered. Taken together, these functions
improve agent booking success rates, minimize unnecessary
customer interaction time, and improve a customer’s expe-
rience with the cruise selling and booking process 310.

[0224] The additional functionality of greater agent access
to the cruise selling and booking system 110 in one embodi-
ment, advantageously provides the agent with the resources
needed to effectively guide the customer through the cruise
selection and booking process while at the same time
maintaining agent ownership of the customer and maximiz-
ing the agent’s commission. This information is organized in
a manner so as to be easily accessible to the agent and to
improve the speed and efficiently with which the agent sells
cruise packages to the customers. The customer’s experi-
ence in choosing a cruise is improved increasing the likeli-
hood that the customer will book the cruise and in the future
utilize the services of the same agent.

[0225] VII. Conclusion

[0226] While certain embodiments of the invention have
been described, these embodiments have been presented by
way of example only, and are not intended to limit the scope
of the present invention. For example, although described
herein with reference to the Internet 125, the cruise selling
and booking system 110 may be used in other types of
interactive communication systems. Accordingly, the
breadth and scope of the present invention should be defined
only in accordance with the following claims and their
equivalents.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for selling and booking cruise packages
utilizing a web browser program to electronically commu-
nicate with a cruise service web server via a data commu-
nications network, the method comprising:

utilizing the web browser program to log onto the cruise
service web server over the data communications net-
work;

submitting to the cruise service web server customer
profile information relating to a customer;

submitting to the cruise service web server customer
sailing preference information relating to the customer;

receiving a set of cruise sailings in a first electronic
document from the cruise service web server that relate
to the customer sailing preference information;

selecting a plurality of cruise sailings from the set of
cruise sailings;

submitting the plurality of cruise sailings to the cruise
service web site;

receiving detailed cruise information in a second elec-
tronic document form the cruise service web server
relating to the plurality of cruise sailings;

interactively comparing the detailed cruise information;

submitting a booking request for one of the plurality of
cruise sailings to the cruise service web site; and

receiving a booking confirmation from the cruise service

web site.

2. A cruise booking system implemented in a web server
environment wherein a plurality of remote users use web
browser programs to electronically communicate with the
cruise booking system via a data communications network
that provides information for a plurality of cruise sailings
and facilitates booking of cruises, the cruise booking system
comprising:

a customer database configured to electronically store
customer data;

a cruise line database configured to electronically store
cruise line data;

a customer management program module configured to
track and manage information relating to a plurality of
customers in the customer database;

a cruise information program module configured to search
for and provide information about requested cruise
sailings in the cruise line database; and

a cruise booking program module configured to book
reservations for a selected cruise sailing.
3. The cruise booking system of claim 2 further compris-
ing:
an agent database configured to electronically store agent

data;

an agent management program module configured to
track and manage a plurality of agents and their rela-
tionships with the plurality of customers.
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4. The cruise booking system of claim 3 wherein the agent
management program module is further configured to deter-
mine whether an agent has ownership over a specified
customer.

5. The cruise booking system of claim 3 wherein the agent
management program module is further configured to deter-
mine which agent, if any, has ownership over a customer.

6. The cruise booking system of claim 3 wherein the agent
management program module is further configured to deter-
mine commission for the plurality of agents based at least
upon the relationship between the plurality of agents and the
plurality of customers.

7. The cruise booking system of claim 2 further compris-
ing:

a rate options program module configured to retrieve and

display rates options for a selected cruise sailing.

8. The cruise booking system of claim 2 further compris-
ing:

a pricing display program module configured to construct
an electronic price matrix of information from the
cruise line information database illustrating rates for
cabin categories of a cruise sailing.

9. The cruise booking system of claim 2 further compris-

ing:

a compare display program module configured to con-
struct a side-by-side, multi-window electronic display
of at least two cruise packages where the at least two
cruise packages may be compared at the same time.

10. The cruise booking system of claim 2 further com-

prising:

a payment program module configured to receive and

process payment requests.

11. The cruise booking system of claim 10 wherein the
payment program module is further configured to send
payment information to an external banking system.

12. The cruise booking system of claim 2, wherein the
cruise information program module is further configured to
determine available fares by querying a computerized res-
ervation system to determine the availability of the
requested cruise sailings.

13. The cruise booking system of claim 2, wherein the
cruise information program module is further configured to
receive information about a plurality of cruise lines, to
convert the information into a common format, and to
electronically display the converted information in the com-
mon format.

14. The cruise booking system of claim 2, wherein the
cruise information program module is further configured to
retrieve cruise pricing data from a computerized reservation
system.

15. The cruise booking system of claim 2, wherein the
cruise information program module is further configured to
retrieve cruise pricing data from a contract database.

16. The cruise booking system of claim 2, wherein the
cruise booking program module is further configured to
reserve a cruise cabin by contacting a computerized reser-
vation system to verify the availability of the cruise cabin
and to book the cruise cabin.

17. A method for booking cruises utilizing a cruise web
server environment to electronically communicate with a
plurality of remote users using web browser programs, the
method comprising:
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receiving a range of search criteria from a remote user’s
web browser;

obtaining cruise package information that relates to the
range of search criteria;

sending cruise package information to the remote user’s
web browser program;

receiving a selected cruise package from the remote user’s
web browser program; and

booking the selected cruise package.

18. In a network comprising a user node having a browser
program coupled to the network, the user node providing
requests for information on the network, a network node
comprising:

a cruise booking node responsive to a request from the
user node to return cruise package information that
relates to a range of search criteria and a request from
the user node to book a selected cruise package from
the user node.

19. A system for booking cruises, the system comprising:

an electronic data structure of cruise package information
wherein the cruise package information includes infor-
mation from a plurality of cruise lines;

a first program module configured to receive requests for
cruise package information;

second program module configured to obtain cruise
package information from the data structure based at
least upon a search request;

third program module configured to prepare cruise
package information for electronic display;

fourth program module configured to output cruise
package information for electronic display; and

fifth program module configured to book a cruise
package based at least upon a booking request.

20. In a computer system that implements a web site that
is accessible to a community of travel agents using web
browser programs to communicate via a data communica-
tions network, a method of assisting the community of travel
agents in selling cruises to a plurality of customers, the
method comprising:

receiving an customer identifier from a travel agent’s web
browser program, wherein the customer identifier rep-
resents a customer;

using the customer identifier to retrieve from an electronic
customer database corresponding customer informa-
tion;

receiving customer preferences from the travel agent’s
web browser program, wherein the customer prefer-
ences include at least one of the customer’s preferred
dates of travel, preferred cruise destination, or preferred
cruise line supplier;

using least one of the customer preferences or the cus-
tomer information to retrieve from an electronic cruise
sailing database a set of potential cruise packages;

transmitting the set of potential cruise packages to the
travel agent’s web browser program, wherein the set of
potential cruise packages are viewable in a first elec-
tronic web document;
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receiving an electronic identifier representing a selected
cruise package from the travel agent’s web browser
program, wherein the selected cruise package is chosen
from the set of potential cruise packages; and

booking the customer on the selected cruise package.
21. The method of claim 20 further comprising:

receiving an agent identifier from the travel agent’s web
browser program, wherein the identifier represents the
travel agent; and

determining and recording within an electronic travel
agent database compensation for the travel agent for the
booking.
22. The method of claim 20, wherein transmitting the set
of potential cruise packages to the travel agent for presen-
tation to the customer further comprises:

receiving a set of selected pricing categories from the
travel agent’s web browser program;

using the selected pricing categories to query the elec-
tronic cruise sailing database for a set of cruise pack-
ages pricing information related to the selected pricing
categories; and

transmitting the set of cruise package pricing information
to the travel agent’s web browser program in a set of
pricing matrices viewable in a second electronic web
document, wherein the set of pricing matrices are
organized by cruise sailing and pricing categories.
23. The method of claim 20, wherein transmitting the set
of potential cruise packages to the travel agent’s web
browser for presentation to the customer further comprises:

transmitting a side-by-side comparison viewable in a third
electronic web document, wherein the travel agent may
select at least two of the set of potential cruise packages
to be presented in the side-by-side comparison display
for direct comparison viewable in a fourth electronic
web document.

24. In a computer system that implements a web site that
is accessible to a community of customers using web
browser programs to communicate via a data communica-
tions network, a method of assisting the community of
customers in selecting and booking cruises, the method
comprising:

receiving a customer identifier from a customer’s web
browser program;

using the customer identifier to retrieve from an electronic
customer database corresponding customer informa-
tion;

receiving customer preferences from the customer’s web
browser program, wherein the customer preferences
include at least one of the customer’s preferred dates of
travel, preferred cruise destination, or preferred cruise
line supplier;

using least one of the customer preferences or the cus-
tomer information to retrieve from an electronic cruise
sailing database a set of potential cruise packages;

transmitting the set of potential cruise packages for dis-
play in a web document to the customer’s web browser
program;
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receiving an electronic identifier representing a selected
cruise package from the customer’s web browser pro-
gram, wherein the selected cruise package is chosen
from the set of potential cruise packages; and

booking the customer on the selected cruise package.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein transmitting the set
of potential cruise packages to the customer’s web browser
program further comprises:

transmitting a side-by-side comparison display for display
in the web document, wherein the customer may select
at least two of the set of potential cruise packages to be
presented in the side-by-side comparison display for
direct comparison.

26. A system for selling cruises to a customer imple-
mented in a web server environment wherein a plurality of
remote users utilize web browser programs to electronically
communicate with the system via a data communications
network, the system comprising:

a cruise search software module configured to receive a
set of customer preferences from a remote user’s web
browser program, to search for a set of cruise packages
based on at least the set of customer preferences, and to
transmit the set of cruise packages to the user’s web
browser program; and

a reservation software module configured to receive a
reservation request from the user’s web browser pro-
gram, wherein the reservation request is selected from
the set of cruise packages, and to reserve a cruise
package corresponding to the reservation request.

27. The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a customer management software module configured to
receive a customer identifier related to the set of
customer preferences and to maintain a record of the set
of customer set of preferences organized by at least the
customer identifier.

28. The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a server software module configured to transmit data
between the user’s web browser program and the
system and wherein the server software module is in
communication with at least the preferences software
module, the cruise search software module, the cruise
comparison software module, the reservation software
module, and the cruise booking software module.

29. The system of claim 26 further wherein the user is a

travel agent.

30. The system of claim 26 further wherein the user is a
customer.

31. A computer-implemented system which implements a
computer program wherein remote users search for cruise
package information and book cruises over an electronic
communications network, the system comprising:

a customer management software system configured to
manage customer bookings and track customer prefer-
ences;

an agent management software system configured to track
travel agent interaction with customer accounts and
determine and maintain records of compensation for
the respective travel agents for successful customer
bookings; and
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a cruise line management software system configured to
maintain information on a plurality of cruise sailings
wherein the information on the plurality of cruise
sailings is used by the customer management software
system to manage customer bookings and track cus-
tomer preferences.

32. The system of claim 31 further comprising:

a booking software system configured to maintain infor-

mation on customer bookings.

33. In a computer system that implements web browser
programs that are capable of accessing a remote cruise
booking web site, a method of assisting a community of
travel agents utilizing the web browser programs to select
and book cruises via electronic communication with the
remote cruise booking web site, the method comprising:

submitting an electronic customer identifier to the remote
cruise booking web site, wherein the customer identi-
fier represents a customer;

determining customer preferences wherein the customer
preferences represent preferred cruise sailing informa-
tion;

submitting an electronic representation of the customer
preferences to the remote cruise booking web site;

receiving a set of potential cruise packages formatted for
display in a first electronic web document from the
remote cruise booking web site;

submitting an electronic cruise package identifier repre-
senting a selected cruise package to the remote cruise
booking web site, wherein the selected cruise package
is chosen from the set of potential cruise packages; and

submitting a booking request to the remote cruise booking
web site.
34. The method of claim 33 further comprising:

receiving a set of pricing categories formatted for display
in a second electronic web document from the remote
cruise booking web site;

selecting at least one of the set of pricing categories;

submitting at least one electronic pricing category iden-
tifier representing the at least one of the set of pricing
categories;

receiving a set of cruise package pricing information
related to the at least one of the set of pricing categories
formatted for display in a third electronic web docu-
ment; and

using the set of cruise package pricing information to
assist the customer in selecting the appropriate cruise
package.

35. In a computer system that implements a web browser
program that is capable of accessing a remote cruise booking
web site via an electronic communications network, a
method of assisting customers in selecting and booking
cruises, the method comprising:

submitting a customer identifier to the remote cruise
booking web site;

determining customer preferences wherein the customer
preferences represent preferred cruise sailing informa-
tion;



US 2003/0004760 Al

submitting customer preferences to the remote cruise
booking web site;

receiving a set of potential cruise packages from the
cruise booking web site for display in a first web
document;

submitting a selected cruise package electronic identifier
to the remote cruise booking web site, wherein the
selected cruise package is chosen from the set of
potential cruise packages; and

submitting a booking request to the remote cruise booking

web site.

36. A system for selling cruises to a customer imple-
mented as part of a cruise web server environment wherein
a plurality of remote users communicate with the system via
a data communications network utilizing web browser pro-
grams, the system comprising:

a preferences programming module configured to receive
a set of customer preferences from a remote user’s web
browser program;

a cruise search programming module configured to search
for cruises based on at least the set of customer pref-
erences and to return a set of cruise packages to the
remote user’s web browser program;

a cruise comparison programming module configured to
format and transmit the set of cruise packages to the
remote user’ web browser program;

a reservation programming module configured to receive
a reservation request from the remote user’s web
browser program wherein the reservation request is
selected from the set of cruise packages; and

a cruise booking programming module configured to
reserve a cruise package corresponding to the reserva-
tion request.

37. A method for selling and booking cruise packages
utilizing a web browser program to electronically commu-
nicate with a cruise service web server via a data commu-
nications network, the method comprising:

means for utilizing the web browser program to log onto
the cruise service web server over the data communi-
cations network;
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means for submitting to the cruise service web server
customer profile information relating to a customer;

means for submitting to the cruise service web server
customer sailing preference information relating to the
customer;

means for receiving a set of cruise sailings for display in
a first electronic document that relate to the customer
sailing preference information;

means for selecting a plurality of cruise sailings from the
set of cruise sailings;

means for submitting the plurality of cruise sailings to the
cruise service web server;

means for receiving detailed cruise information for dis-
play in a second electronic document relating to the
plurality of cruise sailings;

means for interactively comparing the detailed cruise
information;

means for submitting a booking request for one of the
plurality of cruise sailings to the cruise service web
server; and

means for receiving a booking confirmation from the

cruise service web server.

38. A method for booking cruises utilizing a cruise web
server environment to electronically communicate with a
plurality of remote users using web browser programs, the
method comprising:

means for receiving a range of search criteria from the
remote user’s web browser program;

means for obtaining cruise package information that
relates to the range of search criteria;

means for sending cruise package information to the
remote user’s web browser;

means for receiving a selected cruise package from the
remote user’s web browser program; and

means for booking the selected cruise package.



