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To all whom it may concerw:

Beit known that I, FRANKLIN KNIGHT KEN-
NEDY, residing-in the cily of New Brighton,
in the county of Beaver and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in the Manufacture of
Signs, of which the following.is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to manufacture of
sign letters, and it has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, cheap and effective method of
manufacturing such' letters, whereby an or-
namental letter or character may be quickly
and easily made and be substantial, as well
as ornamental and effective in appearance,
and to these ends my invention consists in
the method of manufacture and in the artiele
produced, substantially in the manner and
for the purposes hereinafter moreparticularly
pointed out. : :

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1, is a plan and end view of the blank
or base piece. Fig. 2, is a sectional view
showing one of the steps of the process. = Fig.
3, is a similar view showing a further step.
Figs. 4 and 5, are perspective views showing
the completed article, while Fig. 6, is a sec-
tional view through one of the articles.

The primary object of my invention is to
produce a sign letter or character which shall
be complete in itself and which may be em-
ployed in making up any desired sign, eard
or other advertising or similar material.

It is well known that it is common for store
keepersand others to prepare advertisements,
calling attention to certain articles for sale or
certain special matters relating to their busi-
ness and it is exceedingly desirable to be en-
abled to do this in an artistic manner, and at
the same time with as little expense and de-
lay as practicable, and in order to do this, I
provide a series of separate letters or charac-
ters, which are arranged in various combina-
tions and styles, so as to give not only, the
information desired, but to present it in an
attractive manner which will invite the at-
tention of the public. ‘

‘While I have illustrated my invention in

for whieh it is intended.

connection with letters, it is evident, that any
character or form, ornamental or otherwise
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may be made by my process, and I will now
describe the manner of carrying it out in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings.

I provide a proper plate or base or body Ay

which may be of any desirable material, such
as metal, paste-board, celluloid or equivalent,
it preferably having a somewhat roughened
or uneven surface, in order that the material
subsequently applied will adhere more firmly
and this plate is made of an outline corre-
sponding with the letter, character or other
form to be produced, and I have shown the
letter K, for purposes of illustration.

In a suitable receptacle B, which may be

of any contour or construction, is placed a

plastic material, and while this plastic.ma,te-
rial may vary in composition, according to
the purposes for which it is desired, I have

found that ordinary quick setting commer--

cial plaster may be used, it being mixed with
a suitable liquid which will give it a suffi-
cient amount of plasticity, so that while the
particles have a certain amount of cohesion
in their plastic condition, they are still capa-
ble of proper and convenient manipulation,
as hereinafter described. This plastic mate-

rial may be colored with any suitable pig--

ment or otherwise made to suit the purposes
The plastic mate-
rial being thus prepared, I take the plate A,

‘and by any suitable means, as the hand; or
other appliance, I place the face of the plate.

i contact with the plastic material in the ves-

sel and as soon as it properly adheres to the

surface of the plastic material, I gently and
slowly withdraw the plate vertically, it being
shown in TFig. 2, as withdrawn a certain dis-
tance. As thisoperation progressés,the plate
is withdrawn farther from the plastic mate-
rial and a certain amount of said material
adheres to the face of the plateand by its cohe-
sion, it assumes naturally an irregular con-

tour, the sides of the mass tapering toward

each other until finally they arrive at a point
of coincidence. The result is that more or
less of the mass of plastic material adheres
to the face of the plate and forms an irregu-
lar surfaced body or letter corresponding to
the general contour of the plate and having
a substantially angular.cross section. Thus
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it will be seen that the outline of the base
portion of the mass constituting the body of
the letter will conform substantially with the
outlire of the plate, while the eéntral orrigid
portion will have the same general contour,
but it will be more or less irregular depend-
ing upon the consistency of the plastic mass
and the rapidity with which the form is with-
drawn from the mass. Inthis way by dipping
the face of the plate into the mass of plastic
material and withdrawing it therefrom, allow-
ing more or less of the plastic mass to adhere
thereto,Iam enabled to producea highly orna-
mental letter, character or device, presenting
an artistic and sesthetic device to the eye, and
the whole is exceedingly cheap and effective.
When the letter or character is thus formed,
it may be ornamented in any desirable way,
as by sprinkling tinsel, ornamental dust or
pigments over the face of the letter or char-
acter, or portion thereof, before the mass is
completely set, so that the ornamental mate-
rial will adhere thereto, or the ornamental
material may be applied otherwise as by a
brush, by the use.of some adhesive material,
as will readily suggest itself to those skilled
in the art. It will thus be seen that where
the body of the plate is widest, as at a, for
instance, a greater mass of plastic material
will adhere, producing a thicker or deeper
projection as 0, although at the same time it
follows the general contour of the character
orletter. It will also be évident that by with-
drawing one side of the platealittle quicker,
orin advance of the other, the general out-
line of the letter may be varied somewhat,

"and other modifications will readily suggest
themselves whereby my improved process ean
be carried out and various ornamental forms
and characters produced, and they need not
be fully specified herein.

When the letters or characters and forms
become hardened or dried by exposure to the
air or by ariificial heat, they ecan bemounted
on any suitable background by any of the
usual means and it is apparent that artistic
and sesthetic effects, as well as useful effects
can be produced.

What T elaim is—

1. The method substantially as herein de-
seribed of making ornamental forms, consist-
ing in first making a.plate of the proper out-
line, then dipping the plate into a plastic
composition, and then withdrawing the plate
from the plastic material, allowing the plastic
material adhering to the plate to assume a
natural position, substantially as described.

2. The method substantially as herein de-
scribed of making ornamental forms, consist-
ing in first making a plate of the proper-out-
line, and then bringing one face of the. plate
in contact with a plastic composition, then
drawing the plate away slowly from the com-
position, allowing the material adhering to
the plate to assume a natural form and then
hardening the composition, substantially as
described.

3. The herein described letter or character
comprising a plate of the proper ountline, hav-
ing the body of plastic material adhering
thereto, the plastic material having an angu-
lar cross section, which it naturally assumes
from the contact of the plate, substantially as
described. ‘

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

FRANKLIN KNIGHT KENNEDY.
Witnesses: ’

C. 8. BInzLEY,
PHILIP SCHUMACHER.
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