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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, DERRICKSUMNER WEST, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Great Falls, in the county of Cascade and Ter 
ritory of Montana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Gun-Sights; and 
Idohereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
which will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which form a part of this specifi 
tion, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the breech 
end of a rifle equipped with my improved 
sight, Fig. 2 is a side view of the sight re 
moved from its seat on the barrel. Fig. 3 is 
a front elevation of the same with the folding 
leaf raised to its vertical position. Fig. 4 is 
a similar view, but showing the sight as it ap 

its base. Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional 
view on line acac in Fig. 3, and Fig. 6 is a cross 
section on line if y in Fig. 5. 

Like letters and numerals of reference de 
note corresponding parts in all the figures. 
My invention relates to gun-sights of that 

class which are affixed upon the breech end 
of the barrel, and usually known as “open’ 
rear sights in contradistinction to “peep” 
or “tang’ sights; and it consists in the con 
struction and combination of parts of the 
folding leaf - sight, hereinafter described, 
whereby a marksman is enabled to obtain the 
proper elevation at a glance and without any 
other adjustment of the sight than simply 
raising its folding leaf into a vertical position 
when firing at an object farther removed than 
the point-blank range. 
In the accompanying drawings, the letter A 

denotes the rifle-barrel, and B the sight-base, 
which is in the nature of a stiff spring and 
provided at one end with the usual dove 
tailed block C, adapted to be dovetailed into 
a slot a in the barrel. To prevent lateral 
motion of the base, a screw may be inserted 
through an aperture b in the base-block and 
screwed down into the barrel. The free end 
of the spring-base B is turned up to form a 
hinge D for the folding leaf E, the lower end 
of which has a cross-head F, through which 

the hinge-pin or pintle dis inserted, one side 
of said cross-head forming a right-angled bar 
or projection G, having a notch g for the point 
blank range, while the opposite part H forms 
a rounded shoulder or bearing, which presses 
against the barrel in raising the folded leaf, 
and with its adjacent part G. forms a foot or 
bearing for the leaf E when the same is in 
the vertical or upright position. 
The leaf E is provided with a series of tri 

angular slots or openings e, one above an 
other, the apex of each inverted triangle 
forming a small notch e', all of which are 
aligned with one another. These apertures 
are marked with the numerals 2, 3, 4, &c., up 
to 9 or above, the numeral indicating the 
range in hundreds of yards appertaining to 
each notch or aperture. It Will also be seen 
by reference to the front view, Fig. 3, that 
these triangular sight-openings e e' gradu 
ally increase in size from the bottom toward 
the top of the leaf, so that a person taking 
aim and familiar with the range and eleva 
tions represented by the different openings 
can tell at a glance the difference between 
them without consulting the marginal marks 
or scale, and thereby avoid confusion or error 
by taking aim through the wrong opening, 
which would be likely to happen sometimes 
if these openings were all of the same size. 

In order to avoid blurring or haziness of 
the aim, that part of the leaf in which the tri 
angular sight-openings are cut is very thin, 
as will appear by reference to Fig. 6, and is 
re-enforced by thicker webs I along the sides 
of the leaf, thus making it sufficiently stiff 
and strong to prevent it from becoming bent 
or distorted. 
My improved sight permits of an instanta 

neous aim being taken at any elevation up to 
the range of the gun, and is therefore well 
adapted for military and sporting arms used 
for firing at moving objects at different 
ranges. No time is lost in adjusting the 
sight to a given elevation. If the marksman 
correctly estimates his distance, the proper 
elevation is had at Once simply by taking aim 
through that particular triangle which corre 
sponds to the estimated range. 

It is obvious that this sight may be used, 
if desired, in connection. With peep or aper 
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ture sights fastened upon the tang or grip of 
the rifle, as it will be entirely out of the way 
of such sights when the leaf is folded down 
flat upon its base. 

I am aware that a gun-sight has been pro 
posed in which there was a folding leaf pro 
vided with a series of sight-openings gradu 
ally increasing in size from one end of the 
leaf to the other, and such I do not broadly 
claim, my invention consisting, essentially, 
in a folding leaf having a series of triangular 
openings gradually increasing in size and 
provided with a notch at the apex of eachin 
verted triangle, whereby aim can be more 
quickly and accurately taken. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

426,887 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States 
A gun-sight consisting of the base B and 

the folding leaf E, hinged thereto, said leaf 20 
being provided with a series of inverted tri 
angular openings e, gradually increasing in 
size, arranged one above another, and With a 
notch e' at the apex of each inverted triangle, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

DERRICK SUMNER WEST. 
Witnesses: 

F. F. SHUR, 
E. S. COBB. 
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