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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Cravor I. Haeew, a
citizen of the Umtul States, vesiding at
New York clty, in the borough of Man-
hattan, county and State ol New Yor ke, have
invented certain new aund useful Improve-
ments in Clamps, of which the following is
a clear, full, and exact description.

This invention relates to an improved
clamp, and particularly to a clamp which
is adapted to engage theatrical scenery by
erasping the batten of one or more picces.

The object of the invention is to provide
a batten clamp which may be caused to
readily engage the piece ol scenery and be
locked in its engaged position against acci-
dental (1],5})1{1,(30‘[1101)[.

It is a further ()b]'(\(“ to so constrnet the
clamp that it will lock in position varying
thicknesses of battens or other articles
which it may surround.

In carrying out my invention I provide
a clamp having two hinged jaws. l'he
hinged portion I secure to any suitable
hanomo means, such as a pipe running
th 1(mrrh a hollow sleeve or a cable passing
thounh such sleeve.  One of the hinged
jaws carries ou its periphery ratchet teeth
1)1 eferably on a portion thereof only. The
other hinged jaw carvies a pn\‘l adapted to
engage the (Lt(,hnt teeth.  The lnst snid
hinged jaw carries a protecting guard which
projects into the space between the two M\Vs,
and guards the l\L(l or operating end of
the pawl. The jaws themselves T prefer
to provide with mimmwl enrved ends meet-
ing cach other so that when closed, the jaws
will lie substanti ally parallel, }nmx(lmn il
space between the two to accommodate n
1h(‘ atrical Dbatten or other device to be

grasped by the clamp.

The scope of my invention will be pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Mgure 1
is a front view of a portion of a batten, a
pipe on which the clamp may be mounted,

and the clamp of my invention. Fig. 2 is
n view at right angles to TMig. 1] 10 2-}

15 a section on line 3—3 Fig. 1. 'I*‘lg 1
a section on line 4—4 Iig. 3. Fig. 5 1s a
view similar to Ifig. 1 drawn to a reduced
scale, showing a spliced cable as a support-
mO' means.

s shown in the dlmva'." the clamp is
1)10\71(]0(1 with two members; a member 7

7
provided with a guard 2, a hub 3 mounnted

to turn on_an internal bushing or sleeve 4.
The hub ()[ the mermber 7 is ])t()vulml with
a vatchet 5. The lower mnl G 15 preferably
in!mm:l as shown in Fig. 2. The othern
mentber or jaw 1 s provided with an in-
turned end 8 similar to the end 6 the
member 7. It s bifureated and straddles
the hub 3 of the jaw 7 turning on the bush-
ing 4. The bushing may be expanded as
<hown at 0, e 4, 1() fasten the two mem-
hers mOvar The jaw member 1 is pro-
vided with a web 10 joining it to its hubs
hand 120 In the web 10 there is secured a
shaft 13, on which is pivotally sceured a
pawl 14, extending through 1 the bifurcated
opening, and a(l(lp ted to engage the ratehet
5. A handle for the pawl 15 extends into
the space between the two jaws, so that the
handle will form a substantial continuation
of the guard 2 of the member 7. A spring
16 secured to the member 1 rests agninst the
ralehet 5 to cause it to engage flw pawl 14,

In operation, the (I(unp may be fastened
to a cable 17, w hich may be spliced as shown
in Fig. 5, or the ordinary transverse pipe
secured to cables reaching to the roof nay
be riun hmunh the <onlr|1 bushing of the
clamp. Such a pipe 18 is shown in I 1. 1.

In operation, the handle for the 1)(1\\'1 15
is depressed, (llh(‘l]ﬂdoll]“ the pawl from the
ralehet 5, and the jaws sw ung open. In
theine opon position  they may be placed
arcund the balten 20 of an m(hnau geene
drop 21, or other device, and when the § Jays
are closed one upon the other, as slmwn n
Ifigs. 2 and 3, the ratehet will lock the jaws
in the position there illustrated against dan-
ger of displacement,

In careying out this invention, details of
construetion may be varied from those
shown, and yet the essenee of the invention
be retained; some parts might be employed
without others, and new features thereof
might be combined with elements old in the
art in diverse ways, althongh the herein de-
seribed type is vegarded as embodying sub-
stantial improvements over such modifien-
tions.

As many changes could be made in the
above construction, and many apparvently
widely different embodiments of the inven-
tion could be made without departing from
the seope thereof, it is intended that all mat-
ter contained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall
be interpreted in an illustrative and not in
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a limiting sense except as defined by the ap-
pended claims. It is furthermore desired to
be understood that the language used in
the following claims is intended to cover all
the generic and specific features of the in-

vention herein described, and all statements.

of the scope of the invention which as a
matter of language might be said to fall
therebetween. ' -

T claim as my invention:

1. The herein described clamp, compris-
ing two members, pivoted relatively to each
other, said members being provided with in-
turned ends, and sides, substantially paral-
lel one with the other when the members
are in a closed position, whereby a space is
providad between said members and above
the inturned ends thereof, a ratchet carried
by one of said clamp members and located
adjacent the pivoted end thereof, a pawl car-
ried by the other of said clamp members ad-
jacent the pivoted end thereof adapted to
engage said ratchet, a handle carried by said
pawl extending into the space between said
clamp members, and a guard for said handle.

9. The herein described clamp comprising

1,063,970

two members pivotally connected at one
end thereof, a tubular hub carried by one of
said members, ratchet teeth carried by said
hub, the other of said members being pro-
vided with a tubular bifurcated end adapted
to straddle the hub on the member first
named, a pawl carried by the last named
member adapted to engage the ratchet on
said hub, the free end of each of said clamp
members being inturned and adapted to
meet a handle for said pawl entering the
space between said members, a guard for said
handle carried by the clamp member having
the hub thereon, said guard and said pawl
being located sufficiently remote from the in-
turned ends of said clamp members to pro-
vide a space for the reception of a member
to be inclosed and a bushing adapted to hold
said clamp members together at their piv-
otally connected ends.

Signed at Cincinnati Ohio this 19th day

of May 1910,
CLAUDE L. HAGIEN.
Witnesses:
H. R. Jamms,
Lou. Dirrok.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, B, C.”
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