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DENVER, CO 80202-5647 (US) (57) ABSTRACT 

A multimedia logging and reporting system and method 
(21) Appl. No.: 11/625,071 involves first obtaining some viewing information about a 

multimedia presentation Such as a television program. The 
viewing information may be a name of the program and the 

(22) Filed: Jan. 19, 2007 time it was being watched on the television or may include 
other information depending on the multimedia, the device 
used for viewing the multimedia as well as other factors. The 

Related U.S. Application Data viewing information is recorded and then used to generate a 
viewing report, an example being a display on a television 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/760,159, filed on Jan. screen that lists a particular user, the time and name of the 
19, 2006. programs watched on any given day. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR LOGGING AND 
REPORTING TELEVISION VIEWING 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. The present application is a non-provisional appli 
cation claiming priority under 35 U.S.C. S 119(e) to co 
pending provisional application No. 60/760,159 titled 
"Apparatus and Method for Logging and Reporting Televi 
sion Viewing,” which is hereby incorporated by reference 
herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Aspects of the present invention involve a system, 
method, apparatus, and computer program products for 
logging and reporting television viewing habits. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. It is often the case that parents desire to understand 
their children's television viewing, movie viewing, video 
game playing, and other multimedia habits. It is well known 
that Some multimedia presentations, whether music on a CD, 
a movie on DVD, various television channels, etc., can 
contain language and explicit content not suitable or desired 
by certain audiences. Thus, it would be useful for a parent 
to know how many total hours of programming their son has 
watched, or what channels their daughter most frequently 
selects, what video game titles their son has played, and 
what DVD titles their daughter plays. Such information 
would be especially useful for parents with teenage children 
that may be left at home for periods of time without parental 
supervision. With knowledge of their children's television 
viewing and other multimedia habits, parents could restrict 
or prohibit some viewing, encourage other viewing, and 
generally more effectively and accurately manage their 
children's multimedia entertainment. Currently, however, an 
easy an efficient way to obtain such information is not 
known to exist. 

SUMMARY 

0004 One aspect of the present invention involves a 
method of logging and reporting multimedia viewing infor 
mation. The method includes the operations of obtaining 
viewing information about a multimedia presentation and 
recording the viewing information. The method also 
includes a provision for generating a viewing report as a 
function of the viewing information. 
0005 Another aspect of the present invention involves a 
system for logging and reporting multimedia viewing. The 
system includes an input logging module configured to 
obtain viewing information about a selected multimedia 
presentation. The system further includes an input log Stor 
age module configured to store viewing information about 
the selected multimedia presentation. Finally, the system 
includes a report generation module for generating a view 
ing report as a function of the stored viewing information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0006 FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating operations 
involved in one method for logging and reporting multime 
dia presentation viewing information; 
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0007 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a first system 
for logging and reporting multimedia presentation viewing 
information; 
0008 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a second 
system for logging and reporting multimedia presentation 
viewing information; 
0009 FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a third system 
for logging and reporting multimedia presentation viewing 
information; and 
0010 FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a second 
system for logging and reporting multimedia presentation 
viewing information. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

0011 Parents and others need a way to accurately track 
the television viewing habits of their children or others. 
Aspects of the present invention involve the creation, gen 
eration, or otherwise provision of television viewing report 
logs that can be used to generate television viewing reports. 
Aspects of the invention are also adapted to provide reports 
for other forms of multimedia entertainment, including 
music on CDs, movies on DVD or other formats, pay-per 
view, video-on-demand, and the like. Viewing the reports 
will allow a parent or other adult to monitor, study, or 
otherwise understand a child's or other individual's multi 
media viewing and entertainment habits. Further it would be 
possible for an adult to take Some action based on the 
information in the log or report. For example, based on 
viewing reports a parent can determine whether their child 
is watching appropriate programming, whether the child is 
spending too much time in front of the television, whether 
an individual is tuning into required programming, etc. The 
parent can also use the viewing reports to adjust the settings 
on other parental controls (i.e. block specific programming 
or channels). One platform for blocking programming is 
described in U.S. application Ser. No. 10/971,899 titled 
“Apparatus and Method for Blocking Audio/Visual Pro 
gramming and for Muting Audio,” filed Oct. 22, 2004, 
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein. 
0012 FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a 
method for logging and reporting television or other multi 
media viewing information, in conformance with aspects of 
the present invention. The method operations may be in the 
form of computer executable instructions running on a 
processor forming a part of a stand alone computer system 
or integrated in a television system, cable or satellite set-top 
box, DVD or other media player, desk top or lap top 
computer, or other multimedia presentation platforms. Here 
after, embodiments of a multimedia presentation platform 
configured in accordance with aspects of the present inven 
tion may collectively be referred to as a “logger system'. 
First, the logger system receives and/or detects a multimedia 
signal (operation 10). The multimedia signal may be a 
digital or analog multichannel television signal being 
received at a tuner, may be a signal with an MPEG encoded 
movie from a DVD player, may be a video-on-demand 
signal, or any other Such signal with audio, video, hyper 
links, and/or other forms of mutlimedia information. 

0013 The logger system then obtains records some view 
ing information about the presentation of the multimedia 
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(operations 20 and 30). The viewing information may take 
on various forms including an indication of play of a DVD 
or CD, tuning to or selecting a particular television channel, 
etc. The viewing information may also include other forms 
of information about the presentation of the multimedia, 
such as the time period when it was presented, the title of the 
multimedia, the Motion Picture Association of America 
rating or other rating of the multimedia, the actors in a 
movie, etc. This information may be extracted from a digital 
programming guide, Such as those presented with cable and 
satellite systems, may be extracted from the multimedia 
signal itself, may be extracted from a storage medium 
including the multimedia (e.g., from an optical disc having 
a video game, DVD disc with a movie, or CD with music), 
may be obtained from a link to a network site (e.g., a website 
on the Internet such as TVGuide.com), and obtained from 
other sources. The viewing information may be recorded in 
memory forming a part of the logger system or may be 
recorded remotely. 

0014. After recordation of some indicia of the presenta 
tion of the multimedia, the logger system may then provide 
a report upon receipt of a request for Such a report (opera 
tions 40 and 50). For example, a user, through on screen 
menus presented on television or other monitor, may use a 
conventional remote control unit to request a report. As will 
be set out in further detail below, the report may be user 
specific, may list all users and the viewing habits, etc. The 
report form and format may take on various forms, and 
depends upon the type of indicia that is recorded about 
presentation of the multimedia. A simplified example of one 
possible report is set forth in the table below. As can be seen 
from the title, this is an example of a television viewing 
report for Andrew. The data in the report is from Jan. 19, 
2007. Column one of the table shows the times that Andrew 
was watching television. The middle column shows the title 
of the television program being watched. The third column 
is the television channel name and channel, and the fourth 
column is the rating. In this example, a parent could obtain 
a great deal of information about Andrew's viewing habits. 
Here Andrew watched a Discovery channel show about 
geography, which Andrew's parents may not object to. 
Andrew also very briefly turned on the R-rated movie 
“Texas Chain Saw Massacre.” but turned it off after only two 
minutes. From this information, a parent could talk to 
Andrew about why he turned on the movie, but decided to 
turn it off after only two minutes. Finally, Andrew watched 
the show CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, which generally 
depicts the various murder cases investigated by the police 
and police crime labs. Depending on the age of Andrew, the 
parent's decision, or any number of issues, Andrew's par 
ents, upon learning that their son watched the show, may 
request Andrew not to watch it again due to the mature 
nature of the programming. To generate this report, for play 
of each television program, the title of the program, time of 
play, channel, and the rating were stored in the log. If the 
logger system includes a network connection, it is possible 
to provide a URL or other network address to a web page or 
other on-line information about a program listed in the 
report. For example, a user could point and click on the title 
“CSI: Crime Scene Investigation' and be linked to the web 
page at “http://www.cbs.com/primetime/csi? which is the 
http address for the CBS web page for the show CSI. 
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Jan. 19, 2007 Television Viewing Log for Andrew 

Viewing Time Television Program Channel Rating 

7:00 PM-7:30 PM Discover Atlas Discovery (12) G 
7:30 PM-7:32 PM Texas Chain Saw HBO (253) R 

Massacre 
8:15 PM-9:00 PM CSI: Crime Scene CBS (4) NA 

Investigation 

0015 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a first television 
logging and viewing system integrated within a television 
system (logger system). The television system includes a 
television channel tuner 102. The tuner 102 is in operable 
communication with a program and viewing report Screen 
104, which may be a conventional television viewing screen, 
whether analog, digital, cathode ray tube, liquid crystal 
display, plasma, etc. The tuner 102 is further in operable 
communication with an input logger 106 configured to 
intercept and record (log) channel selection inputs received 
from a user interface 108, whether from a remote control, 
integrated selection buttons, etc. Logging selection inputs 
include data (viewing indicia) relevant to identifying a 
selected channel and the time it was selected. This data alone 
is Sufficient to generate a report with time and channel 
information. The input logger 106 transmits the channel 
selection commands to the tuner as well as an input log 
storage 110 (some form of memory, e.g., RAM, DRAM, 
SRAM, etc.) that is configured to record the channel selec 
tion data received from the input logger. The logger 106 may 
be a standalone processor with appropriate computer execut 
able instructions or integrated within conventional television 
system processing components, like a central processing 
unit. 

0016. The input log storage 110 is a part of or in operable 
communication with a viewing report generator 112. The 
viewing report generator 112 may be a standalone processor 
with appropriate computer executable instructions or section 
of code running within conventional television processing 
components. The viewing report generator 112 is in com 
munication with a report viewing user interface 114, which 
may be in the form of a remote control, separate or inte 
grated with the program selection remote, in the form of 
input medium, Such as a keypad coupled with the television, 
or may be in the form of menu selections displayed on the 
viewing report screen and able to receive commands by way 
of the remote. Upon receiving an appropriate signal from the 
report viewing user interface 114, the viewing report gen 
erator 112 accesses information stored in the input log and 
generates a report that is displayed on the program and 
viewing report Screen. 
0017. By way of a user identification and/or password, it 

is possible to log viewing information on a user-by-user 
basis, and Subsequently generate reports on a user-by-user 
basis. Indicia of a particular user may be provided or 
required at any time and may take many forms. For example, 
to access any programming or view reports, a user may be 
required to identify himself. Identification can be achieved 
in many ways, Such as through a user ID or password, and 
other recognition technologies. Further, the password may 
be a form of user identification, not necessarily requiring a 
separate user identification. For example, to access the 
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system, a user enters a code, which serves both to identify 
the user and allow access to the system. 
0018 Still referring to FIG. 2, the television system 100 
may further include some form of a port 118, external jack, 
or the like, configured to engage a corresponding connector 
associated with a cable or other transmission medium 
adapted to transmit signals from a DVD player, VHS player, 
set-top box, satellite receiver, cable receiver, etc. The port 
118 is adapted to provide a signal, directly or indirectly as 
the case may be, to the program and viewing report Screen 
for presenting the video from the external device. The port 
is further in communication with a second input logger 
106B, which may be the same unit as the first input logger 
106A or a separate unit. The second input logger receives the 
signal from the port and processes the signal being received 
in order to extract information concerning the signal. Such as 
the channel, movie title, and program guide information 
associated with the channel. The second input logger is also 
in communication with the input log storage 110 (or loggers 
as the case may be). Such that it may be employed to 
generate a viewing report 116. 

0019. It is also possible to capture or extract other infor 
mation or indicia of the multimedia presentation. The infor 
mation extracted can be in any combination in a particular 
embodiment. Examples of other information embodiments 
that may be captured include the start and end time associ 
ated with the use of a device, such as a DVD player, VHS 
player, video game console, stereo receiver, etc. In such an 
embodiment, the logger 106 is arranged to monitor a signal 
from any devices coupled with the system. For example, the 
logger 106 may be placed in the communication stream 
between various components in a theater system that 
includes a television system. Further, the logger 106 may be 
integrated with various home theater components, such as an 
audio video receiver and amplifier, that is coupled with a 
television system. Further, the logger 106 may be integrated 
with various theater components, such as the audio video 
receiver. In Such an arrangement or any arrangement where 
the input logger has access to various signal types, the logger 
106 may analyze a signal to determine its source, e.g., DVD 
player output, cable signal, etc. Alternatively, the logger 106 
may determine which signal line is active. For example, in 
an A/V embodiment, the logger 106 is configured to deter 
mine which A/V DVD outputs and/or inputs are active. 
When the logger 106 is separate from the A/V or some other 
hub component, an on-screen menu may be employed to 
associate lines with system components. 
0020 FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a second television 
logging and viewing system 119 including a television 
system component and a computer system component 120. 
The term “tuner in this application should be construed to 
refer to any device capable of selecting one discrete televi 
sion signal from a plurality of signals provided on different 
channels. The signal may be analog or digital and be 
broadcast or provided by way of cable, satellite, pocket 
network, or other means. Accordingly, “tuner is not meant 
to only refer to a convention tuner that selects between 
broadcast television channels. As with the first embodiment, 
the television system includes a television channel tuner 
102. The tuner 102 is in operable communication with a 
program viewing screen 104, which may be a conventional 
television viewing screen, whether analog, digital, cathode 
ray tube, liquid crystal display, plasma, etc. The tuner 102 is 
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further in operable communication with an input logger 106 
configured to intercept and record (log) channel selection 
inputs received from a user interface, whether from a remote 
control, integrated selection buttons, etc. The input logger 
106 transmits the channel selection commands to the tuner 
102 as well as an input log storage 110 (some form of 
electronic memory) that is configured to record the channel 
selection data received from the input logger 106. 
0021. Like the embodiment of FIG. 2, the television 
system 119 of FIG.3 may further include some form of port, 
external jack, or the like, configured to engage a correspond 
ing connector associated with a cable or other transmission 
medium adapted to transmit signals from a DVD player, 
VHS player, set-top box, satellite receiver, cable receiver, 
etc. The port is adapted to provide a signal, directly or 
indirectly as the case may be, to the program and viewing 
report screen 104 for presenting the video from the external 
device. The port is further in communication with a second 
input logger 106, which may be the same as the first input 
logger or a separate implementation. The second input 
logger 106 receives the signal from the port and processes 
the signal in order to extract information concerning the 
program or other multimedia transmitted by way of the 
signal, such as the channel, movie title, program guide 
information associated with the program, etc. The second 
input logger 106 is also in communication with the input log 
storage unit (or units as the case may be). Such that it may 
be employed to generate a viewing report 128. 
0022. Still referring to FIG. 3, the computer system 120 
is in operable communication with the television system 
119, which may be through a network connection, wired 
connection, wireless connection, etc. In the implementation 
of FIG. 3, the television system and computer system 120 
may collectively form the logging system. The computer 
system 120 includes a second input log storage 122 adapted 
to receive the information stored in the first input log storage 
110 (of the television system). The information may be 
periodically sent to the second input log storage 122, sent on 
a request basis, sent on a schedule, or otherwise transmitted 
regularly or intermittently, whether automatically or upon 
receiving a transmit signal, etc. The second input log storage 
122 is a part of or in operable communication with a viewing 
report generator 124. The viewing report generator 124 is in 
communication with a report viewing user interface 126, 
which may be in the form of a remote control, in the form 
of input medium, Such as a keypad, keyboard, etc., Sup 
ported on the computer system 120 or in communication 
with the computer system, or may be in the form of menu 
selections displayed on a display 130 in communication with 
the viewing report generator 124. Upon receiving an appro 
priate signal from the report viewing user interface 126, the 
viewing report generator 124 generates a report that is 
displayed on a display monitor operably connected with the 
computer system. Like the embodiment of FIG. 2, by way of 
user identifications and passwords, it is possible to log 
viewing information on a user-by-user basis, and Subse 
quently generate reports on a user-by-user basis. 

0023 FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a third television 
logging and viewing system 132 including a television 
system component and a computer system component 134. 
The third embodiment is similar to the second embodiment, 
with the primary difference being that there is only one input 
log storage in the computer system. Thus, log information 
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from either the first or second input logger 106 is transmitted 
from the television system 132 to the input log storage 110. 
which is in the computer system portion of the logging 
system. 

0024 FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a fourth television 
logging and viewing system 136. In this example, the 
television viewing system includes a display 138 and a 
program selection engine 140, which may be a tuner or other 
processing or logic structure adapted to receive a program 
ming signal from a programming provider 142 and decode 
or otherwise process the signal for display. The program 
ming provider 142 may be a satellite or cable provider and 
the programming signal may be received by a set-top box or 
other processing platform provided in operable communi 
cation with the television system 136. In one particular 
example, the programming signal may be commensurate 
with a particular program, Such as an on-demand, pay-per 
view or the like. Such a particular program signal is distin 
guished from a signal containing a plurality of programs 
where a tuner or other processing arrangement extracts a 
particular program signal for display. 

0025. In any of the embodiments set forth herein, includ 
ing the embodiment of FIG. 5, the television system 136 
may include a personal or mobile computer environment. 
For example, the logger 106 may be a set of computer 
readable instructions adapted for execution by the personal 
or mobile computer, or wireless communication device (e.g., 
phone, PDA, etc.). By way of a WindowsTM media player, 
RealTM player, or other type of player, the personal computer 
may be configured to display Some type of audio visual 
programming. Such as movie files in any possible format 
retrieved from some network location or website, such as 
GoogleTM, YahooTM, etc. The embodiment of FIG. 5 as well 
as others may also be employed in an IPTV environment. It 
is also possible to employ a logger system to log Internet 
viewing of video clips, such as clips provided from 
Yahoo TM, YouTubeTM, and other web sites. In such a situa 
tion, the report may include a link to the actual clip that was 
viewed. Thus, the report is a list of links. When a parent 
selects a link they are able to view the same clip. 

0026. In the embodiment of FIG. 5, when a user makes a 
request for a unique program delivered by way of a program 
specific signal, the request is logged in a program logger 106 
remote from the television system 136. The program logger 
106 may be integral to a server platform arranged to provide 
the program specific signal. The program logger 106 is in 
communication with a program log storage 144 and report 
generator 146, also at or associated with the server. The 
program log storage 144 and report generator 146 may be 
arranged to communicate with the set-top box, Such that a 
user may be able to request a report by way of a set-top box 
remote control and view reports on the television screen. 
Alternatively, the program log storage 144 and report gen 
erator 146 may be arranged to receive commands from a 
web site interface, and provide reports on a web site. 

0027 Aspects or features of any of the various embodi 
ments may be combined or interchanged to provide a 
different embodiment. For example, a fifth embodiment 
might employ aspects of the embodiments of FIGS. 2 and 5 
to allow for tracking of signals passing through a tuner as 
well as discrete program signals, e.g., video-on-demand, 
from a provider. 

Aug. 2, 2007 

0028 Logging viewing information may involve many 
different combinations of information indicative of televi 
sion or other multimedia viewing. Logging may involve 
storing which television programs have been watched or 
Some indication thereof. Such as viewing start time, viewing 
end time, viewing date, channel, program title, program 
duration, parental rating, etc. Obtaining logging information 
may be achieved in various ways, including storing remote 
control and/or front panel button presses. The log of all the 
button presses can be used to detail what channel was 
watched, when, and what program was on. The “button press 
log could also be aligned with a programming database 
(e.g., a TV Guide-like programming database) to provide 
more details about the individual programs. From the logged 
information, reports in various formats may be generated. 

0029. In a video-on-demand, digital video recorder (such 
as TiVo) or other environments, it is possible to log all 
content delivery. In such an environment, a log may be 
generated anytime a program for viewing is requested. As 
Such, in one implementation, viewing information may 
include some or all content being viewed. The recorded 
programs could be then be monitored later by a parent. The 
information could be indexed with searchable information, 
similar to a guide database, for easy searching. In another 
implementation, it is possible to log the close captioning for 
any programs being viewed. A log of close captioning may 
be used to generate program details, may be formatted for 
searchability, may be searched for reference to unsuitable 
language, searched for language indicative of unsuitable 
images, etc. 

0030. As shown in the embodiments of FIGS. 2-5, it is 
possible to store the logging information in local memory of 
the logging system, at an attached set-top box, or remotely 
at a computer system. Further, viewing log information may 
be stored in remote memory of a Video-On-Demand (VOD) 
server or on an Interactive Programming Guides (IPG) 
SeVe. 

0031 Log information may be provided in a report or 
other various forms. For example, logging information in the 
form of a report may be provided on a display. Further, 
reports may be sent to a user via email, in paper form, or 
accessible at a network location, such as a web site. The 
report or a modified version of the report may also be 
transmitted to a mobile computing device, such as a cell 
phone with text viewing capability, a PDA, a lap top with a 
wireless network connection or the like. For example, the 
report may be contained in the body of an email, and it may 
be transmitted either intermittently or in real time. So, for 
example, it is possible to configure the system so that 
whenever your child turns on the TV at home, the parent 
receives an email indicating the time when the program was 
turned on and the name of the program. It also possible to 
provide for remote access to a blocking application Such that 
the parent can block a particular program when they receive 
the report. 

0032 Various embodiments may further involve other 
features and implementations. For example, an embodiment 
may be configured to link to program viewing information 
provided by a third party that has identified, categorized, 
described or otherwise provided information concerning 
content for audio visual presentations. In one example, a 
third party may provide content information concerning 
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various television programs. The content information may 
include Some form of report concerning a program with 
information involving the type of scenes in the program. For 
example, the information may indicate that program ABC 
included three scenes with violence, four scenes with sexual 
content, and ten instances of strong profanity. Content 
categories identified by the third may include some or all of 
those set forth in e-mail, which is hereby incorporated by 
reference herein. During viewing of a report, links may be 
provided to the content report for each program watched by 
a user. Thus, if the report indicates that program ABC was 
viewed, then a link is provided on the report to the third 
party site, and particularly to the content information con 
cerning program ABC. 

0033 Functionality also may be provided for a user to 
block certain programming. The functionality may be set 
forth as an on-screen command as part of the report that 
allows a user to block future instances of a certain program. 
The blocking functionality may be as set forth in the 899 
application referenced above. So, for example, if a report 
indicates a certain program contains excessive violence, 
then a parent may block future instances of that program. 
Blocking may be established on a user basis. 

0034 Embodiments may be configured to track a par 
ticular user's viewing information (i.e. have unique user 
logins so that the log information is associated with a 
specific user identification). In Such an embodiment, reports 
may be established on a user-by-user basis. Whether on a 
user-by-user basis, with respect to all access, or otherwise, 
a report and logger of some embodiments may be configured 
to display or otherwise provide information concerning the 
total amount of time spent watching television, (e.g., the TV 
was on for 8 hours this week), playing video games, or 
otherwise engaged in viewing, listening, or participating in 
Some form of multimedia presentation, whether watching 
television, DVDs, or the like. 

0035 Embodiments may be configured to log advertising 
detail that was part of programming or associated with 
programming and log if a parental password has been 
changed. As discussed above, embodiments may be config 
ured to log viewing information for devices connected to the 
television (i.e. a DVD player, VHS machine, or Game 
Console). The log can capture any information that is 
available from these connected devices (i.e. the MPAA 
rating of programs watched through the connected device). 
Further, the viewing log can automatically trigger certain 
actions, such as generating and sending an email every time 
the parental password is entered, or a program with a certain 
parental rating is being viewed, etc. 

0.036 While the disclosed embodiments are described in 
specific terms, other embodiments encompassing principles 
of the invention are also possible. Further, operations may be 
set forth in a particular order. The order, however, is but one 
example of the way that operations may be provided. 
Operations may be rearranged, modified, or eliminated in 
any particular implementation while still conforming to 
aspects of the invention. Embodiments within the scope of 
the present invention also include computer readable media 
for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or 
data structures stored thereon. Such computer-readable 
media may be any available media that can be accessed by 
a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of 
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example, and not limitation, Such computer-readable media 
can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, DVD, CD ROM or 
other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other 
magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which can be 
used to carry or store desired program code means in the 
form of computer-executable instructions or data structures 
and which can be accessed by a general purpose or special 
purpose computer. When information is transferred or pro 
vided over a network or another communications link or 
connection (either hardwired, wireless, or a combination of 
hardwired or wireless) to a computer, the computer properly 
views the connection as a computer-readable medium. Thus, 
any such a connection is properly termed a computer 
readable medium. Combinations of the above should also be 
included within the scope of computer-readable media. 
Computer-executable instructions comprise, for example, 
instructions and data which cause a general purpose com 
puter, special purpose computer, or special purpose process 
ing device to perform a certain function or group of func 
tions. 

0037 Those skilled in the art will appreciate that aspects 
of the invention may be practiced in network computing 
environments with many types of computer system configu 
rations, including personal computers, hand-held devices, 
multi-processor Systems, microprocessor based or program 
mable consumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, 
mainframe computers, and the like. Various embodiments 
discussed herein including embodiments involving a satel 
lite or cable signal delivered to a set-top box, television 
system processor, or the like, as well as digital data signals 
delivered to some form of multimedia processing configu 
ration, such as employed for IPTV, or other similar configu 
rations can be considered as within a network computing 
environment. Further, wirelessly connected cell phones, a 
type of hand-held device, are considered as within a network 
computing environment. For example, cell phones include a 
processor, memory, display, and some form of wireless 
connection, whether digital or analog, and some form of 
input medium, Such as a keyboards, touch screens, etc. 
Naturally, hand-held devices, which might also be referred 
to as portable or mobile devices, apply to logging of content 
that is downloaded/streamed onto a device from a content 
provider (e.g., YahooTM, ESPNTM, ABCTM, etc.) and viewed 
on the display and/or heard on speakers. Hand-held com 
puting platforms can also include a tuner that tunes one 
multimedia signal from a plurality of multimedia signals, for 
example a cell phone that can receive a broadcast television 
signal and has a tuner that can isolate a single broadcast 
program for viewing or listening. Examples of wireless 
connection technologies applicable in various mobile 
embodiments include, but are not limited to, radio fre 
quency, AM, FM, cellular, television, satellite, microwave, 
WiFi, blue-tooth, infrared, and the like. Hand-held comput 
ing platforms do not necessarily require a wireless connec 
tion. For example, a hand-held device may access multime 
dia from some form of memory, which may include both 
integrated memory (e.g., RAM, Flash, etc) as well as remov 
able memory (e.g., optical storage media, memory Sticks, 
flash memory cards, etc.) for playback on the device. 
Aspects of the invention may also be practiced in distributed 
computing environments where tasks are performed by local 
and remote processing devices that are linked (either by 
hardwired links, wireless links, or by a combination of 
hardwired or wireless links) through a communications 
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network. In a distributed computing environment, program providing for selecting the television program presented 
modules may be located in both local and remote memory on a channel selected from a plurality of channels; and 
storage devices. receiving additional programming information concern 
I hereby claim: ing the selected television program. 

1. A method of logging and reporting multimedia viewing 13. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
information comprising: - 

p 9. receiving an indicia of a user, and 
obtaining viewing information about a multimedia pre sentation: providing for customizing the generation of the viewing 

report as a function of the user indicia. 
recording the viewing information; and 14. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
providing for generation of a viewing report as a function 

of the viewing information. 
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the operation of 

recording the viewing information comprises: 

transmitting the viewing report to a remote device for 
display. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the remote device is 
a wireless communication device. 

receiving a selection of the multimedia presentation; and 16. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
recording viewing information about the multimedia pre- receiving a signal to block presentation of the multimedia 

sentation, the viewing information including an indicia presentation. 
of the selection of the multimedia presentation. 17. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the operation of 
receiving a selection of the multimedia video signal com- receiving a signal from a wireless device to block pre 
prises receiving a selection of the multimedia presentation sentation of the multimedia presentation. 
initiated from a remote control device. 18. A system for logging and reporting multimedia view 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein the multimedia pre- ing comprising: 
sentation comprises a television program received from one 
of a plurality of channels; and further comprising: an input logging module configured to obtain viewing 

information about a selected multimedia presentation; 
receiving a selection of one of the plurality of channels; and an input log storage module configured to store viewing 

information about the selected multimedia presenta 
the viewing information comprises a time of selection and tion; and 

an indicia of the selected program. 
5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: a report generation module for generating a viewing 

report as a function of the stored viewing information. 
receiving a signal providing data for the multimedia 19. The system of claim 18 wherein: 

presentation; and 
- - - the input logging module is further configured to receive 

analyzing the data to extract the viewing information. a transmission of a selection of the multimedia presen 
6. The method of claim 5 wherein the viewing informa- tation; and 

tion includes a source of the signal, and further comprising: - - - - 
the viewing information includes an indicia of the selec 

recording an indicia of the source of the signal. tion of the multimedia presentation. 
7. The method of claim 6 wherein the source comprises at 20. The system of claim 19 wherein the selected multi 

least one of a DVD player, a digital video recorder device, media presentation comprises a television channel selected 
a satellite set top box, a cable set top box, a video game with a remote control device. 
counsel, a VHS player, and a television broadcast. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the operation of 
obtaining viewing information comprises: the selected multimedia presentation comprises a televi 

sion program received from one of a plurality of 
channels; and 

21. The system of claim 19 wherein: 

obtaining programming guide information. 
9. The method of claim 1 wherein the viewing report 

includes at least one of a viewing start time, a viewing end the viewing information comprises a time of selection and 
time, a viewing date, a channel, a program title, a program an indicia of the selected television program. 
duration, and a parental rating. 22. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising: a communication interface configured to receive a signal 
at a server, receiving a request for the viewing report from providing data for the multimedia presentation; and 

a client device; and 
the input logging module configured to analyze the data to 

transmitting the viewing report to the client device. extract the viewing information. 
11. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 23. The system of claim 22 wherein: 
transmitting the viewing information to a remote storage 

device. 
12. The method of claim 1 wherein the multimedia 

presentation comprises a television program, and further the input log storage module is configured to store an 
comprising: indicia of the Source of the signal. 

the viewing information includes a source of the signal; 
and 
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24. The system of claim 23 wherein the source comprises 
at least one of a DVD player, a digital video recorder device, 
a satellite set top box, a cable set top box, a video game 
counsel, a VHS player, and a television broadcast. 

25. The system of claim 18 wherein the viewing infor 
mation comprises programming guide information. 

26. The system of claim 18 wherein the report includes at 
least one of a viewing start time, a viewing end time, a 
viewing date, a channel, a program title, a program duration, 
and a parental rating. 

27. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 
a server including the input log storage module and 

configured to receive a request for viewing the report 
from a client device, the server further including the 
report generation module configured to transmit the 
viewing report to the client device. 

28. The system of claim 18 wherein the multimedia 
presentation comprises a television program, and further 
comprising: 
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a tuner configured to provide for selecting the television 
program presented on a channel selected from a plu 
rality of channels; and 

the input logger configured to receive additional program 
ming information concerning the selected television 
program. 

29. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 
a module configured to receive an indicia of a user, and 
the report generation module configured to provide a 

customized viewing report as a function of the user 
indicia. 

30. The system of claim 18 further comprising: 
a blocking module configured to receive a signal to block 

presentation of the multimedia presentation, the block 
ing module further configured to block presentation of 
the multimedia presentation. 

k k k k k 


